
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

       June 2018 

A Message to Pingry Families, 

Fostering a love of reading is one of the greatest gifts we can give our children. 

 

The Lower School Library Summer Reading Lists have been developed to encourage reading 

and to guide our students with their book choices during the summer. Reading for pleasure 

helps to build reading skills and instills a love of reading that will last a lifetime.   

We recommend that students read a variety of books from their reading list. Many different 

books, from challenging to easier choices, are listed. While specific book titles are suggested, 

students may choose any book by the authors listed. Titles are annotated to help in the  

selection process. 

Children are not expected to read all the books on the list; these suggestions are intended 

to provide many possible choices. 

We hope every child will find something on the list which will spark their interest in reading.  

The following information and resources can be found in this booklet: 

 Postcards to the Library Program – Students send picture postcards to the Library and 

share information about the books they are reading. See directions for participation on the 

next page.  

 Reading Log – Set a reading goal, and record all the books read during the summer. 

Browse the Lower School Library Website for subscription databases and other online  

resources for research and related activities. (These resources require a username and  

password for login.) 

Have a Wonderful Summer and Happy Reading! 

  Sincerely, 

   Mrs. D’Innocenzo 

   Lower School Librarian      

http://sh.opals.pingry.k12.nj.us/bin/home


 

 

Send Postcards to the Library 

Dear Mrs. D’Innocenzo, 

I am having fun this summer. 

I go to soccer camp during the 

day, go swimming with my friends, 

and read every night before dinner. 

I read Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory by Roald Dahl. It was a 

great book and I loved it! 

Your friend, 

Taylor Jones 

Mrs. D’Innocenzo 

The Pingry School Library 

50 Country Day Drive 

Short Hills, NJ 07078 

How to Participate in Postcards to the Library: 
  

 Send picture postcards to the Library at the above address. 

 Send one postcard for every book you read.  

 A picture postcard can be sent from anywhere – even from your own  

hometown or from Grandma’s house. 

 Include the book title, author’s name, and your first and last name. 

 Write a short description of what you liked about the book and how you are  

enjoying your summer vacation. 

 Each postcard is entered in a drawing to be held the first week of school in 

September. 

 Ten postcards will be picked at random, with prizes of Barnes & Noble gift 

cards awarded at the assembly. 

 All postcards will be displayed in the hallway at Back-to-School Night and  

later placed in an album available in the library. 

Have a wonderful summer! 

Happy Reading! 
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The Pingry Lower School Library 
2018 Summer Reading List 

 

Chapter Books for Students Entering Grade 2 

All About Ellie: The Critter Club Series by Callie Barkley. Little Simon, 2016. 
When she wins the lead role in a school play, second-grader Ellie neglects her friends in the Critter 
Club and their new animal shelter. 

Amelia Bedelia Dances Off (Series) by Peggy Parish. Greenwillow Books, 2015.   
When Amelia’s aunt gives her dance lessons as an early birthday present, she agrees to give it a try 
and soon makes new friends and enjoys many different kinds of dancing. 

Barkus by Patricia MacLachlan. Chronicle Books, 2017. 
Barkus is a large and very smart dog who comes to live with seven-year-old Nicky when Nicky’s Uncle 
Everton goes traveling--and soon he is a family and school favorite. 

Bea Garcia: The Curse of Einstein’s Pencil (Series) by Deborah Zemke. Dial Books, 2017. 
Bea Garcia wants to impress her brainy new friend by excelling at the geography contest, but her  
talents lie elsewhere. She learns that the best way to make friends is by being herself. 

Best Friends Forever: Bink and Gollie Series by Kate DiCamillo. Candlewick, 2013. 
When Gollie suspects she has royal blood in her veins and begins to act like a snob, Bink must find a 
way to deal with her friend’s new behavior in order to keep their friendship. 

Cam Jansen and the Knock, Knock Mystery (Series) by David Adler. Viking, 2015.  
Eric’s Grandma Minnie and Grandpa Max keep hearing someone knock at their door, night and day, 
but find no one there. Cam tries to solve the mystery using her amazing memory. 

The Chicken Squad: The First Misadventure (Series) by Doreen Cronin. Atheneum, 2014. 
Dirt, Sweetie, Poppy and Sugar, the chicks of the Chicken Squad, must figure out what Tail the squirrel 
is so afraid of. Also read: #2 The Case of the Weird Blue Chicken (2014), #3 Into the Wild, Yet Another 
Misadventure (2014), #4 Dark Shadows, Yes Another Misadventure (2017), and #5 Gimme Shelter, 
Misadventures and Misinformation (2017). 

Danger in the Darkest Hour: Super Edition (Magic Tree House Series) by Mary Pope Osborne.  
Stepping Stone, 2015. Jack and Annie go back in time to England in 1944 during World War II. They 
find themselves parachuting into Normandy, France, behind enemy lines on June 5. Will the brave 
brother and sister team be able to make a difference?  
Night of the Ninth Dragon #55. Random House, 2016.  
When a mysterious note invites them to Camelot, Jack and Annie travel in the magic tree house to 
the magical kingdom where they must find a lost dragon. 



 

The Pingry Lower School Library 2018 Summer Reading List      2 

Dory Fantasmagory and the Real True Friend (Series) by Abby Hanlon. Dial Books, 2016. 
Dory is the youngest child with a big imagination. At school, she makes a new friend but her brother 
and sister are sure Rosabelle is imaginary, just like all of Dory’s other friends. 

EllRay Jakes Stands Tall! by Sally Warner. Viking, 2016. 
Eight-year-old EllRay Jakes, the shortest kid in class and still chosen last at recess, hones  
his basketball skills with Mr. Havens and earns the respect of his third-grade classmates. 

The Ember Stone #1 (The Last Firehawk Series) by Katrina Charman. Scholastic, 2017. 
Perodia is threatened by Thorn, a powerful vulture, who is using magic. But when a young owl named 
Tag, and his best friend squirrel, rescue a golden egg from Thorn’s Tiger bats they may have found the 
key. Also read: The Crystal Caverns (2017) and Whispering Oak (2018). 

Eva’s Treetop Festival (Owl Diaries Series) by Rebecca Elliott. Scholastic 2015. 
Eva Wingdale gets in over her head when she offers to organize a spring festival at school. Even with 
her best friend Lucy’s help, there is NO way she will get everything done in time. 

Halfway to Perfect (Dyamonde Daniels Book Series) by Nikki Grimes. Puffin, 2018. 
Dyamonde notices a change in Damaris’s eating habits and tries to find a way to show her that she is 
perfect just the way she is and should not let what other people say affect her. 

Heidi Heckelbeck Goes to Camp (Series) by Wanda Coven. Simon & Schuster, 2014. 
Heidi is excited about spending two weeks with Lucy at camp, but Lucy’s friends from last year ignore 
her and she feels unwelcome, leading Heidi to cast a friendship spell on them. 

Horrible Harry and the Hallway Bully (Horrible Harry Series) by Susie Kline. Viking, 2014. 
Selected to join the school safety patrol squad, third-grader Mary quickly turns into a bully and  
classmate Doug suspects she may be tampering with the book raffle. 

In Aunt Lucy’s Kitchen (Cobble Street Cousins Series) by Cynthia Rylant. Schuster, 1998. 
While staying with their aunt, three nine-year-old cousins keep busy baking and selling cookies, 
putting on a poetry and singing performance. Read all five books. 

Judy Moody and the Bucket List by Megan McDonald. Candlewick, 2016. 
Discovering Grandma’s mysterious “bucket list” of things that she wants to do in her lifetime, Judy 
Moody tries to create her own list, from learning to do a cartwheel to visiting Antarctica. 

Leroy Ninker Saddles Up (Tales From Deckawoo Drive Series Book 1) by Kate DiCamillo. Candlewick, 
2014. Leroy Ninker has a hat, a lasso, and boots, but no horse, until he meets Maybelline and it is love 
at first sight, until Leroy forgets the third rule of caring for her.  
Francine Poulet Meets the Ghost (2015) Where Are You Going, Baby Lincoln? (2016). 

Lola Levine and the Vacation Dream (Series) by Monica Brown. Little Brown, 2017. 
Lola Levine is ecstatic to learn that her family will visit her favorite aunt in Peru, where she and Ben 
discover the wonderful adventures to be found in Lima while trying to stay out of trouble. 

The Lost Stone: #1 The Kingdom of Wrenly (Series) by Jordan Quinn. Little Simon, 2014. 
Eight-year-old Lucas, Prince of Wrenly, is eager to explore and Clara, daughter of the queen’s seam-
stress, knows the kingdom well, so they team up to find a lost jewel and visit all of the land’s main 
attractions as they search. Fantasy series Books 1-12. 
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The Midnight Ride of Flat Revere: Flat Stanley’s Worldwide Adventures (Series)  
by Jeff Brown. 2016. While on vacation in Boston, a tour guide invites Flat Stanley to  
reenact Paul Revere’s famous midnight ride. 

Minnie and Moo, Hooves of Fire (Series) by Denys Cazet. Creston Books, 2015. 
To raise money for a down payment on a new tractor for Mr. and Mrs. Farmer, cow friends Minnie 
and Moo organize the First Annual Hoot, Holler, and Moo Talent Festival. 

My Father’s Dragon by Ruth Stiles Gannett. Random House, 1979. 
A young boy determines to rescue a poor baby dragon who is being used by a group of lazy wild  
animals to ferry them across the river on Wild Island. 

Nancy Clancy Soccer Mania (Series) by Jane O’Connor. Harper, 2015. 
As her third-grade class learns about “superb synonyms,” slow-footed Nancy plays on the soccer 
team, with the goal of just being mediocre, or a little better than average. 

Paws Off, Cheddarface! (Geronimo Stilton Series) by Geronimo Stilton. Scholastic, 2004. Geronimo 
Stilton, reporter and editor for “The Rodent’s Gazette” in New Mouse City, fights for control of his life 
and livelihood when a look-alike impostor tries to take over the newspaper. 

Public Library Enemy #1: Jasper John Dooley Series by Caroline Adderson. Kids Can Press, 
2016.  Jasper John Dooley was trying to practice his reading skills. He wanted to be ready to read to 
Molly the Dog at the library.  But, he accidentally ruined a book and he fears he will never be allowed 
back into the library again. 

Ricky Ricotta’s Mighty Robot (Series) by Dav Pilkey. Scholastic, 2014. 
Ricky Ricotta, a small mouse, is bullied at school, but when he rescues a powerful robot from its evil 
creator, he acquires a friend and protector--and saves the city from Dr. Stinky. 

Search for the Lightning Dragon: Dragon Masters Series #7 by Tracey West. Scholastic, 2017.  
The Dragon Masters have two tasks: track down the newly hatched Lightning Dragon, and find his  
destined Dragon Master, a boy named Carlos, and convince him to trust them--but somebody else  
has dark plans for this particular powerful and wild dragon. 

Second Grade Rules, Amber Brown (Series) by Paula Danziger. Putnam’s Sons, 2004.  
Amber Brown loves the second grade, but wonders if she will ever receive an award from the desk 
fairy for keeping her desk clean. 

Stink and the Attack of the Slime Mold (Series) by Megan McDonald. Candlewick, 2016.  
Stink may love science but he is upset about slime mold living and growing in his own room. At  
Science Club, he learns that these organisms are smart enough be on food. 

Violet Mackerel’s Possible Friend (Series) by Anna Branford. Atheneum Books, 2014. 
After moving to a new neighborhood, a girl who is both a worrier and a problem solver meets a  
possible very good friend next door. 

Zoey and Sassafras: Dragons and Marshmallows Series #1 by Asia Citro. Innovation Press, 2017.  
Zoey discovers a glowing photo and learns an amazing secret. Injured magical animals come to their 
backyard barn for help! When a sick baby dragon appears, it’s up to Zoey and Sassafras to figure out 
what’s wrong. 
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Fiction — Students Entering Grade 3 

The Adventures of a South Pole Pig by Chris Kurtz.  Houghton Mifflin, 2014. 
Flora the pig ditches life on the farm for an adventure in Antarctica, where she escapes the knife and 
lives her dream of pulling a sled with a team of dogs. Great for reading aloud! 

Alvin Ho, Allergic to the Great Wall, The Forbidden Palace and Other Tourist Attractions (Series)  
by Lenore Look.  Schwartz & Wade, 2015. Alvin, an Asian American second grader who’s afraid of  
everything, is taking his fears to a whole new level or should we say, continent when he goes on a  
trip to China with his family. 

Amber Brown Horses Around (Series) by Paula Danziger. Putnam, 2014.  
Amber is excited to be spending the summer with her friends at camp, but things get complicated 
when she learns that her worst enemy, Hannah, is one of her bunkmates. 

The BFG by Roald Dahl. Knopf, 1993. 
Kid-snatched from her orphanage by a BFG (Big Friendly Giant), who spends his life blowing happy 
dreams to children, Sophie concocts a plan to save the world from nine other giants. 

Back to School Weird Kids Rule! (My Weird School) by Dan Gutman. HarperCollins, 2014.  
A hurricane ends A.J.’s family vacation in Bermuda early and he and his family are forced to stay at 
Andrea’s house for a week. Then, their parents send them to the weirdest day camp ever and they 
are determined to make this a summer they will never forget. 

Bad Kitty Takes the Test by Nick Bruel.  Roaring Brook Press, 2017. 
Kitty’s cat license has been revoked and she must take a test to get it back. If she fails, she will no 
longer be able to be a cat. Kitty learns all about being a cat and a little about herself. 

The Boxcar Children Mysteries (Series) by Gertrude Chandler Warner. Whitman, 1977.  
Four orphans, two boys and two girls, set up housekeeping in an old boxcar. 

Brand New School, Brave New Ruby (Ruby and the Booker Boys Series) by Derrick Barnes.  
Scholastic, 2008. Eight-year-old Ruby Booker is headed to a new school where her older brothers rule; 
however, Ruby has big plans to change that. 

Calvin Coconut: Dog Heaven (Series) by Graham Salisbury. Wendy Lamb, 2010. 
Fourth-grader Calvin creates a unique way to express his desire for a dog after his teacher  
asks him to write a persuasive argument about something he really wants.  
 

Can You Survive an Earthquake? Interactive Survival Adventure (Series) by Rachel Hanal. Capstone, 
2013. You’re in the middle of an unpredictable natural disaster, an earthquake. No place is safe as the 
ground shudders, shakes, and splits. How will you survive? Readers choose how the story ends in 
different adventures about survival  
during a crisis.  
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Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White. Harper Collins, p1980, c1952. 
Wilbur, the pig, is desolate when he discovers that he is destined to be the farmer’s Christmas dinner, 
until his spider friend, Charlotte, decides to help him. Newbery Honor. 

The Chocolate Touch by Patrick Catling. Morrow, 1979.  
A boy acquires a magical gift that turns everything his lips touch into chocolate. 

Clementine and the Family Meeting (Series) by Sara Pennypacker. Hyperion, 2012.  
Third-grader Clementine tries to adjust to the news that her perfect family of four is adding a new 
brother or sister. 

Cody Harmon King of Pets (Franklin School Friends Series ) by Claudia Mills. Farrar  
Straus Giroux, 2016. Cody Harmon doesn’t love reading, math, spelling, or really any of the subjects 
that are taught in third grade. But he lives on a farm and he loves animals so when the school holds a 
pet-show fund-raiser, it should be his time to shine. 

D-Day: Battle on the Beach (Ranger in Time Series) by Kate Messner. Scholastic, 2018. 
Ranger, a time-traveling golden retriever with search-and-rescue training, heads to Normandy on the 
morning of the D-Day invasion where he meets Leo, a Jewish boy who is hiding with a local farmer, 
and Walt, a young American soldier fighting to free France from the Nazis. 
Journey Through Ash Mountain (Ranger In Time Series) Scholastic, 2017.  
In this adventure, Ranger goes to Viking Age Iceland, which proves to be tough terrain for the time-
traveling golden retriever.  

Detective Gordon: A Complicated Case (Series) by Ulf Nilsson. Gecko Press, 2016. 
While Detective Gordon lays thinking in his bed, his assistant, Buffy, tries to solve the case of who is 
saying nasty things in the forest, with the hope of becoming the chief of police. 

Dog Man by Dav Pilkey. Scholastic, 2016. 
Part canine, part human, Dog Man is a crime-fighting sensation. He fights crime, sniffs out wrong-
doing, and battles his doglike tendencies. (Graphic Novel) 

Encyclopedia Brown and the Case of the Soccer Scheme (Series) by Donald Sobol.  Dutton, 2012.  
Encyclopedia Brown, boy detective extraordinaire, solves a new case about a nail-biting soccer game. 
Solutions provided at the end of each chapter. 

Flora and Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo. Candlewick, 2013.  
A girl named Flora and a squirrel named Ulysses, whose life was saved by Flora after an incident with 
a vacuum cleaner, team up to use Ulysses’ superpowers to conquer villains  
and protect the weak. 2014 Newbery Medal Winner. 

Gooney Bird and All Her Charms by Lois Lowry. Houghton Mifflin, 2013.  
Gooney Bird’s uncle lends her second grade class a skeleton while they study human anatomy, and 
they use Gooney Bird’s charm bracelet to present all they have learned. 

Gone Camping: A Novel in Verse by Tamera Wissinger. Houghton Mifflin, 2017. 
Hiking in the great outdoors, catching fish, watching the stars come out at night — camping is fun. 
Until it’s time to sleep. Then, Lucy wonders, what kinds of creatures lurk in the dark? With only her 
brother and grandpa as tent-mates, will Lucy be able to face her camping fears? 
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Hamster Princess Harriet the Invincible (Series) by Ursula Vernon. Dial Books, 2015. 
Harriet is not your average princess. She is a hamster and prefers sword-fighting and fractions to  
sighing and fainting. So when Harriet finds out she was cursed at birth to fall into a deep sleep at age 
twelve, she doesn’t react the way her parents were expecting.  

Henry and Beezus (Henry Huggins Series) by Beverly Cleary. Harper, 1980. 
Henry Huggins, his dog, Ribsy, and his friend, a girl named Beezus, try plan after plan to earn enough 
money for Henry to buy the shiny red bicycle he has his eye on. 

Hero Dog: Hilde Cracks the Case Series by Hilde Lysiak. Scholastic, 2017. 
Nine-year-old Hilde Lysiak wants to be a reporter with her own newspaper. She is investigating  
break-ins and missing baked goods with the help of Zeus, a little dog. 

The Hunt for the Secret Papyrus: Geronimo Stilton by Geronimo Stilton.  Scholastic, 2016.  
When the Black Papyrus goes missing from New Mouse City’s Egyptian “Mouseum,” Geronimo Stilton 
investigates, with the help of a secret agent. Also read Thea Stilton, Spacemice, and Cavemice Series. 
(Graphic Novel Series) 

Hunter Moran Digs Deep (Series) by Patricia Reilly Giff.  Holiday House, 2015. 
Hunter Moran hunts for a buried treasure, tearing up the town and getting into some tight spots.  
A companion to Hunter Moran Saves the Universe and Hunter Moran Hangs Out. 

I Survived the Eruption of Mt. St. Helens 1980 (I Survived Series) by Lauren Tarshis. Scholastic, 2016. 
On May 18, 1980, eleven-year-old Jessie Marlowe and her best friends, Eddie and Sam, are in a  
forest near Mount St. Helens when the months of wondering whether the volcano will erupt are  
finally answered. Read any book in the series. 

Imagination According to Humphrey (Series) by Betty Birney. Putnam, 2015. 
Imaginations are running wild in Mrs. Brisbane’s class, but Humphrey is stumped.  
His friends are writing about where they would go if they could fly, but Humphrey is HAPPY-HAPPY-
HAPPY right where he is in Room 26. 

Ivy and Bean Take the Case (Series) by Annie Barrows. Chronicle Books, 2013.  
After watching a movie about a detective on the television, Bean decides to set up shop as a private 
investigator ― and she and Ivy start looking for mysteries to solve. 

Jelly Bean: The Shelter Pet Squad Series by Cynthia Lord. Scholastic, 2014. 
Suzannah has always wanted a pet of her own, but she lives in an apartment where there are  
absolutely no pets allowed. What she CAN do is volunteer at a local pet shelter.  
Sequels: Merlin (2015), and Paloma (2016). 

Judy Moody Mood Martian (Series) by Megan McDonald. Candlewick, 2014.  
It’s Backwards Day, so Judy Moody double-dares herself to become Queen of the Good Mood for one 
whole week. Can she do it? 

Just Grace (Series) by Charice Harper.  Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 
Misnamed by her teacher, seven-year-old Just Grace prides herself on being empathetic, but when she 
tries to help a neighbor feel better, her good intentions backfire. 
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The Lemonade War (Series) by Jacqueline Davies. Houghton Mifflin, 2007.  
Evan is horrified that his younger sister is skipping third grade and joining his class. In the last days of 
summer, they compete for who can make the most profit selling lemonade. 

Little House in the Big Woods (Series) by Laura Ingalls Wilder. Harper Collins, 1953.  
A year in the life of two young girls growing up on the Wisconsin frontier. Read the series. 

Matilda by Roald Dahl. Viking, 1988.  
Matilda applies her untapped mental powers to rid the school of the evil, child-hating headmistress, 
Miss Trunchbull, and restore her nice teacher, Miss Honey. 

The Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Cleary. Morrow Junior Books, 1965.  
A reckless young mouse named Ralph makes friends with a boy in room 215 of the Mountain View Inn 
and discovers the joys of motorcycling. Read other titles by this author. 

Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard and Florence Atwater.Little Brown and Co., 1966. 
Mr. Popper starts out with one penguin in his house, but before he knows it there are twelve. 
Newbery Honor Book...a classic! 

Museum Mayhem: #39 Nancy Drew and the Clue Crew Series by Carolyn Keene. 2014. 
When a statue is broken during her class’s overnight trip to the museum, Nancy, Bess, and George try 
to get to the bottom of the mystery and find those responsible. 

The Mysterious Moonstone: The Key Hunters Series by Eric Luper. Scholastic, 2016. 
Cleo and Evan have a secret about books so dangerous they are locked up tight. A friend has vanished 
inside the pages of one of them. It’s up to them to find the key to set her free. 

Night of the Ninth Dragon #55 (Magic Tree House Series) by Mary Pope Osborne.  Random House, 
2016. When a mysterious note invites them to Camelot, Jack and Annie travel in 
the magic tree house to the magical kingdom where they must find a lost dragon.   

Nim’s Island by Wendy Orr.  Random House, 1999. 
Nim loves her island home and the animals she shares it with while her scientist father is away doing 
research, but trouble is on the way and a new e-mail friend could be the only one who can help. 

On the Road with Mallory (Series) by Laurie Friedman. Darby Creek, 2016. 
Mallory’s family is headed to the Grand Canyon. Mallory is looking forward to the road trip  
until she finds out that her snobby cousin Kate will be coming along. Is it a recipe for disaster? 

Ramona the Brave (Series) by Beverly Cleary. Harper Collins, 2006. 
Six-year-old Ramona tries to cope with her mother’s returning to work, monsters under her bed, and 
an unsympathetic first-grade teacher. 

The Ship of Secrets: Tenth Adventure in the Kingdom of Fantasy (Series) by Geronimo Stilton.  
Scholastic, 2017. On his way to the Ball, Geronimo is whisked away to the Kingdom of Fantasy, and he 
must save the Princess of the Vanilla Fairies from an evil wizard who is using the pirate ship, Ship of 
Secrets, to increase his power and take over the kingdom. 
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Sideways Stories from the Wayside School by Louis Sachar. Morrow Junior Books, 1978.  
Humorous episodes from the thirtieth-floor classroom of Wayside School, which was accidentally built 
sideways with one classroom on each story. 

Soupy Saturdays with the Pain and the Great One (Series) by Judy Blume. Delacorte, 2007.  
First-grader Jake is the Pain, and his annoying third-grade sister Abigail is the Great One. Although Jake 
and Abigail drive each other nuts, it’s clear that they care about each other. 

Stick Dog (Graphic Novel Series) by Tom Watson. Harper, 2013.  
Stick Dog and his four friends ― Stripes, Mutt, Poo-Poo and Karen ― will do anything to steal some 
sweet-smelling hamburgers from a family at Picasso Park! 

The Stories Julian Tells by Anne Cameron.  
Seven-year-old Julian gets into trouble with his younger brother. Julian is a fibber and great at telling 
stories. He can make his younger brother, Huey, believe just about anything.  

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume. Dutton Children’s Books, c. 1971. 
Peter finds his demanding two-year-old brother an ever-increasing problem.  
 

Superfudge. Dutton Children’s Books, 1980. Peter describes the highs and lows of life with his younger 
brother, Fudge. Also read Fudge-a-mania and Double Fudge. 

Third Grade Angels by Jerry Spinelli.  Arthur Levine Books, 2012.  
George “Suds” Morton competes with his third-grade classmates to earn the first “halo” of the year 
for good behavior, but being good turns out to be more stressful than he expected. 

The Twits by Roald Dahl.  
Two terrible old people who enjoy playing nasty tricks are finally outwitted by a family of monkeys. 

What Dog Knows by Sylvia Heede. Gecko Press, 2016. (Companion book to Wolf and Dog)  
When Wolf finds a fact-filled book in the library, he thinks he will at last outsmart his clever cousin 
Dog. Although Wolf is wild and Dog is tame, these two find there’s always much to learn about friends 
and enemies. 

The Year of Billy Miller by Kevin Henkes. Harper Collins, 2013. Newbery Honor 2014.  
Seven-year-old Billy Miller starts second grade with a bump on his head and a lot of worries, but by 
the end of the year he has developed good relationships with his teacher, his little sister, and his  
parents and has learned many important lessons. 
 

 

Third Grade Teachers’ Picks 
 

 Read any books by author Bill Peet — great vocabulary and messages for readers. 
 

 Beverly Cleary books — read any Ramona series books or Henry and Ribsy. 
 

 Read nonfiction New True Books. Get ready for 3rd Grade Social Studies! 
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Fiction for Parents and Children to Share 

(Advanced readers may read them on their own.) 

The Adventures of a South Pole Pig by Chris Kurtz. Houghton Mifflin, 2014. 
Flora the pig ditches life on the farm for an adventure in Antarctica, where she escapes the knife and 
lives her dream of pulling a sled with a team of dogs. Great for reading aloud! 

The BFG by Roald Dahl. Puffin Books, 1998, 1992.  
Kidsnatched from her orphanage by a BFG (Big Friendly Giant) who spends his life blowing happy 
dreams to children, Sophie makes plans with him to save the world from giants. 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl.  Alfred Knopf, 1964.  
With his winning Golden Ticket, Charlie Bucket gets a rare tour of Willy Wonka’s chocolate factory 
and a large supply of chocolate. Read any title by this author. 

A Cricket in Times Square by George Selden. Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 1960. 
The adventures of Chester, a country cricket, who unintentionally arrives in New York and is  
befriended by Tucker Mouse and Harry Cat. 

Flora and Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo. Candlewick Press, 2013. 
A girl named Flora and a squirrel named Ulysses, whose life was saved by Flora after he was involved 
in an incident with a vacuum cleaner, team up to use Ulysses’ superpowers to conquer villains and 
protect the weak. Newbery Medal Winner 2014. 

The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo. Candlewick Press, 2006.  
Edward Tulane, a cold-hearted toy rabbit, loves only himself until he is separated from the little girl 
who adores him and travels across the country, finding new owners. 

Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard Atwater. Little, Brown, 1966. 
Mr. Popper starts out with one penguin in his house, but before he knows it there are twelve. 

Teddy & Co. by Cynthia Voigt. Alfred Knopf, 2016. 
Teddy, a great thinker, and a group of lost toys live on an island, but their peaceful world gets shaken 
up when new toys arrive. Will the newcomers fit in or change them forever?  

The Willoughbys by Lois Lowry. Houghton Mifflin, 2008. 
Four Willoughby children set out to become “deserving orphans” after their neglectful parents go on 
a treacherous around-the-world adventure, leaving them in the care of a nanny. 

The Year of Billy Miller by Kevin Henkes. Greenwillow, 2014.  
Seven-year-old Billy Miller starts second grade with a bump on his head and a lot of worries, but by 
the end of the year he has developed good relationships with his teacher, his little sister, and his par-
ents and has learned many important lessons. Newbery Honor 2014.  
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Picture Books 

Battle Bunny by Jon Sciezska. Simon & Schuster, 2014.  
On his birthday, Alex hijacks a story about Birthday Bunny and turns it into a battle between a super-
villain and his enemies in the forest who, in the original story, are simply planning a surprise party. 

Because of Thursday by Patricia Polacco. Simon & Schuster, 2016. 
Annie Fetlock--born on Thursday, met the love of her life on Thursday, and when a special cat comes 
into her life on Thursday, she knows he has found the right home. 

Ellen’s Broom by Kelly Starling Lyons. G.P. Putnam, 2012. Coretta Scott King Honor 2012. 
Ellen brings the broom her parents used in their wedding ceremony and accompanies them to the 
courthouse when the law changes and they are allowed to officially marry. 

Finding Lincoln by Ann Malaspina. Albert Whitman & Co. 2009. 
Louis needs to write an essay for school about young Abraham Lincoln. But it’s 1951 in Alabama, and 
African Americans cannot use the public library. Then one courageous librarian lets him in after hours 
and helps him find the book that he needs.   

Finding Winnie, The True Story of the World’s Most Famous Bear by Lindsay Mattick. Little, Brown, 
2015. Caldecott Award Winner 2016. In 1914, a veterinarian on his way to tend horses in World War I, 
followed his heart and rescued a baby bear. He named her Winnie, after his hometown of Winnipeg, 
and he took the bear to war. This is the remarkable true story that inspired Winnie-the-Pooh. 

Firebird: Ballerina Misty Copeland Shows a Young Girl How to Dance Like the Firebird by Misty 
Copeland. G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2014. Misty Copeland tells the story of a young girl who lacks  
confidence and questions her own ability. Misty encourages her to have faith in herself and shows  
her that through hard work and dedication, she too can become Firebird. 

Frank and Lucky Get Schooled by Lynne Rae Perkins. Greenwillow Books, 2016. 
A boy and his dog learn about each other, go to school to learn more, then explore the world around 
them as they study science, geography and even foreign languages together. 

Freedom in Congo Square by Carole Boston Weatherford. Little Bee Books, 2016. 
Chronicles slaves’ duties each day, from chopping logs on Mondays to baking bread on Wednesdays  
to plucking hens on Saturday, and builds to the freedom of Sundays and the special experience of an 
afternoon spent in Congo Square. Coretta Scott King Award 2017.  
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Ideas All Around by Philip Christian Stead. Roaring Brook, 2016. 
In search of writing ideas, an author takes a walk with his dog around the neighborhood where he 
finds that ideas really are all around, you just have to know what to do with them. 

John, Paul, George & Ben by Lane Smith. Hyperion, 2006.  
A humorous, informative look at the early lives of five founding fathers of the United States: George 
Washington, John Hancock, Paul Revere, Ben Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson. 

One Hen: How One Small Loan Made a Difference by Katie Milway. Kids Can Press, 2008.  
Kojo, a poor boy in Ghana, finds a way out of poverty and helps others do the same after he is given a 
small loan and buys a hen. 

Play Ball, Jackie by Stephen Krensky. Millbrook Press, 2011. 
Ten-year-old Matty is excited to see Jackie Robinson and the Brooklyn Dodgers take on the Boston 
Braves in 1947, but many fans are not happy to see Jackie playing in the major league. 

Rules of Summer by Shaun Tan. Scholastic, 2014. 
Two boys explain the occasionally mysterious “rules” they learned over the summer, like never eat 
the last olive at a party, never ruin a perfect plan, and never give your keys to a stranger. 

The Scrambled States of America by Laurie Keller. H. Holt, 1998.  
The states become bored with their positions on the map and decide to change places for a while.  
Fun facts! 

This Is the Rope: The Story of the Great Migration by Jacqueline Woodson. Nancy Paulsen Books, 
2013. A rope passed down through the generations frames an African American family’s story as they 
journey north during the time of the Great Migration. 

Trudy’s Big Swim: How Gertrude Ederle Swam the English Channel and Took the World by Storm  
by Sue Macy. Holiday House, 2017. On the morning of August 6, 1926, Gertrude Ederle stood on the 
beach at Cape Gris-Nez, France, and faced the churning waves of the English Channel. Twenty-one 
miles across the perilous waterway. Ederle broke records and became the first woman to swim across 
the Channel. 

The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Sciezska. Viking, 1989.  
The wolf gives his version of what really happened when he tangled with the three little pigs. 

What Do You Do With a Tail Like This? by Steve Jenkins. Houghton Mifflin, 2003.  
Explore the many amazing things animals can do with their ears, eyes, mouths, noses, feet, and tails 
in this beautifully illustrated guessing book. Caldecott Honor Book.  
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Nonfiction  

 
Balto and the Great Race by Elizabeth Kimmel. Random House, 1999. Balto, a sled dog, delivered 
medicine through a raging snowstorm to save Nome, Alaska, from an epidemic. 

Baseball: Fact Tracker: Nonfiction Companion to Magic Tree House by Mary Pope Osborne. Random 
House, 2017. When Jack and Annie came back from their adventure in Magic Tree House #29, they 
had lots of questions. When was baseball invented? What are the rules of the game? Who was Jackie 
Robinson? Who are some other baseball greats? Find out the answers and facts about baseball. Read 
any Fact Tracker. 

Buried Sunlight: How Fossil Fuels Have Changed the Earth by Molly Bang. Blue Sky Press, 2016. 
What are fossil fuels, and how did they come to exist? Explains how coal, oil, and gas are really 
“buried sunlight,” trapped beneath the surface of our planet for millions of years. Fossil fuels are 
changing the carbon balance of our planet’s air and water. What does this mean? 

Clara and Davie: The True Story of Clara Barton, Founder of the Red Cross by Patricia Polacco.  
Scholastic, 2014. The story of Polacco’s ancestor, Clara Barton, the famous Civil War battlefield nurse 
and founder of the American Red Cross, and her older brother Davie. 

Dinosaurs: Basher Basics Series by Dan Green. Kingfisher, 2012. 
Introduces dinosaurs and related topics, covering tyrannosaurus rex, giganotosaurus, compsognathus, 
fossils, and more. Read any book in this fun science series! 

Egg: Nature’s Perfect Package by Steve Jenkins. Houghton Mifflin, 2015. 
Explore how eggs come in all shapes and sizes and how animals lay, protect, and even use each  
other’s eggs as a food source, to help reveal the life cycle of the natural world. Hatching a plan for 
survival isn’t always easy in the wild! Read any title by this author. 

Glow: Animals with Their Own Night Lights by W. H. Beck. Houghton Mifflin, 2016. 
Close encounters with the curious creatures that make their own light. Learn about animals that glow, 
explore what makes them “light up,” their habitats, the adaptations they have made, and how they 
communicate. 

Grand Canyon by Jason Chin. Roaring Brook Press, 2017. 
Follow a father and daughter as they make their way through the Grand Canyon, discovering life both 
present and past as they explore the cavity in the ground 277 miles long, 18 miles wide, and more 
than a mile deep. 

Her Right Foot by Dave Eggers. Chronicle, 2017. 
The author focuses on the Statue of Liberty’s right foot, which, with its heel lifted off the ground, is 
caught in midstride. Yes, the statue is going somewhere! She is on the move!...she weighs 450,000 
pounds, and she is moving. Where is she going?  
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Hundred Billion Trillion Stars by Seth Fishman. Greenwillow, 2017. 
Our world is full of constantly changing numbers, from a hundred billion trillion stars in space to thirty
-seven billion rabbits on Earth. Can you imagine that many of anything? 

If I Were a Kid at the International Space Station by Josh Gregory. Scholastic, 2018. 
Learn all about space exploration and find out what astronauts do aboard the International Space  
Station, and how they travel back and forth from Earth. Read any title in the series.  

If Sharks Disappeared by Lily Williams. Roaring Brook, 2017. 
Many shark species are in danger of extinction, and that can cause big problems in the oceans and on 
land. What would happen if sharks disappeared completely? 

Look Up! Bird-Watching in Your Own Backyard by Annette Cate. Candlewick, 2014. 
Encourages kids to get outdoors with a sketchbook and really look around. Talkative cartoon birds tell 
how to identify various birds by color, shape, behavior, birdcall, and other traits. 

National Geographic Kids Robots by Melissa Stewart. National Geographic, 2014. 
Introduces robots and the science behind them, including a historic timeline of robot development, 
common jobs robots perform, and robots of the future. Read the series. 

The Soda Bottle School: A True Story about Recycling, Teamwork, & One Crazy Idea by Laura Kutner. 
Tilbury House, 2014. Why not use soda bottles, which were scattered all around, to form the core of 
the walls of their school? This is the story of children in Guatemala who reused soda bottles to expand 
their school and make the world a better place. 

Things That Float and Things That Don’t (eBook) by David Adler. Holiday House, 2013. 
It can be surprising which objects float and which don’t. An apple floats, but a ball of aluminum foil 
does not. But if that same ball of foil is shaped into a boat, it floats! Why? And how is it possible that  
a huge ship made of steel floats? This book answers these questions. 

This Is How We Do It: One Day in the Lives of Seven Kids from Around the World by Matt Lamothe. 
Chronicle, 2017. Follow one day in the real lives of seven kids from around the world--in Italy, Japan, 
Iran, India, Peru, Uganda, and Russia! Provides a window into traditions and experiences that may be 
different as well as what might be common to us. 

Wangari’s Trees of Peace: A True Story of Africa by Jeanette Winter. Harcourt, 2008.  
Tells the story of Wangari Maathai, a Nobel Prize-winning environmentalist who, shocked to see  
entire forests being cut down in her native country of Kenya, decides to take action, beginning with 
the planting of nine seedlings in her own backyard. 

Whale Trails Before and Now by Lesa Cline-Ransome. Henry Holt, 2016. 
A young girl helps her father, the boat captain on a whale-watching trip, and relates how her  
ancestors hunted whales in the same waters. Relates information on the history of whaling,  
whale-watching, and the differences between then and now. 

What Was the Titanic? by Joan Holub. Grosset & Dunlap, 2018. 
On April 15, 1912, the Titanic, the largest passenger steamship of this time was thought to be 
“unsinkable” but it sank after crashing into an iceberg. Find out why the great ship went down and 
how it was discovered seventy-five years later. 
Read any title in the What Is... and What Was… Series 
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Folktales and Fairy Tales 

Glass Slipper, Gold Sandal: A Worldwide Cinderella by Paul Fleischman. Holt, 2007.  
A retelling of the “Cinderella” story based on a variety of folk traditions, including elements from  
Mexico, Iran, Korea, Russia, Appalachia, and other countries and regions. 

Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters by John Steptoe. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1987.  
Mufaro’s beautiful daughters, one bad-tempered, one kind and sweet, go before the king, who is 
choosing a wife. African folktale. 

Rumpelstiltskin’s Daughter by Diane Stanley. HarperCollins, 1977.  
Rumpelstiltskin’s daughter may not be able to spin straw into gold, but she is more than a match for  
a monarch whose greed has blighted an entire kingdom. 

A Story, a Story: An African Tale by Gail E. Haley. Atheneum, 1970.  
Anansi, the spider man, wins stories from the Sky God. African folktale. 

The Talking Eggs by Robert San Souci. Dial Books for Young Readers, 1989.  
Blanche obeys the witch and gains riches while her greedy sister loses. 

 
 
 

 

Poetry 

 
Beastly Verse by Joohee Yoon. Enchanted Lion Books, 2015. 
Sixteen memorable poems with a richly worded world of tigers, hummingbirds, owls, elephants,  
pelicans, yaks, snails, and even telephones! Verse, rhyme, and beautiful images. 

Bow Tie Pasta Acrostic Poems by Brian Cleary. Millbrook Press, 2016. 
A collection of poems that shows how acrostics are created and how even the wackiest words be 
turned into a poem. 

Bravo! Poems About Amazing Hispanics by Margarita Engle. Henry Holt Books, 2017. 
Musician, botanist, baseball player, pilot--the Latinos featured in this poetry collection come from 
many different countries and from many different backgrounds. Celebrate their accomplishments  
and contributions to a history and community that thrives today!  
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Carnival of the Animals by Jack Prelutsky. Alfred Knopf, 2010.  
Art, music, and poetry are all pulled together into one colorful picture book. Read any title by this  
poet. 

I’m Just No Good at Rhyming: And Other Nonsense For Mischievous Kids and Immature Adults  
by Chris Harris. Little Brown, 2017. 
A collection of crazy rhyming and non-rhyming poems that will make you think and laugh. 

Runny Babbit: A Billy Sook by Shel Silverstein. Harper Collins, 2005. 
Features Runny and other woodland characters who speak a topsy-turvy language all their own.  
Also read: Runny Babbit Returns, Harper, 2017 

Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein. Harper Collins, 1974. A classic poetry collection, which 
is both outrageously funny and profound, with original drawings. 

You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You by Mary Ann Hoberman. Little, Brown, 2004.  
This title presents short retellings of familiar fairy tales, each told in two voices designed for children 
and adults to read together. Great to practice reading aloud. Read any title in the series. 

 

 

Biographies 
Ada Lovelace, Poet of Science, The First Computer Programmer by Diane Stanley. Simon & Schuster, 
2016. A hundred years before the dawn of the digital age, Ada Lovelace envisioned the computer-
driven world we know today. And in showing how the machine would be coded, she wrote the first 
computer program. 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind  by William Kamkwamba. Dial Books, 2012. 
When fourteen-year-old William Kamkwamba’s Malawi village was hit by a drought, everyone’s crops 
began to fail. Without enough money for food, let alone for school, William spent his days in the  
library . . . and figured out how to bring electricity to his village. 

Fifty Cents and a Dream: Young Booker T. Washington by Jabari Asim. Little, Brown 2012.  
Born into slavery, young Booker T. Washington dreamed of learning to read and write. After  
emancipation, Booker began a journey, taking his first of many steps towards a college degree.  
When he arrived, he had fifty cents in his pocket and a dream about to come true. 

Grace Hopper: Queen of Computer Code by Laurie Wallmark. Sterling Books, 2017. 
The story of a trailblazing woman. Grace Hopper coined the term “computer bug” and taught  
computers to “speak English.” Throughout her life, Hopper succeeded in doing what no one had  
ever done before. A role model for science- and math-minded girls and boys. 
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The Little Plant Doctor: A Story about George Washington Carver by Jean Marzollo. Holiday House, 
2011. Tells how the famous African American scientist always nurtured and studied plants, but the 
law did not allow black children to go to school. Finally, at age 12, Carver tells his beloved tree the  
exciting news that he is leaving to go to school.  

Malala’s Magic Pencil by Malala Yousafzai. Little, Brown, 2017. 
As a child in Pakistan, Malala wished for a magic pencil. She would use it to make everyone happy.  
But as she grew older, she saw that there were more important things to wish for. She saw a world 
that needed fixing. Malala, the youngest recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize, tells the story of her life 
in a picture book for younger readers. 

Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat by Javaka Steptoe. Little, Brown and 
Company, 2016. Basquiat’s childhood tells a powerful message that art doesn’t always have to be 
neat or clean — and definitely not inside the lines — to be beautiful. Caldecott Award 2017.  

Six Dots: A Story of Young Louis Braille by Jen Bryant. Alfred A. Knopf, 2016. 
Louis Braille was just five years old when he lost his sight. He wanted to live like everyone else and 
wanted to be able to read. But there were no books for him. So he invented his own alphabet —  
a whole new system for writing that could be read by touch.   

Thomas Jefferson: Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Everything by Maira Kalman. Paulsen Books, 2014. 
Thomas Jefferson is best known for writing the Declaration of Independence, but there’s so much 
more to discover. He was interested in everything!  

Time For Kids Biographies Series.  Harper Collins. (Read any title in the series.) 
Chronicles of the lives of famous Americans such as Henry Ford, Thomas Edison, Clara Barton, John F. 
Kennedy, Rosa Parks, Alexander Graham Bell, Jesse Owens and more. 

WHOOSH! Lonnie Johnson’s SUPER-SOAKING Stream of Inventions by Chris Barton.  
Charlesbridge, 2016. Lonnie Johnson, a NASA engineer, is best known for inventing the Super Soaker 
water gun, one of top twenty toys of all time and it was invented by accident! 

Who Was and Who Is…Biography Series. Grosset & Dunlop. 
An exciting, illustrated biography series that is perfect for children who are beyond easy-to-read 
books about famous people, but not quite ready for thick, long biographies. 

The World Is Not a Rectangle: A Portrait of Architect Zaha Hadid by Jeanette Winter. Simon & 
Schuster, 2017. Zaha Hadid grew up in Baghdad, Iraq, and dreamed of designing her own cities. After 
studying architecture in London, she started designing buildings. But as a Muslim woman, Hadid faced 
many obstacles. She worked hard for many years, and achieved her goals — and now you can see the 
buildings Hadid designed all over the world.  

You Never Heard of Willie Mays? by Jonah Winter. Schwartz & Wade, 2013. 
A profile of baseball star Willie Mays, tracing his Birmingham childhood, achievements in  
the Negro Leagues, and fame as a center fielder for the Giants. Read the Series. 
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