
 
 

The Pingry School  
Summer Reading 2018 

Entering Grade 6 
 
 
All students are required to read Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson.  Please complete the 
graphic organizer for this book. 

 

Chains, Laurie Halse Anderson 
 
As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel 
wages her own fight...for freedom. Promised freedom upon the 
death of their owner, she and her sister, Ruth, in a cruel twist of 
fate become the property of a malicious New York City couple, 
the Locktons, who have no sympathy for the American 
Revolution and even less for Ruth and Isabel. When Isabel meets 
Curzon, a slave with ties to the Patriots, he encourages her to 
spy on her owners, who know details of British plans for 
invasion. She is reluctant at first, but when the unthinkable 
happens to Ruth, Isabel realizes her loyalty is available to the 
bidder who can provide her with freedom. 
From acclaimed author Laurie Halse Anderson comes this 
compelling, impeccably researched novel that shows the lengths 
we can go to cast off our chains, both physical and spiritual. 
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In addition to reading Chains, pick ONE other book from the list below to read.  You will 
complete a creative project for this book during class in September. 
 

 

The Hobbit, J.R.R  
 
A great modern classic and the prelude to THE LORD OF THE 
RINGS 
  
Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, unambitious 
life, rarely traveling any farther than his pantry or cellar. But his 
contentment is disturbed when the wizard Gandalf and a 
company of dwarves arrive on his doorstep one day to whisk him 
away on an adventure. They have launched a plot to raid the 
treasure hoard guarded by Smaug the Magnificent, a large and 
very dangerous dragon. Bilbo reluctantly joins their quest, 
unaware that on his journey to the Lonely Mountain he will 
encounter both a magic ring and a frightening creature known as 
Gollum.  

 

The Watsons Go to Birmingham, Christopher Paul Curtis 
 
The Newbery Honor-winning American classic, The Watsons Go to 
Birmingham--1963 , celebrates 20 years with this anniversary 
edition featuring a special letter from Christopher Paul Curtis and 
an introduction by noted educator Dr. Pauletta Bracy. 
Enter the hilarious world of ten-year-old Kenny and his family, 
the Weird Watsons of Flint, Michigan. There's Momma, Dad, 
little sister Joetta, and brother Byron, who's thirteen and an 
"official juvenile delinquent." When Momma and Dad decide it's 
time for a visit to Grandma, Dad comes home with the amazing 
Ultra-Glide, and the Watsons set out on a trip like no other. 
They're heading South to Birmingham, Alabama, toward one of 
the darkest moments in America's history. 
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Maximum Ride:  The Angel Experiment, James Patterson 
 
Six unforgettable kids — with no families, no homes — are running 
for their lives. Max Ride and her best friends have the ability to fly. 
And that's just the beginning of their amazing powers. But they 
don't know where they come from, who's hunting them, why they 
are different from all other humans... and if they're meant to save 
mankind — or destroy it. 

 

Hello Universe, Erin Entrada Kelly 
 
In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected ways. Virgil 
Salinas is shy and kindhearted and feels out of place in his loud and 
boisterous family. Valencia Somerset, who is deaf, is smart, brave, 
and secretly lonely, and loves everything about nature. Kaori Tanaka 
is a self-proclaimed psychic, whose little sister Gen is always 
following her around. And Chet Bullens wishes the weird kids would 
just act normal so that he can concentrate on basketball. They aren’t 
friends -- at least not until Chet pulls a prank that traps Virgil and 
his pet guinea pig at the bottom of a well. This disaster leads Kaori, 
Gen, and Valencia on an epic quest to find the missing Virgil. 
Through luck, smarts, bravery, and a little help from the universe, a 
rescue is performed, a bully is put in his place, and friendship 
blooms. 

 

The London Eye Mystery, Siobhan Dowd 
 
Monday, 24 May, 11.32 a.m. Ted and Kat watch their cousin Salim 
get on board the London Eye. He turns and waves and the pod 
rises from the ground. 
 
Monday, 24 May, 12.02 p.m. The pod lands and the doors open. 
People exit in all shapes and sizes – but where is Salim? 
 
Ted and his older sister Kat become sleuthing partners since the 
police are having no luck. Despite their prickly relationship, they 
overcome their differences to follow a trail of clues across London 
in a desperate bid to find their cousin. And ultimately it comes 
down to Ted, whose brain runs on its own unique operating 
system, to find the key to the mystery. 
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In Spring 2009. the Unicorn Theatre adapted The London Eye 
Mystery for the stage. The story was adapted by Unicorn Artistic 
Associate Carl Miller, directed by Rosamunde Hutt and performed 
by the Unicorn ensemble and received a host of rave reviews. 

 

Bad Boy:  A Memoir, Walter Dean Myers 
 
In a memoir that is gripping, funny, and ultimately unforgettable, 
New York Times bestselling author Walter Dean Myers travels back 
to his roots in the magical world of Harlem during the 1940s and 
1950s. Here is the story of one of the most distinguished writers of 
young people's literature today. 
 
As a boy, Myers was quick-tempered and physically strong, always 
ready for a fight. He also read voraciously—he would check out 
books from the library and carry them home, hidden in brown paper 
bags in order to avoid other boys' teasing. He aspired to be a writer. 
 
But while growing up in a poor family in Harlem, his hope for a 
successful future diminished as he came to realize fully the class and 
racial struggles that surrounded him. He began to doubt himself and 
the values that he had always relied on, attending high school less 
and less, turning to the streets and to his books for comfort. 

 

Drama, Raina Telgemeier 
 
Callie loves theater. And while she would totally try out for her 
middle school's production of Moon Over Mississippi, she can't really 
sing. Instead she's the set designer for the drama department stage 
crew, and this year she's determined to create a set worthy of 
Broadway on a middle-school budget. But how can she, when she 
doesn't know much about carpentry, ticket sales are down, and the 
crew members are having trouble working together? Not to mention 
the onstage AND offstage drama that occurs once the actors are 
chosen. And when two cute brothers enter the picture, things get 
even crazier!  
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