
The Pingry School Summer Reading 2018 
Required Reading 

Entering Form I 
 
Please choose TWO of the following books to read this summer.  For your first choice, you 
will complete the “Summer Reading Questionnaire”; for your second choice, you will 
complete a creative project with your class in September. 

 

Ghost, Jason Reynolds 
 
Running. That's all that Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has 
ever known. But never for a track team. Nope, his game has 
always been ball. But when Ghost impulsively challenges an elite 
sprinter to a race -- and wins -- the Olympic medalist track 
coach sees he has something: crazy natural talent. Thing is, 
Ghost has something else: a lot of anger, and a past that he is 
trying to outrun. Can Ghost harness his raw talent for speed and 
meld with the team, or will his past finally catch up to him? 

 

A Northern Light, Jennifer Donnelly 
 
Sixteen-year-old Mattie Gokey has big dreams but little hope of 
seeing them come true. Desperate for money, she takes a job at 
the Glenmore, where hotel guest Grace Brown entrusts her with 
the task of burning a secret bundle of letters. But when Grace's 
drowned body is fished from the lake, Mattie discovers that the 
letters could reveal the grim truth behind a murder. 
 
Set in 1906 against the backdrop of the murder that inspired 
Theodore Dreiser's An American Tragedy, Jennifer Donnelly's 
astonishing debut novel effortlessly weaves romance, history, 
and a murder mystery into something moving, and real, and 
wholly original. 
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Wolf Hollow, Lauren Wolk 
 
Growing up in the shadows cast by two world wars, Annabelle 
has lived a mostly quiet, steady life in her small Pennsylvania 
town. Until the day new student Betty Glengarry walks into her 
class. Betty quickly reveals herself to be cruel and manipulative, 
and while her bullying seems isolated at first, things quickly 
escalate, and reclusive World War I veteran Toby becomes a 
target of her attacks. While others have always seen Toby’s 
strangeness, Annabelle knows only kindness. She will soon need 
to find the courage to stand as a lone voice of justice as tensions 
mount. 
 
Brilliantly crafted, Wolf Hollow is a haunting tale of America at a 
crossroads and a time when one girl’s resilience, strength, and 
compassion help to illuminate the darkest corners of our history.  

 

The Crossover, Kwame Alexander 
 
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. 
My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm 
delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He 
and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh 
has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, 
that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious 
middle grade novel of family and brotherhood. 
 
Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off 
the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as 
their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for 
the entire family.  

2 



 

The 57 Bus, Dashka Slater 
 
One teenager in a skirt.  
One teenager with a lighter. 
One moment that changes both of their lives forever. 
 
If it weren't for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have 
met. Both were high school students from Oakland, California, 
one of the most diverse cities in the country, but they inhabited 
different worlds. Sasha, a white teen, lived in the middle-class 
foothills and attended a small private school. Richard, a black 
teen, lived in the crime-plagued flatlands and attended a large 
public one. Each day, their paths overlapped for a mere eight 
minutes. But one afternoon on the bus ride home from school, a 
single reckless act left Sasha severely burned, and Richard 
charged with two hate crimes and facing life imprisonment. The 
case garnered international attention, thrusting both teenagers 
into the spotlight. 

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, Mark 
Haddon* 
 
Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the 
world and their capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. He 
relates well to animals but has no understanding of human 
emotions. He cannot stand to be touched. And he detests the 
color yellow. 
 
Although gifted with a superbly logical brain, for 
fifteen-year-old Christopher everyday interactions and 
admonishments have little meaning. He lives on patterns, rules, 
and a diagram kept in his pocket. Then one day, a neighbor's 
dog, Wellington, is killed and his carefully constructive universe 
is threatened. Christopher sets out to solve the murder in the 
style of his favourite (logical) detective, Sherlock Holmes. What 
follows makes for a novel that is funny, poignant and fascinating 
in its portrayal of a person whose curse and blessing are a mind 
that perceives the world entirely literally. 
 
*Please note:  This book contains mature content.  Consult Common 
Sense Media (www.commonsensemedia.org) for a review. 
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Between Shades of Gray, Ruta Sepetys 
 
Lina is just like any other fifteen-year-old Lithuanian girl in 
1941. She paints, she draws, she gets crushes on boys. Until one 
night when Soviet officers barge into her home, tearing her 
family from the comfortable life they've known. Separated from 
her father, forced onto a crowded and dirty train car, Lina, her 
mother, and her young brother slowly make their way north, 
crossing the Arctic Circle, to a work camp in the coldest reaches 
of Siberia. Here they are forced, under Stalin's orders, to dig for 
beets and fight for their lives under the cruelest of conditions. 
 
Lina finds solace in her art, meticulously--and at great 
risk--documenting events by drawing, hoping these messages 
will make their way to her father's prison camp to let him know 
they are still alive. It is a long and harrowing journey, spanning 
years and covering 6,500 miles, but it is through incredible 
strength, love, and hope that Lina ultimately survives. Between 
Shades of Gray is a novel that will steal your breath and capture 
your heart. 

 

Ugly, Robert Hoge 
 
Robert Hoge was born with a giant tumour on his forehead, 
severely distorted facial features and legs that were twisted and 
useless. His mother refused to look at her son, let alone bring 
him home. But home he went, to a life that, against the odds, was 
filled with joy, optimism and boyhood naughtiness. 
 
Home for the Hoges was a bayside suburb of Brisbane. Robert's 
parents, Mary and Vince, knew that his life would be difficult, but 
they were determined to give him a typical Australian childhood. 
So along with the regular, gruelling and often dangerous 
operations that made medical history and gradually improved 
Robert's life, there were bad haircuts, visits to the local pool, 
school camps and dreams of summer sports. 
 
Ugly is Robert's account of his life, from the time of his birth to 
the arrival of his own daughter. It is a story of how the love and 
support of his family helped him to overcome incredible 
hardships. It is also the story of an extraordinary person living 
an ordinary life, which is perhaps his greatest achievement of all. 
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