
 
 

The Pingry School Summer Reading 2018 
Required Reading 
Entering Form V 

 
All students entering Form V are required to read the following text: 

 

The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American 
Slave, Frederick Douglass 

 
ISBN #978-0143107309--this version of the text is required. 

Students are REQUIRED to read the entire text, including 
the introduction, the preface, and the appendix.  

 
Born into a family of slaves, Frederick Douglass educated himself 
through sheer determination. His unconquered will to triumph over 
his circumstances makes his one of America’s best and most unlikely 
success stories. Douglass’ own account of his journey from slave to 
one of America’s great statesmen, writers, and orators is as 
fascinating as it is inspiring.  
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In addition to reading The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, pick ONE book from the list 
of eight below to read.   
  
 

 

My Antonia, Willa Cather 
 
Through Jim Burden's endearing, smitten voice, we revisit the 
remarkable vicissitudes of immigrant life in the Nebraska heartland, 
with all its insistent bonds. Guiding the way are some of literature's 
most beguiling characters: the Russian brothers plagued by 
memories of a fateful sleigh ride, Antonia's desperately homesick 
father and self-indulgent mother, and the coy Lena Lingard. Holding 
the pastoral society's heart, of course, is the bewitching, free-spirited 
Antonia. 
 

 

The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne 
 
Set in the harsh Puritan community of seventeenth-century 
Boston, this tale of an adulterous entanglement that results in an 
illegitimate birth reveals Nathaniel Hawthorne's concerns with the 
tension between the public and the private selves. Publicly 
disgraced and ostracized, Hester Prynne draws on her inner 
strength and certainty of spirit to emerge as the first true heroine 
of American fiction. Arthur Dimmesdale, trapped by the rules of 
society, stands as a classic study of a self divided. 
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A White Heron and Other Stories, Sarah Orne Jewett 
 
What is an individual's responsibility to nature? Does our desire to 
understand the world give us the right to dominate plant and animal 
life? Should human relationships take precedence over relationships 
with other species? Is there any way for humans to co-exist with 
nature, or must we trample, dissect, or attempt to control it?  
 
Sylvia, a shy child, 'afraid of folks', is taken in and reared by her 
grandmother to spare her from the hustle-and-bustle of late 
19th-century urban, industrial life. A friend to birds and animals, it is 
only when she is befriended by a young male ornithologist that Sylvia 
comes head on with conflicts over value systems and loyalties. The 
resolution of this dilemma is skillfully wrought, revealing the 
complexity of the decision making-process and the ethical 
conundrum that will save, or destroy, the earth.  

 

Invisible Man, Ralph Ellison 
 
First published in 1952 and immediately hailed as a masterpiece,  
Invisible Man is one of those rare novels that have changed the  
shape of American literature. For not only does Ralph Ellison's  
nightmare journey across the racial divide tell unparalleled truths  
about the nature of bigotry and its effects on the minds of both  
victims and perpetrators, it gives us an entirely new model of what a  
novel can be. 
 
As he journeys from the Deep South to the streets and basements of  
Harlem, from a horrifying "battle royal" where black men are reduced  
to fighting animals, to a Communist rally where they are elevated to  
the status of trophies, Ralph Ellison's nameless protagonist ushers  
readers into a parallel universe that throws our own into harsh and  
even hilarious relief. Suspenseful and sardonic, narrated in a voice  
that takes in the symphonic range of the American language, black  
and white, Invisible Man is one of the most audacious and dazzling  
novels of our century.  

 

Mrs. Spring Fragrance, Sui Sin Far 
 

A popular short story collection by Sui Sin Far, pen name of 
Chinese-British-Canadian-American writer Edith Maude Eaton. The 
work is notable for being "the earliest book of fiction published in the 
United States by an author of mixed Chinese and white descent." 
Although the stories in the collection were written in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries, they were not compiled into a single book until 
1912.  
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The stories are divided into two-halves, "Mrs. Spring Fragrance" for 
adults, and "Tales of Chinese Children" for children. Set in Seattle and 
San Francisco, they reflect the struggles and joys in the daily lives of 
Chinese families in North America. Particularly poignant are the 
stories delineating the cultural conflicts of Eurasians and recent 
immigrants. In the ironically titled "In the Land of the Free", Eaton 
shows the suffering inflicted by discriminatory immigration laws. 

 

 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Harriet Beecher Stowe 
 
The narrative drive of Stowe's classic novel is often overlooked in  
the heat of the controversies surrounding its anti-slavery  
sentiments. In fact, it is a compelling adventure story with richly  
drawn characters and has earned a place in both literary and  
American history. Stowe's puritanical religious beliefs show up in  
the novel's final, overarching theme—the exploration of the nature  
of Christianity and how Christian theology is fundamentally  
incompatible with slavery. 

 

Ethan Frome, Edith Wharton 
 
Ethan Frome works his unproductive farm and struggles to  
maintain a bearable existence with his difficult, suspicious, and  
hypochondriac wife, Zeena. But when Zeena's vivacious cousin  
enters their household as a "hired girl", Ethan finds himself  
obsessed with her and with the possibilities for happiness she  
comes to represent.  
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Life Among the Piutes, Sarah Winnemucca 
 
This autobiographical work was written by one of the country's most 
well-known Native American women, Sarah Winnemucca. She was a 
Paiute princess and a major figure in the history of Nevada; her tribe 
still resides primarily in the state. Life Among the Piutes deals with 
Winnemucca's life and the plight of the Paiute Indians. Life Among the 
Piutes is Winnemucca's powerful legacy to both white and Paiute 
cultures. Following the oral tradition of Native American people, she 
reaches out to readers with a deeply personal appeal for 
understanding. She also records historical events from a unique 
perspective. She managed to record the Native American viewpoint 
of whites settling the West, told in a language that was not her own 
and by a woman during the time when even white women were not 
allowed to vote. Sarah Winnemucca dedicated her life to improving 
the living and social conditions for her people. She gave more than 
400 speeches across the United States and Europe to gain support 
for the Paiutes. She died of tuberculosis in 1891. Life Among the Piutes 
was originally published in 1883. 

 
 

Supplemental Reading 
 

If you would like to do some additional reading for your own pleasure, you might consider one of the 
suggested books from the list below. Please note that these books do NOT count as one of your 
required summer reading books; rather, they are suggestions for additional reading that you may 
want to do on your own.  Enjoy! 
 
(Texts marked with a star are helpful preparation for the AP English exams.) 
 
DROP CITY  by T. C. Boyle 

 
Members of a California commune move to Alaska and find new challenges. 

 
*THE SONG OF THE LARK and O PIONEERS! by Willa Cather 

 
A story about a courageous immigrant woman in Nebraska. 

 
BETWEEN THE WORLD AND ME  by Ta-Nehisi Coates 
 

In a series of essays, written as a letter to his son, Coates confronts the notion of race in 
America. 

 
*THE RED BADGE OF COURAGE  by Stephen Crane 
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A young man finds his courage during a Civil War battle. 
 
* SISTER CARRIE by Theodore Dreiser 

 
Chicago and New York at the turn of the century. 

 
*RAGTIME  by E. L. Doctorow 

 
A blend of real and fictional characters conveys the many textures of American life 
just before the Great War. 

 
*LOVE MEDICINE  by Louise Erdrich 

 
A multigenerational saga of two extended families who live on and around a Chippewa 
reservation in North Dakota. 

 
*THIS SIDE OF PARADISE  and TENDER IS THE NIGHT by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 
Two novels by the author of The Great Gatsby. 

 
COLD MOUNTAIN by Charles Frazier 

 
A wounded soldier returns from the Civil War. 

 
A GATHERING OF OLD MEN by Ernest J. Gaines 

 
Someone killed a white man, and the black men of the town are all claiming 
responsibility for the crime. 

 
BEE SEASON  by Myla Goldberg 

 
An exquisite first novel in which a family is shaken apart by a small but unexpected 
shift when nine-year-old Eliza wins a local spelling bee. 

 
SNOW FALLING ON CEDARS by David Guterson 

 
A murder mystery set on an island in the Puget Sound in the 1950’s, this novel 
explores lingering racial conflict stemming from WWII internment camps 

 
PLAINSONG AND EVENTIDE  by Kent Haruf 

 
Life in a small Colorado town, gentle and absorbing. 

 
*FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS  by Ernest Hemingway 
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An idealistic American fights in the Spanish Civil War. 
 
* DAISY MILLER and PORTRAIT OF A LADY by Henry James 

 
The former:  A rich young American on her first visit to Europe.  The latter:  A 
freedom-loving American woman makes a disastrous marriage. 

 
ENEMY WOMEN  by Paulette Jiles 

 
A Civil War novel focused on women’s lives. 

 
ON THE ROAD  by Jack Kerouac 

 
Sal and his friends travel back and forth across the United States, wanting life, fleeing 
madness. 

 
SHE’S COME UNDONE  by Wally Lamb 

 
Lamb is a great storyteller who makes you care about his unusual heroine. 

 
THE PARIS WIFE by Paula McLain 

 
Paris in the twenties through the eyes of Ernest Hemingway’s first wife, Hadley. 

 
*THE BLUEST EYE  and JAZZ by Toni Morrison 

 
Complex and powerful novels about the African-American experience 

 
BEL CANTO  by Anne Patchett 

 
A romantic novel about the relationships that develop during a hostage siege in a Latin 
American country. 

 
ACCORDION CRIMES by E. Annie Proulx 

 
Sweeping story of the immigrant experience in 20th century America. 

 
EMPIRE FALLS  by Richard Russo 

 
A family novel set in a fading factory town in Maine. 

 
A THOUSAND ACRES by Jane Smiley 

 
The King Lear story retold through a farming family in Iowa. 
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ORAL HISTORY by Lee Smith 

 
A college student researching her Appalachian roots discovers more than she might 
have expected about her family’s past. 

 
ANGLE OF REPOSE  by Wallace Stegner 

 
A retired historian examines a family history spent carving out a life in the American 
West. 

 
THE CONFESSIONS OF NAT TURNER by William Styron 

 
A fictionalized account of Nat Turner’s rebellion. 

 
ST. MAYBE  by Anne Tyler 

 
An engrossing family novel by the Baltimore novelist. 

 
*ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER and PUDD’NHEAD WILSON  by Mark Twain 

 
Novels by the creator of Huckleberry Finn. 

 
*THE COLOR PURPLE  by Alice Walker 

 
Set in rural Georgia in the 1930s, the story focuses on female black life and won its 
author a Pulitzer Prize. 

 
BRIEF INTERVIEWS WITH HIDEOUS MEN by David Foster Wallace 

 
Short stories which highlight all that is quintessentially male, written in the author’s 
brilliant and frenetic style. 

 
*ALL THE KING’S MEN by Robert Penn Warren 

 
A great political novel based on the life of Huey Long. 

 
*THE HOUSE OF MIRTH by Edith Wharton 

 
Two critical looks at life among New York City’s very rich. 
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