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For more than three years, 
the Technol-
ogy Depart-
m e n t  h a s 
maintained a 
little known 
website that 
g ives  s tu-

dents access to their files from 
home. Using a special technol-
ogy known as FTP (file transfer 
protocol), students can upload 
and download files in their 
school network folders from 
anywhere in the world.

For students accustomed to 
graphical websites such as Pin-
gry Webmail, the bare-bones 

FTP site—which is purely 
text-based—may seem unfa-
miliar. However, Director of 
Technology Mr. Quoc Vo says 
the FTP server is the only way 
for students to access their files 
from outside of school short of 
emailing themselves the files.

The files and folders that a 
student can download from the 
FTP site are the same as those 
in his or her in-school folder, 
System Engineer Apu says. 
Similarly, if a student adds files 
to his FTP site from home, those 

files will appear in his school 
network folder.

According to Mr. Vo, the 
Technology Department has 
not set a per-student file quota, 
nor does the school limit the 
amount of information that a 
student can transfer to or from 
his network account. He adds 
that the department is consider-
ing a 200-Megabyte “soft limit” 
for student accounts—about a 
third the amount of information 
that can be stored on a CD—but 
that any such limit could be 
overridden if a student had 
a compelling reason to store 
more information on the Pingry 
servers.

Like studentsʼ in-school 

Students Can Access Files from Home
With Technology Dep’t FTP Server

By ADAM GOLDSTEIN (V)

ENGLISH TEACHER
PUBLISHES THIRD
ENLIGHTENING BOOK

Guide Endorsed by 
Leaders of 

Various Faiths

See page 3 for informative, 
step–by–step instructions 
on accessing the FTP server.

Continued on Page 3

GOLDSTEIN WRITES
BESTSELLING APPLE-
SCRIPT MANUAL
Goldstein, 17, 

Writes 350-Page 
AppleScript Guide 
for Major Series

Considering the number of 
book ideas pitched to publish-
ing companies each year, it 
is a rare feat for any aspiring 
author to be published. Even 
more uncommon is being 
published before you have 
your license.

However, being uncom-
mon may just be junior Adam 
Goldsteinʼs thing, for in Feb-
ruary, Goldstein became a 
published author with his 
first book, “AppleScript: The 
Missing Manual.” 

Goldstein s̓ book, published 
by Pogue Press/OʼReilly Me-
dia, Inc., is an introduction to 
AppleScript, a programming 
language unique to Macintosh 
operating systems. Apple-
Script helps more advanced 
Mac users “ease the tedium 
of having to repeat the same 
tasks every single day” by 
instructing the computer to 
automatically perform certain 
actions, Goldstein explains. 
Because the programming 
language is modeled around 
English with straightforward 

syntax and simple commands 
such as “speak” and “tell,” 
Goldstein says AppleScript 
is easy for Mac users to learn 
and use.

Goldstein taught himself 
AppleScript when he was 
thirteen by using an out-
dated reference book because 
no up-to-date introductory 
manual existed at the time. 
If it were not for his troubles 
when learning AppleScript, “I 
definitely wouldnʼt have been 
inspired to write my book,” 
Goldstein says.

Then, three years ago, 
Goldstein met New York 
Times “State of the Art” 
columnist and CBS News 
Technology Correspondent 
David Pogue at a book-sign-
ing for Mr. Pogueʼs “Mac 

By CAROLINE SAVELLO (VI)

Courtesy of Mr. Sluyter

Mr. Dean Sluyter and junior Adam Goldstein both published books in February. Both wrote and edited their respec-
tive nonfiction guides to “Enlightenment Lessons from the Movies” and AppleScript.

network folders, each student s̓ 
FTP site is password-protected 
to ensure that other students 
cannot access it. Faculty and 
school groups that have their 
own network accounts, such 
as Vital Signs and Calliope, 
can also access their files from 
outside of school using the 
FTP site.

The only major area of secu-
rity concern, Apu says, is that a 
student s̓ password and files are 
transmitted “in the clear,” mean-
ing there is a remote chance that 
they could be intercepted by 
other people on a studentʼs 
home network. However, if a 
student chooses to access the 
FTP site from a public location 
such as a library or an Internet 
café, there is a greater risk of 
that student s̓ information being 
intercepted.

Mr. Vo says that in addition 
to offering students web-based 
services such as Webmail and 
the FTP site, the Technology 
Department is considering 
creating a centralized “web 
portal” or “virtual locker” for 
students  ̓ data, much as many 
businesses and colleges offer. 
This system would simplify 
the process of accessing files, 
email, and teachers  ̓ links by 
grouping them in a centralized 
online location.

“That will be the 
last time I ever 
underestimate 

anyone based on 
their age.”

Continued on Page 3

“If you spliced together DNA 
from Quentin Tarantino and 
the Dalai Lama, youʼd get 
Dean Sluyter and heʼd write 
this amazing book.” So reads 
the critical acclaim of English 
teacher Dean Sluyterʼs new 
book “Cinema Nirvana,” sub-
titled “Enlightenment Lessons 
from the Movies.” Mr. Sluyter 
describes his third book, which 
hit bookstore shelves on Febru-
ary 22, as “a chance for movie 
fans and spiritual seekers to 
unite - and that covers just about 
everybody.”

The goal of “Cinema Nir-
vana,” Mr. Sluyter explains, is 
to “use the familiar to introduce 
the unfamiliar.” By analyzing 
pop culture and modern film, 
Mr. Sluyter s̓ book makes the 
Eastern concepts of enlight-
enment and Buddhism more 
understandable to American 
readers. Using scenes from such 
popular films as Jaws, Inde-
pendence Day, The Godfather, 
Casablanca, and Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs, “Cinema 
Nirvana” explores components 
of Eastern spirituality in the 
themes and imagery of Ameri-
can films. “In introducing en-
lightenment to a new audience,” 
Mr. Sluyter says, “it is important 
to make it accessible in terms 
of whatever is already a part of 
their culture.”

Mr. Sluyter says humor is 
another important element of 
his book s̓ instruction and traces 
this literary nuance to his expe-
rience as a high school teacher. 

By CHANTAL BERMAN (V)

The Pingry School Stu-
dent Photography Show and 
awards ceremony opened in 
the Arts Wing Gallery on 
Wednesday, February 9.

On display was photogra-
phy by students at Pingry, the 
Hun School, Randolph High 
School, Morristown-Beard, 
Ridge High School, Princ-
eton Day School, and North 
Hunterdon High School. The 
majority of the work was in 
black and white, with a few 
color photos and mixed me-
dia pieces.

The art show has been a 
tradition for eight years, but 
the official gallery open-
ing and awards ceremony 
were new this year, as was 
the addition of Ridge High 
School students  ̓work to the 
display.

Mr. Peter Delman, the 
gallery director, believes that 
“getting students together for 
this ceremony adds a whole 

Arts Dep’t Hosts NJ Student Photo Show
By JENNA DEVINE (III)

new element to the creative 
process.”

Mr. Miles Boyd, chair of 
the Fine Arts Department, 
adds, “The gallery is not only 
a place to show work – it 
gives students insight into 
the creative process. They 
came away from this show 

with new ideas.”
The show was judged by 

Mr. Edward Fausty, a pho-
tographer based in Jersey 
City. Mr. Fausty focuses on 
photographing urban envi-
ronments, creating large-
scale photos with what Mr. 
Delman calls a “painterly 

quality.” Mr. Faustyʼs work 
is softer than most photos 
and more like paintings as 
they lack the visual crispness 
of mainstream photography. 

Of the over 130 students 
who participated in the show, 
20 won awards. Mr. Fausty 
said he chose works deserv-
ing of awards not necessar-
ily based on technique, but 
rather ones that “surprised” 
him in some way.

Four Pingry students won 
awards, including Stephanie 
Bailye (IV) for “Lime Twist,” 
Sarah Filipski (VI) for “Tree 
Study,” Dan Scheininger 
(VI)  for  “Palace View,” 
and Jessica Meyer (VI) for 
“Montepulciano, Italy.”

Both Mr.  Delman and 
Mr. Boyd said they were ex-
tremely impressed with the 
final display. “Each year the 
work blows me away more 
and more,” Mr. Boyd com-
mented. “My only criticism 
is that there is so much good 
work and so little space to 
show it all!”

N. Lee (V)
Junior Ramyata Joshiʼs photo was one of 130 pieces dis-
played at the Student Photography Show on February 9.

Continued on Page 3
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Over the years, I have found 
it absolutely useless to attempt 
to disguise my childhood 
love of Barbies. Or rather, 
perhaps love is not even the 
proper word: I was obsessed, 
and here I am, unashamedly 
admitting my obsession, my 
favorite closet dust bunny 
which should never see the 
light of day, in print. 

And in the mood of self-
incrimination, I will admit 
something further: my obses-
sion has not exactly ended, 
and I take a not-so-secret joy 
in playing Barbies with my 
ten-year-old sister, claiming 
the good-sister persona while 
secretly loving each miniature 
dress and necklace. 

It was with my Barbie dolls 
that, as a child, I created my 
own little world: one in which 
Barbie was a doctor or a pilot 
or heck, the President of the 
United States of America 
(yes, she wore pink to the 
inauguration). In my little 
world, much in contrast the 
femmenazi arguments of my 
mother, Barbie had dreams, 
and big ones at that; Barbies 
lived out my greatest child-
hood fantasies as well as my 
greatest childhood fears. I 
credit any lingering creativity 
left in my seemingly talentless 
(art-wise, that is) body to my 
days in the land of Barbie, as 
well as any creativity I may 
have as a writer. 

And so, opening my Cre-
ative Writing text to Du-
hamelʼs truly fabulous poems 
about my eternal heroine, I 
was enthralled by the seeming 
maturation of my pink-clad 

dream-builder into the world 
of adulthood, wielding her 
sparkly manicure like a trophy 
and attempting to fi t into that 
ever-widening gap between 
innocence and experience.

At the risk of sounding 
clichéd, I feel like I, and many 
of my friends, are stuck in 
that gap between innocence 
and experience. As seniors, 
preparing to move on to col-

lege, we are no longer high 
schoolers, and not yet college 
students; we are no longer 
children, and not yet adults. 

After all, what high school 
senior cannot identify with 
the plastic Barbie doll and 
her plastic dreams? There is 
so much we all want to do 
with our lives, but it is only 
the lucky few among us who 
truly know how to get there. 
And so too do so many of us 
(well, perhaps only those of us 
who identify with the female 
sex) share with Barbie a pas-
sion for pink stilettos and pink 
houses where you can let your 
friends in and keep the rest of 
the world out.

For my part, I read the 
New York Times each morn-

ing, filling my world with 
images of bloodied bodies 
in Darfur and complaints 
about Bushʼs Social Security 
plans, but to compensate I 
secretly watch “Full House” 
reruns on weekends. I cannot 
handle the world of the adult 
without a dose of the world of 
the child.

Bu t  t hen  aga in ,  who 
can? After all, SpongeBob 
Squarepants has developed 
into such a phenomenon that 
the Bikini Bottom resident 
became a target of the Focus 
on the Familyʼs Christian 
coalition. So too did “The 
Incredibles” not gross $250 
million dollars through the 
purchase of childrenʼs tickets 
alone.  

Such examples, I believe, 
are not merely isolated inci-
dents but are rather indicative 
of a societal trend. Turning 
on the television imparts a 
barrage of images of tanks 
and bloodied streets and inter-
views with activists predicting 
the end of fresh air or the 
start of nuclear war. It is only 
natural to pull back, to hide; 
after all, we are creatures of 
comfort, and even the stron-
gest among us need to become 
turtles every once in awhile.

I pull into my shell by 
retreating to the world of 
Barbie dolls, but I realize 
that as a consequence I am 
waiting out a jail sentence 
of limbo between childhood 
and adulthood that is self-im-
posed. I have trapped myself 
in a world of Barbies and Iraqi 
insurgents, and I am the only 
one who can manage to relo-
cate myself to a place where 
Barbies are shelved and Iraqi 
insurgents are on the front 
cover of my subscriptions. 

I have faith that I can put 
away my Barbies, and I have 
faith that I can open my Econ-
omist to the articles on Iraq. I 
will just move slowly, that is 
all. After all, Barbie cannot 
walk too quickly out of my life 
in those pink stiletto heels.

And thus do I emerge from 
the land of Barbies, natural 
disasters, and nuclear warfare, 
and apologize to my readers 
for my 800-word dissection 
of my love for plastic dolls 
with enormous chests and feet 
in the shape of high heels. I 
apologize, but I am glad you 
read it anyway, because I am 
sure that deep down you too 
loved Barbies, whether for her 
sexpot fi gure or her excellent 
taste in shoes.

As the 77th Annual Acad-
emy Awards wound down 
on February 27, an estimated 
42.1 million viewers were 
once again left with a rela-
tively bland and unexciting 
show. Several attempts at 
reenergizing the ceremony 
mostly failed to bring back 
the elegant zest the show once 
possessed. 

Chief among this yearʼs 
changes was the host, as 
first-timer Chris Rock em-
ceed. Rock built up buzz in 
the weeks preceding Oscar 
night by making several de-
rogatory comments about the 
nominees and the program 
itself. However, he received 
relatively mixed notices for 
his performance at the gala, 
as many of his jokes fell fl at 
and his segment about the 
lack of talent of Jude Law 
drew ire from Oscar winner 
Sean Penn. Another important 
change involved streamlining 
the show; nominees in less 
popular categories were either 
brought onstage before their 
awards were presented or re-
ceived their Oscars in the au-
dience. This new format also 
drew mixed reactions as many 
found it offensive to those 
who work in the less glamor-
ous areas of Hollywood.

As to those who took home 
trophies, the Oscars once 
again provided few surprises. 
In the best picture category, 
Million Dollar Baby had 
been gaining steam for sev-
eral weeks before its triumph, 

though some still forecasted 
Howard Hughes biopic The 
Aviator might manage a win. 
Baby was one of the yearʼs 
few fi ctional dramas to gain 
acclaim, but the combination 
of its critical acclaim and the 
controversy it has stirred for 
its shocking ending aided in 
a win. 

Critical darling Sideways 
also failed to take best picture, 
as some had hoped, though 
t h e  f i l m 
managed a 
win for its 
tragicomic 
s c r e e n -
play. Eter-
na l  Sun-
s h i n e  o f 
the Spot-
less Mind-
s c r i b e 
C h a r l i e 
Kaufman 
also won 
for his screenplay on his third 
nomination. 

In the best director cat-
egory, Clint Eastwood took 
his second Oscar, 12 years 
after his triumph for Unfor-
given. Though Eastwoodʼs 
assurance of a win was almost 
undeniable after he took the 
prize from the Director ʼs 
Guild of America, an almost 
infallible prognosticator of 
Oscar victory, many were 
sad to see Aviator director 
Martin Scorcese go home 
empty-handed. Scorcese, who 
has now lost five times in 
the category, was fi rst nomi-
nated 24 years ago and now 
matches the losing streak of 

fellow directing great Alfred 
Hitchcock. 

The acting categories were 
also wholly predictable. Best 
lead actor Jamie Foxx fin-
ished his two-month journey 
of awards ceremonies with 
a long-assured Oscar win. 
His speech included a brief 
audience-interactive sung 
tribute to Ray Charles, whom 
he portrayed in Ray, and 
also a touching dedication to 

his grand-
mother. 

Best ac-
tress Hil-
ary Swank 
t o o k  h e r 
s e c o n d 
O s c a r  a t 
the age of 
3 1 ,  a n d 
beat fellow 
n o m i n e e 
A n n e t t e 
Bening for 

the second time in fi ve years. 
Many had hoped that Imelda 
Staunton, who played a se-
cret abortionist in the drama 
Vera Drake, might manage a 
win, but Swankʼs much more 
accessible and visible per-
formance were the ultimate 
choice. In Swankʼs speech, 
she immediately thanked hus-
band Chad Lowe (whom she 

notoriously forgot to mention 
in her last acceptance speech) 
and also expressed her great 
respect for Eastwood. 

In the supporting act-
ing categories, two overdue 
thespians fi nally triumphed. 
Four-time nominee Morgan 
Freeman won best supporting 
actor for his portrayal of Mil-
lion Dollar Babyʼs narrator 
and moral center. Freeman 
took the prize just one year 
after his Shawshank Redemp-
tion costar, Tim Robbins, tri-
umphed in the same category, 
and his humble and brief 
speech was another of the 
nightʼs highlights. Best sup-
porting actress Cate Blanchett 
won for her portrayal of screen 

great Katharine Hepburn in 
The Aviator. Blanchett was 
widely praised for her perfect 
embodiment of Hepburnʼs 
mannerisms and her pas-
sionate love for Hughes, and 
received her Oscar after years 
of critically loved work that 
went oddly without reward in 
Hollywood. 

With the great gala now 
fi nished and next yearʼs Oscar 
hopefuls lining up in theaters, 
the viewer can hope that next 
year the ceremony will be a 
bit more exciting. Rest as-
sured, however, that as long 
as there is great cinema, there 
will always be a hint of magic 
on a special, late February 
night.

Oscars Not ‘Rock’ed by Host and Nominees

Life Is Easier With a
Dosage of Barbie

Danielle Peretore (VI)
CULTURAL OPINION

I cannot handle the 
world of the adult 
without a dose of 
the world of the 

child.

By EVAN ROSENMAN (III)

Our Share of $27 Billion
The tsunami that devastated Southeast Asia on December 26 incited our community, like so 

many others throughout the nation and the world, to give generously. The collective efforts of 
dozens of student organizers and hundreds of generous donors produced over $8,000 of aid to the 
victims of the tsunami.

Ms. Celina de Sola, Pingry alum and coordinator of disaster relief for AmeriCares, said that the 
amount of money donated to the organization s̓ Asian Tsunami Relief Fund was unparalleled. Not 
only did AmeriCares alone receive enough money to fully aid the tsunami victims, but it now has 
enough funding “left over” to rebuild the hardest-hit area of Banda Aceh four times over. 

First and foremost, this fi gure is an incredible indication of the scope of the tsunami disaster, the 
degree of international response, and the magnitude of the generosity of our country. Also worth 
remembering,  AmeriCares will not be the only charitable organization spending on the region. 
Their funds and volunteers will be joined by even more from organizations such as UNICEF, 
the Red Cross, and Médecins Sans Frontières, all of whose supplies most likely exceed those of 
AmeriCares.

Yet while we applaud the world-wide response to this crisis and what it shows about our ability 
to reach out to those in need, we would be wise to remember that this particular disaster is only one 
of many. Nicholas Kristof, op-ed columnist at The New York Times, cautioned his readers soon 
after the tsunami not to forget the other humanitarian crises and disasters throughout the world. 
The sheer number of people killed by the waves was a tragedy beyond comprehension, to say 
nothing of the millions left homeless, wounded, and impoverished. But at a time of overwhelm-
ing humanitarian aid and awareness, Kristof made an insightful comparison of statistics. Malaria, 
a disease easily prevented and easily cured in the developed world, still kills between 1.5 and 3 
million people annually.

The real question for all of us is, how do we prioritize need? How do we ensure that it s̓ not 
just the tsunamis of the world that get our attention?

This past May, Mr. Bjorn Lomborg, former director of the Environmental Assessment Institute, 
sponsored a week-long conference to analyze world development goals and to prioritize those 
goals in the most economically feasible way possible.

The unstated goal of the Copenhagen Consensus, as Mr. Lomborg titled his creation, was to 
assess the opportunity cost of humanitarian aid. Most economists defi ne opportunity cost as the 
value of the best alternative given up when making a choice. Yet the Copenhagen Consensus sought 
to determine, through cost-benefi t analysis, how to spend the world s̓ monetary humanitarian aid 
so as to achieve the maximum benefi t for all of society.

What the conference ultimately determined was that humanitarian aid can and does produce 
lasting change. Take, for instance, HIV/AIDS: according to Mr. Lomborg and his colleagues, the 
cost of preventing more than 28 million cases of AIDS by 2010 would be just under $27 billion. 
However, the monetary benefi ts, to say nothing of the human gains, would be almost forty times 
that number.

$27 billion is quite a lot of money. But on a macroeconomic scale, it does not seem so extreme, 
especially when considering that Microsoft s̓ recent dividend payments alone were $32 billion. 

Ultimately, the message of both the Copenhagen Consensus and this editorial is not that current 
humanitarian aid efforts, and Pingry s̓ donations, are misguided – in fact, both suggest exactly the 
opposite. The Copenhagen Consensus proves that our donations have real, tangible benefi ts that 
far exceed our personal costs of organizing a fundraiser or even cross-dressing for an assembly.

The importance of continuing our efforts cannot be emphasized enough. If we could raise 
$8,000 in under one month, imagine what we could accomplish if we tackled other challenges with 
the same degree of enthusiasm felt during the tsunami relief efforts. Rather, don t̓ imagine—let s̓ 
make it real.
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you created separate folders for your files in 
school.

4. To upload a file so you can access it in 
school, use a standalone FTP program 
like SmartFTP (www.smartftp.com) or 
Fetch (www.fetchsoftworks.com). Some 
programs have a special “upload” button that 
lets you pick a file to upload. Other programs 
upload files if you drag the files directly into 
the window representing the Pingry FTP site. 
Try both methods to see which works in your 
particular program.

5. Once you have finished downloading and 
uploading files, quit your program. If you are 
asked whether you would like to disconnect, 
click “Yes.”

Once you have downloaded files, you can open 
and edit them just as if you had created them on 
your home computer. Once you have finished 
working with school files, you can then upload 
them back to your FTP site—replacing the 
older versions there, if you would like.

When you log into your account in school, you 
will also see the newest versions of any files 
that you have uploaded to your FTP site.

For now, however, the FTP 
server offers a direct but often 
overlooked method of access-
ing school files from home. “I 
hope that kids consider using 
this instead of Webmail when 
they want to send themselves 
something to work on at home,” 
Mr. Vo said. “It s̓ a much sim-
pler alternative.”

Students can access their 
FTP sites with the newest ver-
sions of web browsers such 
as Internet Explorer (www.
microsoft.com/windows/ie/), 
Firefox (www.getfirefox.com), 
and Safari (www.apple.com/
safari), as well as standalone 
FTP programs like SmartFTP 
(www.smartftp.com/) and Fetch 
(www.fetchsoftworks.com). 
For instructions, see the sidebar 
“Using the FTP Server.”

OSX: The Missing Manual.” 
The two spent an hour talking 
about computers, Goldstein 
recounts, “mostly because 
I was one of the only ones 
there.”

As Mr. Pogue would lat-
er write in his foreword to 
Goldsteinʼs book, “That will 
be the last time I ever under-
estimate someone based on 
their age.”

Goldstein stayed in touch 
with Mr. Pogue after the book 
signing, which ultimately led 
to jobs tech-editing and co-
editing some of Mr. Pogueʼs 
other “Missing Manual” 
books, including guides to 
Macintoshʼs “Panther” and 
“Power Hound” operating 
systems.

Early last year, Goldstein 
pitched an idea for a book on 
AppleScript to Mr. Pogue and 
his company, Pogue Press/
OʼReilly Media. In May, 
Mr. Pogue agreed to have 
Goldstein write what would 
become “AppleScript: The 
Missing Manual,” the first 
programming book published 
in the best-selling series of 
computer help guides.

FTP SERVER SOLVES
EMAIL PROBLEMS

Goldstein says writing 
and editing the manual took 
nearly six months in total. 
“I probably spent more time 
working on this book than I 
spent working on all school-
related things in my sopho-
more year.”

Ironically, Goldsteinʼs book 
coincided with the release of 
several other AppleScript 
manuals, all by authors more 
than twice his age. Judging 
by Amazonʼs sales rankings, 
however, Goldsteinʼs book 
is still the top AppleScript 
seller, let alone in the top 
100 of Amazonʼs best-selling 
computer books.

In his foreword to Gold-
steinʼs book, Mr. Pogue prais-
es Goldsteinʼs superb writing 
style, calling it “authoritative, 
clear, light-hearted, encourag-
ing, [and] beautifully struc-
tured.[…] If this isnʼt the 
clearest, most patient, most 
skillfully taught AppleScript 
book ever published, Iʼll eat 
my mouse.”

“So whatʼs next for this 
brilliant young writer?” Mr. 
Pogue continues. “Getting 
his driverʼs license. Adam 
Goldstein, the writer who will 
one day eat my lunch, has just 
turned 17.”

“When good teachers are about 
to make an important point, they 
make the student laugh right be-
forehand, because in the state of 
laughter, the mind is refreshed 
and receptive. To teach, and to 
write, you have to make things 
both clear and entertaining.”

Although he believes his 
juxtaposition of style and con-
tent to be unique in the modern 
literary landscape, Mr. Sluyter 
cites the historical influences of 
pioneer transcendentalist Henry 
David Thoreau, early twentieth-
century spiritualist Alan Watts, 
and legendary film critic Pauline 
Kael. Kael s̓ reviews, published 
for years in The New Yorker, in-
tegrated intellectual insight with 
pop culture sensibility much in 
the way that “Cinema Nirvana” 
blends blockbuster movies and 
Far-Eastern spirituality.

The first draft of “Cinema 
Nirvana,” Mr. Sluyter says, 
was a graduate school paper he 
wrote while studying at Maha-
rishi International University 
in Fairfield, Iowa. To write the 
version of “Cinema Nirvana 
published this year,” Sluyter 
merged the poetic style of his 
1998 book, “Why the Chicken 
Crossed the Road,” with the 
practical clarity of his 2001 
“The Zen Commandments.” 
“Cinema Nirvana” differs from 
these previous two books, Mr. 
Sluyter says, in that the writ-
ing is sharper and clearer. He 

was also more involved with 
the editing process of his most 
recent book.

Mr. Sluyter first became in-
terested in enlightenment teach-
ing in college at San Francisco 
State, where he was exposed to 
the burgeoning 1960s culture of 
Eastern spirituality. Mr. Sluyter 
classifies himself as a practic-
ing Buddhist but “values truth 
wherever I can find it,” whether 
in Eastern or Western religions 
or popular culture.

“Iʼve always felt like a writer, 
ever since I was quite young,” 
Mr. Sluyter says. A successful 
English student through school, 
he has always aspired to write 
books, though in the 1980s he 
authored a film column carried 
by nearly a dozen New Jersey 
newspapers.

Mr. Sluyter currently teaches 
English 10, American Litera-
ture, and his own Literature of 
Enlightenment course, which 
uses “The Zen Command-
ments” as an introductory text 
to practical enlightenment con-
cepts. 

In the next few months, Mr. 
Sluyter will appear at several ra-
dio stations and bookstore read-
ings as well as movie screening 
events at independent film 
houses throughout the country. 
There, he will lead discussions 
about the movies and sign cop-
ies of “Cinema Nirvana.” The 
book will also be reviewed by 
various newspapers and maga-
zines. “Bestseller status,” Mr. 
Sluyter says, “Would be nice.”

Budding Author 
Breaks Age Barriers

“Cinema Nirvana” 
Thrills Film Buffs
 and Buddhists

Continued From Page 1

Continued From Page 1

Continued From Page 1

Using the FTP Server: 
A 5–Step “How–To”

Though its celebrity has 
not reached the heights of 
“Million Dollar Baby” or 
“The Aviator,” one Academy 
Award-nominated film that has 
captivated audiences and crit-
ics alike is “Hotel Rwanda,” a 
docudrama about an ordinary 
man, who helped saved over 
1,000 lives during the Rwan-
dan Genocide of 1994.

The film is based on the true 
story of Mr. Paul Rusesaba-
gina, the courageous Rwandan 
manager of the Hotel Mille 
Collines located in Rwandaʼs 
capital, Kigali. In the midst of 
the destruction and massacres 
of the 1994 genocide, Mr. Rus-
esabagina opened his hotel, 
despite the threat to his and 
his familyʼs lives, as a place of 
refuge for those fleeing from 
the murderous intent of Hutu 
militiamen. Actor Don Chea-
dle was nominated for a Best 
Actor Oscar for playing Mr. 
Rusesabagina in the film.

In just 100 days, almost 1 
million people were murdered 
in Rwanda. Shamefully, no 
other nation came to the res-
cue. The filmʼs director, Terry 
George, said his inspiration 
for the movie came during 
a visit to Rwanda with Mr. 
Rusesabagina when the two 
men passed through a former 

technical college in Southern 
Rwanda housing the mummi-
fied skeletons of over 40,000 
people massacred in a four-
day period.

In the film, Paul wakes one 
morning to the sound of guns 
and massacre on the streets of 
Kigali. As the violence grows 
in size and destruction, he re-
alizes that just as the world is 
turning its back on Rwanda, he 
must open his arms and help 
his people. This recognition 
becomes a journey of both 
great self-discovery and great 
hope in the darkest and most 
wretched of times.

“Hotel Rwanda” is not 
structured as a documentary. 
Rather, the film diverts its 
focus from the gruesome hor-
rors of the genocide itself 
to the profound psychologi-
cal impact that it had on the 
Rwandan people.

The film also emphasizes 
the lack of international out-
rage and response to the coun-
tryʼs genocide. Although these 
crimes against humanity were 
publicized in the international 
media, many shrugged off the 
massacres as little more than 
a “third world conflict” – in 
other words, not worthy of 
international attention.

Some may have been 
blinded by the fact that the 
conflict started as a struggle 

between the Hutu and Tutsi 
government; tribal rivalries 
in this small country may not 
have appeared to be a grave 
threat to others. However, as 
the world came to learn, this 
internal war of hatred grew 
into one of the most gruesome 
conflicts in both African and 
world history.

The coincidental release 
of this film with the tsunami 
in Southeast Asia and the 
ongoing genocide in Darfur 
reminds us of all the terrible 

Docudrama Brings Awareness to Tragedy
By COURTNEY JACKSON (V)

things that go on in our world 
today. 

Most students of the Rwan-
dan genocide say, in hindsight, 
that the debacle could have 
been avoided had the victims 
received help from other coun-
tries. Since the genocide, the 
United States has realized that 
many poor nations around the 
world need our help. Our chal-
lenge in the future is to prevent 
genocides before they happen 
and provide necessities for 
those in need.

Clearly, this issue of The 
Record is shorter than 

most, and we apologize. 
To make up for it, here 
we list what we lacked:

 – Op-eds: Got a problem?
 Write about it (nicely!). 

 – A layout staff: Making 
the paper pretty is a tough 
job, but somebody s̓ gotta 
do it.

 – News: Though it seems 
nothing ever happens in 
these halls, something 
is… right?

 – Articles that made the 
   deadline: Shame on you.

Write for The Record! 
Email csavello@pingry.org

In order to access your FTP site, you need 
either a modern web browser or a standalone 
FTP program. Once youʼve opened such a 
program, proceed like this:

1. For the URL, enter ftp://ftp-01.pingry.
k12.nj.us/students/users/class of 200x/you-
rUsername. Replace “200x” with “2006” (or 
whatever year you will graduate from Pingry), 
and replace “yourUsername” with your ac-
count name (like “agoldste”). Make sure, also, 
that you preface the URL with “ftp://” and not 
“http://”, and that you do not use “www.”

2. Your program asks you for your user-
name and password. This time, for your 
username, enter “pingry\yourUsername” 
(replacing “yourUsername” with your real 
username), and enter your normal in-school 
password.

3. You now see a list of your school files. (If 
you canʼt get through on that FTP site, replace 
“ftp-01” with “ftp-02”.) If you are using a 
web browser, simply click a file s̓ name to 
download it. If you are using a standalone FTP 
program, right-click a file s̓ name and choose 
“Download” from the pop-up menu. Either 
way, you can also burrow into subfolders if 
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Winter Sports Have Winning Season

By HADLEY JOHNSON (IV) and 
MELISSA LOEWINGER (IV)

BOYS  ̓HOCKEY
9—12—3

GIRLS  ̓FENCING
5—8

BOYS  ̓SWIMMING
9—3

Courtesy of the Bluebook

BOYS  ̓BASKETBALL
6—16

GIRLS  ̓HOCKEY
11—6—1

Courtesy of the Bluebook
Courtesy of the Bluebook

The Varsity Boys  ̓ Swim-
ming team, led by captain Ed-
die Layng (V) and Assistant 
Captains Zachary Cordero 
(V) and Gaston McGary (V), 
achieved a final record of 9-
3, beating Gloucester 101-69 
but losing to Holy Spirit 68-
102 in the State Meet.

The team also participated 
in the County Championships 
on January 29, where the 
200-yard Medley Relay (Bri-
an Wilson (IV), Sean Hager 
(IV), Layng, John Guiffre 
(III) took 7th place and swam a 
new school record of 1:40:93. 
The 400-yard Freestyle Relay 
(Wilson, Cordero, Guiffre, 
Layng) also took 7th place. 

Wilson won first place in 
the 50-yard Freestyle and 
the 100-yard Butterfly, set-
ting a new state record in the 
Preliminary swim (49.38). 
He also won the county title 
and broke the county records 
for the 50 and 100-freestyle. 
Layng won the 100-but-
terfly.

H e a d  C o a c h  Wi l l i a m 
Reichle attributes some of 
the teamʼs success to their 
training trip in Barbados over 
winter break. “The team was 
able to bond, and get into re-
ally good shape.”

Led by captains Allison Keeley 
(VI) and Julie Hamilton (V), the 
Varsity Girls  ̓Basketball ended 
their season with a final record 
of 12-11, signifying the first win-
ning season for the girls  ̓team in 
school history.

In another first for Pingry, the 
team qualified to play in the State 
Tournament, but lost to Paramus 
Catholic in the first round. Head 
Coach David White says that the 
girls  ̓best game was against fierce 
rival Verona, whom they beat by a 
ten-point margin at home.

The team also accomplished 
their three pre-season goals by 
winning the Big Blue Holiday 
Tournament against Kent Place  
and Morristown Beard, making 
the state qualifiers, and winning 
Somerset County Tournament 
games against Bound Brook and 
Watchung Hills. 

Coach White says the team 
has lost a few close games due 
to injuries. However, he believes 
that the team has reached a ma-
jor turning point. “Weʼve been 
trying for three years to turn this 
program around. Weʼve rounded 
the corners, and there are good 
times ahead.”

The Varsity Girls  ̓Ice Hockey 
team, led by Captain Katie Hamp-
son (VI) and Assistant Captains 
Bess Rowen (VI) and Kristen 
Brodgesell (VI), ended with a 
victorious final record of 11-6-1.

After dominating Stuart 
County Day 8-0 in the State 
Prep tournament, the team lost 
to undefeated Lawrenceville 7-
1 in the semifinals. Pingry was 
the first Prep team in the state to 
score against Lawrenceville this 
season. 

The girls  ̓ team started their 
season with a huge victory against 
Shady Side Academy, winning 
5-1 on December 1.

Head Coach Sean McAnally 
says he hoped the team would 
“have a winning season, make it 
to the State Finals, and continue 
to develop the program so other 
girls are enticed to play.”

Due to a lack of players, this 
year s̓ team was almost not al-
lowed to play. But Coach McA-
nally is very proud of the girls for 
not giving up. “Their passion and 
commitment and refusal to let it 
go kept the season alive. Clearly, 
theyʼve had success.”

Led by captain Gideon Op-
penheimer (VI), Boys  ̓Varsity 
Skiing placed second in the Prep 
League on February 25 and 26. 
The season record was 14-7.

Though hindered by the ab-
sence of their coach, Mrs. Malla 
Godfrey, Coach Tommie Hata 
said the team was “stellar” in 
achieving initial goals laid out for 
the season. The team, Coach Hata 
says, both “had fun” and accom-
plished a winning record.

The team worked on their 
skills with Mountain Creek USSA 
coaches throughout the season. In 
addition, many skiers attended the 
Mt. Hood ski camp in Oregon 
over the summer. 

Winter weather did not 
cooperate with the team this 
season. “Because itʼs getting 
warmer, the quality of the snow is 
inconsistent. Also, there was very 
little snow at the beginning of the 
season,” Coach Hata explained. 

BOYS  ̓SKIING

14—7
The Varsity Boys  ̓Ice Hockey 

team ended their season with a 
9-12-3 record and qualified for 
the league playoffs, but lost to 
first seed Morris Knolls in a 4-3 
game.

Led by captains Mike Leh-
rhoff (VI) and Billy Schultz (VI), 
the team issued crushing defeats 
to West Morris Mendham, Ridge, 
and twice to Bernards High. They 
played an especially gratifying 
game on December 17 against 
Jefferson Township, in which the 
players fought back from being 
two points down at the end of the 
third period to tie the game. 

Head Coach John Magadini, 
who has coached at Pingry for 
19 years, was awarded the NJ 
Coach s̓ Award.

Lehrhoff proved himself an 
outstanding player during the 
season and was selected for first 
team while sophomore Brandon 
Weiner was selected for second 

Led by captains Elyse Feld-
man (VI) and Katie Olson (VI), 
Girls  ̓Varsity Fencing placed 3rd 
in States for epée.

“Everyone really stepped up to 
do so well at States. It was incred-
ible,” Olson said. The final season 
record was 5-8. 

The epée squad placed 3rd in 
Districts and 1st in the Santelli 
tournament̓ s qualifiers. “This was 
a rebuilding year for sabre, con-
sidering the team graduated two 
starters last year,” Olson said. 

Foil placed 5th in districts 
on February 5, just one place shy 
of qualifying for States. The foil 
squad will retain all their fencers 
next season. 

Twenty-five fencers fenced 
on the girls  ̓ team this season, 
and several placed individually 

Led by senior captain Kevin 
Kurylak, the Varsity Boys  ̓Bas-
ketball team won their second-to-
last game against rival Bernards 
for the third time this season and 

GIRLS  ̓BASKETBALL
12—11

N. Lee (V)

GIRLS  ̓SKIING

14—7
Led by senior captain Sarah 

Tarplin, the Varsity Girls  ̓ Ski 
Team placed 8 out of 11 teams 
in states for the first time in three 
years. The team also continually 
placed 2nd and 3rd in Prep League 
races, giving them an overall 
placement of 5th in the Prep 
League and a final record of 
10-10.

“The key to winning in our 
league is having a strong top 
three, since one outstanding 
skier doesn t̓ cut it,” Tarplin says.
Tarplin and Alex Budd (V) both 
competed to individual states, 
with Tarplin placing 17th overall 
and Budd placing 20th overall.

Coach Tommie Hata says 
this has been a terrible season 
for winter weather and snow 
conditions. A lack of snow in the 
beginning of the season cancelled 
or rescheduled several practices 
and meets.

The absence of Coach Malla 
Godfrey has also been a setback. 
However, the team handled it 
well with the help of Coach Hata 
and Coach Hiscano, father of 
Kelsey Hiscano (III). The team 
also worked with Mountain Creek 
skiing coaches every Friday.

GIRLS  ̓SWIMMING
7—3—1

SQUASH

9—0
In its sophomore year, Varsity 

Squash is undefeated with a re-
cord of 9-0. The girls  ̓team, which 
shares some of its players with the 
coed varsity team, is 1-2. 

Led by captain Maggie 
OʼToole (VI), the team sought 
to improve upon its successes 
from last season, when varsity 
was 8-4. One contributing factor 
to the team s̓ success is that it has 
retained all its players from last 
year. However, 10 out of 18 play-
ers will graduate this June.

Both the girls  ̓and boys  ̓teams 
competed in the National High 
School Team Championship 
from February 11-13. The girls 
placed extremely well at 11th 
nationally with the boys not far 
behind at 13th.

At the New Jersey State High 
School Championships, an indi-
vidual tournament held on Janu-
ary 9, Drew Blacker (VI) finished 
1st and Peter Cipriano (V) 3rd. In 
the girls  ̓draw, OʼToole won 1st, 
Aly Kerr (III) 2nd, and Alix Wat-
son (VI) 3rd.

Nationally, Blacker is ranked 
6th in the Under-19 boys  ̓divi-
sion.

CHEERLEADING
Courtesy of Mrs. Amy Greenleaf

Varsity cheerleading broke 
new ground by placing first in 
the Small Varsity Division of 
the Harrison Invitation. Led 
by captains Ashley Artis (VI) 
and Catherine Donne (VI), 
the squadʼs season has been 
trying due to a lack of practice 
space and many injuries.

The team now practices in 
the Hauser auditorium rather 
than the Lower Commons, 
which Coach Lisa Kretschman 
lauds as a “creative solution to 
the problem.” However, lack 
of space continues to be an 
issue, as most cheerleading 
floors are still twice as large 
as the one currently available 
for the teamʼs practice.

Three seniors from the 
winter team will graduate this 
June and eight cheerleaders 
will return. In addition, there 
has been a lot of interest 
shown from eighth graders, 
as well an underclassmen base 
that will keep the team strong 
in years to come.

“Talent-wise, weʼve got 
everything it takes. Itʼs just a 
matter of getting everyone on 
the same page.”

WRESTLING

1—12

Courtesy of Mrs. Amy Greenleaf

Varsity Wrestling has had a 
great developmental season that 
is not reflected in their dual meet 
season record, which is 1-12. 
Because there were not enough 
wrestlers to fill the weight classes, 
Coach Mark Facciani says, “We 
began each match with a distinct 
statistical disadvantage.”

At a Wardlaw-Hartridge tour-
nament on January 15 there were 
several medal winners. Drew 
Gatewood (V) placed first, Sytze 
Kamphuis (V) placed second, and 
Mike Silber (VI) and Sean Bruno 
(V) both placed third.

Gatewood, whose record is 22-
6, is having an excellent season. 
He placed third in the Hanover 
Park tournament and fourth in 
Counties. He will wrestle at States 
in Atlantic City on March 11-13.

Reflecting upon the season, 
Coach Facciani says, “Although 
we did not win many matches 
this year, I'm very pleased with 
this season. Our team worked 
hard in the practice room and 
represented our school admirably 
in tournaments.”

BOYS  ̓FENCING
4—8

Courtesy of the Bluebook

Led by captains Andrew Young 
(VI) and Jonathan Roberts (VI), 
Varsity Boys  ̓Fencing had several 
surprise victories this season.

In a major upset against North 
Hunterdon, the team won 14-13 
on January 25. The team came 
close to beating Columbia, the1st 
ranked team in the state, finishing 
13-14. The overall season record 
was 4-8.

The team placed 3rd in sabre 
at Districts on February 5. Tai 
DiMaio (V) placed 3rd for indi-
vidual sabre and Alex van den 
Bergh (IV) placed 1st in epée. On 
March 5, DiMaio placed 1st in 
individual States for sabre and van 
den Bergh placed 4th in epée.

In the Junior Olympics on 
February 23, DiMaio placed 15th 
in Junior Men s̓ Sabre.

In the Denise OʼConnor tour-
nament on January 30, van den 
Bergh placed 6th in Men s̓ Epée.

The team will graduate four 
seniors this June.

avenged an earlier loss to Kin-
nelon in their last game. Their 
final record was 6-16.

The season began on a low 
note with a close loss against 
Newark Arts, but the team soon 
bounced back to strong victories 
against Bernards and Boonton.

Head Coach Timothy Jaqua 
believes that the slow start to 
the season was due to the team s̓ 
lack of experience. “Weʼre a very 
young team. As the players ma-
ture and grow, the program will 
only get better.”

A major setback this season 
was the absence of two core se-
niors, center Kurylak and guard 
Scott Whitney, for the majority of 
the season because of torn ACLs 
in their knees. Coach Jaqua said 
that replacements Anthony Feenik 
(V), Mark Garcia (V), and Dean 
Gomes did “excellent jobs” filling 
in for the injured players.

as well. In the Denise OʼConnor 
tournament on January 29, Feld-
man placed 11th in Womenʼs 
Epée. On March 5 Olson also 
placed 14th in the individual state 
tournament.

team in all-star voting. Lehrhoff 
also received the League s̓ most 
prestigious award, the Otto Hess 
Trophy, awarded for playing 
ability, leadership, and sports-
manship.

Led by captain Pamela 
Lang (VI), the Girls  ̓Varsity 
Swim Team accomplished 
a final record of 7-3-1. The 
team first qualified and then 
went on to win their first dual 
Meet of Champions against 
Oak Knoll on February 18, 
avenging a t ie from ear-
lier in the season. The team 
then lost to St. Elizabethʼs 
High School, this yearʼs state 
champions.

Ana Barry (III), Emma 
C h a p m a n  ( V I ) ,  K a t i e 
O'Connor (V), Abbey Hone 
(III), and Lang competed in 
the Eastern Interscholastic 
Swimming Championships 
at LaSalle University. Their 
relays finished 12th and 17th, 
and Chapman finished 13th 
in the 100-Butterfly. In total, 
the team scored 31 points, a 
huge improvement from last 
yearʼs total of 3 points.

Head Coach Judith Lee 
said, “We have a small but 
good group of seniors: Pam 
Lang, Catie Lee, and Emma 
Chapman. We also have a 
good group of juniors, but we 
want more freshmen.”

Coach Lee says that the 
meet against rival Mountain 
Lakes was a major highlight 
of the season.


