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Dear Parents, 

 

The Pingry School Library has a tradition of providing summer reading book lists for our students. We 

strongly encourage them to read a selection of books from their list during the summer. Reading for pleasure 

during this time will continue the development of reading skills so that no ground is lost over the summer and 

will help to instill a love of reading that will last a lifetime.   

 

Attached is the suggested summer reading list for your child’s grade level. Reading levels vary within  

a grade, so there are both challenging selections and easy-to-read titles on the list. Students may choose to read 

any title from the list and may read as many books as their schedules allow. Students are not expected to read 

all the books on the list.  

 

The list is divided into fiction, nonfiction, poetry, folktales, and biographies. The titles are annotated to 

help in the selection process. You may wish to read other books by the same author that are not on the list. 

Hopefully, every child will find something to spark their interest.  

 

Please encourage the use of the reading log in the back of the booklet to record the titles of all the 

books read during the summer. 

 

We ask that every student send picture postcards to the library letting us know the titles of the 

books they are reading and how they are enjoying their vacation.  

 

See the next page for details on the Postcards to the Library Program. 

 

Have a wonderful summer. Happy Reading! 
 

 

         Warm regards, 

         Mrs. D’Innocenzo 

         Mrs. D’Innocenzo 

         Lower School Librarian 



 

 

Send Postcards to the Library 

Dear Mrs. D’Innocenzo, 

I am having a wonderful time at 

camp in Vermont. 

I play sports, go swimming,  

and have time to read every night 

before dinner. 

I have just finished reading 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

by Roald Dahl. It was a great book 

and I loved it! 

 

Your friend, 

Taylor Jones 

The Pingry School Library 
 

50 Country Day Drive 

 

Short Hills, NJ 07078 

How to Participate in Postcards to the Library: 
  

• During the summer send picture postcards to the library at the above address. 

• A picture postcard can be sent from anywhere – even from your own  
hometown or from Grandma’s house. 

• Send one postcard for each book read. The more books read, the more  
postcards can be sent. 

• Include the book title, author’s name, and your first and last name. 

• Write a short description of what you liked about the book and how you are  
enjoying the summer vacation. 

• Each postcard becomes an entry for a drawing to be held the first week of 
school in September. 

• Prizes will be awarded at that time. 

• All postcards will be displayed in the hallway at Back-to-School Night and  
later placed in an album available in the library. 

 

Have a wonderful summer! 

Happy Reading! 
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The Pingry School Library 

2011 Suggested Summer Reading List 

Students Entering Grades 2 and 3 

 

Series Chapter Books 
 

Abbott, Ron. Knights of the Ruby Wand: The Secrets of Droon Series #36. Scholastic, 2010.  
After Eric’s mother and Gethwing learn about the rainbow staircase, the Moon Dragon sends his minions to seek 
out a magical object in the Upper World that will give him power over Droon.  

Adler, David. Cam Jansen and the Wedding Cake Mystery. Viking, 2010.  
When Cam and her father go to a talent show at the local senior center, Cam’s help is needed to find out who stole 
a wedding cake from the delivery truck. 

Barrows, Annie. Ivy and Bean: What’s the Big Idea? Chronicle Books, 2010.  
Second-graders Ivy and Bean try to find a winning project for the science fair.  

Brown, Jeff. Stanley, Flat Again. Harper Collins, 2003. (Flat Stanley Series) 
After Stanley Lambchop goes flat once again, he uses his flatness to help win a sailboat race and to rescue a  
classmate from a collapsed building. 

Bruel, Nick. Bad Kitty vs. Uncle Murray: The Uproar at the Front Door. Roaring Brook Press, 2010. 
Kitty’s owners go away for a week, leaving Kitty and Puppy at home with Uncle Murray, who is driven to near 
madness by their antics. 

Butler, Dori Hillstad. The Buddy Files: The Case of the Library Monster. Albert Whitman, 2011. 
Buddy the dog discovers a strange, blue-tongued creature in the school library, and investigates what it is and how 
it got there. 

Clements, Andrew. Jake Drake Class Clown. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2002.  
Jake acts like a class clown in order to cheer his teacher up.  

Cooper, Ilene. Lucy on the Ball. (Lucy Series) Random House, 2011.  
Lucy the beagle does not mind her humans very well until third-grader Bobby joins a soccer team, Lucy becomes 
the mascot, and the coach gives Lucy obedience training.  

Danziger, Paula. Second Grade Rules, Amber Brown.  (Amber Brown Series) Putnam’s Sons, 2004.  
Amber Brown loves the second grade but wonders if she will ever receive an award from the desk fairy, for  
keeping her desk clean.  

Draper, Sharon. Stars and Sparks Go On Stage. (Ziggy Series) Aladdin, 2007.  
Ziggy and his friends look forward to using the money they think they will win in the school talent show to fix up 
their clubhouse, until they meet a very talented girl who needs the money more than they do.  

Guest, Elissa Haden. Iris and Walter and the Field Trip. (Iris and Walter Series) Harcourt, 2005.  
When best friends Iris and Walter go on a field trip to an aquarium, Walter gets lost and a worried Iris helps Miss 
Cherry look for him. 
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Kline, Susie. Horrible Harry and the Locked Closet. (Horrible Harry Series) Viking, 2004.  
Harry and his detective classmates try to find clues relating to a mysterious locked closet in Room 3B.  

Krulik, Nancy. Anyone But Me: Katie Kazoo Switcheroo #1. Grosset & Dunlop, 2002.  
Third-grader Katie Carew gains insight into the thinking of the class bully when she is magically transformed into  
a hamster — an animal the bully fears.  

Look, Lenore. Ruby Lu, Brave and True. Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2004.  
“Almost-eight-year-old” Ruby Lu spends time with her baby brother, goes to Chinese school, performs magic 
tricks, learns to drive, and has adventures with old and new friends.  

Look, Lenore. Ruby Lu, Empress of Everything. Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2006.  
After Ruby Lu’s deaf cousin, Flying Duck, and her parents come from China to live with her, Ruby finds life  
challenging as she adjusts to her new family, tries to mend her rocky friendship with Emma, and faces new  
adventures in summer school. 

MacDonald, Megan. Stink: Solar System Superhero. Candlewick Press, 2010.   
When Stink discovers that Pluto has been downgraded from a planet to a dwarf planet, he launches a campaign  
in his classroom to restore its status to that of a full-fledged member of the solar system.  

Osborne, Mary Pope. A Crazy Day with Cobras. (Magic Tree House Series) Random House, 2011.  
The Magic Tree House whisks Jack and Annie to India during the Mogul Empire in the 1600s, to search for an 
emerald needed to break a magic spell.  

Parish, Peggy. Amelia Bedelia Goes Camping. Greenwillow Books, 1985.   
As always, Amelia Bedelia gets all mixed up and follows exactly the instructions given to her on a camping trip, 
including pitching a tent and rowing boats.  

Peterson, John. The Littles. (The Littles Series) Scholastic, 1967.  
When the Biggs go on a three-month vacation and an untidy family from the city moves into the house, the  
Littles must take action. 

Roy, Ron. The Yellow Yacht. (A to Z Mysteries) Random House, 2005.  
Amateur detectives and best friends, Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose help catch the thieves who have stolen gold from 
Sammi’s parents, the king and queen of Costra.   

Roy, Ron. Sleepy Hollow Sleepover. (A to Z Super Edition) Random House, 2010.  
Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose are enjoying Halloween fun in Sleepy Hollow, N.Y., but when unplanned spooky things 
start happening, they investigate whether a real headless horseman might be to blame. 

Rylant, Cynthia. Case of the Missing Monkey. (High Rise Private Eyes) Greenwillow Books, 2005.  
In their latest case, animal detectives Bunny and Jack help Mabel the duck find out who stole the sugar cubes from 
her tea room. 

Sachar, Louis. Marvin Redpost: A Magic Crystal? Random House, 2000.   
When Marvin Redpost goes to Casey’s house, he doesn’t know what he’s in for until Casey shows him the magic 
crystal she has just found and offers to give Marvin a few wishes.  

Sharmat, Marjorie. Nate the Great and the Hungry Book Club. Delacourte Press, 2009.  
Rosamond, who starts a book club, claims there is a monster on the loose who is ruining pages of her cookbook, 
which leads Nate the Great and his dog, Sludge, to investigate as undercover detectives. 

Scieszka, Jon. Summer Reading is Killing Me. (“Time Warp Trio” series) Viking, 1998.  
At the beginning of summer vacation Joe, Sam, and Fred find themselves trapped inside their summer reading list, 
involved in a battle between good and evil characters from well-known children’s books.  
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More Challenging Fiction 
S  after the title indicates the book is part of a series 

 

Atwater, Richard & Florence. Mr. Popper’s Penguins. Little, Brown & Company, 1966.  
Mr. Popper starts out with one penguin in his house, but before he knows it there are twelve. 

Bauer, Marion Dane. Runt. Clarion Books, 2002.  
Runt, the smallest wolf cub in the litter, seeks to prove himself to his father King and the rest of the pack and to 
earn a new name. 

Blume, Judy. Freckle Juice. Simon & Schuster, C. 1971. 
Andrew wants freckles so badly that he buys Sharon’s freckle recipe for fifty cents. 

Blume, Judy. Soupy Saturdays with the Pain and the Great One. Delacorte Press, 2007.  
First-grader Jake is the Pain, and his annoying sister is the Great One, third-grader Abigail. Although Jake and  
Abigail drive each other nuts, it’s clear that they care about each other. S 

Blume, Judy. Superfudge. Dutton Children’s Books, 1980.  
Peter describes the highs and lows of life with his younger brother, Fudge. Also read Fudge-a-mania and  
Double Fudge.  

Blume, Judy. Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing. Dutton Children’s Books, c. 1971. 
Peter finds his demanding two-year-old brother an ever-increasing problem. 

Byars, Betsy. Tornado. Harper Collins, 1996.  
As they wait out a tornado in their storm cellar, a family listens to their farmhand tell stories about the dog that 
was blown into his life by another tornado when he was a boy. 

Catling, Patric. The Chocolate Touch. Morrow, 1979.  
A boy acquires a magical gift that turns everything his lips touch into chocolate. 

Child, Lauren. Utterly Me, Clarice Bean. Candlewick Press, 2002.  
When someone steals the winner’s trophy for the school book project, Clarice emulates her favorite book heroine, 
Ruby, the detective. Also read Clarice Bean Spells Trouble, 2004. 

Christopher, Matt. The Catcher’s Mask. Little, Brown, 1998.  
The Mudders’ catcher is having a bad season behind the plate until, at a yard sale, he buys a used catcher’s mask 
that greatly improves his playing. Read any sports story by this author. 

Cleary, Beverly. Mouse and the Motorcycle. Morrow Junior Books, 1965.  
A reckless young mouse named Ralph makes friends with a boy in room 215 of the Mountain View Inn and  
discovers the joys of motorcycling. Read other titles by this author. 

Cleary, Beverly. Ramona the Brave. Harper Colling, 2006. 
Six-year-old Ramona tries to cope with her mother’s returning to work, monsters under her bed, and an  
unsympathetic first-grade teacher. 

Dahl, Roald. The BFG. Knopf, 1993. 
Kidsnatched from her orphanage by a BFG (Big Friendly Giant), who blows happy dreams to children, Sophie 
concocts with him a plan to save the world from nine other man-gobbling cannybull giants. 
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Dahl, Roald. Fantastic Mr. Fox. Alfred Knopf, 1970.  
Three farmers, each one meaner than the next, try all-out warfare to get rid of Mr. Fox and his family. 

Dahl, Roald. Matilda. Viking, 1988.  
Matilda applies her untapped mental powers to rid the school of the evil, child-hating headmistress, Miss 
Trunchbull, and restore her nice teacher, Miss Honey, to financial security. 

Davies, Jacqueline. The Lemonade War. Houghton Mifflin, 2007.  
Evan is horrified that his younger sister is skipping third grade and joining his class. In the last days of summer, 
they compete for who can make the most profit selling lemonade. Read this book if you like math and business.    

DiCamillo, Kate. Because of Winn Dixie. Candlewick Press, 2000.  
Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of Naomi, Florida, and all the good things 
that happen to her because of her big ugly dog Winn-Dixie. Newbery Honor Book, 2000. 

DiSalvo, Dyann. The Sloppy Copy Slipup. Holdiay House, 2006.  
Fourth-grader, Brian Higman, worries about how his teacher Miss Fromme will react when he fails to hand in a 
writing assignment; but he ends up being able to tell his story after all. 

Eager, Edward. Half Magic. Harcourt Brace, 1999.  
Four children looking forward to an ordinary summer enjoy a series of fantastic adventures by double-wishing on 
an ancient coin. S 

Fleming, Candace. The Fabled Fourth Graders of Aesop Elementary School. Schwartz & Wade, 2007.   
An unlikely teacher takes over the disorderly fourth-grade class of Aesop Elementary School with surprising  
results. 

Funk, Cornelia. Ghosthunters and the Gruesome Invincible Lightning Ghost. Scholastic, 2006. 
Hetty Hyssop and her assistant ghosthunters travel to a seaside hotel to investigate the appearance of one of the 
most dangerous ghosts in the world. 

Greene, Stephanie. Owen Foote Scientist. Clarion Books, 2004.  
Third grade best friends Owen and Joseph struggle to come up with a science fair project, then something goes 
wrong and they have to change their plans two days before the fair. 

Gutman, Dan. Ms. Krup Cracks Me Up! HarperCollins, 2008. (My Weird School Series) 
A.J.’s teacher, Ms. Krup, helps make the class sleepover at the natural history museum fun and exciting.  

Gutman, Dan. Ms. Leakey is Freakey. Harper, 2011. (My Weird School Daze Series) 
Ella Mentry School hires a health teacher who tries to force the students to eat healthy foods and exercise, whether 
they want to or not. 

Gutman, Dan. Nightmare at the Book Fair. Simon & Schuster, 2008. 
When fifth grader Trip, who does not like to read very much, is hit on the head by a heavy box and becomes a 
character in a series of different books, from sports to science, his view of reading changes. 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson. Say What? Simon & Schuster, 2004. 
When their parents begin saying the wrong thing every time six-year-old Sukey and her older brothers misbehave, 
the children discover that it is a plot and fight back with their own wrong phrases. 

Harper, Charice. Just Grace and the Terrible Tutu. Houghton Mifflin, 2010. 
Eight-year-old Grace is excited to learn that her best friend, Mimi, is going to become an older sister, but when 
both try to be “mother’s helpers” for a family renting a house on their street, little Lily likes Grace best, causing 
Mimi to doubt herself and Grace to form a plan to fix things. Read the series, including the first book, Just Grace, 
and sequels. 
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Howe, James. Bunnicula: A Rabbit Tale of Mystery. Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 1979.  
Harold Dog and Chester Cat try to warn the family about the new vampire rabbit.  

Kerrin, Jessica Scott. Martin Bridge Onward and Upward. Kids Can Press, 2009. 
Martin Bridge finds himself with conflicting loyalties as the competition for more badges heats up; and his summer 
looks a little bleak when his best friends Alex and Stuart are grounded for damaging Pete’s ice cream truck. S 

King-Smith, Dick. Clever Lollipop. Candlewick Press, 2003. 
Lady Lollipop, the clever pig, joins Princess Penelope and Johnny in their lessons with a magician and has a  
surprise for Penelope’s birthday.  

King-Smith, Dick. Lady Lollipop. Candlewick Press, 2000. 
A quick-witted swineherd and Lollipop the pig are royally rewarded after they reform a spoiled princess.  

Kline, Suzy. Horrible Harry and the Secret Treasure. Viking, 2011. 
Harry’s interest in solving mysteries has caught the attention of his classmates in 3B, so he challenges them to  
discover what he has hidden in a giant, old suitcase.  

Lindgren, Astrid. Pippi’s Extraordinary Ordinary Day. Viking, 1999.  
When her friends Tommy and Annika have a day off from school, Pippi takes them on a far-from-ordinary picnic. 

Look, Lenore. Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, and Other Scary Things. Schwartz & Wade, 2008.  
Alvin Ho, a Chinese-American second-grader, loves superheroes and wants to make friends, but he is afraid of 
many things, and can’t talk at all at school. 

Lowry, Lois. Gooney, the Fabulous. Houghton Mifflin, 2007.  
Gooney Bird Greene takes charge of a class project, as she and her fellow second-graders learn about fables by 
making up their own, each based on an animal that begins with the first letter of a student’s name. S 

McDonald, Megan. Judy Moody, M.D.: The Doctor Is In! (Judy Moody Series) Candlewick, 2004.  
Judy is excited about becoming a doctor, especially when Class 3T starts a new unit on the human body, but she 
learns more about being a patient when she gets tonsillitis from her little brother, Stink. S 

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. Roxie and the Hooligans. Aladdin, 2007.  
Nine-year-old Roxie Warbler knows just what to do if she finds herself buried in an avalanche, but she doesn’t 
know what to do about Helvetia’s Hooligans. 

Patrick, Skene Catling. The Chocolate Touch. Harper Trophy, 2006. 
A boy acquires a magical gift that turns everything his lips touch into chocolate. 

Pennypacker, Sara. Clementine’s Letter. Hyperion, 2008.  
After learning that her favorite teacher will be leaving for a trip to Egypt and will be absent for the remainder of 
the year, Clementine devises a plan to get rid of the substitute and get Mr. D’Matz to stay. Also read Clementine 
and The Talented Clementine. 

Peterson, John. The Littles. Scholastic, 1967.  
When the Biggs go on a three month vacation and an untidy family from the city moves into the house, the Littles 
must take action. S  

Quindlen, Anna. Happily Ever After. Viking, 1997.  
When a girl who loves to read fairy tales is transported back to medieval times, she finds that the life of a princess 
in a castle is less fun than she imagined. 
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Reiche, Dietlof. I, Freddy. Scholastic Press, 2003.  
Freddy, a remarkably intelligent golden hamster, learns how to read and how to write on a computer and escapes 
captivity. S 

Roop, Peter and Connie. Grace’s Letter to Lincoln. Hyperion, 1988. 
On the eve of the 1860 presidential election, eleven-year-old Grace decides to help Abraham Lincoln get elected  
by writing and advising him to grow a beard. 

Rylant, Cynthia. Gooseberry Park. Harcourt, c. 1995. 
When a storm separates Stumpy the squirrel from her newborn babies, her animal friends Kona the dog, Murray 
the bat, and Gwendolyn the hermit crab come to the rescue. 

Sachar, Louis. Sideways Stories from the Wayside School. Morrow Junior Books, 1998, 1978.  
Humorous episodes from the thirtieth-floor classroom of Wayside School, which was accidentally built sideways 
with one classroom on each story. S 

Salisbury, Graham. Calvin Coconut: Trouble Magnet. Wendy Lamb, 2009. 
Nine-year-old Calvin catches the attention of the school bully on the day before he starts fourth grade,  
while at home, the unfriendly, fifteen-year-old daughter of his mother’s best friend has taken over his room. 

Sobol, Donald. Encyclopedia Brown and the Case of the Jumping Frogs. Delacourte Press, 2003.  
Encyclopedia Brown, boy detective extraordinaire, solves ten new cases. Solutions provided at the end of each 
chapter. S 

Steig, William. Abel’s Island. Farrar, Strauss & Giroux, 1976.  
Castaway on an uninhabited island, Abel, a very civilized mouse, finds his resourcefulness and endurance tested  
to the limit as he struggles to survive and return to his home. 

Stilton, Geronimo. Paws Off, Cheddarface! Scholastic, 2004. Series. 
Geronimo Stilton, reporter and editor for “The Rodent’s Gazette” in New Mouse City, finds himself fighting  
for control of his life and livelihood when a look-alike impostor tries to take over the newspaper. 

Warner, Gertrude Chandler. The Boxcar Children Mysteries. Whitman, 1977.  
Four orphans, two boys and two girls, set up housekeeping in an old boxcar. S 

Wilder, Laura Ingalls. Little House in the Big Woods. Harper Collins, 1953.  
A year in the life of two young girls growing up on the Wisconsin frontier. Read the series. 
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Picture Books 
 
Banks, Kate. Eraserheads. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2010. 
Three eraserheads that live with a boy in the land of pencils, paper, rulers, numbers, letters, and drawings become 
trapped in one of his pictures while trying to correct mistakes. 

Bildner, Phil. Shoeless Joe and Black Betsy. Simon & Schuster, 2002.  
Shoeless Joe Jackson goes into a hitting slump, just before he is to start his minor league career. He asks his friend 
to make him a special bat to help him hit. Bluebonnet Award Winner. 

Fleming, Candace. Clever Jack Takes the Cake. Schwartz & Wade, 2010. 
A poor boy named Jack struggles to deliver a birthday present worthy of the princess. 

Frasier, Debra. Miss Alaineus. Harcourt, 2000.  
When Sage’s spelling and definition of a word reveal her misunderstanding of it to her classmates, she is at first 
embarrassed but then uses her mistake as inspiration for the vocabulary parade. 

Hoffman, Mary. Princess Grace. Dial Books for Young Readers, 2008.  
Grace wants to participate in her community festival’s princess float, but first she must decide what sort of a  
princess to be — from an African princess in kente cloth robes to a floaty pink fairy tale princess. 

Hopkinson, Deborah. Abe Lincoln Crosses a Creek: A Tall, Thin Tale. Schwartz & Wade Books, 2008.  
In Knob Creek, Kentucky, in 1816, seven-year-old Abe Lincoln falls into a creek and is rescued by his best friend, 
Austin Gollaher. Austin saves his life and Abe promises that he’ll never forget it. 

Jenkins, Steve. What Do You Do With a Tail Like This? Houghton Mifflin, 2003.  
Explore the many amazing things animals can do with their ears, eyes, mouths, noses, feet, and tails in this  
beautifully illustrated guessing book. Caldecott Honor Book. 

Keller, Laurie. The Scrambled States of America. H. Holt, 1998.  
The states become bored with their positions on the map and decide to change places for a while. Includes  
state facts.  

Kimmel, Eric. Anansi and the Magic Stick. Holiday House, 2001.  
Part trickster tale, part sorcerer’s apprentice story, this cheerful picture book about Anansi the Spider is loosely 
based on the West African story “The Magic Hoe.” 

Krensky, Stephen. Play Ball, Jackie! Millbrook Press, 2011. 
Ten-year-old Matty is excited to see Jackie Robinson and the Brooklyn Dodgers take on the Boston Braves in 
1947, but many of the fans are not happy to see Jackie playing in the major leagues. 

LaRochelle, David. The End. Arthur A. Levine Books, 2007.  
Here’s a new twist on a fairy tale: the story is told from end to beginning, starting with “And they all lived happily 
ever after.” When a princess makes lemonade, she starts a chain of events that moves backwards. 

Lester, Helen. The Sheep in Wolf’s Clothing. Houghton Mifflin, 2007.  
Ewetopia has never been comfortable in her own wool, so when she is invited to a costume party, she thinks she 
has found the perfect chance to shine, but her costume is a flop, leaving her on the sidelines until a mysterious 
guest sweeps Ewetopia off her feet.   
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McKissack, Patricia. The Honest-To-Goodness Truth. Atheneum, 2000.  
After promising never to lie, Libby learns that it’s not always necessary to blurt out the whole truth. 

Milway, Katie Smith. One Hen: How One Small Loan Made a Difference. Kids Can Press, 2008. 
Kojo, a poor boy in Ghana, finds a way out of poverty and helps others do the same after he is given a small loan 
and buys a hen. 

Mortenson, Greg. Listen to the Wind: The Story of Dr. Greg and the Three Cups Of Tea. c.2009.  
A children’s book that tells the story of Dr. Greg Mortenson’s promise to build a school in a remote Himalayan 
village after the villagers saved his life. 

Polacco, Patricia. Rotten Richie and the Ultimate Dare. Philomel Books, 2006.  
Richie and his younger sister Trisha face off in a contest to see whose hobby is more challenging. 

Pulver, Robin. Punctuation Takes a Vacation. Holiday House, 2003.   
When all the punctuation marks in Mr. Wright’s class decide to take a vacation, the students discover just how  
difficult life can be without them. 

Recorvits, Helen. My Name is Yoon. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2003.  
Disliking her name as written in English, Korean-born Yoon, or “shining wisdom,” refers to herself as “cat,” 
“bird,” and “cupcake,” as a way to feel more comfortable in her new school and new country. 

Sciezska, Jon. Cowboy and Octopus. Viking, 2007.  
A cowboy and an octopus learn a thing or two about friendship as they struggle through a knock-knock joke, ugly 
hats, and a special dinner of beans. 

Sciezska, Jon. The True Story of the Three Little Pigs. Viking, 1989.  
The wolf tells his own version of what really happened when he tangled with the three little pigs. 

Sciezska, Jon. Math Curse. Viking, 1995. 
 When the teacher tells her class that they can think of almost everything as a math problem, one student acquires  
a math anxiety which becomes a real curse.  

Sciezska, Jon. Science Verse. Viking, 2004.  
A teacher tells his class that they can hear the poetry of science in everything and a student is struck with a curse of 
hearing only science verses. 

Sierra, Judy. Wild About Books. Knopf, 2004.  
Librarian Mavis McGrew introduces the zoo animals to the joy of reading when she drives her bookmobile to the 
zoo by mistake. 

Smith, Lane. John, Paul, George & Ben. Hyperion, 2006.  
A humorous look at the early lives of five founding fathers of the United States, including George Washington, 
John Hancock, Paul Revere, Ben Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson. 

Smith, Lane. Madam President. Hyperion Books for Children, 2008.  
A little girl imagines what her day would be like if she were President of the United States. 

St. George, Judith. So You Want to be President? Philomel Books, 2004. 
Presents an assortment of facts about the qualifications and characteristics of U.S. presidents. Funny illustrations. 
Also read So You Want to be an Inventor? by the same author. 

Teague, Mark. LaRue for Mayor: Letters from the Campaign Trail. Blue Sky Press, 2008.   
Mrs. LaRue’s dog, Ike, decides to run for mayor of Snort City after realizing the front-runner, Chief Bugwort, 
wants to enforce leash, curfew, and other laws for dogs. 
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Fiction to Read Aloud and Share with Your Child 

Banks, Lynne Reid. The Indian in the Cupboard. Doubleday, 1980.  
For his birthday, nine-year-old Omri receives a plastic Indian figure, a mysterious cupboard, and a key. His  
adventure begins when the Indian comes to life and becomes his friend. S 

Dahl, Roald. BFG. Puffin Books, 1998, 1992.  
Kidsnatched from her orphanage by a BFG (Big Friendly Giant) who spends his life blowing happy dreams to  
children, Sophie concocts a plan with him to save the world from nine other man-gobbling giants.  

Dahl, Roald. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Alfred Knopf, 1964.  
With his winning Golden Ticket, Charlie Bucket gets a rare tour of Willy Wonka’s chocolate factory and a large 
supply of chocolate. Read any title by this author. 

DiCamillo, Kate. Because of Winn Dixie. Candlewick Press, 2000.  
Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of Naomi, Florida, and all the good things 
that happen to her because of her big ugly dog Winn-Dixie. Newbery Honor Book, 2000. 

DiCamillo, Kate. The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane. Candlewick Press, 2006.  
Edward Tulane, a cold-hearted and proud toy rabbit, loves only himself until he is separated from the little girl who 
adores him. He travels across the country, acquiring new owners and listening to their hopes, dreams, and histories. 

DiCamillo, Kate. The Tale of Despereaux. Thornkdike Press, 2004. 2004 Newbery Medal. 
The adventures of Despereaux Tilling, a small mouse of unusual talents, the princess that he loves, the servant girl 
who longs to be a princess, and a devious rat determined to bring them all to ruin. 

Du Bois, William Pene. Twenty-One Balloons. Viking, 1975. 
Three weeks after leaving San Francisco in a balloon to fly across the Pacific, Professor Sherman is picked up in the 
Atlantic clinging to wreckage. 

Fleischman, Sid. The Whipping Boy. Greenwillow Books, 1986.  
A spoiled prince and his whipping boy have many adventures after they accidentally trade places with dangerous 
outlaws. Newbery Medal Award, 1987. 

Gardiner, John. Stone Fox. Crowell, 1980.  
Willie hopes to pay the back taxes on his grandfather’s farm by winning the prize in a dog sled race. 

MacDonald, Betty. Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle. Lippincott, 1974, 1947.  
Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle loves children, both good and bad. She never scolds, but has positive cures for children with 
special problems such as answering back or never wanting to go to bed.  

Seidler, Tor. Gully’s Travels. Scholastic, 2008.  
A Lhasa Apso named Gulliver is forced to leave his master. His new owner, Carlos, a Manhattan doorman, takes 
the dog to Queens, where Gully meets low-life mutts and boisterous humans. 

White, E. B.  Charlotte’s Web. Harper Collins, 2002, 1952.  
Wilbur the pig is upset when he discovers he is destined to be the farmer’s Christmas dinner, until his spider friend 
Charlotte comes up with a plan to save him.  
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   Nonfiction     

Arnosky, Jim. Wild Tracks! A Guide to Nature’s Footprints. Sterling, 2008. 
Presents detailed illustrations of life-size paw, claw, and hoof prints; explains how to identify tracks and how fast 
the animal might be traveling. 

Baker, Nick. Bug Zoo. DK, 2010. 
A guide to capturing and keeping insects, spiders, worms, and other creatures from one’s backyard as a pet, with 
information on building an ant farm, a spider house, a wormery, and more. 

Bishop, Nic. Nic Bishop Lizards. Scholastic Nonfiction, 2010. 
This is the ultimate book on lizards. Full color photographs and easy-to-follow text profile different types of  
lizards, with information about their habitat, physical characteristics, diet, and survival skills.  

Cameron, Eileen. G Is For Garden State: A New Jersey Alphabet. Thomson Gale, 2004. 
This rhyming alphabet book highlights people, places, and facts about New Jersey’s history, culture, and natural 
landscape, with information for both younger and intermediate students. 

Cole, Joanna. The Magic School Bus & the Climate Challenge. Scholastic Press, 2010.  
Ms. Frizzle and her students board the Magic School Bus for a lesson on climate change and what can be done to 
save the Earth. 

Cole, Joanna. Ms. Frizzle Adventure: Imperial China. Scholastic, 2005.  
Ms. Frizzle celebrates Chinese New Year with her student’s family, and travels back in time one thousand years to 
ancient China where she and her students embark on a journey and learn about Chinese culture. 

Goldstone, Bruce. Great Estimations. Holt, 2006. 
Photos and easy-to-follow text teach children about estimations and how to create accurate estimates. 

Hatkoff, Isabella. Owen & Mzee: The True Story of a Remarkable Friendship. Scholastic, 2006.  
Tells the true story of the unusual relationship between Owen, a baby hippopotamus orphaned by the tsunami, 
and Mzee, a 130-year-old giant tortoise. 

Hatkoff, Isabella. Knut: How One Little Polar Bear Captivated the World. Scholastic, 2007.  
The story of Knut, the first polar bear cub at the Berlin Zoo in more than thirty years, and the efforts of Thomas 
Dorflein, a zookeeper who nurtured and fed him after the cub’s mother rejected him. 

Jenkins, Steve. Almost Gone: The World’s Rarest Animals. HarperCollins, 2006.  
Profiles animal species around the world that have become or that are at risk for extinction.  

Kimmel, Elizabeth. Balto and the Great Race. Random House,1999.  
In 1925, Balto, the sled dog, delivered medicine through a raging snowstorm to save Nome, Alaska, from an  
epidemic. 

Tang, Gregory. The Grapes of Math: Mind Stretching Math Riddles. Scholastic, 2001.  
Illustrated riddles introduce strategies for solving a variety of math problems by using visual clues. 

Winter, Jeanette. Wangari’s Trees of Peace: A True Story of Africa. Harcourt, 2008.  
Tells the story of Wangari Maathai, a Nobel Prize-winning environmentalist who, shocked to see entire forests  
being cut down in her native country of Kenya, decides to take action, beginning with the planting of nine  
seedlings in her own backyard. 
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Biography 

 

DePoala, Tomie. 26 Fairmount Avenue. G.P. Putnam, 1999. Newbery Honor 2000. 
Children’s author-illustrator Tomie DePaola describes his childhood experiences at home and in school. 

DeMauro, Lisa. Theodore Roosevelt: The Adventurous President. Harper Collins, 2005.  
Examines the life of Theodore Roosevelt and discusses his childhood, his early involvement in politics, the  
Spanish-American War, his presidency, and the famous teddy bear named after him. Read any of the Time for 
Kids Biographies. 

Fritz, Jean. Will You Sign Here, John Hancock? Penguin Putnam Books for Young Readers, 1997.  
A biography of the first signer of the Declaration of Independence, outlining all that he did for himself as well as 
what he did for Massachusetts and his new nation.  

Golenbock, Peter. Hank Aaron: Brave in Every Way. Harcourt, 2001.  
This is a biography of the Hall of Fame baseball player who broke Babe Ruth’s career home run record. 

Johnson, Jen Cullerton. Seeds of Change: Planting a Path to Peace. Lee & Low Books, 2010. 
Examines the life of Kenyan Nobel Peace Prize-winner and environmentalist Wangari Maathai, who made a stand 
in the face of opposition to women’s rights and started an effort to restore Kenya’s ecosystem. 

Jurmain, Suzanne. George Did It. Dutton Children’s Books, 2006.  
Looks at the life of President George Washington, providing a humorous account of how he didn’t want to take 
on the role of president after serving in the U.S. military during the Revolutionary War. 

Kerley, Barbara. What to Do About Alice? How Alice Roosevelt Broke the Rules, Charmed the World,  
and Drove Her Father Teddy Crazy! Scholastic, 2008.  
An illustrated biography of Alice Roosevelt Longworth that focuses on her experiences while her father was  
president of the United States. 

Martin, Jacqueline Briggs. Snowflake Bentley. Houghton Mifflin, 1998.  
One hundred years ago in Vermont, farmer and scientist Wilson Bentley pioneered the art of photographing 
snowflakes. 

McCully, Emily Arnold. Marvelous Mattie: How Margaret E. Knight Became an Inventor. Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, 2006.   
Describes inventor Margaret E. Knight’s childhood, and tells the story of her invention of a paper bag maker and 
her legal battle for the patent after someone stole her idea. 

McCurdy, Michael. Trapped by the Ice: Shackleton’s Amazing Antarctic Adventure. Walker, 1998.  
Describes the events of the 1914 Shackleton Antarctic expedition when, after being trapped in a frozen sea for 
months, they made the stormy sea journey to reach land.  

Pinkney, Andrea Davis. Duke Ellington: The Piano Prince and His Orchestra. Hyperion, 1998.  
This biography recounts the life of the famous jazz composer and pianist.  
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Rappaport, Doreen. Martin’s Big Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Hyperion, 2001.  
This 2003 Caldecott Honor Award winning picture book biography relates the life of Martin Luther King, Jr.,  
who inspired others with his words and peaceful actions.  

Rappaport, Doreen. Abe’s Honest Words: The Life of Abraham Lincoln. Hyperion, 2008.  
The life of Abraham Lincoln, the 16th president of the U.S., from his humble beginnings and his early political  
career through his struggles to preserve the Union and abolish slavery. 

Shange, Ntozake. Coretta Scott. Amistad/Katherine Tegen Books, 2009.  
An illustrated biography of Coretta Scott King, describing her childhood in the segregated South, her marriage to 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and her civil rights work. 

St. George. You’re On Your Way Teddy Roosevelt. Philomel Books, 2004. 
As a young boy, “Teedie” Roosevelt was frequently ill, but worked hard to become strong and fit while also avidly 
reading and pursuing his love of natural history. 

Stone, Tanya Lee. Elizabeth Leads the Way. Henry Holt, 2008. 
Introduces Elizabeth Cady Stanton, as she grew up from a girl who pursued her education and worked to  
accomplish anything a boy her age could do, through her adult life as a suffragist for women’s voting rights and 
equality under the law. 

Sutcliffe, Jane. Jesse Owens. Carolrhoda, 2001. 
Biography of track-and-field athlete Owens, from his childhood in Alabama to his winning four gold medals at the 
1936 Olympics. 

Weatherford, Carole Boston. I, Matthew Henson. Walker & Company, 2008. 
The story of Matthew Henson, an African-American explorer who worked his way up through the naval ranks and 
achieved his dream of reaching the North Pole with Robert Peary’s expedition. 

 

12 



 

The Pingry School Library 2011 Summer Reading List  

 

Poetry  

Florian, Douglas. Comets, Stars, the Moon, & Mars: Space Poems & Paintings. Harcourt Brace, 2007.  
Twenty whimsical poems about comets, the stars, the moon, and the planets.  

Florian, Douglas. Dinothesaurus: Prehistoric Poems and Paintings. Harcourt Brace, 2009.  
Examines the physical characteristics and behaviors of different species of dinosaurs. 

Guthrie, Woody. This Land Is Your Land. Little, Brown, 2002.  
This well-known folk song is accompanied by a biographical scrapbook with photographs. 

Hoberman, Mary Ann. You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You. Little, Brown, 2004.  
Presents short retellings of fairy tales in two voices, designed for children and adults to read together. 

Janeczko, Paul (ed.). A Kick in the Head: An Everyday Guide to Poetic Forms. Candlewick Press, 2005. 
An illustrated collection of poems for children, representing twenty-nine different poetic forms from cinquains  
and sonnets to limericks, with a brief definition of each. Illustrated by Chris Raschka. 

Lansky, Bruce. Kids Pick the Funniest Poems. Meadowbrook Press, 1991. 
Funny poems about: being a kid, families, friends, school, disasters, monsters, strange stories, and advice. 

Lee, Dennis. Dinosaur Dinner (With a Slice of Alligator Pie). Random House, 1997.  
Poems with a sense of humor about many different things.  

Lewis, J. Patrick. Doodle Dandies. Atheneum, 1998. 
An innovative collection of “shape poems” that integrate illustration and poetry. 

Prelutsky, Jack. Carnival of the Animals. Alfred Knopf, 2010. Award Winner. 
Art, music, and poetry are all pulled together into one colorful picture book. The sometimes silly verses illustrate 
various animal characteristics and behaviors 

Prelutsky, Jack. Good Sports: Rhymes about Running, Jumping, Throwing & More. Knopf, 2007. 
An illustrated collection of poems for children about various sports activities. 

Prelutsky, Jack. My Dog May Be a Genius. Greenwillow Books, 2008. 
A collection of poems by children’s poet laureate Jack Prelutsky that celebrate the joys of childhood and the  
wackier side of life. 

Prelutsky, Jack. Read a Rhyme, Write a Rhyme. Alfred A. Knopf, 2005. 
This collection of illustrated poems gives readers a “poemstart,” with themes, suggested opening lines, and a  
choice of rhyming words for budding poets. 

Siebert, Diane. Tour America: A Journey Through Poems and Art. Chronicle Books, 2006. 
Enjoy varied scenic treasures throughout the United States, brought to life through poems and art. 

Silverstein, Shel. Runny Babbit: A Billy Sook. Harper Collins, 2005. 
Presents a collection of children’s poetry by author, cartoonist, playwright, and poet Shel Silverstein that uses 
spoonerisms, the verbal game of transposing two words’ first consonants. 

Silverstein, Shel. Where the Sidewalk Ends. Harper & Row, 1974. 
Meet a boy who turns into a television and a girl who eats a whale, in Shel Silverstein’s world of imagination and 
humor. The thirtieth-anniversary edition, c.2004, includes twelve additional poems.  
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Folktales and Fairy Tales 

Choose any version of these classic tales.  

Brucker, Meredith Babeaux. Anklet for a Princess: A Cinderella Story from India. Shen’s Books, 2002. 
Cinduri must dress in rags and do all the work for her demanding stepmother and stepsisters. Magical Godfather 
Snake helps Cinduri go to the Navaratri Festival and meet the prince. Based on a story by Lila Mehta, adapted by 
Meredith Babeaux Brucker and illustrated by Youshang Tang. 

Demi. The Empty Pot. H. Holt, 1990.  
The Emperor of China honors Ping’s honesty when he admits that he can’t grow a certain flower seed.  
Chinese folktale. 

DePaola, Tomie. Jamie O’Rourke and the Big Potato. Putnam, 1992.  
The laziest man in all of Ireland catches a leprechaun, who offers a potato seed instead of a pot of gold for his  
freedom.  

Fleischman, Paul. Glass Slipper, Gold Sandal: A Worldwide Cinderella. Holt, 2007.  
A retelling of the “Cinderella” story based on a variety of folk traditions, including elements from Mexico, Iran, 
Korea, Russia, Appalachia, and other countries and regions. Read any Cinderella story. 

Haley, Gail E. A Story, A Story, an African Tale. Atheneum, 1970.  
Anansi, the spider man, wins stories from the Sky God. African folktale.  

Minters, Frances. Cinder-Elly. Viking, 1994. 
In this rap version of the fairy tale, the overworked younger sister wins tickets to a basketball game, where she 
meets the star player, Prince Charming. Will he find the girl who lost her sparkly sneaker? 

San Souci, Robert. The Talking Eggs. Dial Books for Young Readers, 1989.  
Blanche obeys the witch and gains riches while her greedy sister loses. 

Sanderson, Ruth. Papa Gatto. Little, Brown, 1995.  
A cat finds the prince a wife by testing two sisters’ treatment of his kittens. Italian folktale. 

Stanley, Diane. Rumplestiltskin’s Daughter. HarperCollins, 1977.  
Rumpelstiltskin’s daughter may not be able to spin straw into gold, but she is more than a match for a monarch 
whose greed has blighted an entire kingdom.  

Steptoe, John. Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1987.  
Mufaro’s beautiful daughters, one bad-tempered, one kind and sweet, go before the king, who is choosing a wife. 
African folktale. 

Young, Ed. What About Me? Philomel, 2002.   
In this Sufi tale, a young boy follows the instructions of the Grand Master in the hope of gaining knowledge,  
only to be surprised as to how he acquires it. 

Zelinsky, Paul. Rumpelstiltskin. Dutton Children’s Books, 1986.  
A strange little man helps the miller’s daughter spin straw into gold for the king on the condition that she will give 
him her first-born child. 
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