
The Pingry School Summer Reading 2018 
Required Reading 
Entering Form II 

 
Please choose TWO of the following books to read this summer.  For your first choice, you 
will complete the “Summer Reading Questionnaire”; for your second choice, you will 
complete a creative project with your class in September. 
 

 

March Book 1, John Lewis 
 
Congressman John Lewis (GA-5) is an American icon, one of the key 
figures of the civil rights movement. His commitment to justice and 
nonviolence has taken him from an Alabama sharecropper’s farm to 
the halls of Congress, from a segregated schoolroom to the 1963 
March on Washington, and from receiving beatings from state 
troopers to receiving the Medal of Freedom from the first 
African-American president. 
 
Now, to share his remarkable story with new generations, Lewis 
presents March, a graphic novel trilogy, in collaboration with 
co-writer Andrew Aydin and New York Times best-selling artist 
Nate Powell (winner of the Eisner Award and LA Times Book Prize 
finalist for Swallow Me Whole). 
 
March is a vivid first-hand account of John Lewis’ lifelong struggle 
for civil and human rights, meditating in the modern age on the 
distance traveled since the days of Jim Crow and segregation. Rooted 
in Lewis’ personal story, it also reflects on the highs and lows of the 
broader civil rights movement. 
 
Book One spans John Lewis’ youth in rural Alabama, his 
life-changing meeting with Martin Luther King, Jr., the birth of the 
Nashville Student Movement, and their battle to tear down 
segregation through nonviolent lunch counter sit-ins, building to a 
stunning climax on the steps of City Hall. 
 
Many years ago, John Lewis and other student activists drew 
inspiration from the 1950s comic book "Martin Luther King and the 
Montgomery Story." Now, his own comics bring those days to life 
for a new audience, testifying to a movement whose echoes will be 
heard for generations. 
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The Murder of Roger Ackroyd, Agatha Christie  
 
In the village of King's Abbot, a widow's sudden suicide sparks 
rumors that she murdered her first husband, was being 
blackmailed, and was carrying on a secret affair with the wealthy 
Roger Ackroyd. The following evening, Ackroyd is murdered in 
his locked study--but not before receiving a letter identifying 
the widow's blackmailer. King's Abbot is crawling with suspects, 
including a nervous butler, Ackroyd's wayward stepson, and his 
sister-in-law, Mrs. Cecil Ackroyd, who has taken up residence in 
the victim's home. It's now up to the famous detective Hercule 
Poirot, who has retired to King's Abbot to garden, to solve the 
case of who killed Roger Ackroyd--a task in which he is aided by 
the village doctor and narrator, James Sheppard, and by 
Sheppard's ingenious sister, Caroline. 
 

 

Unbroken (Young Adult Adaptation): An Olympian’s Journey 
from Airman to Castaway to Captive, Laura Hillenbrand 
 
*Please use the following ISBN to ensure the correct 
edition:  978-0-385-74251-1 
 
On a May afternoon in 1943, an American military plane crashed 
into the Pacific Ocean and disappeared, leaving only a spray of 
debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the ocean 
surface, a face appeared. It was that of a young lieutenant, the 
plane’s bombardier, who was struggling to a life raft and pulling 
himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary sagas of 
the Second World War. 
  
The lieutenant’s name was Louis Zamperini. As a boy, he had 
been a clever delinquent, breaking into houses, brawling, and 
stealing. As a teenager, he had channeled his defiance into 
running, discovering a supreme talent that carried him to the 
Berlin Olympics. But when war came, the athlete became an 
airman, embarking on a journey that led to his doomed flight, a 
tiny raft, and a drift into the unknown. 
   
In this captivating young adult edition of her award-winning #1 
New York Times bestseller, Laura Hillenbrand tells the story of a 
man’s breathtaking odyssey and the courage, cunning, and 
fortitude he found to endure and overcome. Lavishly illustrated 
with more than one hundred photographs and featuring an 
exclusive interview with Zamperini, Unbroken will introduce a 
new generation to one of history’s most thrilling survival epics. 
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American Street, Ibi Zoboi* 
 
On the corner of American Street and Joy Road, Fabiola Toussaint 
thought she would finally find une belle vie—a good life. 
 
But after they leave Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Fabiola’s mother is 
detained by U.S. immigration, leaving Fabiola to navigate her 
loud American cousins, Chantal, Donna, and Princess; the 
grittiness of Detroit’s west side; a new school; and a surprising 
romance, all on her own. 
 
Just as she finds her footing in this strange new world, a 
dangerous proposition presents itself, and Fabiola soon realizes 
that freedom comes at a cost. Trapped at the crossroads of an 
impossible choice, will she pay the price for the American 
dream? 
 
*Please note:  This book contains mature content.  Consult Common 
Sense Media (www.commonsensemedia.org) for a review. 

 

I’ll Give You the Sun, Jandy Nelson* 
 
At first, Jude and her twin brother Noah, are inseparable. Noah 
draws constantly and is falling in love with the charismatic boy 
next door, while daredevil Jude wears red-red lipstick, 
cliff-dives, and does all the talking for both of them.  
 
Years later, they are barely speaking. Something has happened to 
change the twins in different yet equally devastating ways . . . but 
then Jude meets an intriguing, irresistible boy and a mysterious 
new mentor.  
 
The early years are Noah’s to tell; the later years are Jude’s. But 
they each have only half the story, and if they can only find their 
way back to one another, they’ll have a chance to remake their 
world.  
 
*Please note:  This book contains mature content.  Consult Common 
Sense Media (www.commonsensemedia.org) for a review. 
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Refugee, Alan Gratz 
 
Three different kids. 
 
One mission in common: ESCAPE. 
 
Josef is a Jewish boy in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of 
concentration camps looming, he and his family board a ship 
bound for the other side of the world… 
 
Isabel is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her 
country, she and her family set out on a raft, hoping to find 
safety and freedom in America… 
 
Mahmoud is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart 
by violence and destruction, he and his family begin a long trek 
toward Europe… 
 
All three young people will go on harrowing journeys in search of 
refuge. All will face unimaginable dangers–from drownings to 
bombings to betrayals. But for each of them, there is always the 
hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are 
separated by continents and decades, surprising connections will 
tie their stories together in the end. 

 

The Book Thief, Markus Zusak 
 
It’s just a small story really, about among other things: a girl, some 
words, an accordionist, some fanatical Germans, a Jewish 
fist-fighter, and quite a lot of thievery. . . . 
 
Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak’s 
groundbreaking new novel is the story of Liesel Meminger, a foster 
girl living outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager 
existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something 
she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing 
foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her 
neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man 
hidden in her basement before he is marched to Dachau. 
 
This is an unforgettable story about the ability of books to feed the 
soul. 
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The Sun is Also a Star, Nicola Yoon 
 
Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not 
destiny. Or dreams that will never come true. I’m definitely not the 
kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New York City street 
and falls in love with him. Not when my family is twelve hours away 
from being deported to Jamaica. Falling in love with him won’t be 
my story. 
 
Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good student, living up to 
my parents’ high expectations. Never the poet. Or the dreamer. But 
when I see her, I forget about all that. Something about Natasha 
makes me think that fate has something much more extraordinary 
in store—for both of us. 
 
The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this 
single moment. A million futures lie before us. Which one will come 
true? 
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