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Diaz-Martinez ’88 
Comes Back

This fall, Dr. Angelica 
Diaz-Martinez ’88 joins the 
faculty as the Director of 

Counseling. She replaces 
Dr. Mike Richardson, who 
retired at the end of last 
spring after 43 years of 
service at Pingry.

Dr. Diaz-Martinez at-
tended Pingry from 6th 
through 12th grade. She 
graduated in 1988 and went 
on to receive her B.A. in 
psychology and Spanish 
from Rutgers University, 
New Brunswick, and her 

By KASIA AXTELL (VI) M.A. in psychology from 
Montclair State Univer-
sity. She later returned to 
Rutgers, where she earned 

her Master and Doctor of 
Psychology degrees.

Prior to her return to 
Pingry, Dr. Diaz-Martinez 
was the Director of Student 
Counseling, Psychological, 
and Disability Services at 
Stevens Institute of Tech-
nology in Hoboken, NJ. She 
became aware that the posi-
tion of Director of Counsel-
ing at Pingry was available 
after attending Career Day 
last winter for the first time 
in five years.

To familiarize herself 
with the student body and 
school culture these days, 
she has also been popping 
in and out of advisory meet-
ings to try and get to know 
students, a feat that she 
has admitted is the most 
difficult part of being the 
new school psychologist. 
“I really want to be able to 
get around and get to know 
everyone. I know it’s going 
to be hard to do that all at 
once, …but it’s really im-
portant to me that I become 
a familiar face among the 
students,” she said.

Dr. Diaz-Martinez is ex-
cited about returning to Pin-
gry. “I’m excited to come 
back to a place where I had 
such a good experience,” 
she said. “I know the kinds 
of pressures that students 
are under and I know what 
the workload is like. Obvi-
ously, things have changed 
in 24 years, but I still have 
a good insight into what 
being a student at Pingry is 
like and what’s expected of 
the students, and I am aware 
of the peer pressure that is 
maybe a little different here 
than it is in other places.”

In her free time, Dr. Diaz-
Martinez enjoys spending 
time with her husband and 
her two sons, Sebastian 
and Julian. She also enjoys 
making pottery, an interest 
that stems back to her high 
school years at Pingry. 

Freshmen and Peer Leaders 
Enjoy the Bryn Mawr Retreat
By VINITA DAVEY (VI)

After classes on Wednes-
day, September 19th, the entire 
freshman class and the 34 Peer 
Leaders departed for the annual 
Peer Leadership Retreat at Camp 
Bryn Mawr in Pennsylvania. The 
students enjoyed two full days 
of making new connections, 
strengthening old friendships, 
and bonding with their Peer 
Groups.

Each Form III student is 
placed in a Peer Group at the be-
ginning of the school year, along 
with seven other classmates. The 
group is headed by two senior 
students, one female and one 
male, who have been selected as 
Peer Leaders through an applica-
tion process and undergone a 
three-day training retreat before 
the freshman trip.

The purpose of forming these 
groups, which meet once a week 
during 7th period, is to knit to-
gether the community by creat-
ing an atmosphere of trust and 
respect where Form III students 
can get to know each other as 
well as their upperclassmen Peer 
Leaders. During these meet-
ings, the Peer Leaders guide 
their “groupies” by doing fun 
activities to create friendships, 
but also by holding serious 
discussions, during which they 
analyze issues relevant to the 
Pingry community.

The retreat began with pre-
liminary boundary-breaking 

activities to give the groups a 
chance to become more comfort-
able with each other. Throughout 
the course of the trip, Peer Groups 
took part in thought-provoking 
activities, the subjects of which 
included inclusion, exclusion, 
and bullying.  

The remainder of the trip was 
spent taking part in fun competi-
tions. A favorite was the boat 
race, where groups competed 
to create boats out of a limited 
supply of garbage bags, card-
board boxes, and duct tape. The 
boats were eventually raced in 
the Bryn Mawr Lake. Addition-
ally, the Peer Leaders and faculty 
chaperones organized a dance for 
the Form III students, where the 
seniors dressed in costume and 

encouraged the freshmen to let 
loose and have fun.

Other activities included the 
Gauntlet, a timed obstacle course, 
where Peer Group members had 
to encourage and help each other 
across the obstacles in order to 
complete them as fast as possible. 
“The Gauntlet was awesome, not 
just because it promoted team 
communication and team build-
ing, but because I did a vertical 
split on the rope swings,” TanTan 
Wang (III) joked.  

The groups also participated in 
the Egg Drop and the Low Ropes 
course. “My favorite parts of the 
trip were the Gauntlet and doing 
the Low Ropes course,” Sophia 
Cortazzo (III) said. “They were 
fun and challenging and made 
our whole group work together. 
We laughed and fell, but in the 
end we worked together to figure 

out how we could complete them 
together.”

S. Reddi (VI)
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Convocation Reaffirms the Student Body’s 
Commitment to the Honor Code

By ALYSSA BAUM (V)

On Friday, September 7th, 
Upper and Middle School stu-
dents and faculty gathered in 
Hauser Auditorium for the an-
nual convocation ceremony.

Following tradition, all the 
faculty members who teach at 
the Martinsville Campus, the 
Magistri faculty members who 
teach at the Short Hills Campus, 
and the members of the Board 
of Trustees marched into the 
ceremony dressed in their aca-
demic robes. They were lined up 
based on the number 
of years they have 
taught at Pingry.

Mr. Miller Bugliari 
’52, the senior mem-
ber of the faculty, de-
livered the Invocation.  
During his speech, he 
reflected upon the last 
150 years of Pingry’s 
history and raised the 
point that we, the cur-
rent Pingry students, 
will create Pingry’s 
next chapter.

Nex t ,  S tuden t 
Body President Da-
vid Soled ’13 gave a 
speech during which 
he recounted the posi-
tive experiences he 
has had while attend-
ing Pingry for high 
school. Soled noted 
that the Honor Code is an inte-
gral part of the Pingry commu-
nity, and Convocation is a time 
when we are able to once again 

commit ourselves to the Honor 
Code. He added that one of his 
main goals for the coming school 
year is to create an atmosphere of 
“Pingry Pride” in all aspects of 
student life.

Soled commented later that 
he truly  enjoyed being a part of 
Convocation. “I loved the ex-
perience,” he said. “I’ve always 
wanted to be Student Body Presi-
dent, especially knowing that 
one of the honors is speaking at 
Convocation. I felt privileged to 
be on stage with so many amaz-
ing teachers whom I consider 
role models.”

Honor Board Chair Caroline 
Murphy ’13 joined Soled on 
stage to help him collect the 
signed Honor Codes from each 

advisory group and remind the 
student body that signing the 
Honor Code is the physical act of 
promising to uphold the code’s 
values in the coming year.

Mr. Jack Brescher ’65, the 
Chairman of the Board of Trust-
ees, then gave a speech in which 
he talked about the importance of 
being involved in group-oriented 
activities such as sports, drama, 
or clubs. Mr. Brescher used an 
example from the Olympics 
to prove his point; he told the 
story of Manteo Mitchell, a 
member of America’s 4 x 400 
meter men’s relay team, who 

broke his leg during the race but 
finished anyway so he would 
not let his teammates and his 
country down. According to 

Brescher, participating in group 
activities can improve a student’s 
leadership skills, communication 
skills, and work ethic.

Following Mr. Brescher, 
Headmaster Mr. Nat Conard 
recognized the more than 30 
Magistri faculty members who 
have been working at Pingry for 
over 25 years. He also pointed 
out the six faculty members who 
are currently in their twenty-fifth 
years at Pingry: Ms. Constance 
Fayen, Mr. Richard Freiwald Ms. 
Kelly Jordan, Mr. Tom Keating, 
Mr. Al Romano, and Ms. Patricia 
Saburn.

Mr. Conard closed with a 
speech about the importance of 
making the right decision when 
put in difficult situations. He used 
three examples of supposed role 
models who have made poor de-
cisions based on selfish motives: 
supreme athletes such as Melky 
Cabrera, Lance Armstrong, and 
London Olympians who used 
performance enhancing drugs; 
presidential candidates who 
have been showing a disregard 
for making sure they are being 
truthful when verbally attacking 
each other; and students at Har-
vard University who cheated on 
a take-home final exam. 

According to Mr. Conard, 
these situations show poor judg-
ment by individuals who were 
given the opportunity to gain 
a personal advantage, and that 
when we need to make difficult 
decisions in the coming years, 
we should think about the Honor 
Code.

B. Kaminoff (V)

Courtesy of the Communications Office

J. LeAndre, S. Wood, L. Mullet, and C. Gensch running 
a cross country race  P. 2
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EDITORIAL

—Kasia Axtell

It’s no secret that Pingry seniors are drowning in 
work, but they aren’t the only ones with floor-to-ceil-
ing to-do lists. Freshmen, sophomores, and juniors are 
swamped, too. Freshmen in particular have a lot on their 
plates as they adapt to their new high school lifestyles. 
Last week, the student body got to enjoy a bit of an 
escape from the crazy workload by devoting ourselves 
to making Spirit Week the coolest one ever. But, at 
the end of each day, we all had to go home and study 
hard in preparation for the coming day’s classes. Over 
the weekend, we went crazy dressing up as angels 
and devils at the Judgment Day themed Homecom-
ing Dance, but afterwards, there was no shortage of 
homework for us to complete.

The point is, no matter the grade, tons and tons of 
stuff is going on 24/7 here at Pingry. Every single 
student is buried in homework, extracurricular activi-
ties, and maintaining something of a social life. The 
thought of doing everything – and doing it well – can 
seem overwhelmingly daunting.

I know it does to me. In addition to taking six chal-
lenging academic courses, editing this newspaper, and 
playing Junior Varsity tennis, I am a member of both 
Blue Key and the Senior Giving Committee. It’s not 
an understatement when I tell you that my schedule 
is booked solid, every day of the week, every week 
of the school year.

But, despite what you may think, I am no busier 
than any of my peers at Pingry. In fact, I am sure that 
there are other students with even more on their plates. 
But hearing that all my peers are equally, if not more, 
swamped than I am doesn’t make me feel better. It 
doesn’t lessen my workload. It doesn’t get me to sleep 
two hours earlier. It doesn’t give me an entire Sunday 
to just relax on my couch or take my dog for a nice, 
long walk through the park near our house.

So if being told that I’m in the same boat as ev-
erybody else doesn’t serve as consolation, then what 
does?

The answer is simpler than you’d think.
All you have to do, really, is take things one step 

at a time.
Focus on the task at hand. Forget about the million 

and one things you just finished doing. Don’t think 
about the million and one things you’ve got to do by 
next week. You will probably find this to be nearly 
impossible at first, but the more you practice living 
in the moment and concentrating on the task at hand, 
the easier it will become, and, subsequently, the more 
relaxed you will be.

I can’t pinpoint the exact time and place that I first 
adopted that “one step at a time” attitude, but I can 
say in all honesty that I have been happier and more 
productive ever since. My month of September has 
been filled with more homework than usual, greater 
responsibilities at the Record, and, of course, choos-
ing a school to apply to Early Decision and getting 
all those applications filled out.

For some reason, I’m managing to get all of it done 
without stressing out as much as I would have any 
other year of my high school career.

I want to encourage all the other members of the 
Pingry community to adopt this same mindset. It may 
seem like a big risk to just let go and stop stressing at 
such an important time of the year, but it’s worth it.

Remember: the bigger the risk, the sweeter the 
success.
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Deak Raises Controversial Question:
Are We Forgetting 9/11 Too Soon?

By SOFIA DEAK (V)

The attacks of 9/11 are 
still fresh in the minds of 
Americans, especially those 
who lost family members, 

friends, neighbors, and em-
ployees on that terrible day. 
Pingry was not untouched 
in the events; several of our 
community members were 
killed or lost their family 
members, friends, or neigh-
bors. Some students are old 

enough to remember the 
attacks in varying degrees.

I t  can be agreed that 
the attacks have not been 
forgotten. But if America 
is still actively mourning 

those murdered eleven years 
ago, why is the media - and 
on a smaller scale, Pingry 
- trying to downgrade the 
anniversary into something 
that’s more of an after-
thought?

For example, neither The 

Diversity: More Than Just One Meaning
By AMANDA HULSE (VI)

“You’re Jewish?” I can’t 
tell you how many times I’ve 
been asked this question, or 
told that I don’t look like a 
Jew—what is a Jew supposed 
to look like, anyway? Most 
people I’ve encountered seem 
to be under the impression 
that all Jews look Israeli, or 
buy into the stereotype that 
my nose should be bigger.  

Diversity has always been 
a hot topic at Pingry, which 
is both part of what makes it 
such a unique place and part 
of why I always find being 
told that I “look like a Catho-
lic” especially amusing. Dif-
ferent cultures are celebrated 
through clubs, food sales, and 
dances at the multicultural 
assembly. I have never found 
the halls to be a homogenous 

New York Times nor The 
New York Post mentioned 
the attacks on the front 
pages of their newspapers. 
“In subsequent years, we 
do have to mark these mo-

ments, but it will be in 
a  more  modes t  way,” 
Carolyn Ryan, an Edi-
tor of “The New York 
Times,” announced after 
the newspaper received a 
barrage of angry emails 
and tweets about the ne-
glected anniversary.

E q u a l l y  a s  s h o c k -
ing, “The Today Show” 
skipped the moment of 
silence at 8:46 AM, the 
moment the first plane 
collided with the World 
Trade Center.  Instead, 
they continued interview-
ing Kris Jenner about her 
recent breast augmenta-
tion surgery.  

At Pingry, there was 
an equally small effort to 
honor this day of remem-
brance. Leaving morning 
meeting in silence and 
omitting the weekly joke 
from the announcements 
was necessary. But as the 
only way of remembering 

a recent and terrible attack 
on America, it was half-
hearted and disrespectful.

Contrast ingly,  Pingry 
dedicates entire assemblies 
to remembering conflicts 
60 to 90 years old. Why is 
it that the thousands mur-

dered less than forty miles 
from our campus were not 
given the remembrance they 
deserved? 

Pingry seemed to have 
added the exit in silence 
as an afterthought, focus-
ing on more important an-
nouncements, such as the 
upcoming Club Fair and a 
reminder about the Dress 
Down Day at the end of 
the week. Pingry should 
have dedicated the assembly 
specifically to remembering 
9/11 and added the remind-
ers at the end.

Although many have ar-
gued that it is time to move 
on after eleven years, it is 
still important to remember 
the suffering of our nation 
as a result of malicious 
attacks on our people. Is 
reducing the amount of 
attention 9/11 receives a 
sign of moving on, or is it 
disrespecting the lives lost, 
forgetting their suffering?

Many have noted that it 
will be hard to determine 
how much attention to give 
the issue in coming years 
and ponder what will be-
come the appropriate way to 
commemorate the attacks. 

But I believe that as long 
as we continue to treat the 
day with respect, or per-
haps begin respecting it 
again, we will do our job of 
remembering the deaths of 
Americans.

blur in the nine years I’ve 
been attending Pingry, but we 
still seem to be missing part 
of the point.

I think that as a commu-
nity, we tend to use the word 
diversity primarily to refer 
to race (who could forget the 
“White Privilege” video?), 
and we often tend to forget 
that it encompasses so much 
more. In its basic definition, 
diversity simply means va-
riety, and when applied to 
social situations, it denotes 
not only racial and ethnic 
differences, but also gender, 
sexuality, socio-economic 

status, age, physical capacity, 
and personal beliefs. 

Here at Pingry, we seem to 
be hyperaware and respectful 
of physical and ethnic differ-
ences but blinded to the inner 
deviations of personality, 
which I think are just as ben-
eficial for us to learn about, 
if not more so.

Senior Dan Muro thinks, 
“As a private school, we have 
the advantage of having a 
smaller community, while 
also having the opportunity 
to give kids lots of differ-
ent perspectives. I wish that 
people would be more aware 

of their personal prejudices 
and beliefs so that we could 
create a dialogue and not just 
push points at each other.”

I think that the goal of 
our community should be to 
use this new school year as a 
time to reassess our personal 
definitions of diversity. As 
Dan said, students have many 
interesting opinions to offer 
that are often either brushed 
off or discouraged by their 
peers. 

Remembering not to take 
each other at face value will 
help us to engender a more 
accepting intellectual en-

vironment—
my face may 
appear  one 
way, but that 
has no bear-
i n g  o n  m y 
actual feel-
ings, beliefs, 
o r  cu l tu ra l 
identity. By 
breaking pre-
c o n c e i v e d 
notions like 
t h i s ,  e s p e -
c i a l l y  o f 
what “smart” 
looks like, we 
can use the 
new school 
year to help 
improve our 
community’s 
diversity of 
thought and 
conversation, 
and enhance 
our diversity 
program by 
learning from 
each other.

Senior Copy Editor
Vinita Davey

M. Aliamer (VI)

Let’s Just Take One 
Step at a Time
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Do Community Service for the Right 
Reasons: Baum Tells You How

EDITORIAL

Recently, in my AP U.S. History class we discussed re-
ligious dissent in the Massachusetts Bay colony during the 
early seventeenth century. Roger Williams was exiled for 
questioning the colonists’ right to punish individuals because 
of their religious beliefs and Anne Hutchinson was exiled for 
challenging the authority of ministers and their teachings.

Luckily, we live in the twenty-first century, and Pingry 
doesn’t exile students or teachers who voice their opinions—
even if they are unpopular. That said, my own impressions 
are that there is a lack of political dialogue and activism in 
the Pingry community.

In a typical morning meeting, students on stage inform 
the audience about an upcoming sports game or announce 
a club meeting. Occasionally, someone will ask that you 
purchase food at a bake sale or donate a dollar at the next 
dress down day. But, do we ever explain why donating that 
dollar is so important, or what issues affect the people that 
the dollar is benefiting?

Students rarely deliver their viewpoints on affairs of 
national interest, or ask that we support a cause. We don’t 
discuss the lack of human rights protections in countries like 
China or Iran. Our school doesn’t even have an active Young 
Democrats or Young Republicans club where students might 
voice and debate their opinions. There are also a strikingly 
small number of cars in our parking lot that have campaign 
bumper stickers on them.

Now, I don’t mean to say that there are no political discus-
sions taking place at Pingry. Mr. Crowley-Delman ’97 created 
the Foreign and Independent Film Series last year. The films 
viewed in the series are fascinating, provide unique insight 
into other cultures, and address many contemporary issues 
including racism, poverty, and the role of government. Also, 
Peter Rothepletz (IV) recently created a Political Analysis 
Club to discuss and examine current issues. While I applaud 
these efforts, they are the exception and not the standard.

This year, 2012, may end up being the most dynamic in 
recent history. With a wave of revolutions in the Middle 
East, a surge of mass shootings in the past few months, 
protests questioning the greed on Wall Street, and of course 
the presidential election coming up in  November, there are 
monumental changes occurring both globally and outside 
our window. 

These issues affect peoples’ lives—including our own—
and I believe that it is our duty as citizens of the greater 
global community to be accurately informed about them. We 
ought to understand what’s going on in the world in order to 
make intelligent choices. In college, we will also be asked 
to explain our opinions on hot-button issues.

Despite our beliefs, students should express their points of 
view in a healthy debate with one another. An open dialogue 
about national and global affairs will allow us to reflect on 
our own convictions and understand the reasoning behind 
other viewpoints. 

For those reasons, The Record is trying some new things 
this year. In November, an election issue will come out dis-
cussing the student body’s views on the candidates and inform 
the community about important issues that are primarily 
affecting students. Our staff is also launching a global news 
section that will accurately inform students about issues on 
an international scale, so that we can all understand what’s 
going on in the world.

If you would like to get involved with any of these projects 
please contact us. Also, if you feel that there is an issue that 
needs to be discussed, please don’t hesitate to write a letter 
to the editor at thepingryrecord@gmail.com.

By ALYSSA BAUM (V)

I recently saw an episode 
of “Friends” in which Joey 
challenges the notoriously 
eccentric Phoebe to find a 
selfless good deed. Accord-
ing to Joey, all good deeds 
are selfish because even 
though your actions are 
helping other people, they 
make you feel good about 
yourself afterwards.

Eager  to  p rove  Joey 
wrong, Phoebe takes his 
cha l lenge  head  on  and 
spends the entire episode 
trying to find a selfless 
good deed. Phoebe does 
everything from letting a 
bee sting her so it could 
“look tough in front of its 
bee friends” to donating 
$200 to an organization she 
hates. Ultimately, Phoebe 
agrees that all good deeds 
are selfish because no mat-
ter what she tried, she felt 
good about doing something 
that helped others.

This summer, I spent 25 
days on a community ser-
vice trip to Ecuador, and I 
discovered that Phoebe was 
right: it’s really hard to do 
community service and not 
feel good about it.  While 
in Ecuador, we participated 
in five different projects, 

which ranged from working 
in an orphanage in Quito, to 
lugging wood up hundreds 
of steps in the Amazon in 
order to build a hut, to danc-
ing and entertaining adults 
in a senior citizen home 
in Latacunga.  Whether I 
was recovering from food 
poisoning, tired after a long 
day, or just wanted to take 
a break from working, in 
the end, the labor was 
always worth it be-
cause participating in 
activities that benefit-
ted others made me 
feel good.

This year, I chal-
lenge you to not only 
finish your commu-
nity service hours be-
fore you get a pester-
ing reminder email in 
May, but also to enjoy 
doing the work. Don’t 
look forward to Rufus 
Gunther Day only be-
cause we don’t have 
classes or because 
we get to see a funny 
SAC assembly; look 
forward to it because 
you will have the op-
portunity to spend 
two hours  helping 
people  who real ly 
need it.

While I was in Ec-
uador,  our tr ip di-
rector, Danny, would 
encourage us to keep 
working by saying, 
“If the 25 of us each 

work for four hours, it will 
amount to 100 hours of 
work, which is equivalent 
to one person working for 
two entire weeks.” Apply-
ing that mentality to Pingry, 
if each of the 520 Upper 
School students completes 
his or her ten community 
service hours, we can ac-
complish the equivalent 
of one person working 50 

The Million Dollar Question:
Should I Pursue Athletics or Arts?

By MATT FROMM (IV)

Oh, to be in The Pingry 
School. The social trials and 
tribulations, the agonizing 
mountains of work, and the 
timely decisions that must 
be made. You have to make 
choices in a school like 
ours, and they are rarely 
easy ones. 

I was faced with a par-
ticularly tough decision a 
few days ago. On the Tues-
day before school started, I 
auditioned for the fall play.

I had opted out of Drama 
my sophomore year, ended 
up feeling disconnected 
from acting, and I missed 
the drama department. I 
spent hours memorizing 
a monologue from “Ama-
deus” for the audition and 
fully intended to stay with 
the play if I landed a part.

The actual production, 
Tom Stoppard’s “On the 
Razzle,” was unfamiliar to 
me before school started. 
Once I became familiar with 
it, I really liked the vibe and 
pulse of the drama scene. 
During rehearsal and try-
outs, people seemed more 
laidback than they are in 
everyday high school life, 
and the whole atmosphere 
was dominated by a feeling 
of selflessness. The students 
barely seemed to care about 
the importance of  their 
parts, as long as they could 
play some kind of role in the 
greater drama community. 

The day after I was cast, 
I was dealt a tempting offer 
from the Water Polo team. 
They were seriously short 
on players for the season, so 
they were shopping around 
for fresh legs to put in the 
pool. They had eight play-
ers, and the bare skeleton 
team consists of six. Need-
less to say, they needed 
bodies.

I am no Water Polo su-
perstar. Not even close. I 
played Junior Varsity last 
year and was not even plan-
ning on hopping in the pool 
this fall. I had chosen to do 
the play. 

But the team threw a 
real curveball at me since 
I’d been playing every fall 
since 7th grade and knew 
most of the guys on the 
team. 

I had to do something. 
Doing the play and water 
polo wasn’t possible: the 
practices take place simulta-
neously. I was torn between 
two great afternoon choices, 
each with its own appeals 
and drawbacks. It was a 
classic school dilemma, one 
that we can all relate to: Arts 
vs. Sports. Working my butt 
off in the pool for two hours, 
six days a week would be 
rewarding, but exposure to 
all the talent in the drama 
department would definitely 
be cool, too, and it’d be 
closer to what I may want to 
do with my life post-Pingry.

I  met  wi th  the  Head 
Coach of the Water Polo 
program, and he told me that 
I’d be welcomed back on the 
team. Then I went to play 
rehearsal and found reading 
through the script to be fun 
and exciting. We were still 
just leafing through the acts, 
but I already felt connected 
to my character.

It was a tough decision. 
Did I want to be in the water 
for three months every fall, 
or focus on acting so that I 
could have bigger roles in 
the future? The importance 
of the character you play 
is greatly dependent upon 
the monologue that you 
perform in your audition, 
and what if there were 
some really talented un-
derclassmen coming in 
next year? 

As students, our life-
styles at Pingry vary great-
ly, but we’re all eventually 
forced to decide which is 
more important to us: arts 
or sports? I bet every per-
son you know leans one 
way or the other. But few 
people can master both. I 
was trying to. I also play 
squash regularly and sing 
with the Buttondowns, 
and I was trying to add 
way too much into the 
mix.

In the end, I chose wa-
ter polo. I decided that 
sticking with a sport I’d 
done for several years was 

worth relearning the basics. 
But my decision came with 
some regrets. I was leaving 
a great cast and an incred-
ible drama coach and men-
tor, Mr. Al Romano.

I’ll never be a star on 
the water polo team, but at 
least I’ll be in good physi-
cal shape. Did I make the 
right choice? I’d like to 
write, only time will tell, 
but maybe the real lesson 
is that we don’t know what 
might have happened on the 
road we did not take.

hours a week for two entire 
years!

So, this year, when you 
are contemplating how to 
complete your community 
service hours, try to re-
member the effect that your 
work can have on the com-
munity and also the lesson 
we’ve learned from Phoebe: 
“There’s no such thing as a 
selfless good deed.”

—Ben Kaminoff

There’s No Such Thing 
as a Selfless Good 

Deed

C. Zee (V)

M. Maliamar (VI)

Is It Time to Embrace 
Controversy?
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Christina Costa and 
Julia rotatori (iii)

“Meeting new 
people.”

Word in the Hall: What are you looking forward to this year?

Ms. Bartlett ’08 Returns 
to Pingry as Psych Teacher 
By VINITA DAVEY (VI)

Mr. horesta natalie Gilbert (V) PatriCk korth (iii) andrew suPron and 
nikki ZeZZa (V)

“Getting into 
college.”

“Spring break.” “Being finished 
with standardized 

tests.”

“Wearing shorts 
in spring.”

“Interacting with 
new faculty.”

JaCk hiCkey (Vi)

Ms. Shelby 
Bart le t t  ( ’08) 
returns to the 
community as 
an assistant in 
the Admissions 
Office and an 
AP Psychology 
t e a c h e r.  M s . 
Bartlett gradu-
a t e d  m a g n a 
cum laude from 
Sewanee: The 
Univers i ty  of 
the South with 
a  b a c h e l o r ’s 
degree in Psy-
chology. During 
all  four years 
of college, she 
played on the varsity la-
crosse team.

Ms. Bartlett  has been 
interested in Research Psy-
chology for a long time, 
interning in the Yale Uni-
versity Child Study Center 
for the past two summers. 
However, she only recently 
began to think about teach-
ing and decided to pursue 
it instead of continuing to 
work at Yale.

After learning about an 
open position at  Pingry 
teaching AP Psychology 
and working in admissions, 
Ms. Bartlett decided to go 
pursue it. She knew that 
she wanted to work at an 
independent school,  be-
cause she “loves the kind 
of atmosphere” that she 
had enjoyed as a Pingry 
student. She also wanted the 

opportunity to coach, which 
she hoped she would find at 
Pingry and did.

Ms. Bartlett, however, 
finds “it strange being at the 
front of the class, and on the 
other side of the classroom 
experience.” 

She feels that one of the 
odd parts of being a member 
of the faculty for her is “giv-
ing and grading tests,” as 
well as “being told by [her] 
fellow faculty members 
to call them by their first 
names.” 

She also expresses her 
gratitude to her fellow fac-
ulty members for being so 
“friendly and welcoming” 
as she embarks on her first 
teaching experience.

Ms. Bartlett said that her 
favorite Pingry tradition 

from high school is “defi-
nitely Rufus Gunther Day,” 
and she looks forward to 
experiencing it again this 
year. As a Pingry three-sport 
athlete and captain of the 
Varsity girls’ basketball and 
lacrosse teams, she is also 
looking forward to coaching 
Middle School basketball 
and high school lacrosse.

One of her students, Lau-
ren Salazar (VI), has en-
joyed Ms. Bartlett’s class so 
far. She said, “Ms. Bartlett 
has made class exciting by 
giving us a better under-
standing of how the mate-
rial relates to our lives. As 
someone who is interested 
in pursuing psychology as a 
major, I am always looking 
forward to learning more 
in class.”

Mrs. Wang Joins the Language 
Dept. as New Chinese Teacher

By GABBY STERN (IV)

Mrs. Lily Wang, who has 
joined the foreign language 
department as a teacher of 
Chinese, is originally from 
Taiwan and came to the Unit-
ed States as a student in No-
vember 1982. She attended 
the University of California, 
earning a Masters of Sciences 
degree. Before coming to 
Pingry, Mrs. Wang taught in 
Summit and Mendham. 

Mrs. Wang feels that Pin-
gry is a very 
nice school. 
When asked to 
compare Pin-
gry with her 
past schools, 
she said that 
P i n g r y  i s 
“very differ-
ent—the stu-
dents are more 
diligent and 
the environ-
ment is more 
friendly.”

Initially a 
scientist and 
r e s e a r c h e r , 
M r s .  Wa n g 
never imag-
ined that she 
would  be  a 
teacher.  Her 
daughter en-
couraged her to teach after 
realizing that she had taught 
her “well.”

Unlike most teachers, 
English is Mrs. Wang’s sec-
ond language. When asked 
if it was a challenge to learn 
English, Mrs. Wang said, “It 
was very difficult.” However, 
she does not believe that it is 
harder for American students 
to learn Chinese, noting, 
“The grammar is much easier 
compared to learning other 
languages and there should 
not be any problems for 
Americans studying Chinese 

with the resources they have 
today.”

Mrs. Wang feels that if 

she could tell her students 
anything, it would be to learn 
a method. “The teacher can 
only give you a foundation,” 
she said and added that if 
students “acquire an effective 
method, they can self-learn. 
It paves a way for them to be 
a life-long learner and to go 
beyond the teacher.”

In her free time, Mrs. 
Wang enjoys playing music. 
Throughout her childhood, 
she played the trumpet and 

piano. She is married with 
two children, aged twenty 
and twenty-two.

Mr. Faust Replaces Ms. Eva 
Olesky as Permanent Sub

By NICOLE BLUM (VI)

This year, Mr. Elliot Faust 
joins the faculty as a perma-
nent substitute for the middle 
and upper schools. This posi-
tion appealed to him because 
he would be able to both teach 
and coach.

Mr. Faust says that Pingry 

reminds him a lot of his own 
high school, The Episcopal 
Academy in Philadelphia. 
After graduating from high 
school, he matriculated to 
Trinity College, where he dou-
ble-majored in economics and 
music. There, he was active on 
the football team, rugby team, 
and musical theater scene. He 

was also president of the Trin-
ity College Chapel Singers and 
director of the Accidentals, the 
male a cappella group.

Currently, Mr. Faust is an 
assistant coach for the upper 
school football team, which 
gave him the opportunity to 
familiarize himself with the 
community during preseason 

before classes began. 
“I’ve also been scout-

ing,” he said, “going to 
see future teams play to 
help establish a game 
plan.”

As for subbing, Mr. 
Faust says he has had a 
very enjoyable experi-
ence so far. “Subbing has 
allowed me to meet a lot 
of different kids both in 
the middle school and 
in the upper school,” he 
said.

Mr. Faust believes that 
his desire to become a 
teacher came from his 

desire to help people. “I really 
enjoy the process of educat-
ing people and making sure 
everyone’s up to speed and 
processing the material,” he 
explained. His experiences as 
a teaching aide in college and 

in other leadership positions 
accentuated his interest in 
teaching.

He is unsure what subject 
he would like to teach when he 
becomes a full-time teacher, 
although he does mention the 

S.Taylor (VI)

possibilities of teaching eco-
nomics, music, or math.

Mr. Faust likes to fill up 
his free time with sports and 
music. In addition, he likes 
to attend classical concerts, a 
relatively new interest of his.

Pingry DevelopmentNew members of the Upper School Faculty.

R. Davis (V)

R. Davis (V)



the students and teachers have 
been very welcoming and I 
feel like I already belong to 
the Pingry community.”

One of Mr. Barr’s goals 
is to use his college teaching 
skills to “positively impact 
the students at Pingry.” His 
determination and his kind-
ness have really struck his 
students. “He’s really nice,” 
said Takiyah Johnson (IV). 
“He’s willing to do his best 
to help his students, and he’s 
really making his mark as a 
new teacher.”

As a Geometry and Math 
3A teacher, Mr. Barr hopes 
to “inspire students to pursue 
their dreams and give them 
the skills they need to achieve 
them.”

In addition to teaching, Mr. 
Barr is passionate about fenc-
ing. During his college years 
at Northwestern, he was the 
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Word in the Hall: What are you looking forward to this year?

Mr. Barr Joins the 
Math Department

Mr. Davidson Barr has 
joined the faculty as a Ge-
ometry and Math 3A teacher 
and an Upper School fencing 
coach.

Mr. Barr is a graduate of 
Northwestern University, 
where he received his B.A. 
in mathematics and econom-
ics. He previously worked 
at the Culver Academies in 
Indiana, where he taught cal-
culus, precalculus, algebra, 
and computer programming, 

and was also the coach of the 
school’s varsity fencing team 
for two years.

Though he just moved 
from Indiana to New Jersey, 
Mr. Barr already feels at home 
here. “When I first visited 
Pingry I was struck by how 
friendly and welcoming ev-
eryone was,” he said. “Both 

By ANDY ALDER (V)

Pingry Parent Ms.Yi Hao
Begins Teaching Chinese Full-Time

By ERIN BUTRICO (V)
Many may recognize Ms. Yi 

Hao, who has joined the Lan-
guage Department this year, 
as the mom of Sophia Feng 
(VI), as well as a permanent 
Mandarin substitute teacher 
from last year. This year, Ms. 
Hao will teach two Mandarin 
classes, Level 1 and Level 1A. 
She teaches both sixth and 
ninth graders, and has a total 
of fourteen students in both 
her classes.

Born in Beijing, she grew 
up in Suzhou, in the Southeast 
region of China. Ms. Hao spent 
half of her life in China and 
half in the United States.

Ms. Hao began learning 
English as a middle school 
student, but the large class 
sizes made it hard to practice 
speaking English. She felt 
comfortable with the vocabu-
lary and verb conjugations, but 
was incapable of carrying on a 
conversation when she came to 
America. 

Now that she is a teacher 

herself, Ms. Hao 
focuses on the 
importance of 
conversational 
skills. Her goal 
is to foster Man-
darin speakers 
who would be 
c o m f o r t a b l e 
in a Chinese-
speaking envi-
ronment.

Ms. Hao is 
immensely im-
pressed by her 
students’ enthu-
siasm. “I love 
my students,” 
she said. “They 
a r e  a l w a y s 
up for games. 
Anytime I need 
volunteers, the 
whole class is 
more than willing 
to participate. I look forward 
to teaching every day because 
my students are always asking, 
‘What are we going to learn 
next?’ ”

Over the summer, Ms. Hao 
went to the University of Ha-
waii for a Mandarin Teachers’ 
Workshop. “Four of the Ameri-
can teachers I met spoke more 

eloquently than the majority 
of native speakers in China. 
If I can teach my students [to] 
speak Chinese that well, I will 
feel very happy,” she said.

captain of the varsity fencing 
team and had the honor of 
leading the 2009 Collegiate 
Club National Champion 
epee squad. Mr. Barr recently 
received his A rating, which is 
the highest possible rank for 
fencing.

Mr. Barr enjoys reading 
and cooking during his free 
time and is also interested in 
economics and forecasting.

Ms. Thompson Is New Biology 
and Research Teacher

By JUILA AXTELL (III)

Ms. Morgan Thompson, 
who recently joined the fac-
ulty as a teacher of Biology 
1, Biology 2, and Introduc-
tion of Scientific Research, 
was interested in Pingry 
because of its outstanding 
biology program and im-
pressive molecular biology 
labs.

A f t e r 
growing up 
in Cornish, 
New Hamp-
s h i r e ,  M s . 
T h o m p s o n 
g r a d u a t e d 
from Hart-
f o r d  H i g h 
S c h o o l  i n 
H a r t f o r d , 
Ve r m o n t . 
She earned 
her Bachelor 
of  Sc ience 
cum laude in 
Biomedical 
Engineering 
at Boston University, and 
is currently in the process 
of earning her Ph.D. in bio-
chemistry at Dartmouth Col-
lege. She will be defending 
her thesis this October. 

Ms. Thompson previously 
served as a teaching assistant 
for three courses at Dart-
mouth. She also mentored 

multiple undergraduates 
in the research laboratory. 
The recipient of a Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute 
Graduate Student Teaching 
Fellowship for three years, 
she was also selected to 
participate in the National 
Science Foundation’s GK-12 
Fellowship Program. While 

she was with the National 
Science Foundation’s GK-12 
Fellowship, Ms. Thompson 
worked with sixth graders 
at the Indian River School 
in Canaan, New Hampshire. 

As for her Pingry experi-
ence thus far, Ms. Thompson 
has “appreciated how friend-
ly and motivated the stu-

Mr. Weinkopff Joins Faculty as 
New Chem, Bio Teacher

By LORI KIM (IV)
This year, upper school 

students welcomed Mr. An-
thony Weinkopff as a Biol-
ogy and Chemistry teacher 
and a Junior Varsity assistant 
soccer coach.

Mr. Weinkopff comes 
to Pingry from Blue Ridge 
High School ,  a  col lege 
prep school for boys in St. 
George, Virginia. After re-
ceiving his B.S. in biomedi-
cal science from Lynchburg 
College,  Mr. Weinkopff 
decided to become a teacher 
after exploring other pos-
sible career opportunities. 
“I really fell in love with it. 
I enjoyed the relationships: 
being able to get to know the 
students and realizing that 
I could make an impact on 
their lives,” 
he said.

 So  fa r, 
the feelings 
are mutual.  
“ M y  f i r s t 
i m p r e s -
sion is that 
I definitely 
like him. He 
seems like 
h e  r e a l l y 
knows what 
he is talk-
ing about , 
and he has 
a  p a s s i o n 
for the sub-
ject ,”  said 
Paul Cooper 
(III).

In addition to teaching 
biology and chemistry to 
freshmen and sophomores, 
Mr. Weinkopff assists in 
coaching the boys’ Junior 
Varsity soccer team. His 
favorite part of coaching is 
“the relationships with the 
boys. They were the only 
people [I knew] when school 
began and they introduced 
me to their peers.” He said 
their current record of 1-1 
“does not speak truth to their 
team camaraderie.”

Junior Varsi ty soccer 
player Fred Chang (IV) is al-
ready a fan of his new coach. 
He said Mr. Weinkopff “is a 
fun, supportive coach. He al-
ways has a positive attitude 
and pushes players to reach 
their highest potential.”

Mr. Weinkopff admits it 
was difficult to transition 
from being a sophomore 
class dean at his previous 
school to returning back to 
square one. “It was easier to 
walk up to the students at my 
old school and ask them how 
their day was going.” 

However, he said, Pingry 
students “are impressive. 
They are extremely well 
rounded and down-to-earth, 
yet gifted. They are eager 
to take advantage of the op-
portunities they are given.”

In his  free t ime,  Mr. 
Weinkopff enjoys exercis-
ing, traveling, and spending 
time with friends and fam-
ily. He plans on traveling 
to Europe or the Caribbean 
sometime this summer.

dents are,” and says she has 
“enjoyed working with and 
learning from colleagues.” 
She aspires “to encourage 
students to develop an inter-
est and understanding in the 
biological sciences and to 
help provide students with 
an opportunity to experience 
molecular biology research 

first hand.” 
Because she is very busy 

finishing writing her thesis 
at Dartmouth and fulfill-
ing her teaching duties at 
Pingry, Ms. Thompson does 
not have much free time, but 
when she does, she enjoys 
traveling and spending time 
with her fiancé.

R. Davis (V)

R. Davis (V)

SEPTEMBER 26:
HAPPY 194th BIRTHDAY 

DR. PINGRY!

R. Davis (V)

B. Kaminoff (V)
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Mr. Facciani Promoted to Director of 
Auxiliary Programs

By ANNA BUTRICO (V)
On July 30th, Mr. Mark 

Facciani began his position 
as the Director of Pingry’s 
Auxiliary Revenue Pro-
gram. Formerly a Middle 
School history teacher, Mr. 
Facciani now takes care 
of Pingry’s business and 
financial responsibilities 
full time.

His new position entails 
generating revenue for pro-
grams outside of Pingry’s 
traditional school day. These 
programs include the enrich-
ment and aftercare programs 
on both the Short Hills and 
Martinsville Middle School 
campuses, as well as Pin-
gry’s summer school and 
day camp.

Mr. Facciani described 
the “fun of the job” as work-
ing with faculty and coach-
es to generate even more 
financially advantageous 
programs. Some of his new 
ideas include sports clin-
ics, workshops, camps, and 
community service opportu-
nities for all Pingry students.

The primary goal of Mr. 
Facciani’s new programs is 
to benefit a variety of stu-
dents, both from the Pingry 
community and from sur-
rounding areas. Because the 
aftercare programs and day 
camps are for students ages 

thirteen and under, most of 
Mr. Facciani’s programs 
currently affect Pingry’s 
younger students.

Mr. Facciani hopes all 
these programs will succeed 
in “getting the Pingry name 
out there,” and that they will 
be another way for out-of-
school students to experi-
ence Pingry and encourage 
them to apply. 

By next summer,  Mr. 
Facciani aims to have kids 
from ages three to eighteen 
participating in a variety of 
newly established programs. 

He anticipates that Pingry 
will be “looking very differ-
ent in a good way,” comple-
mented by a variety of these 
new lucrative programs.  

“The only downside is 
that I’m giving up the teach-
ing part, which is a passion 
of mine,” Mr. Facciani said 
about his new posit ion. 
And after working for ten 
years and being loved by his 
students, “leaving the class-
room is definitely tough.” 

Many students miss Mr. 
Facciani and are surprised 
by his position change. “I 

love Mr. Facciani! I’m upset 
he’s not teaching anymore, 
but he deserves to pursue 
whatever he wants to do,” 
said Camille Vanasse (V). 

Emily Yan (IV) agreed, 
saying, “Mr. Facciani is a 
really fun guy, so I know 
he will create a bunch of 
great new programs for our 
school.” Mr. Facciani has 
high hopes for his new posi-
tion, saying, “I am honored 
that I was the first person to 
fill this role. This is a fan-
tastic opportunity, both for 
me and for Pingry.”

Leone Moves from 
Subbing to Math

By STEPHANIE WILF (VI)

Mr. Christofer Leone, 
who worked as substitute 
teacher here last year, has 
joined the full-time faculty,  
teaching Math 2A for fresh-
men and Algebra 3/Trigo-
nometry for juniors.

After attending The Col-
lege of New Jersey, where 
he earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in mathematics with a 
minor in music, Mr. Leone 
a master ’s in secondary 
education for mathematics. 

Prior to teaching, Mr. 
Leone worked as a teach-
ing assistant at the Johns 

Hopkins Center for Talented 
Youth for a few summers. 
He was also an independent 
tutor and a tutor for Sylvan 
Learning Center. 

Mr. Leone is truly enjoy-
ing his first year as a full-
time Pingry teacher. “It’s 
been an easy transition,” 
he said, “largely in thanks 
to the students,  faculty, 
and staff here for being so 
supportive.” He is very in-
trigued by the atmosphere 
and the unique aspects of 
the school. “Even as a sub 
last year and not having 
been here on a regular basis, 
I knew that Pingry was a 
great place to be,” he com-

mented. “There is a deep 
sense of community here 
built around honor and the 
Honor Code.” 

Mr. Leone loves teach-
ing and is inspired to create 
a fonder appreciation for 
mathematics in his students. 
One of his favorite things 
about teaching is learning 
from his students. “Whether 
it’s about something that a 
student is interested in, or 
a student making a math-
ematical connection that I 
had never thought of, there 
is  something rewarding 
about learning and explor-

ing something new,” he 
remarked.

Mr.  Leone’s  s tudents 
recognize the passion for 
teaching and learning that 
he brings to the classroom. 
“Mr. Leone is really nice. 
He really listens to his stu-
dents and always answers 
our questions,” said Isabella 
Lalonde (V), one of Mr. 
Leone’s students this year.

In addition to teaching 
math, Mr. Leone is currently 
helping coach the Middle 
School Boys’ soccer team. 
He is “looking forward to a 
great year and seeing more 
familiar faces as well as 
meeting new ones.”

Ms. Sullivan Teaches Art Fundamentals, 
Environmental Art, and Film Classes

Ms. Taylor Replaces Ms. Laura Yorke ’98 
in the English Department

By ALLIE MCMANUS (V)

By STEPHANIE YEH (V)

Ms.  Chr is t ine  Taylor 
joins the English Depart-
ment as an English 9 and 10 
teacher. She is also serving 
as an assistant advisor for 
the yearbook.

Ms. Taylor graduated 
from Drew University sum-

ma cum laude with a degree 
in English and Pan-African 
Studies. 

Before pursuing an M.A. 
in English at National Uni-
versity in California, she 
dedicated her time to the 
Peace Corps because she 
“believes in the importance 
of service.”

Later  on,  Ms.  Taylor 
taught English at Eliza-
beth High School and then 
moved  to  Hong  Kong , 
where she served as the 
English Department Head 

This year, Ms. Rebecca 
Feranec Sullivan joins the 
Pingry Art Department as an 
instructor of Middle School 
Film and Environmental 
Art, Upper School film and 
Art Fundamentals. Ms. Sul-
livan received her B.F.A. in 
Drawing and Painting from 

Syracuse University and her 
M.F.A. in Interdisciplinary 
Studies (with an emphasis 
on Drawing and Painting) 
from New Jersey City Uni-
versity (NJCU). 

Before coming to Pingry, 
Ms. Sullivan had gained a 
lot of teaching experience 
at the Ranney School in Red 
Bank, NJ, where she taught 

art classes while coaching 
soccer and softball for two 
years. She also taught Art 
Appreciation and Art His-
tory at Centenary College 
and Art Appreciation and 
studio courses at NJCU.

Extremely passionate 
about art, Ms. Sullivan was 
the director of Pro Arts, a 
non-profit arts organiza-

tion in Jer-
sey Ci ty. 
W h e n 
a s k e d 
w h a t 
made her 
become an 
artist, she 
s a i d ,  “ I t 
seemed to 
h a p p e n . 
I t  w a s 
not some-
thing that 
I  c o u l d 
have  no t 
done.” She 
notes that 
art “forces 
everyone 

to be different.  No two 
people could make the same 
two works of art.”

As for current projects, 
Ms. Sullivan hopes to make 
the films produced in the 
art courses more accessible 
for the entire student body 
and find time during as-
sembly periods to show the 
work that film students have 
created. She also wants to 
incorporate sculptures into 
her MS environmental art 
class. Even though it is her 
first year here, Ms. Sullivan 
aspires to make big changes 
in the community.

Ms. Sullivan already rec-
ognizes that  the Pingry 
community “has a great 
respect between faculty and 
students, allowing students 
to take on more ownership.” 
She finds that this mutual 
respect “breeds healthy in-
dependence” and is very 
excited to work with such 
a  “fabulous community 
where everyone is nice and 
welcoming.”

at the American Internation-
al School in Hong Kong. 
While there, she continued 
performing community ser-
vice through volunteering 
with the ASPCA. 

Soon after, Ms. Taylor 
moved back to the U.S. and 
began teaching at Watchung 
Hills Regional High School. 
While teaching there, she 
realized that “she missed the 
country day environment” 
that was found at schools 
like American International 
School of Hong Kong. 

“Public school is just too 
big and impersonal for me,” 

R. Davis (V)

she said. This led to her 
desire to teach at a smaller 
school, like Pingry.

Of course, being a new 
teacher here is challenging. 
Ms. Taylor said, “I miss my 

friends at my old school 
and am looking forward 
to making new ones here. 
Every one is so welcoming 
and friendly to me around 
campus, and I really appre-
ciate it!”

Ms.  Taylor ’s  hobbies 
include reading books and 
making jewelry. She is also 
a fitness fanatic and enjoys 
cycling, running, and swim-
ming. 

Ms. Taylor is currently 
pursuing an M.A. in Infor-
mation and Library Science 
at Rutgers University, New 
Brunswick. 

R. Davis (V)

S. Taylor (VI)

S. Taylor (VI)
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Mr. Burkhart Leads 
Tech Team

US Environmental History Honors
Becomes an Option for Juniors

By HUNTER STIRES (IV)

The Green Group and 
other  environmental is ts 
within our community will 
be thrilled to hear about a 
new course created for ju-
niors, U.S. Environmental 
History Honors, taught by 
Dr. Megan Jones.

The course curriculum 
covers the environmental 
history of the United States 
from the founding of James-
town by the British in 1607 
to the late twentieth century. 
Each of the thirteen units of 
the course follow the story 
of our nation chronologi-
cally, while delving into the 
ways that the environment 
has impacted people, and 
how people have impacted 
the environment. Course topics range from the im- pact of Southern cash crops 

on slavery, the causes of the 
Dust Bowl, and the persis-
tent threat of weapons of 
mass destruction.

The idea of Environmen-
tal History as its own aca-
demic practice is fairly new. 
Dr. Jones, who majored in 
environmental history dur-
ing college to combine her 
two loves of history and sci-
ence, explained that it came 
into its own as a major field 
of study in the 1970s. Dur-
ing this time, global con-
cerns about climate change 
and humans’ impact on the 
environment were being 
widely examined for the 
first time. 

“Environmental history 
focuses on the relation and 
interaction between humans 
and their non-human envi-
ronment,” Dr. Jones said. “It 
incorporates the disciplines 
of geography, agriculture, 
natural history, disease, land 
usage, water systems, as 
well as humans’ ideas about 
the environment.” 

Junior Mikaela Lewis 

stated that she enjoys the 
class dynamic, which in-
cludes using the Harkness 
method, a scribe assigned 
each day to post notes on 
Moodle, and a prompter to 
write questions to keep the 
class discussion moving. 
She says that it’s much more 
interesting than the “facts, 
names, and dates” method 
of learning history. 

Lewis finds this new lens 
of looking at human his-
tory and its interrelationship 
with the natural world deep-
ly compelling.  “It helps me 
look at the environment in a 
whole new way,” she said. 
“I would highly recommend 
this class to future prospec-
tive students.”

With an exploding world 
population and its accom-
panying demand for ev-
er-increasing amounts of 
natural resources, the fact 
that environmental history 
merits its own independent 
course of study is truly a 
sign of the changing times 
in which we live.

This past June, Mr. Brian 
Burkhart was named Pingry’s 
Director of Educational and 
Informational Technology. 
Previously an English teacher 
as well, Mr. Burkhart will 
continue to be a computer 
science teacher in addition to 
his new responsibilities.

His position involves the 
management of all things 
related to technology on 
both the Martinsville and 
Short Hills campuses. His 
wide range of duties, include 
launching the one-to-one pro-
gram, overseeing the school 
network, and training the 
faculty.

Mr. Burkhart’s main goal 
for this year is to transition 
the school to a one-to-one 
program, which will require 
every student to have a laptop 
for use at school. He feels that 
the program will “challenge 
the notion of what it means 
to be in class.” Mr. Burkhart 
added, “The program will 
impact the ways teachers can 
teach by allowing students to 

By BEN KAMINOFF (V)
explore the wealth of infor-
mation on the Internet and 
learn, rather than memorizing 
and recalling facts.”

Mr. Burkhart noted that 
the technology team updated 
the school’s network over the 
summer. He believes that the 
office’s efforts will allow the 
network to be “something 
that we do not have to worry 
about.” 

He would also like to make 
the faculty proficient in a 
unified online learning envi-
ronment, like Moodle, which 
he believes will “streamline 
communication between stu-
dents and teachers, and cre-
ate a baseline for one course 
to the next that still fosters 
creativity between individual 
classes.”

Mr. Burkhart enjoys many 
aspects of his new job, name-
ly the idea that he “can en-
act school-wide change and 
create a vision for Pingry 
going forward.” However, 
he does miss his past role as 
an English teacher and said, 

“I miss the class discussions 
and being able to talk about 
literature.” He received his 
Masters in English this past 
summer and is optimistic that 
he will teach an English class 
in the future.

Senior Valerie Morin, who 
is in one of Mr. Burkhart’s 
computer science classes 
and had him for English in 
the past, noted, “Though his 
promotion has compelled 
him to teach fewer classes, 

Mr. Burkhart is as de-
voted to his students 
as ever. He always 
infuses the class with 
energy and makes us 
all really excited to 
learn each day.”

Greg Koziol (VI), 
a  member of  the 
Student Technology 
Committee, a group 
that Mr. Burkhart 
advises, said, “His 
promotion to Direc-
tor of Technology has 
had the effect of giv-
ing the Student Tech. 
Committee more le-
gitimacy, influence, 
and responsibility, 
enabling the group to 
expand the scope of 
its projects and bet-
ter serve the Pingry 
community.”

R. Davis (V)

R. Davis (V)

Student Body President David Soled Looks Forward to Making 
His Final Year at Pingry the “13est” One Yet

Greetings, my beloved 
Pingrians!

I’d like to welcome ev-
eryone to what’s already 
becoming a fantastic school 
year! 2012-2013 is going to 
be Pingry’s “13est year” yet! 
(Get it?)

We kicked off the year 
with Homecoming and Spirit 
Week. Because the world 
may end on December 21, 
2012, we realized that this 
could be Pingry’s last Spirit 
Week and Homecoming 
Dance, so we wanted to 
make it the 13est ever!!!

Spirit Week went like 
this: Superhero Monday, 
Super Preppy Tuesday, Feu-
dal System Wednesday (Se-
niors – Kings and Queens, 
Juniors – Knights and La-
dies, Sophomores – Jesters, 
Freshman – Commoners), 
Blue Army/ Pingry Pride 
Thursday, and Color Friday 
(Seniors – Black, Juniors – 
Red, Sophomores – Green, 
Freshman – Yellow). The 
whole Upper School dis-

played incredible spirit, 
part icularly in Friday’s 
pep rally, during which our 
grades competed in various 
fun activities.

Next was the Homecom-
ing Dance. The theme was 
Judgment Day. The dance 
was awesome and everyone 
got super creative with their 
costumes and looked great 
as angels and devils!

Now that all that is over, 
though, Student Govern-
ment is hard at work plan-
ning the rest of the school 
year. Our main goal is to 
boost Pingry Pride, so we 
are planning on sponsoring 
fan buses to some of our big 
championship games and 
pizza nights before concerts, 
musicals, and plays. This 
will bring more fans to cheer 
in the stands, and more audi-
ence members to applaud in 
the theater.

We also want to have 
another Student Govern-
ment sponsored event like a 
hypnotist show, a dodgeball 

tournament, a March Mad-
ness basketball tournament, 
or even a Mr. Big Blue 
beauty pageant. The event 
would not take the place of 
Snowball or Spring Fling, 
but act as an extra way to 
strengthen the feeling of 
community here at Pingry.

Student Government is 
looking forward to welcom-
ing seven new members of 
the Class of 2016 into our 
group to help us bring these 
ideas to life. We also plan 
to work with the Middle 
School Student Government 
so that we can trade ideas 
with one another, which we 
believe can be nothing but 
beneficial.

You know, we may be in 
the midst of a very heated 
election and Americans are 
unsure about the future of 
our country, but one govern-
ment you will never have 
to worry about is Pingry’s 
Student Government. We al-
ways do our best to represent 
the student body as well as 

Courtesy of the Communications Office

we possibly can.
Feel free to tell 

us any ideas you 
have or problems 
you want us to 
work on within 
the school.  We 
try our best ev-
eryday, and with 
your help, we can 
DO our best!

Student Gov-
ernment  2012-
2 0 1 3  w i l l  n o t 
only be Pingry’s 
greatest represen-
tative group ever, 
it will truly put 
the ‘STUD’ back 
in Student Gov-
ernment.

I wish you all 
an amazing year 
filled with goals 
accomplished and 
dreams met!

XOXXOXOX,
Your Student 

Body President,
David Soled, 

Class of 2013
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Seniors Enjoy Their Overnight 
Trip to Hershey Park

Pingry Welcomes AFS Student 
Uday Jubeh from Palestine

By RACHEL LIMA (VI)By SAMANTHA KORN (V)

This year, Pingry welcomes 
American Field Service stu-
dent Uday Jubeh (V) to the 
community. Jubeh, who comes 
from Palestine, previously at-
tended an American School. 

Therefore, he said he is “al-
ready familiar with the culture 
and people.” He also said that 
he is “really looking forward 
to meeting basically everyone 
in the school.” 

Jubeh’s only option for a 
year abroad was the United 
States, but he asserted that, 
“Even if I was given other 
countries as options, I’d still 
choose the U.S.” While stay-
ing in the United States, Jubeh 
will be living with sophomore 
Ricky Morash’s family. Jubeh 
said, “They’re an awesome 
family [and] not so different 
from my own.”

Although he is still adjust-
ing to life at Pingry, Jubeh 
says that he is enjoying him-
self so far. “I’ve never felt so 
welcomed, and I’m getting 
to know so many people, so 
it’s really overwhelming and 
great,” he said. “The classes 
are awesome, too.” 

Apart from the regular Pin-
gry course load, Jubeh has de-
cided to also take on Jazz Band 
and Drama, both of which he 
says he is looking forward to 
experimenting with.

There are many new experi-

ences Jubeh is looking forward 
to while in the U.S., but he 
especially wants to do “some-
thing really dangerous, like 
sky diving, or rock climbing—
something that’s adventurous.” 

Besides being a daredevil, 
Jubeh is also excited to find out 
how living abroad will differ 
from his life back in Palestine. 
“I’m looking forward to seeing 

and experiencing what it’s like 
to be away from my family for 
a whole year,” he said.

Apart from New Jersey, 
Jubeh anticipates seeing other 
parts of the U.S. during his year 
abroad. He is hopeful of going 
to see Washington D.C., and 
looks forward to visiting many 
other places before he returns 
to Palestine.

On Sunday, September 8, 
the senior class departed on 
their class trip to Hershey Park 
in Hershey, Pennsylvania. This 
overnight gave the senior class 
a chance to bond and have fun 
with their classmates before the 
start of the school year. 

Upon first arriving, the se-
niors unloaded their bags into 
their hotel rooms and rushed 
back onto the busses to head to 
Hershey Park. 

Overall, the seniors enjoyed 
the rides at Hershey Park. Tim 
Landers (VI) said, “The roller 
coasters were all so cool! You 
don’t realize just how close 
you are with your friends until 
you’re screaming your lungs 
out with them doing 50 upside 
down turns on the Wildcat.” 

Billy Porges (VI) said that “It 
was so much fun being able 
to relax with friends and play 
games.” 

Carly Rotarori (VI) joked 
that “Hershey was great be-
cause I got to hang out with my 
friends all day, but also because 
I got to see Mr. Lear’s face 
while on a roller coaster going 
60 miles an hour.”

After returning from the park 
at eight o’clock, the seniors at-
tended their “tight and bright” 
themed dance. John Dugan (VI) 

thought it was “the highlight of 
the whole trip.” Adam Fraites 
(VI) noted that he “really liked 
the DJ at the dance. He kept us 
going all night long.” 

The following morning, the 
seniors attended an hour and a 
half of college counseling ses-
sions. The students rotated be-

tween the three college counsel-
ors, who each conducted their 
own session. Mr. Timothy Lear 
conducted an essay-writing 
workshop, Mr. Keith Vassall 
projected a mock admissions 
committee, and Mrs. Susan 
Kinney explained how to use 
Naviance Family Connections, 
a website designed to help 
students individually organize 
the college admissions process. 

“The mock admissions com-
mittee was my favorite session. 
It was interesting to be on the 

opposite end of the admissions 
process and see how different 
everyone’s opinions were about 
the same candidates,” Katie Ru-
esterholtz (VI) said. Mac Hugin 
(VI) agreed adding, “The Col-
lege counseling sessions were 
an informative way to cap off 
a great trip.” 

By CHARLOTTE ZEE (V)

On Monday September 
10, the junior class traveled 
to Philadelphia, Pennsylva-
nia and visited The National 
Constitution Center, Reading 
Terminal Market, and The 
Franklin Institute.

At the National Constitu-
tion Center, students watched 
a show that featured mem-
bers of the museum dressed 
up as historical figures. The 
show recounted the history 
of America leading up to the 
drafting of the Constitution 
and questioned the future of 
America. Afterwards, students 
got a chance to walk around 
the museum and take part in 
a mock-vote for presidential 

candidates.
Josh Creelman (V) de-

scribed the experience as 
“educational,” but felt that he 
could have gotten more out of 
it if he’d “had more time to 
explore the museum.” Fellow 
classmate Rebecca Muller (V) 
noted that she was “glad to 
have made the trip” and added, 
“it was interesting to learn 
more about politics because it 
is election year.”

Students and advisors ate 
lunch at Reading Terminal 
Market. There was a wide va-
riety of food to choose from, 
ranging from Italian cuisine to 
sushi. Rabia Khan (V) said, “it 
was great to be surrounded by 
so many different cultures in 
one place. It was hard because 

there were so many choices; I 
just wanted to try everything!”

Juniors then headed to the 
Franklin Institute, a hands-on 
science museum. Students 
walked around freely with 
their friends, encountered ex-
hibits such as the giant walk-
through of the human heart 
and the “Changing Earth.” 
They also got the opportunity 
to complete the “Sports Chal-
lenge,” which featured activi-
ties like a surfing simulation, a 
rock wall, and racecar driving. 

Koryna O’Besso (V) ex-
claimed that she was “glad to 
have the chance to bond with 
peers. The hands-on activities 
turned out to be very interest-
ing.”

Both faculty and students 

Sophomores Visit Museum and 
See “Evita” in New York City

By GAURAV GUPTA (IV)
On September 12, the 

sophomore class visi ted 
New York City. The grade 
began their day with a visit 
to the Museum of Natural 
History and subsequently 
saw “Evita” at the Marquis 
Theater. 

At the Museum of Natu-
ral History, students par-
ticipated in a museum-wide 
scavenger hunt with their 
advisories. Although some 
sophomores found the ac-
tivity to be a good time to 
bond with their advisory, 
others felt that it could have 
been changed. One student 

mentioned, “It was disap-
pointing because the scav-
enger hunt did not allow us 
to really see the museum.” 

Although not all stu-
dents  loved this  year ’s 
choice of play, most of 
the sophomores had kind 
words about “Evita,” a 
musical about Eva Perón, 
an Argentinian actress who 
became the First Lady of 
the President of Argentina. 
One  “liked the plot,” while 
another thought that “the 
dancing was the best part.” 
Another said he “really 
enjoyed the music.” 

After watching the mu-

e n j o y e d 
their trip to 
P h i l a d e l -
phia. Sim-
one Moten 
(V) said that 
she “would 
g l a d l y 
g o  b a c k 
again!” Ju-
nior  class 
a d v i s o r 
Mrs. Grant 
a d d e d , 
“ I  l o v e d 
w a t c h i n g 
several of 
my advisees 
being sworn 
in  as  Su-
preme Court 
justices!”

Juniors Go to Constitution Center, Franklin Institute, and
 Reading Terminal Market on Day Trip to Philadelphia

sical, the class boarded the 
buses and arrived at Pingry 
at around 6:00 in the eve-
ning.

Overall, the consensus 
was that the trip was enjoy-
able but that certain aspects 
could be improved for next 
year ’s class. The sopho-
mores felt that having lunch 
at a restaurant in the city 
would have been a wonder-
ful experience. One joked, 
“Really, I would have liked 
to have spent more free time 
in the city, but realistically, 
being able to go through the 
museum slowly would have 
been the best thing.”

R. Davis (V)

A. Welch (VI)

E. Herman (V)

Mr. McAnally
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If you have a photo you want 
included in next month’s issue, 

email it to 
thepingryrecord@gmail.com
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My Experience Visiting Quebec 
City with My Family

By ABHIRAM  KARUPPUR 
(IV)

My family and I decided to 
visit Quebec City this sum-
mer while flipping through 
the Wall Street Journal on 
Saturday night. Purely by 
chance, I happened to pick up 
a two-page article covering 
Quebec City. 

This piqued my interest, 
since I had never heard of 
this city before. I wondered 
what about it could be so 
important that it was able to 
land an article on the front 
page. 

One week later, we pulled 
into a picturesque town with 
cobblestone 
p a t h w a y s 
and colonial 
buildings on 
the banks of 
the St. Law-
rence River, 
ready to ex-
plore the ex-
citing things 
that Quebec 
City had to 
offer us.

Q u e b e c 
C i t y  w a s 
founded by 
S a m u e l  d e 
C h a m p l a i n 
in 1608, and 
was  named 
after the Algonquin word 
Kébec, which means, “Where 
the river narrows.” The spar-
kling blue St. Lawrence river 
runs around the edge of town 
and can be seen from almost 
anywhere in the city. 

When we arrived, we were 
astonished to discover a giant 
stonewall that ran around the 
edge of the city. This wall, 
which marked the original 
city that was built in the 
1700s, also served as the 
entrance to the Citadelle of 
Quebec. 

Built  in the 1820s by 
the British Army to defend 
against American insurgents, 
it is the largest British fort in 
North America today. Home 
to the Royal 22e

 Régiment, 

it is still an active Canadian 
military base. We explored 
the Citadelle with a tour 
guide from the nearby Uni-
versité Laval. 

We were also able to wit-
ness the Changing of the 
Guard Ceremony. Modeled 
after the same ceremony that 
occurs in London, the guards 
are brought out, inspected, 
and then replaced with a 
new set of guards that go on 
duty for twenty-four hours. 
The mascot of the regiment, 
a goat named Baptiste XI, is 
also paraded around by a sol-
dier dubbed the Goat Major. 

After the ceremony, we 

were able to tour the entire 
base and see one of the of-
ficial residences of the Gov-
ernor General of Canada, 
who occasionally stays in the 
Citadelle. 

We then immersed our-
selves in the more dominant 
French part of the city. The 
Quebec City Old Town is a 
true wonder to behold, and 
was marked as a UNESCO 
World Heritage site in 1985. 
The narrow cobblestone 
roads are dotted with little 
bistros as well as colonial 
and gothic buildings. 

The Chateau Frontenac 
dominates the skyline in the 
center of the Old Town. It 
was built in 1893, and today 

Form III Students Travel to Costa 
Rica, Do Community Service

By HANNAH CURTIS (III)
This  summer,  Tommy 

Westerhold (III), Bruce Czach-
or (III), Hannah Curtis (III), 
Aidan Zola (III), Chase Ca-
panna (III), and Middle School 
Latin Teacher, Ms. Marga-

ret Kelleher ’01, traveled to 
Costa Rica for the eighth grade 
service-learning trip. They 
traveled through a partner-
ship of The World Leadership 
School and the Pingry School 
and participated in recreational 
activities that helped them ex-
plore Costa Rica’s landscape, 
culture, and people.  

Zip-lining over rivers, cook-
ing with the local people, 
daytime and nighttime walks 
through the rain forest, and 
white water rafting are just 
a few of the many exciting 
activities that the group took 

part in. 
But the group’s activities 

were not limited to just fun 
and games. In addition to 
donating around $1,500 to 
Linda Vista, the community 
that they lodged in, the group 

worked at the Linda Vista 
school, where they created 
rain water plumbing systems, 
fixed the playground, weeded 
the schoolyard, and painted 
fences.

The purpose of this trip was 
to strengthen leadership quali-
ties and discover what type of 
leader each person was, while 
simultaneously changing the 
lives of the Linda Vista com-
munity through service. 

Every day in Costa Rica, the 
group held meetings and com-
pleted exercises that strength-
ened their understanding of 

global problems and lead-
ership. “On the trip, we all 
learned about ourselves and 
the community service gave 
us the real reason why we were 
there,” said Czachor.

The students also loved the 
people of Costa 
Rica, noting that 
they all felt very 
welcomed and 
accepted into the 
c o m m u n i t y  i n 
which they were 
staying. “The lan-
guage barrier was 
not that much of 
a problem. Ev-
eryone was just 
so welcoming,” 
Czachor said.

D u r i n g  t h e 
breaks from work-
ing on the school, 
the group played 
football, soccer, 
and “monkey in 
the middle.” They 

also helped teach 
English to the Linda Vista 
School students, whose ages 
ranged from six to twelve. 
“The children were so grateful 
when they were able to play 
with us and they were all so 
happy to play or learn,” said 
Capanna. 

After observing how lit-
tle the Linda Vista residents 
owned but how happy they 
were, Zola said that the great-
est lesson she learned during 
the course of the trip was “that 
material possessions do not 
bring happiness.”

What It’s Like to Spend Four Days in the Israeli Army

Acquiring Leadership Skills 
While Coaching Swim Team

By MICHAEL WERNER (V)

For the past ten years, I have 
been a member of the Kellogg 
Club Pool in Morristown. For 
the last eight years, I have been 
a member of the swim team. 
This past summer, I was both 
a swimmer and a coach. 

Being the coach of a swim 
team was one of the greatest 
experiences of my life. When I 
look back and reminisce about 
being a little boy just learning 
how to swim and not knowing 
how to dive is mindboggling. 
Working my way up the lad-
der to eventually becoming a 
coach is both gratifying and 
amazing.

I was always very involved 
with the swim team. I helped 
out at meets and practices, but 
I had absolutely no idea what 
being a coach of a swim team 
— consisting of many age 
groups, ranging from four to 
17 — would entail.

In the beginning of the sea-
son, the team and I set many 
goals. My goal for younger 
kids, who could barely swim, 
was to be able to swim a half 
lap. For others, it was to mas-
ter diving, starts, finishes, or 
a certain stroke by the end of 
the season. It varied for each 
swimmer, and by the end of the 
season we made sure that these 
goals were accomplished.  

It was such a rewarding 
experience to help swimmers 
reach their goals at Kellogg. 
The young half-lappers even-
tually were able to swim full 
laps. Swimmers could finally 
dive and start perfectly, and 
their strokes improved im-
mensely. It felt amazing to 
know that I had taught and 

helped them through it every 
day during the season. 

One thing I learned from 
coaching is the amount of 
influence the swimmers had 
on each other. On top of the 
confidence that I tried to instill 
in them, I feel that most of 
their determination came from 
each other. Each swimmer 
wanted to progress to the level 

of their more-accomplished 
teammates—this mentality of 
friendly competition helped 
each swimmer improve their 
overall skills. 

One of the greatest aspects 
of this opportunity to be the 
coach was that it allowed me 
to help others and develop my 
own skills as both a communi-
cator and a motivator.  

By MATT FROMM (IV)

is a high-end luxury hotel 
that overlooks the scenic St. 
Lawrence River. 

My favorite part of the 
downtown area was the Rue 
du Petit Champlain, a nar-
row street that’s packed with 
small boutique stores and 
restaurants that winds its way 
down to the edge of the St. 
Lawrence River. The Rue is 
one of the earliest two settled 
parts of town, and still retains 
that colonial feel. Although 
the street is bustling with 
tourists, it paradoxically 
feels serene and isolated 
from the rest of the city.

Quebec City is truly a 
w o n d e r  t o 
behold. It is 
a gem situ-
ated between 
t h e  m a r i -
time fishing 
towns to the 
east and the 
lush  g reen 
farmland of 
the Eastern 
To w n s h i p s 
to the west. 
I t  i s  o n e 
of  the  few 
places close 
to home that 
is still able 
to retain its 

magnificent heritage and 
keep up with the modern 
world. 

Quebec City is a great 
place for history buffs, as 
there are many historical 
events that occurred there. 

Also, the city is a great 
place for those looking to im-
merse themselves in a totally 
French atmosphere, as the of-
ficial language of the region 
is French. It’s only about six 
hours from home, and is a 
great alternative to traveling 
overseas to France. 

When I reminisce about 
my trip to Quebec City, one 
thing comes to mind. Je me 
souviens. I remember. I re-
member it all.

A. Karuppur (IV)

M. Fromm (IV)

Most people our age aren’t 
thinking about joining the mili-
tary. The thought hadn’t even 
crossed my mind until this 
summer, when I spent four days 
in an intensive training program 
with the Israeli army. I went on 
a five-week program to Israel 
with NFTY and spent four days 
and nights learning Israeli army 
tactics, hiking through high-
altitude mountain terrain, and 
being thrown into the turbulent 
lifestyle that is Israeli army life.

I didn’t really “elect” to do 
this program. I had heard that the 
army training, among the other 
options, was the best program 
that the company sponsoring the 
trip had to offer. Other programs 
included an archeological dig or 
a long hike through dense, Israeli 
forests. I’d also heard that the 
military program, called “Gad-
na” (a Hebrew word) wasn’t 
much fun during the actual 
four days, but that the sense of 
satisfaction everybody felt after 
completing the program more 
than made up for it.

I have eight first cousins and 

three uncles who live in Israel, 
and I knew that most of them had 
completed two years of military 
training. If they could do two 
years, I could do four days. So 
with a little hesitation, I signed 
my form and hopped on the bus.

Many of my friends from 
summer camp were with me at 
training camp, and we rallied 
behind each other. We cleaned 
the bathrooms several times a 
day, did pushups in 110 degree 
desert heat, and learned how to 
operate and fire an M16. The 
physical labor that was required 
of each trainee was understand-
able, but I was shocked at the 
intense mental discipline that 
each commander enforced.

Every time our commander 
approached us, we had to per-
form a series of memorized 
chants, show him that our water 
bottles were literally filled to 
the brim, and then salute him 
in a process so complex that 
we barely had it down before 
the end of our four days. We 
were all forced to go to sleep 
at exactly the same time, and 
the commander came around to 

make sure our eyes were closed 
and we were curled into the 
fetal position. We didn’t fear 
The Commander, but he wasn’t 
exactly the friendly type. 

Now that school has started, 
I see strong parallels between 
my time in Gadna and my time 
at Pingry. In the army, close 
attention to detail was para-
mount to surviving the training. 
In our school, remembering 
what homework, 
tests, and proj-
ects are due can 
be as difficult as 
remembering the 
fourteen things a 
soldier needs to 
begin a five-mile 
hike through a 
mountain range. 
Likewise, teach-
ers function like 
commanders . 
There’s an as-
signed task that 
needs to be com-
pleted, and if a 
student doesn’t 
do the task on 
time, there’s a 

penalty—no questions asked.
I think that every Pingry 

student would benefit from an 
experience similar to what I had 
in the Israeli army. In our school, 
we become so preoccupied with 
our studies and our sports that 
we sometimes forget some of 
the most important aspects of 
being a teenager. While Gadna 
was tough, the commanders 
repeatedly told us how critical 

it is to get enough sleep, keep 
close friends, and relax enough 
so that we don’t let too much 
stress hinder our abilities to think 
and operate normally. 

With the structure and ef-
ficiency of army training, I got 
better at time management, and 
I learned to cooperate with other 
people in finding solutions to 
problems that can’t be remedied 
by a single person.

Courtesy of Global Programming
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Students Travel to South Africa to Help with 
Global Literacy Project

By CAITLYN MAHONEY (IV)

At 3:00 am on July 21, 
2012, while most of the Pin-
gry community was asleep, 
sixteen students were 
awake and driving to 
JFK airport, about to 
begin the biggest ad-
venture of their lives. 

I am lucky enough 
to be one of those stu-
dents, and I can say 
that I honestly had a 
life changing expe-
rience. Chaperoned 
by Mrs. Mary Ogden, 
first grade teacher, and 
Mr. Ramsay Vehslage,  
sixth grade science 
teacher, we went to 
South Africa. This is 
where we stayed for 
the next two weeks as 
we worked with 
the Global Lit-
eracy Project (GLP).

While we were there, we 
worked mainly at Zuurbekom 
Primary School with students 
ages six to seventeen. Some 
of us worked in the library, 
where we played games and 
read to the kids.. Some of 
us participated in discussion 
groups with the older kids, 
where we could get to know 
them better and compare and 
contrast our American and 
their South African lifestyles. 
I was mainly in a third grade 
classroom, working with Mrs. 
Ogden and two other students 
to help the kids with math and 

reading. Later, we painted 
classrooms and installed mar-
ble flooring to another school, 
Thabasile Primary School.

One day, with the help 

of students from the local 
high school, we sorted and 
unpacked the books that we 
had packed in the warehouse 
in Hillside, NJ. The local stu-
dents who helped us unpack 
had so much to tell us about 
their culture and way of life. 
It was so cool to hear, and 
some stories sounded almost 
out of a fairy tale!

The most amazing part 
of the trip was the children. 
As soon as we stepped out 
of the bus, they mobbed us. 
They were hugging, smiling, 
and yelling, “Shoot me, shoot 
me!” (meaning that  they 

wanted us to take a picture 
of them with our cameras). It 
was amazing that they were 
just so happy and so full 
of life, and so grateful for 

us coming to be with them. 
Their happiness and joy was 
contagious.

“South Africa is life chang-
ing. It has given me a new 
perspective and appreciation 
that I never had before. It 
fills my heart to go and see 
students who have so little, 
but love so much….  These 
students don’t judge others, 
they don’t complain about 
what they don’t have. They 
appreciate all that is given 
to them from The Pingry 
School,” Mrs. Ogden, who 
went on the trip last year as 
well, gushed.

She added, “It fills my 
heart to see The Pingry Stu-
dents start the trip reserved 
and wary of the experience 
they are about to go on. Then 

a b o u t  2 - 3 
d a y s  i n t o 
the trip, they 
start to trans-
f o r m .  T h e y 
share mean-
ingful expe-
r i ences  and 
feelings and 
o p e n  t h e m -
s e l v e s  u p 
to the extreme 
diversity they 
are now a part 
of. By the end 
o f  t he  t r i p , 
the students 
are returning 
to Pingry, not 
on ly  ca r ing 

deeply for the 
learners of South Africa that 
they have worked with, but 
with a love for a country 
that will have touched them 
forever.”

Dr.  Emeka Akaezuwa, 
from the Global Literacy 
Project, said, “Working with 
the students and chaperones 
from The Pingry School was 
a pleasure. Everyone worked 
hard, and adapted well to 
changing schedules. Equally 
important, the literacy proj-
ects implemented by The 
Pingry School in South Africa 
left a lasting, positive legacy 
for all.”

Seeing the “Real” 
California

By HALEY PARK (III)
Tank tops, cut-off shorts, 

Rainbow flip-flops, and my 
neon-pink bikini: I was ready 
for California! But instead of 
hot and sunny weather, it was 
fifty degrees, foggy, and windy. 
As my family and I walked 
down the Golden Gate Bridge, 
shivering in shorts and tank 
tops, we knew we were tour-
ists. Immediately, we ran over 
to the nearest San Francisco 
gift shop and bought ourselves 
some cozy sweatshirts. 

The following day, we vis-
ited the vineyards in Sonoma 
County. We drove an hour away 
from San Francisco and the 
temperature had risen dramati-
cally to the high 90s. California 
weather was unusual yet great 

because although the tem-
perature was high, it didn’t feel 
humid or sticky at all. Although 
I didn’t get to participate in the 
wine tastings, it was a memo-
rable experience learning how 
to hold, drink, and smell wine; 
skills I hope to put into practice 
when I get older. 

Being in California for a 
few days now, I was able to 
distinguish some differences 
between Cali and New Jersey. 
This has always been a stereo-
typical generalization, but the 
people in California seem more 
laid-back. Something about be-
ing surrounded by palm trees 
and beaches does that to you.

For instance, from what I 
noticed, people in California 
seem more “green” and envi-
ronmentally conscious than we 
are. Obviously, not everyone is, 
but on the whole people seem 
more nature-friendly. There 
are many mountains and trails 

where people can enjoy out-
door activities. 

In Beverly Hills, we walked 
down Rodeo Drive, and in West 
Hollywood, we walked down 
Melrose Avenue.  It was excit-
ing to window shop on Rodeo 
Drive  and to see palm tree after 
palm tree on the streets. 

Anyway, after experiencing 
Rodeo Drive, we walked along 
Melrose Ave, where I felt out 
of place not having tattoos or 
piercings on my body. There, 
we shopped at unique stores I’d 
never heard of before my visit.

I had been looking forward 
to being in the 90210 zip code 
during the trip, and it was 
definitely worthwhile seeing. 
I told my parents on the flight 
back home, “I hope I can live 

in Beverly Hills when I get 
older!” It was clean, beautiful 
and warm. There was a laid 
back attitude, which I enjoyed. 

Despite how amazing Cali-
fornia was, it was heaven to 
come home and sleep on my 
own bed. It was tiresome to 
live out of a suitcase for a week. 

While California was beauti-
ful, the sightseeing was not my 
favorite part of the vacation. It 
was the countless laughs, goofy 
“selfies” (self-taken photos), 
and inside jokes I shared with 
my family that made the trip so 
worthwhile. 

And, while we got tired of 
being with each other night 
and day, it was special for my 
family to be able to take this 
vacation after being apart most 
of the summer. The quality 
time and bonding with them 
was invaluable and especially 
more precious now that both 
my sisters are away at college. 

Recounting My Internship at Delhi Metro

Students and Faculty Explore China
From June 14th to June 

29th, Jackson Artis (III), 
Brandon Chow (VI), Kevin 
Chow (III), Claudia Hu (III), 
Michael James (III), Jeremy 
Kwan (Form V), Jonathon 
Kwan (Form V), and Alex 
Tung (VI) traveled to various 
regions in China. Chaperoned 
by Mrs. Deirdre O’Mara, Mr. 
Keith Vassall, and Ms. Yi 
Hao, the students visited the 
Shanghai, Suzhou, Quzhou, 
Hangzhou and Beijing areas 
during their stay.

Many of these students 
agreed that they had gone 
on the trip to improve their 
Chinese, and to learn more 
about a culture that was vastly 
different from the one they 
grew up in. Their favorite 

By VICTORIA CASTILLO (IV) region they visited was Qu-
zhou, because of the unique 
opportunity to interact with 
students their own age there 
from Pingry’s sister school, 
Quzhou No. 2 High School. 
Pingry students stayed on 
campus for the majority of the 
trip, and were each assigned 
a buddy from Quzhou to stay 
with for during the day. One 
evening, they went home with 
their buddy families to eat din-
ner and bond in various ways. 

Alex Tung (VI) not only 
got a meal out of his stay, but 
also experienced Karaoke and 
Tai Chi with his family. Tung 
also learned that respect and 
hospitality are much more 
important in China than they 
seem to be in the United 
States. He said, “Treating 

guests with respect is a major 
cultural aspect in China. Be-
ing a good host, providing 
an overwhelming amount of 
food, and entertaining your 
guests are all major cultural 
traits.” 

Jackson Artis (III) found 
the school experience to be 
very different from what Pin-
gry students are used to, say-
ing, “The high school we 
visited only focused on aca-
demics. Nothing else seemed 
to matter.” School was not a 
place for socialization; its sole 
purpose was instruction.

By the end of the trip, the 
whole group was very sad to 
return home, but they will 
forever cherish their memo-
ries and the things they have 
learned while visiting China.

At the end of my sophomore 
year, I realized that I wanted to 
do something different over the 
summer. With college looming 
in the near future, I thought 
about doing something relevant 
yet exciting that connected with 
my interests in Engineering. 

During my past visits to 
India, I was mesmerized by the 
rapid construction of the Delhi 
Metro—the first plan of its 
kind in a city with 16 million 
residents.

Through a stroke of luck, 
I landed an internship at the 
Public Relations department 
of the Metro. It was the chance 
of a lifetime—three weeks to 
explore an exciting new field 
in the middle of a bustling city.

By TANAY GUPTA (V) I commuted to the office 
via the Delhi Metro. The first 
thing I noticed about the PR 
department was how lively the 
employees were. They seemed 
eager to submit assignments 
in on time and maintain good 
relationships with newspaper 
representatives. While hosting 
India’s President Pratibha Patil, 
members of the PR department 
were responsible for everything 
from managing security to de-
ciding which pen would be good 
to sign a memento with.

Although I took part in many 
amazing things during the in-
ternship like travelling 30 ki-
lometers to the edge of Delhi 
to see a worksite and exploring 
construction 100 feet below 
a busy highway, my favorite 
experience took place during 

the last day.
Like all other days, it began 

sipping sweet chai tea, while 
performing the morning ritual 
every PR officer engaged in—
scanning local papers for the 
Delhi Metro in the news. An 
hour later, I saw the OCC, or 
Operations Control Center.

I didn’t expect it to be any-
thing special, but as I entered 
I got a good look at the facil-
ity. The OCC had 15-foot high 
LED-lit walls with fiber-optic 
cables that indicated current 
train positions to the controllers, 
who were listening to Metro 
radio chatter. Since I was a little 
kid, I had always wanted to sit 
in an Air Traffic Control Room, 
and that day, I felt as though my 
wish had been granted. 

Having requested to see a 
live Tunnel Boring Machine a 
few days prior, I found out that 
I would also see that on my last 
day. It was an opportunity to see 

a $14 million eighty-ton ma-
chine in action below the city.

I travelled with a Metro em-
ployee to the site in the front car 
of the subway seated next to the 
Train Operator and saw the city 
passing by at 60 mph.

After arriving at the site, we 
descended several flights of 
stairs to the track level. Instant-
ly, the roar of the machine was 
audible. I was accompanied by 
the Executive Engineer (XEN) 
to explain things. 

While I may not have actu-
ally engineered anything for 
the Delhi Metro this summer, 
I learned so much and expe-
rienced so much excitement 
every day. I met some of the 
most interesting people and 
had my first experience with a 
company. The internship was a 
golden opportunity to witness 
Delhi’s history in a way that 
will connect the city like never 
before. 

H. Park (III)

Kate Sienko (VI)

Courtesy of Global Programming
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Senior Dan Muro Does CITY-
term, Spring 2012

Junior Rebecca Gever Raves 
About Swiss Semester, Fall 2011

By DAN MURO (VI)

By REBECCA GEVER (V)

The Pingry School can 
become an island. It’s all too 
easy to become isolated when 
you study, socialize, exercise, 
and perform in one place. 

The thought of getting up 
and leaving the island for 
four months for a semester 
away experience can sound 
daunting. But, really, doing 
something different for half 
the school year is nothing but 
constructive.

I signed up for CITYterm 
Spring 2012 in November of 
last year, nine months after 
applications were due. I don’t 
recommend doing this, but 
even if it takes you that long 
to go for it, it’s still worth it. 

I really did not know what 
to expect at CITYterm other 
than New York City and “ex-
periential learning.” The idea 
behind experiential learning 
is that the most effective way 

to internalize something is 
to understand it functionally 
(how it works within its own 

People always say that a 
picture is worth a thousand 

words. Well, I have 2,518 
pictures from Swiss Semes-
ter (and my friends have 
more), so it will be difficult 
to fit an apt description of 
the program into the allotted 
400-500 words.

During my ninety days at 
Swiss Semester, my friends 
and I would always say that 
we were “taking the road less 
traveled by.” We were push-
ing ourselves physically and 

context) by seeing, touching, 
and experiencing it. 

CITYterm students take a 
CITYtrip at least every other 
day. It’s a quick walk down 
the hill from the Master’s 
School campus to the train 
station, and a 40 minute ride 
down the Hudson to Grand 
Central Station.

On-campus, meanwhile, 
the CITYterm schedule is 
not like a typical high school 
schedule. They operate on a 
block schedule, a lot of which 
is filled with Urban Core and 
CITYtrips. But, of course, 
we still had to read books 
and do homework. The books 
are fascinating; one that we 
had to read was Lee String-
er’s Grand Central Winter, a 
memoir about his days as a 
crack addict, shifting between 
shelters and rail tracks. 

In addition to my studies, 
I was immersed in my Public 
Spaces project. The Public 

Spaces project is intended for 
students to propose a change 
for an actual New York public 

space (mine was South Street 
Seaport), visit and research 
the space, go on a Midnight 
Run (a program similar to 
Bridges), and end the unit 
in an authorship seminar 
with Lee Stringer. This all 
takes place in just a couple 
of weeks. 

At CITYterm, I learned a 
lot about New York and cities 
in general, but what makes 
CITYterm special isn’t the 
city itself. That’s just a stag-
ing ground for the experience. 
CITYterm is unique because 
it offers a very holistic edu-
cation that I couldn’t have 
gotten anywhere else.

Go in with an open mind 
and you’ll learn a lot about 
how you perceive and interact 
with your own reality, how 
you learn, and how to col-
laborate. I’ll leave you with a 
quote by Aldous Huxley that I 
saw pretty often at CITYterm: 
“Experience is not what hap-

pens to you. It is what you do 
with what happens to you.”

mentally, and having the time 
of our lives doing it.

On a typical  weekday 
morning, we woke up with 

the view of the Matterhorn 
Mountain outside our win-
dow. Our schedule went like 
this: morning classes, activ-
ity of the day (geology lab, 
climbing, hiking, or skiing), 
afternoon classes, study hall, 
and, finally, bedtime. On the 
weekends, we biked through 
the Swiss countryside, went 
wet gorging, and went ice 
climbing.

We did  not  have ce l l 

phones or Internet access, 
and we did not care. It may 
sound like a strict, fast-paced 
schedule, and it was, but it 

was also so much more than 
that. During Swiss Semester, 
we read and discussed great 
literature on a mountain in 
one of the most wholesome 
places on Earth. We studied 
art history and traveled to 
Italy and France and actually 
applied what we knew. We 
learned geology, and then 
hiked to glaciers and saw 
them in real life. We skied 
from Switzerland to Italy 

Junior Melanie Naratil Spends 
Spring Semester 2012 in Maine
By MELANIE NARATIL (V)

During the spring of last 
year, I attended a semester-

away program called Coastal 
Studies for Girls (CSG). I 
lived in a farmhouse with 
thirteen other girls on Maine’s 
coastline, learning about ma-
rine science and leadership. 

These thirteen new friends 
soon felt like sisters to me. We 
bunked together in one room, 
shared one bathroom, learned 
side by side, and ate every 
meal together. Caring teach-
ers and staff members taught 
and supported us throughout 
the whole experience. 

Hands-on exper iences 
along the local shoreline 
supplemented classroom dis-
cussions that focused on 
tides, currents, local species, 
ecosystems, geology, and 
the impact of humans on the 

ocean. We visited several 
sights that furthered our study 
of marine biology including, 

the Bowdoin Marine Lab, fish 
farms, a fish ladder to see 
alewives, and Schoodic Point. 

Each student was assigned 
a “sister species” to study 
throughout the semester. 
I  was assigned the Com-
mon Elder, the largest North 
American duck species, and 
wrote an article on them. At 
the end of the semester, three 
other girls and I conducted a 
research project on plankton 
and presented it to an audi-
ence of friends, family and 
local community members. 

We also got an opportunity 
to explore Maine’s vast land-
scape. We snow-shoed along 
the Maine Huts and Trails 
system and hiked the White 
Mountains. For a week, we 

sea kayaked on the New 
Meadows River and base 
camped on Merritt Island. 

The experience taught me 
how to camp responsibly in 
the wilderness.

Addi t ional ly,  the  pro-
gram’s focus on leadership 
helped me identify the type 
of leader I would like to be. 
I became more comfortable 
confronting people and began 
to accept the notion that I 
can make a difference in the 
world. I am also learned how 
to share my ideas and be more 
open to other people’s ideas.

Spending a semester at 
CSG gave me a newfound 
appreciation for nature and 
its tiniest details. I hope my 
experiences in Maine will 
help me contribute more 
meaningfully to the Pingry 
community.   

for lunch.
Most  important ly,  we 

formed incredible relation-
ships with our teachers and 
with each other.   Being 
able to live next door to 
my friends without parents, 
siblings, and the distraction 
of technology was great, and 
my classmates became my 
best friends and my family.

The most rewarding les-
son I took away from Swiss 
Semester is that no matter 
how difficult it is, if you 
just keep going, you can 
always get up 
the mountain. 
I was able to 
realize what 
is truly impor-
tant to me and 
which things 
o n l y  s e e m 
to be impor-
tant. Our time 
in  Ze rma t t , 
Swi tzer land 
w a s  i d y l l i c 
a n d  w o u l d 
not have been 
as precious if 
i t  were lon-
ger than three 
short months. 
We knew how 
fortunate we 
were and, al-
t h o u g h  w e 
were  some-
times home-

sick,  we woke up every 
morning stoked for the day 
to come.

I know that this kind of 
program does not appeal to 
everyone. A lot of people 
don’t see themselves as “out-
doorsy” or think they would 
be interested in going away 
from home for three months 
to another country. Honestly, 
the only things you need to 
be a Swiss Semester student 
are hiking boots, a love of 
taking risks, a positive at-
titude, and a willingness to 

M. Naratil (V)

R. Gever (V)

R. Gever (V)

work hard.
I accomplished things I 

never thought I could and 
made the closest, most hon-
est friendships doing it. I 
strongly encourage the cur-
rent freshmen to consider 
this opportunity if they think 
it might appeal to them or if 
it seems like something they 
would never have thought to 
do before. If anyone has any 
questions or wants to hear 
more about it, please feel free 
to ask me in person or email 
me at rgever@pingry,org.

D. Muro (VI)
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JUSTIN SOCIETY CREATIVE WRITING AWARDS

For Form III
For Fiction —   co-winners of the Fiction Prize are  Kathleen Murray and 
Tiffany Yu
For Poetry —  In Second Place:  Gladys Teng;  in First Place:  Leah Ajmani

For Form IV
For Fiction — The Fiction Prize goes to Stephanie Yeh
For Poetry — Honorable Mention:  Tammy Gu; In Third Place: Isabel Kim; 
In Second Place: Osa Omoregie; in First Place:  Erica Cheung

For Form V
For Fiction we have two categories.
For the Short Story  —  Third Place: Nicole Blum; Second Place: Sophia 
Feng; First Place: Emily Kamen
For the Short Short — Second Place: Claire Chen and Sam Ricciardi; First 
Place:  Ashley Zhou
Memoir: Shirley Wang

Congra tu la t ions 
New Members of the 
Cum Laude Society

Dorian Allen

Matt Composto

Sophia Feng

Gregory Koziol

Brian Li

Sydney Li

Valerie Morin

Sam Ricciardi

Carly Rotatori

Steven Sun

Dani Temares

Ashley Zhou

DEPARTMENT AWARDS
The Bausch & Lomb Science Award – Alex Epifano and Jack 
Hickey
The Rensselaer Mathematica and Science Award – Sydney Li
Form V Whitlock Prize for Math – Brian Li and Sophia Feng
Form V Science Prize – Brian Li and Matt Composto

BOOK AWARDS
The Brown University Book Award  -  Matt Composto
The Columbia University Book Award – Michael Arrom
Dartmouth College Book Award – Lexi Van Besien
The Hamilton College Prize – Ashley Zhou
The Mount Holyoke College Book Award – Rachel Lima
The Penn Book Award – Sydney Li
The Princeton University Book Award – Sonalika Reddi
Smith College Book Award – Caroline Murphy
The Carl Can Dyne Williams College Book Award – David Soled
The Wellesley Book Award – Valerie Morin
The Yale Book Award – Dorian Allen

Citizenship Prize
Form II Holly Butrico
Form III Elizabeth Kraeutler and Richard 
Morash
Form IV Anna Butrico
Form V Cameron Kirdzik

Faculty Prize
Form II Elizabeth Lee
Form III Coby Harris
Form IV Justin LeAndre
Form V Kasia Axtell and Andras Deak

Scholarship Prize
Form II Justin Chae and Reshmi Kotla
Form III Sharanya Pulapura
Form IV Vineeta Reddy
Form V Sophia Feng
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New Bradley Cooper Film, “The Words,”  
Is Trailblazer in World of Modern Cinema
By SAMANTHA KORN (V) & 

MATTHEW MARVIN (V)

Released in early Septem-
ber, “The Words” is a thought-
provoking film on the conse-
quences of plagiarism. It stars 
Bradley Cooper, Zoe Saldana, 
Dennis Quaid, Olivia Wilde, 
and Jeremy Irons. 

“The Words” tells the story 
of author Clayton Hammond 
(Quaid), whose most recent 
novel narrates the story of a 
struggling author who finds a 
secret manuscript in a brief-
case bought by his wife on 
their honeymoon in Paris. 
Under the pressure of writing 
a commercially successful 
first novel, the man, played by 
Cooper, plagiarizes the unpub-
lished novel word-for-word 
and presents it to a publisher 
as his own. 

He is offered a contract, 
which he accepts, and the 
novel becomes a critical and 
commercial success. He is 
confronted by an old man who 
reveals himself as the true 
author of the novel, sending 
him into emotional turmoil 
and leading to questions about 
his abilities as a writer and a 
husband.

The film’s heavy focus on 
plagiarism leads to the theme 

of guilt. When Rory (Cooper’s 
character) starts plagiarizing, 
his character feels guilty and 
knows what he is doing is 
morally and ethically wrong. 
However, this does not stop 
him from signing a publishing 
contract.

The immediate success of 
the plagiarized novel goes 
directly to Rory’s head. Its 
reception convinces him that 
he has not plagiarized, and he 
is in fact the writer – tempo-
rarily erasing his guilt. When 
confronted by the true writer 
of the novel, Rory’s guilt re-
appears and once again takes 
over his life.

Because of these themes 
that appear throughout “The 
Words,” the movie is a perfect 
meditation on Pingry’s own 
Honor Code.

The fi lm is a commen-
tary on morals, validity, and 
justice, and features Cooper 
in one of the most dramati-
cally demanding roles of his 
career. You may be familiar 
with Cooper from his comedic 
performances in such films as 
“Wedding Crashers,” “Valen-
tine’s Day,” “The Hangover,” 
and “The Hangover Part II.”

But in “The Words,” Cooper 
showcases an evolution from 

Taylor Swift and P!nk 
Release New Albums

By MARIA WERNER (III)

Taylor Swift’s latest hit 
single “We Are Never Ever 
Getting Back Together” and 
P!ink’s “Blow Me One Last 
Kiss” are two very similar yet 
strikingly different songs. 

“We Are Never Getting 
Back Together” is the most 
popular song on Swift’s fourth 
album and has 
been number one 
on the US Bill-
board Hot 100 
chart. In this song, 
Swift sticks to her 
lyric style of tell-
ing an autobio-
graphical story. 
The success of 
this song has al-
l o w e d  Ta y l o r 
Swift to record 
the highest ever 
one-week sales 
figures for a female artist. 
Rolling Stone described this 
album, entitled Red as “Swift’s 
most eclectic set ever, rang-
ing from “State of Grace,” a 
howling, U2-style epic with 
reverb-drenched guitars, to a 
sweet acoustic duet with U.K. 
singer Ed Sheeran.”

“Blow Me One Last Kiss” 
is featured on P!nk’s sixth 
studio album,The Truth about 

Love. Her latest song is cur-
rently number six on the US 
Billboard Hot 100 Chart and 
has been praised by music 
critics.

Compared to P!nk’s earlier 
hits “So What” and “Raise 
Your Glass,” critics have de-
scribed this song as “classic 
P!nk.” Billboard magazine’s 

Danielle Levy complimented 
the song by writing, “Feisty, 
energetic and vengeful as ever, 
‘Blow Me One Last Kiss’ is 
another powerful kiss-off from 
the veteran pop star.”

These two popular songs 
by two very different artists 
establish a theme of heart-
break in the lives of young 

teenage girls. While 
this theme is found 
in many other popular 
songs, these two art-
ists have consistently 
produced hit songs in 
their relatively short 
careers. What makes 
these songs so dif-
ferent, though, is the 
images Taylor Swift 
and P!nk have created 
for themselves, which 
carry into all of their 
songs. Swift’s good-

girl image is a sharp 
contrast to P!nk’s darker and 
analytical persona.

Time to Get Into Sweater Weather

New Shows to Look 
Out For This Fall

By ALLISON YU (V)

By KIMBERLY CHEN (IV)

The fashion featured in the 
Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week 
was breathtaking. Models 
paraded down the runways 
flaunting bright, flowing mini 
dresses, crisp ensembles of 
crop tops and patterned shorts, 
and outlandish gowns that 
covered the whole runway. Al-
though this year’s outfits were 
trendy, they are not appropriate 
for the fall and certainly not in 
dress code.

In the midst of fall, it can 
get confusing deciding what 
to wear. But when in doubt, 
remember these two words: 
sweater weather. 

When it is mildly cold out, 
it is best to wear a cotton 
blend sweater because cotton 

This fall, there is 
no shortage of new 
TV shows, such as 
NBC’s new science-
fiction drama Revo-
lution, in which the 
Matheson family 
owns a flash drive 
that could contain 
the answer to the 
mysterious techno-
logical apocalypse 
15 years earlier and 
how to reverse the 
effects. Revolution 
airs Mondays at 10 
p.m.

A new sitcom 
from FOX stars pro-
ducer and actress 
Mindy Kaling as 
Mindy, the title character of The 
Mindy Project, who has a thriv-

ing career as an OBGYN but 
struggles to find such success in 
her love life. Catch this comedy 

keeps you cool and adds an 
extra layer. 

There are other options 
if you feel fall col-
ors are too boring. 
Jewel tones like am-
ethyst purple, as well 
as dusted colors like 
hunter green or bur-
gundy have shades 
of summer, but are 
richer and deeper.

Girls who do not 
like the over-sized 
sweater look can 
wear lots of layers. 
Layers are practical 
for mixed-weather 
days and a good way 
to stay in dress code. 

Also, the two-
inch knee rule makes 
it hard to find flatter-

on Tuesdays at 9:30 p.m.
NBC’s new comedy Animal 

Practice stars Justin Kirk as a 
veterinarian in an animal hospi-
tal. The show airs Wednesdays 
at 8 p.m.

In Elementary, CBS’s rendi-
tion of Sherlock Holmes, Johnny 
Lee Miller plays recovering ad-
dict Sherlock, and Lucy Liu is 
his faithful Watson. This adapta-
tion of the classic mystery series 
airs on Thursdays at 10 p.m. 

Nat Faxon and Dakota John-
son play the brother-sister pair 
on Fox’s Ben and Kate, who 

move in together to raise Kate’s 
daughter, Maddie. Watch this 
new comedy on Tuesdays at 
8:30 p.m.

ABC’s 666 Park Avenue is an 
adaptation of Gabrielle Pierce’s 
book series of the same name, in 
which a couple (Dave Annable 
and Rachael Taylor) are hired as 
the new managers of The Drake, 
an Upper East Side apartment 
building. What they don’t know 
is that the residents have made 
deals with the Devil to have their 
wishes fulfilled. The series airs 
Sundays at 10 p.m.

ing skirts. With sophisticated 
maxi dresses and elegant high-
low skirts, the streamlined 

effect allows you to be both 
fashionable and in dress code.

Drama Series: “Homeland,” Showtime
Actress, Drama Series: Claire Danes,   
 “Homeland,” Showtime
Actor, Drama Series: Damian Lewis,              
 “Homeland,” Showtime
Supporting Acress, Drama Series: Maggie Smith,  
 “Downton Abbey,” PBS
Supporting Actor, Drama Series: Aaron Paul,  
 “Breaking Bad,” AMC 
Writing, Drama Series: Alex Gansa, Howard  
 Gordon, Gideon Raff, “Homeland,”   
 Showtime
Directing, Drama Series: Tim Van Patten,   
 “Boardwalk Empire,” HBO
Comedy Series: “Modern Family,” ABC
Actress, Comedy Series: Julia Louis-Dreyfus,  
 “Veep,” HBO
Actor, Comedy Series: Jon Cryer, “Two and a  
 Half Men,” CBS
Supporting Actress, Comedy Series: Julie   
 Bowen, “Modern Family,” ABC
Supporting Actor, Comedy Series: Eric   
 Stonestreet, “Modern Family,” ABC
Writing, Comedy Series: Louis C.K., “Louie,”  
 FX Networks
Directing, Comedy Series: Steven Levitan,   
 “Modern Family,” ABC
Miniseries or Movie: “Game Change,” HBO
Actress, Miniseries or Movie: Julianne Moore,  
 “Game Change,” HBO
Actor, Miniseries or Movie: Kevin Costner,   
 “Hatfields & McCoys,” History
Writing, Miniseries or Movie: Danny Strong,  
 “Game Change,” HBO
Directing, Miniseries or Movie: Jay Roach,   
 “Game Change,” HBO

Emmy Awards in 
Review

http//collider.com

666parkave-tvfanatic.com

fashion-leadcastingcall.com

dancemixusa.com

mainstream 
blockbuster 
f i lms to  a 
low-budget 
independent 
f i l m .  H e 
challenges 
himself  to 
play a char-
acter that is 
unlike any 
of his other 
recent roles.

The tal-
ented cast 
c o m p l e -
ments  one 
of the most 
p r o v o c a -
t i v e  a n d 
thoughtful 
n e w  f i l m 
scripts writ-
ten in years. 
Much of the 
plot is open 
to personal 
inference. 

Unlike films from recent 
years, the characters and their 
actions all fall into a gray area 
between black and white. Are 
the major characters good 
people? Are they bad? Is it that 
simple? First time screenwrit-
ers Brian Klugman and Lee 
Sternthal leave it entirely up 

to their audience. 
“The Words” is a trail-

blazer in the modern world 
of cinema: groundbreaking, 
different, and innovative. We 
strongly recommend anyone 
and everyone to see it, and 
we promise you will not be 
disappointed.
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Girls’ Soccer Is Having a Good 
Season So Far

By EMILIA MCMANUS (III)

Led by Captains Danielle 
Temares (VI) and Carly Ro-
tarori (VI), the Varsity girls’ 
Soccer team is off to a great 
start with a record of 5-2. 

The team has already 
played against major ri-
vals, including Bridgewater, 
Ridge and Watchung Hills. 
Although they faced two 
tough losses to Bridgewater 
and Watchung, the girls won 
a major 1-0 victory over 
Ridge in double over-time.

Temares believes that 
lessons can be learned from 
each game. “Both losses 
show us that is it important 
to score early in the game 
and put teams away because 
we often let them hang in 
there with us.” 

Shutting down the op-
position has become vital 
to a successful season, es-
pecially with the loss of 
the top scorers from last 
season. Temares trusts that 
the team’s main defend-

ers “Danielle Sedillo (VI), 
Amanda Haik (VI), Drew 
Topor (V), Ali Welch (V), 
and Lauren McLaughlin 
(IV) can accomplish this 
task.”

The team’s objectives 
for the season are to win 
the Country Championship, 
States,  and the Skyland 
Conference titles. As the 
season progresses Temares 
is convinced that the girls 
will continue to have “a lot 
of heart and talent.” 

Water Polo Team Is 
Optimistic

By MARIEL SANDER (III)
Although there  i s  no 

Junior Varsity or Middle 
School team this year, the 
Varsi ty boys’ and gir ls’ 
Water Polo team remains 
positive. As Coach Jeffrey 
Jenkins puts it, “We have a 
small team, but also have a 
lot of experience.”

Captain Will  LaCosta 
(VI), Adam Fraites (VI), 
and Sebastian Lutz (IV) lead 
the offensive portion of the 
team. Michael O’Reilly (VI) 
is the other captain and the 
team goalie.

“The team has promise 
this year,” LaCosta said. 
They opened their season 
wi th  two games,  which 
LaCosta noted, “Were tough, 
but close.”

The game against Pen-
nington School is one to 
watch this fall .  LaCosta 
calls Pennington the water 
polo team’s “prep school 
rival.” Like most of the 
other schools the team plays, 
Pennington is far away—an 
hour car ride, each way.

Water polo is not as wide-
spread as other sports. Con-
sequently, the Big Blue team 
has to drive to schools in 
places far like Philadelphia 
and Wynnewood, Pennsyl-
vania.

Despite these setbacks, 
the team is hopeful about 
their chances in upcoming 
tournaments. LaCosta feels 
that “this season is looking 
up for the team.”

Football Record Doesn’t Reflect 
Team Efforts

By ANDREW DELLAPINA (VI)

Field Hockey Team Starts 
Season Off Strong

By KATIE COYNE (III)

S. Clark (IV)

I. Barrionuevo (V)

Led by Coach Lee, Coach 
Alexander,  and captains 
Nicole Arata (VI) and Nikki 
Witte (VI), the Varsity girls’ 
Field Hockey team has hit 
the ground running. Over 
the summer, the girls trav-
eled to Holland to practice 
their skills with the Dutch. 
Preseason began shortly af-
terward on August 15th and 
got everyone in shape for the 
upcoming season.

The team is currently 7-1 
with triumphs over Bask-
ing Ridge, Bernardsville, 
Hillsborough and Central 
Hunterdon. Along with Ni-
cole and Nikki, seniors Katie 
Ruesterholz, Lauren DeVito, 

and Brigid Bruno have all 
been key players on the field 
and great leaders for the rest 
of the team.

Everyone on field hockey 
is very passionate about 
both the sport and the team. 
Bruno (VI) said, “The skills 
that I have learned playing 
field hockey have helped 
me in almost every aspect 
of my life. Field hockey 
always challenges me to be 
a better teammate, a better 
player, and a better leader. 
One of the greatest chal-
lenges our team is faced with 
this year is age, because we 

lost a lot of seniors from 
last year. Despite this, I am 
continuously surprised by 
the level of determination 
and drive our young team 
has. In the words of Coach 
Alexander, I am ‘cautiously 
optimistic’ about our sea-
son.”

Coach Alexander echoes 
Bruno’s sentiment,  add-
ing, “We are off to a strong 
start this season, which is 
great.  We have returned 
a core group of starters 
and have strong newcom-
ers stepping up where we 
need them. The girls and 

Mrs. McGrath

After having a few mod-
erately successful seasons, 
it would seem as if Pingry’s 
Football team has taken a 

step backward this year, 
opening with a 0-4 record. 
Just don’t let captain Adam 
Palmer (VI) hear that.

“I don’t think that our 
team record is representative 
of the kind of team we are,” 
explained the team’s starting 
noseguard. “Now that we’ve 
kind of had a chance to fix 

all of the problems we’ve 
had, as well as play against 
physical teams, we’ve reset 
our goals and expectations 

for what we need to do as a 
team to be successful.” The 
team opened up the season 
against Roselle Park, bat-
tling into Overtime before 
falling 21-20. Big Blue fol-

lowed that up with losses 
to South Hunterdon and 
Bound Brook, and faced off 
against New Providence last 
Friday night in what was 
likely the biggest challenge 
of the season. Helping them 
fight their way back is co-
captain Evan Key (V), who 
is returning from injury this 
week. Key missed the entire 
season up to this point and 
will immensely help the 
team as a starting Tight End, 
Linebacker and Free Safety.

Unfortunately, Key comes 
back to replace another 
lost player, as starting Left 
Guard and Defensive Tackle 
David Soled (VI) is now out 
for the rest of the season 
with a torn ACL. Soled’s in-
jury serves as a reminder to 
the team that they can never 
take a game or practice for 
granted, and Big Blue will 
look to make sure his ef-
fort and dedication were 
not in vain. “This team has 
faced a lot of adversity,” 
noted senior Fullback and 
Linebacker Ryan Toomey 
(VI). “It’s not easy to start 
off your season winless and 
keep the faith. But this team 
has bonded together through 
the injuries and battles, and 
I have faith in my boys that 
we will out finish out this 
season strong.”

The tight bonds and mu-
tual faith are what will keep 
this team going through the 
homestretch of the season. 
As Palmer so enthusiasti-
cally put it, “It’s a great 
group of kids who love to 
play. I would rather be 0-4 
with this team than 4-0 with 
any other.”

Courtesy of the Communications Office

the coaches have high hopes 
for this season, and plan 
to achieve many successes 
thorough dedicated team-
work!”
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Boys’ Soccer Returns from 
Tournament in Saint Louis

By MARK SHTRAKHMAN 
(III)

Led by Captains Henry 
Flugstad-Clarke (VI), Cameron 
Kirdzik (VI), Christian Fechter 
(VI) and Brian Costa (VI), the 
boys’ Varsity soccer team has 

a tough season ahead of them. 
Last year, the team managed 
to achieve an impressive 20-2 
record, but took neither the 
county nor state title. The team 
plans on changing that, start-
ing with an impressive start 
of 5-0-1.

Flugstad-Clarke believes 
that the team has “the potential 
and talent to be one of the best 
teams in the state if not the 
country.” Returning seniors, 

including the captains, Spencer 
Bianco (VI), Mac Hugin (VI), 
and Rahul Rakhit (VI) will all 
be getting a large amount of 
playing time. Entering his 53rd 
season, Coach Miller Bugliari, 
believes that Matt Mangini 

(V), Louie Monteagudo (V) 
and starting goalie Max Lurie 
(IV), will additionally play an 
important role this season. 

The team is anticipating 
some tough matches, including 
the national tournament in St. 
Louis and the county and state 
tournaments beginning in mid-
October. Flugstad-Clarke looks 
at the national tournament as 
a “good measuring stick to 
see how far the Pingry soccer 

program has come compared 
to other nationally ranked 
schools.” 

Kirdzik notes that the team 
has gotten off to a good start 
but “still has a lot of kinks to 
work out.” He adds that each 

day the team is improving 
with good training sessions 
and lots of hard work on and 
off the field. 

The team has gotten off 
to a good start with impres-
sive ball movement around 
the field. Costa adds that he 
expects for the team “to win 
the County Championship and 
the State Championship, and 
anything short of that is not 
good enough.”

Boys’ and Girls’ Cross Country 
Having Fantastic Seasons

By VINEETA REDDY (V)

With the leadership of El-
len Cahill (VI), Anna Butrico 
(V), and Cameron Gensch 
(VI), the Varsity girls’ and 
boys’ Cross Country teams 
are looking forward to a suc-
cessful season. 

The girls’ team is ready 
to go and 
t h e y  a r e 
already off 
to a great 
start with 
a  w i n  a t 
the  New-
ark Acad-
emy Invi-
t a t i o n a l . 
“We have 
some great 
re turn ing 
r u n n e r s 
along with 
some valu-
ab le  new 
additions. 
G o o d 
things will 
continue to come with such 
a cohesive, tight-knit team!” 
proclaimed Butrico, confi-
dent of the team’s imminent 
success. 

According to Head Coach 
of the girls’ team, Mr. Timo-

thy Grant, “The team has 
begun the season in great 
shape coming off strong sum-
mer training. They should 
continue to improve and have 
the potential for a truly out-
standing season.” The girls 
are aspiring to place at least 
third at states and hope to do 

well enough to make it to the 
Meet of Champions. 

Under the guidance of 
Head Coach Mr. Matthew 
Horesta, the boys hope to get 
recognized at the state level, 

With a 6-0 lead, the Girls’ 
Tennis team has defeated 
m a n y  t e a m s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Hunterdon Central, Hills-

Girls’ Tennis Looking Very  
Strong This Fall

By NEHA SEETAMRAJU (III)

borough, Watchung Hills, 
Montgomery, Kent Place, and 
Bridgewater-Raritan. With 
this many defeats, these girls 
have a reason to feel proud of 
themselves.

The team is currently lead 
by Kelly Mao (VI) and Steph-
anie Carr (VI), while the rest 
of the team consists of Madi-
son Stevens (IV), Christina 
Zajkowski (IV), Naomi Wong 
(VI), Michaela Scrudato (VI), 
Jacqueline Jackimowicz (III), 
Avery Hatfield (IV), Juliette 

Pigott (VI), Jaime Ferns (VI) 
and Jennifer Guo (IV). 

Mr. Lou Castelli, who was 
appointed the head coach of 
the Girls’ and Boys’ teams as 
well as the director of Out-

win the Non Public B State 
Championship, and appear at 
the Meet of Champions. 

Although Gensch feels 
that “Justin Leandre, Stewart 
Wood, and Liam Mullet are 
‘animals’ with some serious 
talent,” he praises all the ath-
letes. “This year our team has 

really become 
a well-oiled 
machine, from 
the freshman 
a l l  the  way 
up to the two 
seniors. The 
q u a l i t y  o f 
e v e r y o n e ’s 
w o r k o u t s 
show that we 
are all diligent 
about  t rain-
ing” he said. 

B o t h  t h e 
g i r l s ’  a n d 
boys’ teams 
a r e  o f f  t o 
great  starts . 

A. Fluet (V)

“We have the perfect com-
bination of positivity and 
determination,” Cahill said. 
“We are working really hard 
and I know we will do well 
this season.”

A. Fluet (V)

door Racket Programs this 
year, played a significant role 
in the girls’ continued suc-
cess. Coach Castelli proved 
his talent as a coach when 
he was in charge of the Kent 
Place School’s Girls’ Tennis 
team from 2000 to 2009, 
along with the Boys’ Tennis 
team from 2001 to 2003. 

The Boys’ team achieved 
many feats, including earn-
ing third place in The Star-
Ledger’s best high-school 
teams of New Jersey, as well 

as the state sectional title. 
With these many victories, 
Pingry was more than happy 
to accept him into their com-
munity. 

Before the start of the sea-

son, Mr. Gerry Vanasse, the 
Director of Athletics agrees, 
“Coach Castelli is a fantastic 
addition to Pingry’s coaching 
staff. His experiences...will 
help ensure the continued 
success of our tennis pro-
gram, and we are eager for 
our players to start working 
with him.” 

The team’s enthusiasm for 
the sport and energy on the 
court allows Castelli to “en-
sure the continued success” 
of the Girls’ Tennis team.

A. Fluet (V)

A. Fluet (V)

Courtesy of the Communications Office


