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On the cover: There are many components to modernization, from blueprints and floor plans to new furniture and technology in classrooms.

15  40 Years of Making Pingry Students 
a Priority
Since joining the Lower School faculty in 1974, Theodore M. 
Corvino moved from teaching to administration so he could 
be more involved with decisions and their impact on students. 
To recognize his dedication, Pingry will name the future Lower 
School Commons for him.

33  A Milestone for Pingry Robotics
Pingry’s Robotics Team 2577 won a district competition for the 
first time, in an alliance with two other schools. A few months 
later, the Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders hon-
ored the team for its successful season.

44  Reunion: A Weekend of Reconnecting
Classes ending in “4” and “9” celebrated milestone Reunions. 
The weekend included the Nelson L. Carr Service Award, 
Achievement in the Arts Awards, and Athletics Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony.

61  Bronson Van Wyck ’63 
Receives Letter-in-Life Award
The Pingry Alumni Association’s most prestigious award is 
bestowed upon a graduate who has brought honor to the 
School. Mr. Van Wyck’s activities center on farming, but are 
important to the food and water industries.

62  Andre Birotte, Jr. ’83: 
A Personal Journey Leads to Law
The Senate recently confirmed Mr. Birotte to serve as a judge 
in the United States District Court for the Central District of 
California. Pingry’s Career Day Keynote speaker was once on 
the path to medical school.

64  Eight Decades at The Pingry School: 
The Life & Times of Miller A. Bugliari
In a book to be published this coming spring, Dr. Tom Behr ’58 
and Gil Roessner ’66 tell Miller’s life story. They will trace his 
Pingry experiences from 1942 through the 2014 soccer season, 
capturing his life-long commitment to Pingry.

8
Design for Collaboration
Pingry is modernizing the Lower and Upper Schools 

to create more effective and impactful learning 

environments. Design themes such as “visible 

learning” and “learning neighborhoods” will foster 

students’ intellectual engagement, risk-taking, and 

collaboration.
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Opening Shot
Anna Butrico ‘14 formed a close bond 
with second-grade students in Sally 
Dugan’s and Sara Berg’s classes during 
her Independent Senior Project at the 
Lower School.

The Pingry Review is the official magazine of 
The Pingry School, with the primary purpose of  
disseminating alumni, school, faculty, and staff  
news and information. The editor tries to ensure  
the timeliness of each issue. Due to printing  
and production deadlines, this edition contains  
major events that happened by June 8, 2014.  
Occurrences after that date will be included in  
the next issue. Comments can be sent to the  
editor at The Pingry School, 131 Martinsville Road, 
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 or gwaxberg@pingry.org.
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Nathaniel E. Conard P ’09, ’11

A LETTER FROM THE HEADMASTER

Dear Members of the Pingry Community
What is the ideal way to experience 
learning? In what setting do stu-
dents learn best? How can we ensure 
that our students are engaged with 
the curriculum and feel connected 
with teachers and peers, that their 
voices are heard and respected, that 
they are equally adept at listening  
to and challenging ideas, and that 
each learning experience holds  
value for the future?

These are some of the questions that Pingry’s faculty and 
administrators have explored in recent years as part of a com-
prehensive Curriculum Review process and our resulting plan 
for modernization. The answers lie in educational models old 
and new; in the ways we shape classroom space and time; and 
in lessons learned from our own experience. As you might sus-
pect, the most effective strategy does not fall within the con-
fines of a single philosophy; rather, we continually seek, select, 
test, and adopt different approaches to shape and strengthen 
the Pingry experience. Here’s what we’ve learned.

Central to building a successful learning environment is dialogue: 
between teacher and student as well as among students. The 
concept of open intellectual discourse is nothing new—the first 
universities arose in twelfth century Europe from small associa-
tions of masters and apprentices, engaged as equals in thought-
provoking dialogue. John of Salisbury, a scholar of the period 
and an early advocate for training in the liberal arts as prepara-
tion for life, relates an analogy his teacher used to describe the 
nature of progress:

Bernard of Clairvaux used to compare us to punt dwarfs 
perched on the shoulders of giants. He pointed out that we 
see more and farther than our predecessors, not because we 
have keener vision or greater height, but because we are lifted 
up and borne aloft on their gigantic stature.  
–John of Salisbury, The Metalogicon, 1159-60

This colorful depiction of the forward momentum of learning 
still bears relevance in a modern context. At Pingry, we always 
aim to construct the strongest foundation possible—carefully 
recruiting teachers, crafting curriculum, refining pedagogy, and 
shaping the environment—to best nurture the intellectual and 
personal development of our students. What is new is the meth-
od by which we are organizing space and time to support our 
faculty, the material they teach, and how they teach it. We’ve 
increased the integration of technology, providing connectivity 
in classrooms and common spaces. Lower School students work 
daily with iPads and Chromebooks, and every Middle and Upper 
School student is equipped with a laptop. We’ve physically rear-
ranged spaces to accommodate multiple disciplines and activi-
ties. And we’ve adjusted class length and rotation to allow more 

time for in-depth exploration, reflection, informal conferences, 
and co-curricular activities. 

As you’ll see in the feature article, our modernized classrooms 
will contain moveable furniture to facilitate collaboration and 
easy transition among learning activities; glass walls to support  
a culture of visible learning; and, in the Lower School, doorways 
and paths linking indoor classrooms to outdoor courtyards, the 
garden, greenhouse, and nature trails. Upper School hallways will 
be reconfigured to create collaboration spaces and encourage 
more interaction between students and teachers, and, on both 
campuses, classrooms will join “learning neighborhoods” that 
foster the interdisciplinary exchange of knowledge and ideas. 

Best of all, we know that it works. We have already embarked on 
elements of the modernization plan with an eye to the physical, 
technological, and social environment in which our students 
learn best. In surveys, students speak highly of classes taught 
using the Harkness method: here, classes are held around an 
oval table, with the teacher providing guidance to a discussion 
that is conducted and moderated by the students themselves. 
Another favorite is biology, where students lead their own 
research projects and are tasked with sharing their findings.  
As a recent freshman put it, “we learn things by doing rather 
than just hearing or reading.” Students voice appreciation for  
full access to and support of their teachers, in and out of class. 
One must only glance down the double stairways leading from 
the Upper School’s front entrance to the newly reconfigured 
Senior Commons below to see the constant bustle of interactivity, 
fueled by modernization.  

Drawing on lessons from earlier times—whether those lessons 
derive from the Medieval university or John Dewey, cutting-
edge neuroscience research, and our own collective experience, 
we know more today than ever before about how learning 
occurs. The complex interplay among physical space and time, 
intellect and reason, emotion and the senses, and reflection and 
introspection has a profound impact on learning and retention.  
As you read the feature article about modernization in this issue, 
I encourage you to reflect on your own learning, not just in 
school, but also in the workplace, on the playing field, or in your 
other hobbies and interests. Ask yourself, what differentiated an 
effective learning experience from one that was less effective?  
I hope that the articles and ideas presented in this issue will 
serve as a jumping off point for further exploration, observation, 
and discussion. I look forward to our dialogue.

Sincerely,
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Scene Around Campus

Chinese Students Visit
During celebrations of the Lunar New Year in February, the Lower, 
Middle, and Upper Schools welcomed 12 students and their English 
language teacher from Quzhou No. 2 High School, Pingry’s partner 
school in China (the school’s third visit to Pingry in as many years). In 
addition to staying with Pingry families and spending time on both 
campuses, their two-week visit included stops in New York City and 
Washington, D.C. Top: Taichi Sword Dances performed by eighth-
grade Pingry students who are studying Chinese. Right: Lower School 
students and the Chinese students drawing horses in art class.

A Student’s Perspective 
Kimberly Chen ’15 writes of her hosting experience: “My parents emi-
grated from China in the 1980s, and we’ve been there almost every 
summer to visit my grandparents. But the China that has always exist-
ed in my mind was a mix of what I learned about the Qin Dynasty in 
Grade 7 social studies and what I gathered through living with my 
grandparents in their Internet-less apartment for two weeks at a time.  
I had never experienced—or even considered—what it was like to 
grow up there. Hosting one of the students, I learned that, while the 
kids might seem different, in many ways they are just like us. Holly, my 
buddy, was excited to have two snow days in three days, and they 
were excited to go shopping at the outlets and visit New York City. 
They had interests like basketball and K-Pop and aspirations to go to a 
good college. Ultimately, I realized that there are differences between 
us—language, culture, traditions—but there are many similarities. 
Even half a world away, some things never change.”

“A Student’s Perspective” is a new feature in The Pingry 
Review. We welcome student submissions of about 
150 words, reflecting on a Pingry experience. If you  
are interested, please email Greg Waxberg ‘96 at  
gwaxberg@pingry.org.
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Upper School Winter Musical
Colorful characters appeared in the Hostetter Arts Center’s 
Macrae Theatre to perform Seussical in February. Under the 
direction of Stephanie Romankow, the lead cast included 
Matthew Marvin ’14, Jessie McLaughlin ’17, Stephen Hricko ’17, 
Gavi Shandler ’14, Camille Vanasse ’14, Aigner Mizzelle ’14, Brian 
Brundage ’14, Jazmin Palmer ’16, Fred Chang ’15, Aidan Zola ’16, 
Ursula Dedekind ’16, and Ricky Morash ’15. The plot of Seussical 
combines characters and stories from more than 15 of  
Dr. Seuss’ books. Themes include kindness, acceptance,  
and fostering of imagination.

LeBow Oratorical Competition
For the second year in a row, Hunter Stires ’15 won the Robert 
H. LeBow ’58 Memorial Oratorical Competition, arguing that 
political discord in Washington, D.C. is necessary for our 
nation’s progress. In the audience on February 21 was Dr. 
LeBow’s first cousin Dr. Richard C. Weiss ’55, GP ’17, ’18. He said, 
“My wife Sandy and I were so honored to attend. The enthusi-
asm of both the participants as well as the Pingry ‘family’  
was evident. Particularly rewarding to me was the generosity, 
caring, and respect my cousin Bob’s classmates have for him  
in establishing this competition in his memory. Thank you, 
Pingry. Bob would have been most pleased as well as  
humbled.” Pictured are Upper School history teacher John 
Crowley-Delman ’97 (competition coordinator), Katie Coyne 
’16, Matt Fromm ’15, Peter Rothpletz ’15, Hunter Stires ’15,  
David Rockoff ’15, Dr. Weiss, and Assistant Headmaster  
Jon Leef P ’15, ’18. Not pictured: Frances Steele ’15.

Women in 
History
For this popular annual proj-
ect, all 32 second-grade stu-
dents selected a famous 
woman, created a doll, and 
researched her life story to 
prepare a brief biography. 
Historic women represented 
in the April 4 presentation 
included Mary Cassatt, 
Florence Griffith Joyner, 
Marie Curie, Princess Diana, 
Anne Frank, Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Amelia Earhart, 
and Harriet Tubman.

“Caps” the 
Chameleon
What happens when first-
grade students sort bottle 
caps by color as part of their 
studies of conservation and 
the rainforest? They create  
a chameleon, of course! 
Seeming to change colors 
before your eyes, “Caps” is an 
alternative to a two-dimen-
sional rainforest project, like 
a mural. “Caps” even has a 
companion—a fly hanging 
from the ceiling, also made 
from bottle caps.
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Middle School Spring Musical
In May, students performed Haroun and the Sea of Stories, a story of 
magical realism based on the children’s novel by Salman Rushdie. 
Taking place in an exotic Eastern landscape with magicians and 
talking animals, the story has been compared to other fantasies, 
such as The Lord of the Rings and The Wizard of Oz. With a cast and 
crew of over 50 students, the lead cast included Ian Dugan ’19, 
Rajeev Doraswamy ’19, Udochi Emeghara ’19, Nia Phillips ’19, 
Annaya Baynes ’19, Lucas Vazquez ’19, Maxwell Clapcich ’18, 
Andrew Cowen ’19, Rachel Chan ’18, and Katerina Deliargyris ’19.

Spring Arts Festival
Famous music, like “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” and 
Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy,” and lesser-known discoveries,  
such as “Baseball Fever,” awaited the audience on May 16  
at the Lower School’s annual Spring Concert. One highlight 
was Pingry Pictures at an Exhibition (inspired by Mussorgsky’s 
Pictures at an Exhibition), with the main Promenade theme 
based on “Old John Pingry” and four other movements  
highlighting the flutes, brass, clarinets, and saxophones.  
The students also created art to depict this music (below).

Lower School  
Spring Musical
Bring out the chocolate! Students performed 
Willy Wonka on May 23. The lead cast includ-
ed Shreya Saxena ’21 and Emily Stass ’21 
(sharing the title role), Chelsea Canal ’21, Gia 
Graziano ’21, Noah Bergam ’21, Zara Jacob ’21, 
Anna Kovacs ’21, Ram Doraswamy ’22, Emma 
Huang ’21, Kaley Taylor ’21, Leila Elayan ’22, 
Eemil Korpela ’22, and Kristin Osika ’22.
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Cum Laude Society Inductions
Twenty-six members of the Class of 2014 were inducted into The Cum Laude Society  
this year. Established in 1906 and modeled after Phi Beta Kappa, The Cum Laude Society 
honors academic excellence and scholarship among its 382 member schools, and it rec-
ognizes individuals who demonstrate a love of learning and respect for honor, integrity, 
and character. Membership in this prestigious academic organization is limited to 20 per-
cent of each Pingry class, with half elected as juniors and half elected as seniors. Front 
row: Arushi Agarwal, Angel Fluet, Tammy Gu, Carter Allinson, Allison Yu, Avery Hatfield, 
Caleb Ho, Derek Hong, Eric Klawitter, Liam Mullett, Adriano Taglietti, and Drew Topor.  
Back row: Alyssa Baum, Anna Butrico, Erin Butrico, Vineeta Reddy, Erica Cheung, Sara 
Gagnon, Jennifer Guo, Isabel Kim, Tracey Lin, Wenrui Lu, Neeraj Shekhar, and Avery Vella.  
Not pictured: Amol Kapoor and Rabia Khan.

Moving Up Day
The Lower School celebrated the achievements of the fifth-grade students on June 6 as 
the Class of 2021 prepared to leave the Short Hills Campus and enter the Basking Ridge 
Campus this fall. Teachers recognized students for their accomplishments in the arts, 
physical fitness, community service, national science and social studies tests, and other 
disciplines. Headmaster Nat Conard P ’09 ’11 presented a certificate to each student.

Legacy Quilt
The Class of 2018 is the fourth 
eighth-grade class to create a 
Legacy Quilt, their legacy to  
the Middle School as they pre-
pare to enter Upper School.  
The theme of “What Do You 
Stand For?” arose from the Form 
II class field trip to the Holocaust 
Museum in Washington, D.C. 
The quilt is intended to symbol-
ize the qualities of character val-
ued by the grade as a whole—
patches include equality, friend-
ship, hard work, justice, loyalty, 
truth, and wisdom. Pictured  
are Middle School Head Girl  
Ally Pyne ’18 and Head Boy 
Michael Lu ’18.
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T wo students pass by a well-used wooden table in the hallway. It is encircled by 
mismatched chairs and laden with piles of books and papers. Seated at the table, 
pen in hand, a lean teacher intently scrutinizes a student essay. The students 
decide to go back and sit. What happens next is what some might call “magic” and 

others say is the best form of teaching and learning—the students engage with their 
teacher, sharing thoughts and ideas. The table setting allows them to discuss, challenge, 
laugh, and ultimately become enlightened by a shared idea or newly-discovered concept. 
English teacher Tom Keating moved out of his traditional office and into the hall over 20 
years ago, and it was the right move. His instincts told him that he needed to be more 
visible and accessible to his students in order to build strong relationships with them.  
Mr. Keating still maintains his office table in the hallway, and today his classroom has been 
updated to replace tablet armchair desks with rolling tables that are arranged into a con-
ference table that fosters the same sense of partnership and participation. “Being at the 
same table with my students is symbolic of joining the same task. The class is more col-
laborative now with a sense of shared ownership—I am at the table with them, so we’re 
in the discussion together.” Mr. Keating was clearly ahead of his time. Current research has 
demonstrated conclusively that tables empower students, encouraging them to engage 
more effectively with each other, the discipline, and their teacher and to take greater 
responsibility for their learning. 

Pingry prides itself on being an exceptional academic institution. Just as our students 
thoughtfully research and analyze data for assignments, our administration, faculty, and 
staff members research ideas and thoroughly examine empirical evidence and trends 
before taking action. This is especially true when it comes to modernizing Pingry’s facili-
ties. Modernization is not just installing new lockers because the old are too small, or 
refurbishing classrooms because they need new desks and chairs. Our understanding of 
the way students learn has fundamentally changed. That means the school environment 
has to change as well. Research has shown that the physical environment of a classroom 
greatly influences both a student’s behavior and academic success. So, Pingry embarked 
on developing a greater understanding of exactly how the physical environment would 
affect, and ultimately enhance, learning and academic achievement.

The Short Hills and Basking Ridge Campuses were built in 1961 and 1983, respectively,  
so “the buildings are not correlated with what we know today about how people learn. 
There is more understanding of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math); 
transparency between hallways and classrooms; collaboration spaces; how students  
solve problems; and configuring spaces differently for multiple activities. This is why  
modernizing the campuses is critically important to Pingry’s curriculum,” says Headmaster 
Nat Conard P ’09, ’11.

Design for Collaboration

Modernization
—
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The suite with glass walls 
in the Lower Commons 
is an example of visible 
learning.

When a person  
walks our halls,  
they should see 
that learning  
is abundantly 

visible.
Headmaster  

Nat Conard P ’09, ’11

  

—

—

Impact of Curriculum Review

Determining the plan for modernization has had many layers, including extensive research, 
visits to innovative schools around the country, conversations about how to use space effi-

ciently, and, critically important, Pingry’s Curriculum Review. In the Review process, teachers 
explored how they teach, rather than focusing on the content of the subjects or grade levels 
they teach. Particularly impactful to proposed facility changes were the recommendations of 
the Curriculum Review subcommittees that studied pedagogy, environmental sustainability, 
and school design.

With our Curriculum Review complete and its recommendations beginning to be implement-
ed—with a new school schedule in place and more technology firmly integrated into the cur-
riculum through iPads, Chromebooks, and the 1-to-1 laptop program—the School researched 
how learning spaces influence those recommendations. This led to developing design themes 
that those spaces should exemplify and, in turn, architectural drawings 
for realizing those themes. In other words, a philosophical document 
was translated into an architectural plan to transform the building. As 
Mr. Conard describes it, “This is the process of how we shape space 
and shape time, and how we conduct the activities that happen 
within that space and time.”

Necessity of Design Themes

Design themes are the guiding principles for translating ideas into 
physical reality in the built environment. Lower and Upper School 

administrators and teachers formed two committees to brainstorm 
about the ideal school environment—a “wish list” as Lower School 
Director Theodore M. Corvino P ’94, ’97, ’02 puts it. They collaborated 
with architect and educator David Stephen of New Vista Designs, who 
works nationally with schools that want facilities to support 21st century 
teaching and learning (Mr. Stephen is co-founder and Design Director  
of San Diego’s charter school High Tech High, known for its plethora of 
internal windows, informal meeting areas, comfortable furniture, and 
flexible spaces). Two books about school design also informed the pro-
cess: Evidence-Based Design of Elementary and Secondary Schools and 
Architecture for Achievement: Building Patterns for Small School Learning.

“We spoke about how to apply these themes to the building and to our 
classrooms, and Nat encouraged us to think about the ideal environment for teaching,” says 
Spanish teacher and Upper School committee member Gerardo Vazquez P ’18, ’19. “For instance, in 
language classes, soundproof rooms and surround sound would be great for audio-visual lessons.”

Notably, both the Lower and Upper Schools came up with nearly-identical design themes 
including visible learning, flexible environments, learning neighborhoods, and more connec-
tions to the outdoor environment.

Visible Learning—Classrooms are Unveiled

C reating an environment in which the work 
taking place inside a classroom is visible 

might tempt students outside that classroom 
(the observers) to try new things and take risks. 
Visibility also raises standards and emphasizes 
Pingry’s culture as a community of learning and 
collaboration. “When a person walks our halls, 
they should see that learning is abundantly visi-
ble, as evidenced by activity in the classroom or 
collaboration outside the classroom. That visibili-
ty supports a culture of intellectual engagement 
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and, frankly, of accountability,” Mr. Conard says. Visible learning is also practical, since  
it allows for more passive supervision—students collaborating outside a classroom  
are visible from inside.

Yet, what about distraction? “It is actually less distracting to be able to see outside of 
the classroom. If the classroom consists of just a window and door, students tend to 
wonder what’s outside. With a wall of glass, you no longer have to worry about it,”  
Mr. Conard says. He also takes into account the open classrooms that students and 
teachers roundly criticized because of noise when the Basking Ridge Campus opened: 
“I believe those classrooms were failures because they were open acoustically, not 
because they were open visually.”

Flexible Environments = Flexible Setups

C ollaboration among students comes in many 
shapes and sizes, and students have different 

learning styles. One classroom activity might 
work best with all of the students sitting in a 
gigantic circle or U-shape, while another could 
benefit from students in groups of four. These 
various forms of collaboration mean that the 
classroom environments need to be flexible,  
with movable furniture, movable walls, and new 
types of tables that allow the greatest flexibility  
in setting up a room or combining rooms—even 
moving tables out of the way to make room for  
a presentation.

“Our students and teachers need to be able to 
engage in different kinds of teaching and learn-
ing activities, and transition fairly easily from one activity to another,” Mr. Conard says. 
“If those activities require, or at least benefit from, different layouts, we need furniture 
that can accommodate.” Compared with the older tablet desks, new, larger tables 
have more space for computers, are easier to move into different configurations, and 
are more suitable for group work.

Learning Neighborhoods—All for Collaboration

C urrently in the Lower School, consecutive grade levels are not near each other. In 
the Upper School, the math and science departments are on opposite sides of 

the building. “Learning neighborhoods” will change all of that by grouping ages and 
disciplines. For example, in the Lower School, Grades 3 and 4 will have a neighbor-
hood because their curricula are similar, and, in the Upper School, Pingry plans to 
move math and science together. This reorganization will facilitate teachers’ efforts 
to combine subjects, or combine classes to integrate subjects, which ultimately leads 
to classroom projects involving more collaboration for complex issues. “Reorganizing 
where our departments are located may help facilitate the creation and implementa-
tion of interdisciplinary projects and programs, and increase STEM connections  
or a humanities approach within the Upper School curriculum,” says Upper School 
Director Dr. Denise Brown-Allen P ’13.

Common Spaces—Larger Student-Centered Work Areas

T ogether with the learning neighborhoods, students need spaces for the hands-on 
learning and big, ongoing group projects that collaboration requires…room to 

spread out materials on large tables, perhaps work with paint or other liquids, conduct 
in-depth experiments, display their projects, and safely store work that is in progress. 
While physical changes to the building are not necessary to form learning neighbor-
hoods or for departments to change places, the School does need to create facilities 
that will support interdisciplinary learning.

—

—

Classroom Environment and 
Student Achievement
For students to perform well, research has 
shown that a classroom needs appropriate 
lighting (especially to reduce glare on white 
boards), appropriate colors (certain colors are 
perceived as stimulating, while others pro-
mote a feeling of relaxation), good acoustics 
(minimizing outside noise); adjustable tem-
peratures; and seating arrangements that 
match the goal of a lesson.
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Outdoor Connections—Mother Nature as Part of the Curriculum

W hen you step out the door of either campus, the resources of Mother Nature are 
readily available—in Mr. Corvino’s words, “we can use the property as an outdoor 

laboratory.” Considering the 200 acres in Basking Ridge and over 20 acres in Short Hills, 
Pingry can further integrate its curriculum with the outside environment. The Upper 
School Green Group, Lower School Green Team, Outing Club, environmental art classes, 
and both Kitchen Gardens have already become fixtures of campus life, but there is 
always room for more, such as outdoor classrooms, nature trails, greenhouses, and more 
opportunities for writing, observing, sensory learning, and gathering data for science labs 
and scientific research.

From Themes to Design

P erhaps the most significant step of the entire 
process was selecting the architectural firm—sig-

nificant because of the School’s needs, and because 
the company will be altering the School’s image and 
environment for generations of future students. From 
an initial list of about 20 firms, edm (of Albany, NY, 
Pittsfield, MA, and Unionville, CT) was chosen.  
“Tim Eagles, their director of architecture, is a great 
designer and good listener, and he provides very 
good solutions,” says Director of Facilities Michael 
Virzi P ’18. “Before we hired him, he spent several  
days observing school life on both campuses to  
really understand Pingry. They are a smaller firm  
and are incredibly responsive to our needs.”

“Pingry fits right into our wheelhouse, since we’ve 
worked with private schools and small colleges to  
reimagine existing spaces. At Pingry, I’ve observed 
how easy or not easy it is to see what people are 
doing in the buildings,” Mr. Eagles says. He met with 
Pingry departments to consider the options for 
improving classroom, office, and collaboration spaces.

Change is Already in the Air

O n the Short Hills Campus, construction began late this spring to make better use of 
the building’s existing space and enhance its learning environments. For Phase 1, the 

courtyard space between the fourth-grade and Kindergarten wings will be integrated 
into the existing footprint, and reconfigured to create 12 newly-designed learning spaces. 
These include a Kindergarten suite, three STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
Mathematics) science labs, three classrooms each for Grades 3 and 4, a world language 
lab, and two common areas, one for Kindergarten and the other for Grades 3 and 4.

In Phase 2, the current area for Grades 2 and 3 will be adapted for Grades 1 and 2 (locat-
ed closest to the garden), including a common area for those two grades, and the area 
for Grade 5 will be adapted to include a common area and a second world language  
lab. Along with all of these updates, the Lower School’s drama and art rooms will be 
incorporated into STEAM (for more background, read Putting the “A” in STEAM). 
Construction is scheduled to be completed by the time school begins in the fall of  
2015 (see floor plan on page 13).

Two other major changes at the Lower School will be the Theodore M. Corvino 
Commons (see page 15)—an area where the School will welcome guests and host  
informal gatherings and events—and grouping grades together in learning neighbor-
hoods, a natural reflection of the curriculum. As Mr. Corvino explains: “Grades 1 and 2  
are working in buddy systems on their iPads. It makes sense to group Grades 3 and 4 
because the curriculum expands in Grade 3, but is also a natural fit with Grade 4. With 
similar ages and curricular demands, being in groups will let the students help each 
other.” Kindergarten and Grade 5 will each have their own neighborhoods.

Lower School:  
Putting the “A” in “STEAM”
While the Upper School is putting an empha-
sis on STEM connections, the Lower School is 
able to focus a little more on STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics). 
Plans call for STEAM drama, art, and science 
rooms for all grades to be next to each other 
in the building.

“Not everything we do is STEAM, but aspects 
of our curriculum reflect that approach,” Mr. 
Corvino says. “The art component is an easier 
fit in the Lower School because there are 
fewer students in a smaller building, so it’s  
easier for the art teachers to integrate art  
with other subjects.” Examples include brush 
painting in the China unit, as well as the Pingry 
Museum of Art (Grade 5), dolls for Women in 
History (Grade 2), the chameleon sculpture 
(Grade 1), and Pingry Pictures at an Exhibition, 
created for the 2014 Spring Concert (see page 
4 for more about some of these projects).
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Mr. Corvino’s excitement is palpable when he is asked about 
the changes he is anticipating the most. “Collaborative space 
is huge, because the students have had to work together on 
big projects in the hallways. We’ll have additional rooms and 
more offerings, like world languages. There will be more 
teacher-designed classrooms, more hands-on learning in all 
grades and subjects, and more flexibility and creativity with 
scheduling classes and teachers.”

Some modernization has already been completed on the 
Basking Ridge Campus as well, including the creation of fac-
ulty collaboration spaces, and, in the Lower Commons, a  
two-room suite with glass walls for technology and student 
publications. Outside this area is a popular new space for the 
Student Technology Committee Help Desk, laptop charging 
stations, and tables. This summer, Pingry constructed a new 
health suite with health classrooms and an expanded treat-
ment area for the nurses, and a new counseling suite that 
preserves the Safe Room and other counseling space.

Modernization: More than Bricks and Mortar

“ W e’re taking a holistic approach to modernizing our 
buildings. My expectation is that all of the changes, 

together, will have a big impact on the community,” Mr. 
Conard says. From her perspective, Dr. Brown-Allen is looking 
forward to the redesign of classrooms, new furniture for col-
laboration spaces, and, overall, “a bright, collaborative learning 
environment. The goal is to create classrooms that look and 
feel better.” Mr. Corvino is grateful to the entire community, 
particularly the Board of Trustees, for past and future assis-
tance with helping Pingry realize its mission and teaching 
goals. “Modernization is more than ‘bricks and mortar.’ By 
helping us make these updates, the community is supporting 
our pedagogy and philosophy.” 

Reorganizing where 
our departments are 
located may help 

facilitate the creation 
and implementation  
of interdisciplinary 

projects and  
programs.

Upper School Director 
Dr. Denise Brown-Allen P ’13

—

—

The floor plan for the Lower School once construction 
is complete.
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Philanthropy

Class of 1964’s Group Effort Honors Memories 
of their Classmates
The Class of 1964 is supporting Pingry’s 
vision of modernizing the Upper School, 
motivated by the memory of one of 
their late classmates.

William F. Little III, a 1968 West Point grad-
uate and a First Lieutenant in the U.S. 
Army, is honored on Panel 16W, Row 58 
of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. At age 
22, he was the only member of the Class 
of 1964 to be killed in action in Vietnam.

Lieutenant Little had been in Vietnam 
since May 1969 and lost his life on 
November 11 of that year while serving 
as a platoon leader during a reconnais-
sance mission. He gave his life to protect 
one of his own men—he killed an enemy 
soldier who was going to shoot his com-
rade, and was then killed by hostile fire. 
Lieutenant Little was posthumously 
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross 
“for extraordinary heroism in connection 
with military operations involving conflict 
with an armed hostile force in the 
Republic of Vietnam...First Lieutenant 
Little’s actions were in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the military service 
and reflect great credit upon himself,  
his unit, and the United States Army.”

His commanding officer wrote to 
Lieutenant Little’s parents: “There is no 
more noble cause or greater sacrifice…
the men of his platoon, the Battalion 
reconnaissance platoon, had great 
respect for him as a leader and a man. 
Several wept openly after his death,  
and all of them asked me to pass  
condolences on to you.”

Classmate Bob Weissman ’64, aware that 
Bill Little was killed in Vietnam, visited the 
New Jersey Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial 
in 2012 and searched their digital history 
(he had visited the national memorial in 
Washington, D.C. about 15 years earlier). 
“I thought it was important for everyone 
in our Class to know what had happened 
to one of our classmates, especially 
approaching our 50th Reunion,” Mr. 
Weissman relates.

After the visit, Mr. Weissman wrote to his 
classmates, “I learned long ago that Bill had 
been killed in Nam. Last week, though,  
I learned how. I think the term ‘hero’ is 
tossed around a little too freely these days. 
However, it certainly is applicable in Bill’s 
case. Among other medals, Bill was awarded 
the Distinguished Service Cross, the nation’s 
second-highest medal for valor (after the 
Medal of Honor). He was a real hero.”

A small group from the Class of 1964  
got together and decided that the Class 
“needed to do something to honor  
Bill and everyone who had served in  
the military, and memorialize the  

classmates we had lost over the years.” 
This idea evolved into a Class Gift in 
honor of their 50th Reunion. They dis-
cussed possibilities with Pingry and chose 
to renovate and name an Upper School 
classroom as part of the Campaign. 
Renovating a classroom turned out to be 
a serendipitous idea because the Class 
could make a gift that materially helps 
Pingry while honoring their classmates.

To help make the gift a reality, an anony-
mous classmate pledged the first 
$25,000 toward the $50,000 goal and 
challenged the rest of the Class to match 
that amount—in fact, 45 donors exceed-
ed the goal, and Headmaster Nat Conard 
P ’09, ’11 acknowledged their generosity 
during Reunion. “Thank you for your 
wonderful Class gift in honor of Bill 
Little, from the bottom of my heart,”  
he said. “Your gift sets the bar for other 
Classes to support the School, and it  
will benefit generations of students.” 

Editor’s Note: Bill Little’s sister is 
Alison Little ’82.

Members of the Class of 1964 raised money for the “Class of 1964 
William F. Little III Memorial Vietnam History Room, given in 
memory of all classmates we have lost and in honor of all who 
served.”  Inset: William F. Little III ’64.

Class Gift Committee 
Members

Bruce Laing
Joe Monier

Bruce Morrison
David Patterson

Ed Savage
Doug Smith

Charley Tracy
Bob Weissman
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For 40 years, Pingry’s Short Hills Campus 
has been the professional home for  
Ted Corvino P ’94, ’97, ’02, who joined  
the Lower School through Pingry’s 1974 
merge with Short Hills Country Day 
School. He has risen through the ranks  
to help lead the Lower School into the 
21st century.

Forty years ago, he was teaching Grade 5, 
physical education (Grades 5 and 6), and 
Grade 6 social studies. Mr. Corvino had 
grown up around educators (aunts and 
uncles), and his family loved current 
events and 20th century history. “I tried  
to make history meaningful but fun, tell-
ing stories and focusing on people, not 
dates. Knowing which people were con-
temporaries gave students a better grasp 
of the historical timeline,” he says.

Keeping social studies in his schedule,  
Mr. Corvino became a Grade 6 homeroom 
teacher, Assistant Lower School Director 
(1985), and Lower School Director (2000). 
With Grade 6’s move to Basking Ridge in 

40 Years of Making Children a Priority
Join the Effort to Name the Future Lower School Commons for Ted Corvino

Laughing and greeting: Lower School Director Ted Corvino P ’94, ’97, ’02 on one of his traditional mornings 
of shaking hands with students as they arrive for school. Inset: This plaque, given to Mr. Corvino by a parent, 
hangs behind his desk.

2007, teaching social studies came to an 
end. “I miss teaching and the special bond 
that comes from daily, one-to-one interac-
tion with students,” he says. “I loved the 
‘aha’ moments when something clicks in  
a student’s mind, and I loved watching 
students interact with each other.”

“His ability to let kids express their points 
of view while carefully and gently ‘poking 
them’ into more rational positions amazed 
me,” says former Lower School Director 
Joyce Hanrahan. “It comes from knowing 
how to ask the right questions and contin-
ually exploring and challenging.”

The classroom aside, Mr. Corvino has a 
wonderful rapport with students. He 
learns names early in the year and gets to 
know students by shaking hands as they 
arrive in the morning, visiting classrooms, 
being an extra pair of hands for students’ 
projects, hearing about their accomplish-
ments in guidance meetings, and taking  
a general interest in their extracurricular 
activities. “It’s also fun to have siblings and 

other family connections, like current stu-
dents whose parents were my students,” 
he says.

“Ted always gives children the benefit of 
the doubt. He cares about their best inter-
ests, and the kids seek him out—they 
respect him because he respects them. 
Everyone knows about his tremendous 
sense of humor, and he uses it with the 
children,” says fifth-grade teacher Dr. Joan 
Pearlman P ’89, ’92, ’96, a member of the 
faculty since 1983. “He also understands 
what it’s like to be a parent and under-
stands the pressures at home.”

Throughout Mr. Corvino’s Pingry career,  
he has continued his own education.  
“I applied to be Assistant Lower School 
Director and Director because I wanted to 
be involved in the ‘big picture’ and help 
make changes. I’ve always been fascinated 
by how kids learn best, so I had a lot to 
learn about curriculum, the art of teach-
ing, and how a school works. I’ve been 
fortunate to have different challenges and 
positions within this one community, and 
I’ve volunteered for as many committees 
as possible to learn more about the work 
we do.” With administration comes deci-
sions: “With every decision we make, the 
students come first. We have to ask our-
selves, ‘how will this change impact the 
students?’”

A sense of community is high on Mr. 
Corvino’s list of things he is most proud of 
at the Lower School, along with the ability 
to positively impact lives, the moral fiber 
of the Code of Conduct, and a more col-
laborative environment for students. “The 
Lower School is a very special place. Our 
alumni have a lot of memories of what 
they did here and who taught them.”

Having witnessed physical changes to  
the Lower School building, he is looking 
forward to the upcoming modernization, 
declaring, “That will have the biggest 
impact on academics and the school’s 
culture since I’ve been here.” The new 
facilities will include the Theodore M. 
Corvino Lower School Commons—a wel-
coming area for students, parents, and 
guests. For information about supporting 
this naming initiative, email blueprint@
pingry.org or call 908-647-7058. 
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Class of 2014 Graduates in 153rd 
Commencement Ceremony

One hundred thirty-two members of the Class of 2014 received their diplomas  
during Commencement on June 8. Pingry teachers, trustees, and the graduates’  

families attended the ceremony on the Basking Ridge Campus.

b 

1 2
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Reeve Carver ’14 and Tracey Lin ’14—Magistri Laudandi Award, for being the 
students who champion the greater good and care the most about helping  
all succeed.

Commencement 2014 
[ 1 ]  The 13-Year Club (members of the Class of 2014 who attended 
Pingry for 13 years). Front row: Tracey Lin, Raven Mickens, Rachel Davis, 
Melanie Naratil, Isabella Barrionuevo, Haley La Fontaine, Neeraj Shekhar, 
and Julian Rajan. Back row: Max Dedekind, Jennifer Guo, Lauren Graves, 
Kyle Casey, Stewart Wood, Chris Melligon, Chris DeVito, Neil Holman, and 
Liam Mullett. Not pictured: Reeve Carver and Sean Carver.  [ 2 ]  Student 
Body President Akshay Rao ’14 used Rubik’s Cube to represent the idea 
of trying to solve the challenges of high school.  [ 3 ]  The newest Pingry 
alumni being congratulated by the faculty, following the Commencement 
ceremony.  [ 4 ]  Legacy Families (members of the Class of 2014 with their 
parents or grandparents who graduated from Pingry). First row: Kendal 
Foster ’14 (grandson of the late Frank Fyke ’38), Conor Mullett ’84, P ’14, 
’15, Liam Mullett ’14, Stephanie Lipper ’14, and Steve Lipper ’79, P ’09, ’12, 
’14. Second row: Martin O’Connor ’79, P ’11, ’14, Lauren O’Connor ’14 (also 
the granddaughter of Richard O’Connor ’37), Jane Sarkin O’Connor ’79, P 
’11, ’14, Anne DeLaney ’79, P ’09, ’11, ’14, Sean Carver ’14, Reeve Carver ’14, 
Chip Carver ’77, P ’09, ’11, ’14, Luis Monteagudo ’82, and Louis Monteagu-
do ’14. Third row: John Holman, Jr. ’55, P ’79, GP ’09, ’11, ’14, Neil Holman 
’14, John Holman III ’79, P ’09, ’11, ’14, Ian Edwards ’14, and Jeff Edwards ’78, 
P ’12, ’14, ’18.  [ 5 ]  Kendal Foster ’14 with a portrait of his late grandfather 
Frank Fyke ’38. 

4 5

Adedire Fakorede ’14—The Class of 1902 Emblem Award, for having the greatest 
amount of school spirit.

Headmaster Nat Conard P ’09, ’11 presented the Magistri 
Laudandi Award and The Class of 1902 Emblem Award.
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The Cyril and Beatrice Baldwin Pingry Family Citizen 
of the Year Award
Honorary Trustee William S. Beinecke ’31, P ’61, ’64 was honored with 
The Cyril and Beatrice Baldwin Pingry Family Citizen of the Year Award (in 
absentia). The award is presented to members of the Pingry family who, 
in rendering meritorious service to the community, have demonstrated 
those qualities of responsible citizenship that Pingry aspires to instill in 
all of those associated with the school. He was recognized for his vision-
ary philanthropy, leadership, and deep devotion to Pingry that drove 
the School’s move from Hillside to Basking Ridge, and for providing the 
funds for the design and construction of the Headmaster’s residence, 
Beinecke House. Mr. Beinecke, who received the award in person later 
that week, recently celebrated his 100th birthday!

Commencement 2014 
[ 6 ]  Roger Edwards, Colin Edwards ’18, Cindy Ed-
wards P ’12, ’14, ’18, Ian Edwards ’14, and Jeff Edwards 
’78, P ’12, ’14, ’18.  [ 7 ]  Edward Greer, Jr. P ’13, ’14, ’17, 
Joshua Greer ’17, Leah Greer ’13, Julian Greer ’14, and 
Dr. Jeannete Greer P ’13, ’14 ’17.  [ 8 ]  William Dong, 
Jinghui Yang, Jeffrey Dong ’14, Deanna Dong, Sirong 
Xu, and Qizhen Liu.  [ 9 ]  Dr. Rekha Agarwal P ’09, ’14, 
Arushi Agarwal ’14, Ankita Agarwal ’09, and Rajendra 
Agarwal P ’09, ’14.  [ 10 ]  Alyssa Baum ’14, Matt 
Barickman ’14, Vineeta Reddy ’14, and Angel Fluet ’14.  
[ 11 ]  Shaun Frierson and Aigner Mizzelle ’14.

6

7

8 9

10 11
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Commencement 2014 
[ 12 ]  Jack McDonald, Kelley McDonald P ’14, Maggie McDonald, 
Will McDonald ’14, Tim McDonald P ’14, Finn McDonald, and 
Angus McDonald.  [ 13 ]  Erin Butrico ’14, Allison Dorneo ’14, and 
Anna Butrico ’14.  [ 14 ]  Nigel Key P ’12, ’14, Evan Key ’14, Dylan 
Key ’12, and Laurie Key P ’12, ’14.  [ 15 ]  Kyra Topor ’12, Jimmy 
Topor ’17, Megan Topor P ’12, ’14, ’17, Drew Topor ’14, and James 
Topor P ’12, ’14, ’17.  [ 16 ]  Allison Dorneo ’14, Lauren Ru ’14, 
Abby Tizzio ’14, Sofia Deak ’14, and Lily Neibart ’14.  [ 17 ]  Peter 
Suzuki P ’14, Miya Suzuki Laughlin, Teri Suzuki P ’14, Mitch Suzuki 
’14, Namiko Suzuki GP ’14, and Linda Suzuki.

12

14

16

13

15

17
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Commencement 2014 
[ 18 ]  Headmaster Nat Conard P ’09, ’11, Madison 
Stevens ’14, and Glenn Stevens P ’14.  [ 19 ]  Liam 
Mullett ’14 and Stewart Wood ’14.  [ 20 ]  Diana Dai 
P ’14, Stephanie Yeh ’14, Peixin Yeh GP ’14, Liya Ma 
GP ’14, Richard Yeh P ’14, Joy Dai, and Steve Albright.  
[ 21 ]  Samantha Melligon ’08, Christopher Melligon 
’14, Alexandra Melligon ’07, Kathy Melligon, and 
John Melligon (Parents ’07, ’08, ’14).  [ 22 ]  Christine 
Corboz P ’12, ’14, Rachel Corboz ’14, Dr. Michel Cor-
boz P ’12, ’14, and Mael Corboz ’12.  [ 23 ]  Ginger 
Kilbane GP ’14, ’17, Ed Allinson P ’14, ’17, Carter 
Allinson ’14, Brooke Allinson, Hilary Allinson P ’14, ’17, 
Reid Allinson ’17, and Tara Dixon.

18

19 20
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Colleges Attended by  
the Class of 2014
Babson College (1)
Bates College (1)
Boston College (3)
Boston University (1)
Bowdoin College (2)                                                
Brown University (3)
Bucknell University (5)
Carnegie Mellon University (2)
Case Western Reserve (1)
Colgate University (1)
College of the Holy Cross (1)
College of William & Mary (1)
Colorado College (1)
Columbia University (1)
Cornell University (7)
Dartmouth College (5)
Duke University (1)
Elon University (1)
Emory University (3)
Franklin & Marshall College (2)
Georgetown University (3)
Georgia Institute of Technology (1)
Gettysburg College (1)
Hamilton College (2)
Harvard College (2)
High Point University (1)
Hobart and William Smith Colleges (2)
Howard University (1)
Johns Hopkins University (1)
Lafayette College (1)
Lehigh University (3)
Marist College (1)
Marymount Manhattan College (1)
Middlebury College (2)
New York University (1)
Northwestern University (3)
Oberlin College (1)
Parsons The New School for Design (1)
Pennsylvania State University,  

University Park (1)
Princeton University (5)
Rice University (2)
Rutgers, The State University of  

New Jersey (1)
Sewanee: The University of  

the South (1)
Skidmore College (1)
Stanford University (1)
Swarthmore College (1)
Syracuse University (1)
Tufts University (6)
University of California at Berkeley (1)
University of Chicago (2)
University of Georgia (1) 
University of Illinois at  

Urbana-Champaign (1)
University of Maryland, College Park (1)
University of Michigan (2)
University of Notre Dame (1)
University of Pennsylvania (6)
University of Richmond (1)
University of Southern California (4)
University of Vermont (1)
University of Virginia (1)
Ursinus College (1)
Vanderbilt University (7)
Vassar College (1)
Villanova University (2)
Washington University in St. Louis (1)
Wellesley College (1)
Wesleyan University (1)
Williams College (1)
Yale University (3)

Commencement 2014 
[ 24 ]  The Class of 2014 on Senior Day, proudly sporting their 
college gear.  [ 25 ]  Karl Werner P ’12, ’14, ’16, Mike Werner 
’14, and Rose Mary Werner P ’12, ’14, ’16.  [ 26 ]  Gavi Shandler 
’14, Howard Cooper P ‘14, music teacher Jay Winston, and 
Ellen Cooper P ‘14.   [ 27 ]  Lonnie Richardson, Jared Tiggs ‘18, 
Bryan Tiggs ‘14, Kyra Walker ‘14, Andy Alder ‘14, Audrey Lyon  
P ‘14, Kevin Childs, Christian Lyon, and Corey Brown.

24
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27
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From 1995 to 
2014, culminating 
with his tenure as 
Chair since 2008, 
Jack Brescher ’65, 
P ’99 served 
Pingry as a dedi-
cated trustee. 
During his time as 

Chair, Pingry navigated the quiet phase 
of the largest capital campaign in its his-
tory; made improvements to facilities on 
both campuses; increased the endow-
ment, despite the 2008 financial crisis; 
built Beinecke House, the LEED-certified 
Headmaster’s Residence; strengthened 

the oversight of the School’s finances; 
slowed the growth of tuition increases; 
and expanded the financial aid budget.

“Jack steadily, consistently, and, without 
fanfare, ensured that we are on a track 
that’s best for our faculty, our students, 
and our future. He served our board for 
nearly two decades with unrelenting dili-
gence, steadfastness, and honor,” says 
Headmaster Nat Conard P ’09, ’11.

Honorary Trustee William V. Engel ’67 
(Chair, 1995-2002) also believes that 
Pingry’s leadership was in good hands 
during Mr. Brescher’s tenure. “Having 
worked with him over many years, I 
greatly appreciate his good judgment, 

calmness, and thoroughness in dealing 
with a variety of individuals and situa-
tions. He is a talented, yet modest, per-
son, who always has had Pingry’s best 
interests as his primary motivation,”  
Mr. Engel says.

Special Assistant to the Headmaster 
Miller Bugliari ’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20 
reflects on the past and looks forward  
to the future: “I’ve known Jack Brescher 
since he worked for me in the kitchen at 
Camp Waganaki. Later in life, he became 
a wonderful lawyer and a very ethical, 
dependable, and reliable Chair of the 
Board of Trustees. I know we will keep  
in touch.” 

Accolades for Jack Brescher ’65, Retired as Chair of the Board

Current trustees also pay tribute to Mr. Brescher;  
their comments reveal some of the many qualities 
that make him a successful leader.

Collaboration and Availability
Jack’s quiet leadership style is collaborative: he was able to engage trustees and 
then build consensus. He is brilliant at synthesizing discussions thoughtfully and 
with clarity. I can’t remember a meeting when he was not present. He made 
himself available at all times and always responded to me immediately.
- Deborah J. Barker P ’12, ’16

Excellent Listener
His leadership—an excellent listener who always kept Pingry’s mission  
of excellence and honor at the forefront of any strategic discussions— 
allowed the board to operate in a fair, organized, and productive manner.
- Janice C. Beckmen P ’15, ’19

Professional and Personal Integrity
Jack Brescher is the gold standard for board leadership, focused on 
upholding Pingry’s mission, core fundamentals, and success. His  
professional and personal integrity have been the cornerstone of his  
successful long run as Chair.
- Denise M. Grant P ’23

Personal Relationships and Trust
There are more reasons than I can count to be grateful for Jack’s service to 
Pingry on the board, but I would ask you to linger on the words “personal 
integrity.” He takes his responsibilities personally and makes personal relation-
ships essential to what he does. This ability to take the job personally is not 
just some endearing characteristic. It turns out to be very valuable when the 
job is motivating volunteers who are talented at something else to work 
together toward common goals. The other aspect of Jack that benefits all of 
those around him—and, by extension, the School—is his integrity. This is a 
word to use advisedly in a community where the Honor Code is fundamental, 
because it ought not to distinguish any one of us, but rather all of us. In this 
context and case, Jack has a special mix of candor, the ability to hold confi-
dences, and honesty that engenders trust in his colleagues on this board. We 
need to trust each other, and that trust comes from a colleague like Jack and 
a Board Chair like Jack. So let’s change “integrity” to “trust.” It’s the root of the 
word “Trustee” and is at the root of Jack Brescher. His overriding character 
trait is that he can be trusted, and, by extension, that he begins with trust in 
you. After 14 years as his colleague, I take it personally that Jack stepped 
down from the board, and I trust he will have a beneficial impact on Pingry 
for a long-time to come.
- John W. Holman III ’79, P ’09, ’11, ’14

Humble and Well-Informed
Jack is humble, so most people don’t realize how much he has done for 
Pingry. He is a rigorous analytical thinker. His time spent at meetings makes 
him really well-informed, which, with his analytical mind, is a formidable 
combination. It’s kind of like a trifecta: brilliant, hard-working, and passionate.
- Kathleen M. Hugin P ’11, ’13

Open Discussions
One of Jack’s greatest strengths was to guide open discussions—he always 
solicited feedback from the broader board when making significant deci-
sions. He was also incredibly dedicated with his time, participating in almost 
all committee meetings and phone calls.
- Conor T. Mullett ’84, P ’14, ’15

Dedication, Time, and Effort
Jack Brescher and I go back a long, long way. We played Pingry football back 
in the ’60s when the uniforms pants were made out of canvas and everybody 
had to go out and buy his own helmet. When Ned Atwater ’63 stepped down 
from the Pingry Board, Jack and I, Class of 1965, briefly shared the title of 
“most ancient and old-fangled trustee.” Now, I hold the title unchallenged.  
I have served on the board with Jack during two separate periods for a total 
of of…well, for a lot of years. His dedication to the School and his willingness 
to spend an enormous amount of time and effort to make the School a  
better place, as well as the sheer length of his service, place Jack in rare  
company with those who have done the most for Pingry.
- Stephan F. Newhouse ’65, P ’95, ’97, ’99

Fostering Inclusion
He is forthright, very knowledgeable about Pingry, focused on what  
is important, and incredibly dedicated. He never plays politics. He let board 
members talk and debate so we all feel included and valued.
- Ian S. Shrank ’71

Integrity, Respect, and No Ego
Jack’s gentle demeanor, faultless manners, grace, integrity, and quick wit 
combined with razor-sharp intelligence and an open mind gave us a Chair 
perfectly in sync with Pingry’s Excellence and Honor. He was deeply respectful 
of the views of all board members and facilitated collegiality. Perhaps the 
most remarkable element was his complete lack of ego—truly a rare, but 
most welcome, occurrence. His dynamic partnership with Headmaster Nat 
Conard set the tone for all trustees to work effectively with faculty and 
administrators.
- Alison C. Malin Zoellner ’83, P ’16, ’18
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A member of Pingry’s Board of Trustees 
since 2004 and Vice Chair since 2013, Jeff 
Edwards ’78, P ’12, ’14, ’18 is Partner and 
Chief Operating Officer of New Vernon 
Capital. Prior to New Vernon Capital, he 
spent 22 years at Merrill Lynch—includ-
ing serving as Vice Chairman and Chief 
Financial Officer—and three years at 
Chase Manhattan Bank. He also serves as 
a Director of Raymond James Financial 
and previously as Director of NASDAQ 
Stockmarket Inc. Mr. Edwards received  
a B.S. in Physics from Haverford College 
and an M.B.A. from Harvard Business 
School. During his Pingry years, he 
served as Secretary/Treasurer of his 
senior class and President of the Chess 
Club, and played on Pingry’s first varsity 
ice hockey team.

His family has multiple Pingry connec-
tions: he and his siblings are alumni 
(Julie ’81 and Christopher ’84), and he 
and his wife Cindy are the parents of 
Cameron ’12, Ian ’14, and Colin ’18. Mr. 
Edwards has been a regular supporter 
of The Pingry Fund and past campaigns, 
and other Pingry activities include 
Pingry Fund Chair, Career Day speaker, 
moderator of “Pingry on Wall Street,” 
Class Agent, Reunion Class Party host, 
C.B. Newton Society member, and True 
Blue Society member.

As a student, did you experience 
a moment that made you grateful 
to be attending Pingry?
It was more of a steady growth in my 
appreciation. By the time I graduated,  
I realized how incredible an academic 
experience Pingry had provided while 
allowing me to be active in high-level 
athletics and many other activities. I most 
appreciated the quality of the students 
and teachers—the community that 
makes the entire experience so excep-
tional. When I was a college freshman, 
my level of preparedness greatly exceed-
ed that of so many of my classmates—
that was the point when I was truly 
grateful for what Pingry had done for me.

Who were your most influential 
Pingry teachers?
Mr. Cowen was a passionate and exu-
berant English teacher; in his class we 

that my kids have had or will have the 
benefit of that incredible education.  
I look forward to continuing to find  
ways to be a part of the School’s  
ongoing journey.

Why has Pingry continued to be  
a great fit for your family?
Pingry is about Honor and Excellence, 
and these are superb values for our chil-
dren to learn. It has provided opportuni-
ties in academics, athletics, and the arts 
that have allowed my kids to grow and 
discover who they are.

You have maintained a close con-
nection with your Class. What has 
fostered that close connection, 
and why is it important to you to 
be so involved with Reunions?
The Class of ’78 is a great class with a lot 
of dedication to the School. I am always 
amazed how you can go a year or 10 
years without seeing classmates, but 
you get together at Reunion…and pick 
right back up as though you had seen 
them last week. People have had great 
lives—successful careers, wonderful 
families, amazing experiences—and I 
love to hear all about them.

As you look ahead to serving  
as Board Chair during the 
Campaign, why have you agreed 
to take on such a public role at 
this important time for Pingry?
Pingry has meant a lot to me and my 
family, and I am honored to be able to 
take on this role at this critical time. To 
continue Pingry’s tradition of exception-
alism, we need to make further crucial 
investments in facilities, faculty, and stu-
dents to make sure that Pingry’s current 
and future students continue to receive 
the best education available, period.

How do you plan to bring your 
business experience to your role 
as Chair?
One thing I learned in business is that 
groups can have far greater impact than 
individuals. So I tried to bring people 
together, build consensus, and generate 
enthusiasm for a goal. Hopefully, I can 
play a similar role as Board Chair with 
our talented and dedicated board. 

“I am honored to be able 
to take on this role at this 
critical time. To continue 

Pingry’s tradition of  
exceptionalism, we need  
to make further crucial 
investments in facilities, 
faculty, and students.” 

b 
Jeff Edwards ’78

read incredible books, especially 20th 
century American authors, and he 
taught me to write with precision and 
flair. Mr. Romano taught me calculus as 
a senior, and his clarity in explaining it 
was masterful. Mr. Rhodes for physics, 
again when I was a senior, brought 
energy and dedication to a complicated 
subject and inspired me to major in 
physics in college.

Your involvement with Pingry has 
been extensive. Why are you so 
passionate about the School?
Pingry is truly exceptional and provides 
so many opportunities. I was fortunate 
to benefit from this education, and I 
know I owe to it much of my later suc-
cess in college and life. I am also grateful 

Introducing New Chair of the Board: Jeff Edwards ’78 
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Pingry’s cross country and softball 
teams, Women’s Glee Club, and musicals 
have benefited from the talents of 
Tatiana Oliveira ’15. An Honor Roll stu-
dent, Tatiana always worries about those 
around her and wants to help people 
whenever she can. However, in the past 
few years, plenty of people in the Pingry 
community have been concerned about 
her because, for much of her life, Tatiana 
has suffered from Crohn’s Disease, an 
inflammation of the digestive tract for 
which there is no known cure.

The disease has caused her consider-
able stomach pain, led to multiple diag-
nostic tests and medications, and forced 
her to miss school because of hospital-
ization, surgery, and recuperation. She 
even suffered a collapsed lung as an 
unintended side effect of surgery. Yet, 
through it all, Tatiana has worked hard, 
made up for missed school work, and 
maintained a positive outlook on life. 
“She never wants to disappoint anyone. 
In fact, she made a card for my son 
when he was in the hospital, but she 
doesn’t even know him,” said Pingry 
teacher Ronnie Newman.

Mrs. Newman also turned Tatiana into a 
devoted fan of The Big Bang Theory. “My 
favorite character, Sheldon, is just hyster-
ical,” Tatiana says. “He is a socially-inept 
particle physicist, and it is hilarious 

Stifel Award Presented to Tatiana Oliveira ’15

watching him attempt to act normally. 
He is the main reason why the show 
makes me laugh so much. When I watch 
Big Bang, I don’t think about my illness—
I just laugh and laugh because I know 
people who are like that in real life!”

In recognition of her determination not 
to let her sickness get the best of her, 
Tatiana is the 30th recipient of the Stifel 
Award, presented to an individual at 
Pingry who has overcome adversity. 
Established in 1984, the award is given 
“to the person who best exemplifies 
those characteristics exhibited by Henry 
G. Stifel III in the aftermath of his acci-
dent and spinal injury: courage, endur-
ance, optimism, compassion, and spirit.” 
It offers an opportunity to single out a 
special person who might otherwise 
not be recognized.

Trustee Henry G. Stifel III ’83, for whom 
the award is named, was paralyzed in 
an automobile accident in his junior 
year at Pingry and returns to the Basking 
Ridge Campus for each presentation of 
the award. He is Vice Chair of the Board 
of Directors of the Christopher & Dana 
Reeve Foundation (originally the Stifel 
Paralysis Research Foundation, founded 
by Mr. Stifel’s late father Henry G. Stifel), 
dedicated to curing spinal cord injury 
by funding innovative research and 
improving the quality of life for people 
living with paralysis through grants, 
information, and advocacy. In his 
remarks, Mr. Stifel shared news of the 
tremendous breakthroughs occurring  
in paralysis research—in recent experi-
ments that sent electrical currents 
through their spines, four individuals 
previously paralyzed regained voluntary 
movements in their legs.

The progress being made in research 
and the strength of those working to 
walk again are a powerful source of 
inspiration. Mr. Stifel praised Tatiana for 
her own ability to inspire everyone 
around her as she takes her challenges 
in stride and directs her focus onto the 
needs of others. Mr. Stifel left the audi-
ence with a valuable message: “We’re  
all vulnerable to life’s challenges. It is  
a measure of our character how we 
respond to them.” 

Editor’s Note: Mr. Stifel, who completed 
all 14 years of school at Pingry (includ-
ing four years at Short Hills Country Day 
School, where he entered pre-Kinder-
garten in 1970), works in Manhattan for 
Morgan Stanley.

Tatiana Oliveira ’15 with her parents Mario and Maria Oliveira and Trustee Henry G. Stifel III ’83.

Tatiana Oliveira ’15, second from right in the bottom row, singing with the Women’s Glee Club.
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The Albert W. Booth Chair  
for Master Teachers

ESTABLISHED IN 1993 TO HONOR ONE OF 
PINGRY’S BELOVED MASTER TEACHERS,  
ALBERT “ALBIE” BOOTH, WHOSE PINGRY 

CAREER SPANNED 64 YEARS.

This award is given to a faculty member from 
any department who has taught at Pingry for 
at least five years and reflects those qualities 

of honor, integrity, idealism, dedication to 
students, and reverence for scholarship 
which defined Mr. Booth’s life and work.

2014 – 2015
Miles s. Boyd, Fine Arts

Upper School

2014 – 2015
Ann P. d’innocenzo, liBrAriAn

lower School

The David B. Buffum  
History Chair

FIRST AWARDED IN JUNE 2005 TO HONOR 
DAVID B. BUFFUM, WHO TAUGHT AND  

INFLUENCED A GENERATION OF  
PINGRY STUDENTS.

This chair is awarded to an outstanding  
faculty member in the Pingry History 

Department who embodies Mr. Buffum’s 
dedication to and love of education  

and history at Pingry.

2013 – 2016
John P. crowley-delMAn ’97, 

history
Upper School

The Edward G. Engel ’33 
Chair for Mathematics 

and Science
PINGRY’S FIRST ENDOWED CHAIR, ESTAB-

LISHED IN 1983 IN HONOR OF “EDDIE” ENGEL, 
THE CLASS “MATHEMATICAL AND SCIENTIFIC 
GENIUS” WHO PARTICIPATED IN EVERYTHING 

FROM MUSIC TO SOCCER.

This award is given to a faculty member in the 
mathematics or science department who has 

taught at Pingry for at least five years and 
made a significant contribution to the life of 

the school outside the classroom.

2014 – 2017
williAM w. Bourne, science

Upper School

The Woodruff J. English ’27 
Faculty Award

ESTABLISHED IN 1996 IN HONOR OF 
WOODRUFF J. ENGLISH ’27.

This award recognizes teachers who instill 
in their students the love of learning  
and commitment to living the ideals  

of the Honor Code.

2014 – 2015
AnAnyA chAtterJi, MAtheMAtics/

uPPer school AcAdeMic deAn
Upper School

2014 – 2015
weiwei yu, MAndArin chinese

Upper School

The Herbert F. Hahn  
Junior Faculty Award

ESTABLISHED IN 1993, THIS AWARD IS  
DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF THIS 

MASTER TEACHER TO RECOGNIZE  
TEACHERS WHO BEST PERSONIFY  

THE PINGRY PHILOSOPHY.

This award is given to encourage young, 
experienced teachers to stay in teaching 

and recognizes good teaching and  
successful involvement in multiple  

extracurricular responsibilities.

2014 – 2015
AlexAnder t. JouJAn, 

MAtheMAtics
Middle School

2014 – 2015
heAther l. steinMAn ’93, 

KindergArten
lower School

The E. Murray Todd  
Faculty Chair
ESTABLISHED IN 1989.

This award is given to a faculty member 
from any department who has taught at 

Pingry for at least five years and who  
has shown extraordinary dedication  

to our students.

2013 – 2016
Victor A. nAzArio, sPAnish 

Upper School

The Norman B. Tomlinson, 
Jr. ’44 Chair for History and 

Literature
ESTABLISHED IN 1989.

This award is given to a faculty member  
in the humanities who has taught at Pingry 
for at least five years and made a significant 

contribution to the life of the school  
outside the classroom.

2014 – 2017
Judith l. leBowitz, english

Upper School

James P. Whitlock, Jr. ’60 
Faculty Development Fund 
for Science, Mathematics, 

and Technology
ESTABLISHED IN 2005 AND FIRST  

AWARDED IN JUNE 2007.

This award recognizes outstanding  
teachers in the disciplines of natural  

sciences, mathematics, and technology.

2014 – 2015
heAther sMith-willis, grAde 1

lower School

The Senior Class  
Faculty Chair

ESTABLISHED IN 1997 AND FIRST  
AWARDED IN JUNE 2007.

This award was established to honor  
a distinguished teacher and provide a  
stipend for professional and curricular 

development in his/her discipline.

2014 – 2015
MAtthew F. horestA, history

Upper School

 Faculty Awards
Knowing that a strong faculty is key to the school’s reputation for excellence and honor, Pingry places a high value on the profes-
sional development of its teachers. The school provides opportunities for its faculty to attend conferences and workshops, make 
educational trips, pursue advanced degrees, conduct research, and learn skills to enhance their current courses or develop new 
ones, among other professional growth activities. Faculty members are also recognized for making significant contributions to the 
School with the following endowed awards.
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These two teachers have been sharing 
their passions for fine arts and math 
with Pingry students since 1989 and are 
the newest inductees into the Magistri 
Maxime Laudandi (“Masters Most Greatly 
to be Praised”).

Upper School fine arts teacher Jane 
Edwards earned a B.A. in Fine Arts 
Education at Kean College, where she 
also pursued graduate studies in Art 
History and Architecture. She was teach-
ing in Elizabeth when the late Michael 
Popp, then-Chair of Pingry’s Fine Arts 
Department (who happened to be her 
high school arts teacher), was looking 
for a teacher to create Pingry’s Middle 
School arts program.

Ms. Edwards initiated a three-trimester 
course, Fundamentals of Art, that 
accommodated the hockey players’ 
schedules (“hockey art,” as the program 
became known). She also taught Upper 
School painting, assisted with the Blue 
Book, and designed and built sets and 
designed costumes for the theater pro-
gram. When fine arts teacher Marge 
Lear-Svedman retired, Ms. Edwards start-
ed to teach Art Fundamentals in the 
Upper School (mostly for freshmen).

“The course’s mission is for students  
to lose the ‘I’m not an artist’ attitude. 
Becoming an artist is a bonus. This is 
about learning—an introduction to art. 
The goal is for them to improve from 
wherever they start, and pursue more 
arts as they advance in the Upper 
School,” Ms. Edwards says (35 seniors 

Jane Edwards and Donna Thau Celebrate 25 Years at Pingry

completed art-related ISPs in 2014, 
many of whom went through her class). 
Using still life, sculpture, drawing, acrylic 
painting, photo enhancement, and 
other projects, she encourages stu-
dents to try new techniques and new 
media from whatever artwork they 
might have done in the past. She also 
wants students to learn to critique—
constructive feedback with specific 
suggestions—so that classmates are 
comfortable displaying their work.

At the Magistri ceremony during 
Reunion, Headmaster Nat Conard P ’09, 
’11 related one family’s story: “Our son 
came to Pingry in Grade 9, and his  
first art teacher was Ms. Edwards. She 
unlocked possibility and passion within 
him. He grew excited about expressing 
his feelings and points of view through 
his art, which was something we genu-
inely had not seen since Kindergarten. 
Ms. Edwards’ dedication and talent 
translated into a wonderful gift.”

Middle School math teacher Donna 
Thau P ’17, ’20 (Donna Murphy 
in 1989) started her Pingry career  
part-time in the business office, fresh 
from the New Jersey Institute of 
Technology. In 1991, when Math 
Department Chair Manny Tramontana 
P ’85, ’87 learned of her math back-
ground, Mrs. Thau started to teach 
math classes part-time. So, with half 
the day in the business office and the 
other half in math classes, teaching  
fell into her lap.

“Pingry supported the development of 
a talent I didn’t know I had!” Mrs. Thau 
says. “If John Hanly, Jack Lewis, and 
Manny Tramontana had not given me 
the opportunity to ‘try out’ teaching  
by subbing for a week, who knows 
where I would be right now? Even after 
I stepped into a classroom, my col-
leagues in the math department have 
always been there to help me be the 
best teacher that I could be by listening 
to ideas, sharing their resources, sitting 
in on classes to give me feedback, and 
always giving kind advice. Teaching 
here has really shaped my life.”

She became a full-time teacher in 2004 
and has taught math for Grades 6 to 10, 
encompassing pre-algebra, algebra, and 
geometry. She is also the assistant advi-
sor for the Middle School community 
service club, a proctor for the after-
school homework club, and the Middle 
School’s math placement coordinator.

“It is fun being in the classroom because 
every single day is different. I plan les-
sons, but there is so much spontaneity 
with the students’ questions and our 
conversations. The students are so intel-
ligent and love to learn,” Mrs. Thau says.

Her fellow math teacher Tom Boyer  
P ’96, ’98 has said, “[Donna] is always 
ready and willing to help the students 
grasp difficult concepts...and she is 
always ready to go out of her way to 
give them extra help. [They] appreciate 
her approachable manner and her 
enthusiasm for math.” 

Left: Jane Edwards and her husband Jim Higbie with their sons Erik Higbie and Garrett Higbie. Right: Donna Thau and her husband Peter Thau with their daughter 
Kayla Thau ’17 and son Joshua Thau ’20.
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Lower School 
Academic 
Secretary Peggy 
Arnold joined 
Pingry in 2008 
(her oldest son 
had graduated 
from college, and 
her younger son 
was a college 

sophomore) and will miss the faculty, 
staff, and especially the students whom 
she has gotten to know during the past 
six years. Her husband retired, so they 
moved to Charleston, South Carolina to 
be closer to their sons in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. “We picked Charleston not only 
for its beauty and history, but to position 
ourselves directly between our sons and 
the ocean!” she says.

–––––––––––––

Lower School 
Permanent 
Substitute Helen 
Biffen left Pingry 
after six years. 
Along with teach-
ing Kindergarten 
through Grade 5, 
she was the Lower 
School’s Yearbook 

Coordinator (helping lead a student 
group in the creation of the Lower 
School section), a member of the  
multicultural team, and a counselor for 
Pingry’s summer camp. Mrs. Biffen has 
particularly fond memories of the Grade 
5 China unit, which combines multiple 
disciplines, and will miss her students. 
Looking ahead, she will continue work-
ing as a private tutor.

–––––––––––––

Upper School 
French teacher 
Gail Castaldo  
P ’00 retired after 
a 35-year Pingry 
career and plans 
to travel for fun as 
much as possible. 
When she came  
to Pingry in 1979, 

Mrs. Castaldo taught both French and 

Saying Farewell to Faculty and Staff
Spanish, then transitioned to only French 
in 1983. Since all teachers were required 
to coach, she joked with the administra-
tion that coaching football would have 
been the same as field hockey or any 
other sport, because she did not know 
about any of them! The library was help-
ful, though, and she became familiar 
with field hockey, coaching the JV team 
for three years and the Middle School 
team for 15 years.

Mrs. Castaldo worked with the Peer 
Leadership program for a decade, 
served on many committees, and was  
a peer coach and mentor for younger 
teachers. The 1991 Blue Book was dedi-
cated to her, and she received two sum-
mer fellowships and The Woodruff J. 
English ’27 Faculty Award (2004). “My 
students made me laugh and kept me 
current. They are eager and earnest, and 
I’m going to miss them. My department 
has been supportive, I love seeing alum-
ni, and I’m grateful for the education 
that my son Keith ’00, a Pingry lifer, 
received,” she says.

She also appreciates all of the changes 
that Pingry has made to the Basking 
Ridge Campus. “The statue, new sched-
ule, new clock tower, Babbitt turf field, 
Middle School, and Arts Center are all 
great changes. Change is hard, but 
Pingry, as a successful school, must 
move forward.”

–––––––––––––

Middle School 
Dean of Students 
Kooheli Chatterji 
’93 is now Upper 
School Division 
Head (Grades 5-8) 
at Chatham Day 
School. From 1997 
to 2000 at Pingry, 
she taught Middle 

and Upper School English and coached 
JV field hockey and varsity track. In 2003, 
Ms. Chatterji returned to Pingry as 
Middle School Dean of Students and 
English teacher. During the past decade, 
she also taught Decisions (Grade 6) and 
created a new course, Cultural 
Competency (Grade 6).

–––––––––––––

Upper School 
English teacher 
Alisha Davlin left 
Pingry after eight 
years to partici-
pate in Columbia 
University’s School 
Leadership 
Program and to 
spend more time 

with her daughter Arielle (born last 
December). A recipient of The Senior 
Class Faculty Chair (2012), Ms. Davlin 
taught Grade 9 English, Creative Writing, 
coordinated the poetry readings for 
Morning Meeting, served as advisor to 
both the Creative Writing Club and 
Writing Center, and was an active  
member of the Justin Society. 

–––––––––––––

Middle School his-
tory teacher Katie 
Dlesk left Pingry 
after four years to 
pursue a Master’s 
in Education 
Leadership  
at Harvard 
University. She 
taught Grades 7 

and 8, served as Form II Team Leader for 
the past two years, participated in the 
faculty service trip Hearts for Honduras 
for two years, and was head coach of 
the Middle School cross country and 
track teams. In 2013, Ms. Dlesk received 
The Herbert F. Hahn Junior Faculty 
Award.

–––––––––––––

After a 22-year 
Pingry career, 
Upper School 
Latin teacher 
Susan Forrester 
P’96, ’99 is plan-
ning to relocate 
with her husband 
to Charlottesville, 
Virginia. She is 

considering a return to the classroom 
either as a Latin teacher or as a student 
in archaeology classes. She served as the 
Form Advisor for the Class of 2016. In 
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recent years, she took over as faculty 
advisor of Polyglot, the modern and clas-
sical languages publication; she expand-
ed the role of student editors, incorpo-
rated more Middle School work into the 
magazine, and transitioned it to a color 
publication. Mrs. Forrester says that 
“Pingry supported my efforts to try new 
techniques and methods of delivering 
material, whether it was reworking the 
AP curriculum or adding new technolo-
gy in the form of Podcasting and 
Google Hangouts to my classes.” One  
of Mrs. Forrester’s fondest memories of 
Pingry was learning that former student 
Margaret Kelleher ’01 was returning to 
Pingry as a Middle School Latin teacher. 
Always seeking to bring the classical 
world alive to students, Mrs. Forrester 
has led a number of trips to Italy, which 
allowed students to see firsthand the 
places they studied in class. “My stu-
dents, with all of the ups and downs 
that teenagers have, and the excitement 
of the classroom are the things I will 
miss most,” she says.

–––––––––––––

Lead financial  
literacy teacher 
Tony Garcia P ’06,

 ’10 left Pingry 
after six years to 
resume his busi-
ness career (prior 
to 2008, he was 
an entrepreneur 
and investment 

banker). He served as coordinator of the 
Grade 6 P.E. program; a founding mem-
ber of the Financial Literacy Program; 
coordinator of Finance Café; founder of 
the Pingry Career Academy; and faculty 
advisor to the Middle School’s stock 
market game, “Grow Your Own Business 
Challenge” sponsored by Warren Buffett, 
Future Business Leaders of America Club 
(which launched the Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance program with the United 
Way and laid plans for a student-run 
credit union), Entrepreneur Club (which 
launched the Urban Table Milkshake Bar 
and the student-run concession stand 
business), and MSG Varsity Club. At vari-
ous times, Mr. Garcia served as Head 
Coach of Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse and JV 
Boys’ Soccer, and Assistant Coach of 
Varsity Wrestling and JV Boys’ Lacrosse. 

He also helped organize the soccer 
team’s trips to Europe and was assistant 
director of specialty soccer camp, Pingry 
soccer camp, and wrestling camp.

–––––––––––––

Lower School 
Math Specialist 
Chris Irish P ’96, 
’99 retired after 23 
years. After joining 
the faculty in 1991, 
she taught Grades 
1, 3, and 4, then 
became the 
Lower School’s 

first Math Specialist in 2003; she also 
taught Grade 5 math for the 2013-14 
school year. “I hope that my changes  
to the math program were positive for 
the mathematical literacy of our past  
and current students and will continue to 
be a positive force for our future students. 
I hope that the way Pingry teaches math 
not only creates strong math students, 
but also helps children feel excited by  
and love the beauty of mathematics,”  
she says.

Mrs. Irish received The Herbert F. Hahn 
Junior Faculty Award (1995) and was the 
first recipient of the James P. Whitlock, Jr. 
’60 Award for Science, Mathematics, and 
Technology (2007). She was also head of 
the Lower School’s Sunshine Committee 
to honor faculty and staff milestones.  
In retirement, she will be happy to have 
more relaxed time with her sons, hus-
band, sister, and friends, and plans to 
spend more time with her grandson 
and daughter-in-law.

–––––––––––––

Middle and Upper School German 
teacher Igor Jasinski, a member of 
the faculty since 2009, is pursuing a doc-
torate in Philosophy and Pedagogy at 
Montclair State University, and is taking 
time off from Pingry to work on his dis-
sertation. During his five years at Pingry, 
he also taught Middle School Latin  
and Grade 6 Philosophy, worked on  
the Middle School musical, and was  
co-advisor to the Quiz Bowl team.

–––––––––––––

Associate Director of Communications 
and Sports Information Maureen Maher 

left Pingry after six 
years to become 
Associate Director 
of Communications 
at Delbarton. Since 
2008, Maureen’s 
responsibilities 
included writing 
athletics stories 
and campus news 

for both the web site and social media; 
serving as the primary voice of the Pingry 
Athletics Twitter account; project man-
agement and conflict resolution for both 
the online and printed calendars; serving 
on the editorial staff of The Pingry Review; 
the Pingry Directory & Student Handbook; 
and parent email communications.

–––––––––––––

The 2014 Blue 
Book is dedicated 
to Upper School 
math teacher 
Ginny (Jarrell) 
McGrath P ’95, 
who retired after 
24 years at Pingry 
and is moving to 
Virginia. Her year-

book dedication is quite apropos, since 
she took pictures for the Blue Book for 
many years. Along with her main job 
since 1990 of teaching algebra, geome-
try, and trigonometry, Mrs. McGrath was 
a cheerleading coach (which led to tak-
ing pictures of the football team, which 
led to taking candid pictures for the 
yearbook), Middle School lacrosse coach, 
member of the Community Service 
Committee (volunteering with students 
at their activities), and mentor to young-
er teachers. In 2005, she received The 
Woodruff J. English ’27 Faculty Award.

A self-described “people person,” she 
will miss her students and friends and 
even told the audience at her yearbook 
dedication to “remember your friends 
and keep them close to your heart.” 
Reflecting on September as a special 
time of year when a new school year 
starts, she says, “I loved connecting with 
my students, getting to know them, and 
discovering who they are as people.” 
Mrs. McGrath also fondly recalls Pingry 
football games and, in general, the fun 
of taking hundreds of student pictures.
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families has been one of the most fun 
aspects of her time with the school. 
Madame Roxbury says that she is very 
grateful to have had the opportunity  
to teach at Pingry for all these years.

–––––––––––––

Administrative 
Assistant to the 
Headmaster 
Barbara 
(DeAngelo) 
Stockhoff retired 
after 28 years to 
spend more time 
with her three 
daughters, nine 

grandchildren, sister, and friends. She 
came to Pingry in 1986 and worked 
under four headmasters: David Wilson 
’59 (one year), John Hanly (13 years), John 
Neiswender (five years), and Nat Conard 
P ’09, ’11 (nine years). “I enjoyed working 
for each one of them—they are gentle-
men and fabulous headmasters,” she 
says. “I feel like I had four different jobs 
because the expectations and responsi-
bilities kept changing!”

Ms. Stockhoff had an exhaustive list of 
responsibilities, probably more than 
most people realized. Her major projects 
were to oversee the school’s internal cal-
endar, work with the trustees to prepare 
for board meetings, coordinate the 
annual faculty awards, and, in general, 
provide assistance and friendship to any-
one who needed it: “I wanted the head-
master and other people in the School 
to be successful. Pingry was a perfect fit 
for me because I like people and love  
to collaborate.”

Also in charge of the Sunshine Club, she 
fondly remembers being recognized for 
her 25th year at Pingry and has always 
taken pleasure in seeing other people’s 
happiness at being recognized. Ms. 
Stockhoff got to know hundreds of  
faculty, staff, and trustees over the years 
and will always think of Pingry as a  
special place with great people.

–––––––––––––

Upper School English teacher Elizabeth 
Walker moved back to Sewanee, 
Tennessee to teach Upper School envi-
ronmental science, Middle School earth 

Middle School 
French teacher 
Jane Roxbury  
P ’01, a member 
of the faculty 
since 1978, retired 
after a 36-year 
Pingry career. In 
fact, she was look-
ing forward to vis-

iting Austria this fall, both to brush up on 
her German skills and to be busy with 
something, since it will be the first time 
since she was six years old that she is not 
going back to school! During her years at 
Pingry, Madame Roxbury taught French 
for Grades 6 to 12 as well as Upper 
School Spanish and Grade 7 German; 
along the same lines, she coordinated 
the Upper School trips to France and 
Middle School trips to Quebec.

Since she joined Pingry right after the 
school went co-ed, Madame Roxbury 
remembers the awkward culture as the 
male students and teachers adjusted to 
having females in the building. “It was  
a strange time, but I became the first 
female department head at Pingry when 
I took over the language department in 
1982,” she says. Madame Roxbury has 
also coached cheerleading and Middle 
School softball (assistant), was head of 
the Academic Judicial Board (forerunner 
of the Honor Board), was temporarily 
Middle School Dean of Students, and 
became the first Grade 7 Team Leader. 
She received The Woodruff J. English ’27 
Faculty Award (1997) and The Albert W. 
Booth Chair for Master Teachers (2003).

Over the years, she has remained 
impressed by Pingry’s culture, both with-
in the language department and within 
the school itself. “The language teachers 
all know what their colleagues are doing 
in class, and they work together, sharing 
materials and methods. It is gratifying  
to teach in a school where so many stu-
dents have a high aptitude for language. 
The Honor Code is a treasure—the 
world would be a better place if more 
people followed one. Pingry teaches 
academic knowledge and personal skills, 
and I believe that ‘being successful’ is 
not just measured by having a good  
job, but by respecting what you do and 
giving back to the world,” she says. 
Teaching multiple generations of  

science, English, 
and Adventure 
Education at  
St. Andrew’s-
Sewanee School. 
During her year at 
Pingry, Ms. Walker 
taught English for 
Grades 9 and 10, 
was co-leader of 

the Outing Club, was an assistant coach 
for the Girls’ Varsity Soccer Team, and 
helped with the Independent and 
International Film Series.

–––––––––––––

Middle and Upper School Educational 
Technology Integrator Jennifer 
Zagariello spent a year on staff at 
Pingry and retired to move to Maine 
(she had consulted for Pingry for two 
years prior to joining the staff). She visit-
ed classes to understand the curriculum 
and how students use technology, 
served as head of the Professional 
Growth Committee, and created and 
analyzed student and teacher surveys 
about learning and teaching. “This was  
a really wonderful place to end my 
career. I’m glad I didn’t miss out on 
Pingry, because I got to see the excel-
lence of the teaching,” she says. 

Faculty on Sabbatical
Middle School 
English teacher 
Barrington 
Fulton is on 
sabbatical for 
the 2014-15 
school year, 
pursuing a 

master’s degree in Private School 
Leadership at Teachers College  
at Columbia University. He plans  
to return to Pingry for the 2015-16 
school year.

–––––––––––––
Middle School teacher Eva 
Ostrowsky continues her sabbati-
cal. She is pursuing a master’s 
degree in Social Work at Columbia 
University and also plans to return to 
Pingry for the 2015-16 school year.
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DNA extraction, zebrafish brain dissec-
tion, and Robotics were just some of 
the projects that over 400 people 
learned about on April 5 at the second 
annual exhibit of Pingry Research.  
The event was a showcase for Pingry’s 
research-based curriculum and its col-
laborations with outside scientists.

Students represented the Waksman 
Student Scholars Program, Robotics, 
S.M.A.R.T. (Students Modeling a 
Research Topic) Team, Computer 
Science, Independent Research Team 
(iRT), Journal Club, AP Biology Master 
Projects, Project 80, Pingry Community 
Research (PCR) Journal, and art inspired 
by science. Guest speakers included 
Susan Taylor P ’12, ’17 (how students 
interested in science can distinguish 
themselves while applying to colleges) 
and Dr. Gautam Malhotra ’92 (the  
possibility of working as a physician 
and scientist at the same time).

“The students work incredibly hard on 
their research all year and appreciate 

Pingry Research: An Interactive Exhibit
the chance to put their work in front 
of so many people. Based on the 
public’s reactions, they realize how 
much they have accomplished,”  
says biology teacher Luke De, mentor 
to independent molecular biology 
projects.

Pingry students are working on com-
plex experiments that are normally 
seen only in undergraduate and 
graduate-level science programs. In 
fact, according to Mr. De, many scien-
tists are unaware that such high-level 
research can even be done in high 
school. “Our students are looking at 
what is causing actual problems—
the underlying mechanisms, rather 
than symptoms—to try to prevent 
those problems from happening in 
the first place. It’s like knowing that 
somebody broke something in a fall, 
but not knowing what: you can treat 
them with pain killers, but you don’t 
fix anything until you find out what  
is happening beneath the skin,”  
he says. 

Above: AP Biology students, mainly seniors, 
presenting their research in the Lower Commons. 
Projects included improving the effectiveness of 
nepetalactone (an organic compound) as an insect 
repellant, and the effects of sleep deprivation on 
anxiety in zebrafish.

A Journal Club presentation by Natalie Gilbert ’14, 
who discussed her summer research at Princeton 
University. Her project focused on multi-antibiotic 
resistant bacteria. “A lot of kids came to the exhibit, 
and watching their excited reactions to my re-
search gave me such a strong sense of satisfac-
tion,” she says. “In a sense, those experiences at the 
exhibit confirmed how determined I am to become 
a doctor in the future.”
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Science Beyond the 
School Year
This summer, several Pingry science 
students continued to research topics 
of interest. Among them: Liz Kraeutler 
’15 worked on a salmonella toxicity 
pathway project at Dartmouth; 
Jackson Hoit ’16 lived at the Mpala 
Research Centre in Kenya to work 
with a veterinary student from the 
University of California, Davis to study 
mastitis (inflammation of breast tis-
sue) in camels; and Julia Friend ’15 
studied cocaine addiction in mice at 
Rockefeller University. Liz and Julia 
will be continuing their work as part 
of iRT during the 2014-15 school year.Neil Holman ’14 and Matt Rice ’15 of the Robotics team displaying the 2012-2013 school year robot,  

built from scratch.

Project 80 (dedicated to the goal of interpreting complicated research and 
making it accessible to the Pingry community) operating a lab in which guests 
extract DNA from bananas and strawberries. Pictured are Tracy Curran P ’14, 
Max Leef ’15, Gabby Stern ’15, Katherine Curran ’14, and George Zachary ’14. 
Gabby considered the exhibit “a really good step toward our goal of spreading 
science throughout Pingry. When we’re talking face-to-face with people, and 
they keep coming back to see more, or tell others to come see us, we know that 
we’re making a difference.”

Julia Friend ’15 observes as guests look at zebrafish eggs that were bred the  
day before the exhibit. She is now head of a project that examines the decision-
making system in zebrafish, a system identical to humans.

To simulate how challenging it is for scientists to remove a brain from a fish 
—a skill that iRT students have mastered in order to examine stress in brain 
systems—Thomas Westerhold ’16 and Nick Carrion ’16 inserted sesame seeds 
inside raisins and are watching as a guest tries to remove a seed.

Adriano Taglietti ’14 showing a young visitor how to run a microscale biological 
reaction using a pipetteman, which produces drops that are one millionth of a 
liter (Mr. De describes the pipetteman as a “molecular biologist’s paintbrush”).
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Looking at a photo from Princeton 
University’s Commencement on June 3, 
you might think that Pingry biology 
teacher Luke De was receiving an hon-
orary degree. Actually, Mr. De was one  
of four recipients of the 2014 Princeton 
University Prize for Distinguished 
Secondary School Teaching in New 
Jersey. Princeton has been honoring 
New Jersey secondary school teachers 
since 1959.

Mr. De, mentor to Independent 
Molecular Biology Projects, and his  
fellow honorees were selected from  
80 nominations from public and  

Luke De in Prestigious Company at Princeton University

Luke De, second from right, with his fellow honor-
ees Lily Lee (Northern Valley Regional High School), 
Daniel Foerg-Spittel (Tenafly Middle School), and 
Christa Cordes (East Side High School). 

Pradyuth Maganti ’15, Matt Rice ’15, and AP  
Biology teacher David Maxwell.

independent schools around New 
Jersey. “The four teachers we recognize 
and honor with this reward remind us…
that education is not about being ‘col-
lege or career ready.’ The true value of 
an education is found in the ongoing 
quest to fulfill one’s destiny, and that 
journey never ends,” said Christopher 
Campisano, Director of Princeton’s 
Program in Teacher Preparation.

Pingry students have been benefiting 
from Mr. De’s passion for science  
and research for eight years. He teaches 
biology, honors biology (“Mechanisms of 
Cancer”), and independent research, and 
advises Journal Club (discussions of sci-
entific articles) and Project 80 (seeking to 
involve 80 percent of students in science  
outside the classroom). Students use 
state-of-the-art lab equipment, which  
he helped procure, in lab areas that he 
helped construct. He emphasizes a proj-
ect-based, student-centered approach, 
and members of his Independent 
Research Team conduct research that 
has helped them not only make scientif-
ic advances, but also secure publication 
in peer-reviewed journals.

In a personal statement, Mr. De wrote, 
“To amaze my students, I expose them 
to actual literature, to real disease, and  
to novel science. I tell my students that  
I trust them with real problems in the 
world. When they see real science, its 
intricacies and its power, they, too, 
become amazed.” 

“The Methane Makers”: Solving Real Problems with Science
For the first time, Pingry students entered 
the “Siemens We Can Change the World 
Challenge,” a competition for high school 
students to propose solutions to environ-
mental problems. Pradyuth Maganti ’15 
and Matt Rice ’15 were among 47 nation-
al finalists in the 2014 challenge, as well  
as the only team from New Jersey to 
reach the finals.

Pradyuth and Matt were each working  
on separate projects related to methane 
digesters—Pradyuth through AP Biology 
and Matt through independent 
research—so, at Matt’s suggestion, they 
joined forces for the competition and 
called themselves “The Methane Makers.” 
“Throwing away organic waste harms the 
environment because the waste is buried 
in landfills and produces an anaerobic 
environment, one without oxygen. When 
the waste decomposes, it generates 
methane, one of the major greenhouse 
gases,” Matt explains.

To solve this problem, he and Pradyuth 
used mostly recycled parts to design a 

home-scaled “bio gas digester” to control 
the environment. Instead of the waste 
decomposing unregulated in a landfill 
and releasing methane, the waste 
decomposes in the same anaerobic envi-
ronment in the digester, but the digester 
captures the methane in a closed system 
so that the methane can be used as a 
renewable resource. “It can run house-

hold appliances like refrigerators and 
generators,” Pradyuth says.

Anaerobic digestion is not a new topic, 
and the digester is already being used, 
but Pradyuth and Matt made it more effi-
cient by using a two-stage system, rather 
than one stage, and using easily accessi-
ble materials to build it. Their design also 
incorporated a p-trap, typically used in 
plumbing, to prevent the backflow of 
gases in a closed system. Going forward, 
Pradyuth and Matt plan to start a club to 
continue their research. 
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The Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders honored Pingry’s Robotics Team 2577 at their June 24 
meeting in Somerville. The citation commends the team for “a highly-successful season” and being a mem-
ber of a winning three-team alliance in the Mid-Atlantic Robotics District Qualifier. Pictured are Somerset 
County Freeholder Director Patrick Scaglione, Mid-Atlantic Robotics Chair Gene O’Brien, Neil Holman ’14, 
Matt Rice ’15, and Pingry Robotics advisor Jeffrey Jenkins.

Students on Pingry’s Robotics team  
(FRC 2577) achieved a milestone in 2014 
when they won their first district com-
petition; they were victorious in an 
Alliance with Hillsborough’s Team 75  
and Bound Brook’s Team 56 at the  
Mid-Atlantic Robotics FIRST Robotics 
Competition (FRC). Nearly 40 teams from 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware 
competed in an event called “Aerial 
Assist” (YouTube videos illustrate what 
the robots had to do).

“It was a very big day, thanks to the ded-
icated core of students with years of 
experience. The leadership of seniors 
Eric Klawitter, Neil Holman, and Kunal 
Nabar was critical,” says Pingry science 
teacher and Robotics advisor Jeffrey 
Jenkins, referring to the school’s first win 
in an elimination round, first semifinal 
appearance, first semifinal win, first 
appearance in the finals, and first-ever 
win at a district event.

A Milestone for Pingry Robotics

into a working machine,” says Neil 
Holman ’14, co-captain of this year’s 
Robotics team. “I wasn’t sure what I 
wanted to do in college until I joined the 
Robotics team. Any Pingry student inter-
ested in engineering or science should 
try it—I’ve always thought of engineer-
ing as problem-solving, and the team’s 
job each year is to solve a challenge that 
FRC gives us. It’s also exciting to work 
with other teams and learn how they 
solved the same problem.”

Neil’s co-captain Eric Klawitter ’14 adds, 
“Building a robot is not merely about 
finding a solution—it is about develop-
ing the best solution possible within a 
limited time frame. The ability to take 
our solution and compete with rival 
schools gives meaning to our countless 
hours spent planning and building.”

For Matt Rice ’15, creativity is the name 
of the game—literally and figuratively! 
“We are given a game with rules and 
objectives, and we have to build a robot 
that can operate efficiently and follow 
tasks. We have the liberty of using 
almost anything to build the robot, 
which allows us to really get creative. 
Every season, we start with nothing  
and end with a beat-up robot that we 

worked so hard to create. We face 
numerous failures, and, each time,  
we adapt and solve the problem.”

The Robotics team is grateful for the 
financial support that has allowed them 
to build a machine shop, purchase hand 
tools, and focus on prioritizing robot 
design over fundraising. “We now have 
strong support facilities so that we can 
follow our plan of a robot designed  
and built in-house by the students,”  
Mr. Jenkins says. 

“It was a very big day, 
thanks to the dedicated 

core of students with years 
of experience.” 

b 
Jeffrey Jenkins

Pingry Robotics Advisor

This particular robotics competition, 
with over 2,700 teams, is organized by 
FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition  
of Science and Technology), whose  
programs emphasize “Gracious 
Professionalism” (encouraging high- 
quality work and emphasizing the same 
values as Pingry’s Honor Code) and 
“Coopertition” (learning from teammates 
and displaying unqualified kindness and 
respect in competition). Robots are 
designed, built, programmed, and  
tested in six weeks, and usually weigh 
up to 150 pounds.

Why exactly do these students find 
Robotics so fascinating? “I am baffled 
that something that was previously a 
pile of metal and random parts turned 

Robotics Prize Awarded 
for First Time in 2014
The Robotics Prize is given to the 
senior whose leadership, creativity, 
and positive attitude promote 
sportsmanship and teamwork 
among members of the Robotics 
team. The recipient must also 
demonstrate strong problem  
solving, project management,  
and communications skills 
through his or her commitment  
to the Robotics team.
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Anyone who has ever listened to a  
TED Talk (Technology, Entertainment & 
Design) knows that the experience can 
be quite inspiring. TED Talks, whose  
mission is “ideas worth spreading,” are 
known for taking listeners on a journey: 
presenters are encouraged to share 
ideas that could change the world; show 
their inner selves; speak plainly with 
examples, stories, and specifics; and  
connect with people’s emotions. Now, 
TEDx gave Pingry students the chance 
to give their own talks to inspire others.

TEDx are local, independently-orga-
nized TED events that bring people 
together to share a TED-like experience. 
TEDxYouth@Mt.Olive is a forum created 
to bring middle and high school  
students into the TEDx movement  
with engaging stories and intriguing 
presentations.

TED Talks Spawn TEDxYouth@Mt.Olive

Amol Kapoor ’14, Teddy Leithead ’14, 
Simone Moten ’14, David Rockoff ’15, 
and Ellie Harrison ’17 gave talks on April 
11. All five were selected after audition-
ing. “They supported my vision of the 
theme, ‘challenge the impossible.’  
The audition process was to determine 
if presenters had stage presence and 
were passionate about their idea,”  
said curator Robert Brown.

Amol (“The Death of Death”) spoke 
about the possibility of immortality, 
since immortality has a scientific back-
ground; Teddy Leithead ’14 (“Advocating 
for Youth in Science”) urged young  
people to have the confidence to tackle 
real-world problems; Simone Moten ’14 
(“The Advantages of Risk-Taking”) 
encouraged people to examine their 
normal risks and then take new risks; 
David Rockoff ’15 (“Design”) spoke 
about design, and how the objects with 
which we interact have a lot of thought 
behind them; and Ellie Harrison ’17 
(“Why? Why not?”) addressed societal 
norms and what happens when we do 
and do not question the guidelines.

The videos from these talks are available 
at TEDxYouthMtOlive.com. Click on the 
Facebook icon on the right side of the 
screen, then scroll to find the videos. 

Teddy Leithead ’14, Simone Moten ’14, David  
Rockoff ’15, Ellie Harrison ’17, and Amol Kapoor ’14.

Warren Buffett and Alexis Elliot ’18.

Talk about the perfect match—a num-
ber of Pingry Middle and Upper School 
students have been pursuing entrepre-
neurship, and Warren Buffett sponsors a 
national competition for entrepreneurs! 
His “Grow Your Own Business Challenge” 
for children ages seven to 14 is featured 
on the web site of Secret Millionaires Club, 
an animated television series on The Hub 
that teaches students about finance.

As of April, Alexis Elliot ’18 was one of 
five finalists—out of about 4,000 
entrants—in the third annual challenge. 
She heard about the contest through 
former financial literacy teacher Tony 
Garcia P ’06, ’10 and developed her  
idea, a web site called EduPair (formerly 
Backpack Buddy), based on two factors: 
she often reaches out to a classmate  
if she misses or has questions about 
schoolwork; and visits to schools in 
Ghana’s developing villages showed  
her that it is difficult for those students 
to receive an education.

“The main goal of EduPair is to create a 
cultural exchange between schools so  
that children from all over the world learn 
something from other children, and stu-
dents in developing countries have the 

Alexis Elliot ’18 Places 2nd in Warren Buffett Competition

same academic opportunities that we,  
students in America, have,” Alexis says. 
Students will sign on to review their les-
sons and assignments and make flashcards 
and worksheets that they can upload for 
everyone to access (teachers will also have 
access to the site to create a private or 
public group with their classes). EduPair 
will be “cloud based” to avoid downloads, 
updates, and taking up computer space.

Thanks to the Pingry community’s 
online voting and a trip to Omaha to 
present her idea to a panel of judges, 

Alexis finished in second place. She 
reports that “the judges were very 
impressed with my idea, and one of 
them said that EduPair can revolutionize 
education.”

The contest taught her more about entre-
preneurship and how to deal with pres-
sure, and it created some new opportuni-
ties for her to develop EduPair—such as 
entrepreneurship conferences and a con-
tact at the education web site Coursera. 
Jaylen Bledsoe, Founder and CEO of 
Bledsoe Technologies, developed a proto-
type of her web site, and she was includ-
ed in an article in Jet magazine. Alexis 
describes being a finalist as “such a hum-
bling experience, especially because I got 
to meet Mr. Buffett. It also meant a lot 
that the School sent out emails and flyers 
encouraging my fellow students, the fac-
ulty, the staff, and alumni to vote for me.”

As an extra treat, Mr. Buffett surprised 
the finalists with 10 shares each in 
Berkshire Hathaway. “I was so surprised 
and also grateful to have a small piece  
of ownership of his company. I am  
forever grateful to Pingry for this, and  
I hope more chances like this arise in  
the future,” Alexis says. 
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Recipe for a new business: take an alum-
na who understands the rigors of Pingry, 
add her experiences with financial prob-
lems, toss in a desire to help the next 
generation, and you have NextGenVest 
(“Investing in the Next Generation”), 
founded by Kelly Peeler ’06.

Her company creates short videos to 
make financial topics more visually 
engaging and easier to understand for 
high school students. Narration and 
illustrations bring topics to life, and Ms. 
Peeler consults with financial experts  
to make sure the content is accurate.

These videos would have been incredi-
bly useful to her during her Pingry days. 
“I had bad experiences opening credit 
cards for store discounts, since I didn’t 
realize that they affected my credit 
score, and I didn’t understand the pro-
cess for paying them off,” she says. “I 
hadn’t been exposed to the necessary 
education, so it took ‘trial and error’ 
moments to learn hard lessons.”

Then, after graduating from Harvard, 
while working on Wall Street for J.P. 
Morgan, Ms. Peeler realized that she did 
not know enough about investing. It was 
time for her new mission: create a prod-
uct that teaches financial topics and 
caters to a young audience. She left her 
job when NextGenVest was selected to 
be one of 13 Kauffman Foundation 
Global Scholars to receive seed funding. 
For the next six months, she traveled the 
country to speak with high school and 
college students about how they learn.

“I asked questions about uncomfortable, 
confusing, or awkward experiences per-
taining to anything money-related. From 
these stories, I learned what students 
don’t know, what they want to know, 
and how they want to learn it—quick 

lessons in a mobile format on their own 
time. I decided that extGenVest would 
make videos,” Ms. Peeler says.

Reflecting on the decision to introduce 
NextGenVest as a pilot program at 
Pingry, Ms. Peeler explained that “it is 
difficult to add more requirements to 
students’ schedules. The administration 
doesn’t want more, and neither do the 
students. Making these financial topics 
accessible, and making them available 
on one’s own time, are attractive ideas 
for both students and teachers.”

NextGenVest (which has grown to part-
ner with schools in 10 countries) 
became part of the Grade 12 financial 
literacy program during the 2012-2013 
school year and expanded this year by 
teaching both investing and insurance. 
“Investing and insurance are founda-
tional knowledge that someone needs 
after graduating from Pingry. By having 
those videos be part of the graduation 
requirement, we are sending a strong 
signal that this information is critical to 
be able to deal with the real world,” says 
Tony Garcia P ’06, ’10, former lead teach-
er of Pingry’s financial literacy program.

Demystifying Financial Topics in Three Minutes

The NextGenVest offering has earned 
positive feedback from students. Melanie 
Naratil ’14 appreciated the lack of jargon 
and found the graphics helpful for 
understanding the material, while Akshay 
Rao ’14 described NextGenVest as “a sur-
prisingly effective addition to our curricu-
lum. The video and comprehension quiz 
layout was the most effective attribute 
because of how quickly one could com-
plete a particular section.” 

Apply to the NextGenVest 
Global Business Leaders 
Ambassador Program
Students from around the world 
collaborate on content for 
NextGenVest, learn from leaders in 
finance, discover career paths, and 
lead NextGenVest in their schools. 
Ambassadors also have the oppor-
tunity to submit articles to The 
Huffington Post, publish interviews 
with young professionals in 
NextGenVest’s weekly enewsletter, 
and apply for NextGenVest’s intern-
ship program. Pingry students 
Michael Werner ’14, Fred Chang ’15, 
Liz Herman ’14, and Allison Yu ’14 
were selected to participate in the 
first annual summit in November 
2013. For information, contact Ms. 
Peeler at kelly@nextgenvest.com.

“Making financial  
topics accessible, and 

making them available 
on one’s own time, are 

attractive ideas.” 

b 
Kelly Peeler ’06 

NextGenVest Ambassadors from around the world 
met at Sub Rosa Design Labs in New York City on 
May 17 for the biannual NextGenVest summit. 
These ambassadors, including Frederick Chang ’15, 
Charlie Zhu ’16, Daria Fradkin ’16, and Hollie Hopf 
’16, participated in workshops and met with indus-
try leaders. Past speakers included the President of 
Vimeo, Editor in Chief of Cosmopolitan magazine, 
and Head of Investment Services at Barclays.
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Sports Results BIG BLUE ROUNDUP: 
Winter 2013-14

Boys’ Basketball: 9-13
Skyland Conference All-Conference/Valley Division: Drew Gagnon 
and Tom Foreman (2nd team); Max Helfman (Honorable Mention)

Girls’ Basketball: 10-15
Skyland Conference/Valley Division: 3rd place

Skyland Conference All-Conference/Valley Division: Cory Ransom 
(1st team), Lauren McLaughlin (2nd team), Annelise Kinney (Honorable 
Mention)

Courier News All-Area: Lauren McLaughlin, Cory Ransom (Honorable 
Mentions)

Boys’ Fencing: 5-7
NJSIAA District #2 Qualifier: Wenrui Lu (2nd, sabre), Avery Vella 
(1st, epee)

NJSIAA Individual States: Wenrui Lu (16th, sabre), Avery Vella 
(12th, epee)

Skyland Conference All-Conference: Wenrui Lu (2nd team, sabre), 
Avery Vella (1st team, epee)

Girls’ Fencing: 8-5
NJSIAA District No. 2 Qualifier: Kate Northrop (1st, foil), Katie Vella 
(2nd, epee)

NJSIAA Squad States: 6th place in foil, 3rd place in epee

NJSIAA Individual States: Kate Northrop (2nd, foil), Katie Vella 
(14th, epee)

Star-Ledger High School Top Performer of the Week (February 6): 
Kate Northrop—won her second District 2 foil championship,  
undefeated.

Skyland Conference All-Conference: Kate Northrop (1st team, foil)

NJSIAA All-State: Kate Northrop (1st team, foil)

NJIFA All-State: Kate Northrop (1st team, foil)

Star-Ledger All-State: Kate Northrop (1st team, foil)

Boys’ Ice Hockey: 8-10-2
Somerset County Tournament: Advanced to semifinals

Skyland Conference All-Conference: Eric Rogers, Kyle Walker 
(1st team), Jamie Smith (Honorable Mention)

Courier News All-Area: Eric Rogers, Kyle Walker (1st team)

Star-Ledger All-Central Jersey: Eric Rogers (2nd team), Kyle Walker 
(3rd team)

Girls’ Ice Hockey: 8-9
WIHLMA All League: Haley La Fontaine (1st team)

Star-Ledger All-State: Haley La Fontaine (2nd team)

Boys’ Skiing: 6-30

Girls’ Skiing: 10-21
State Championship/Women’s Division: Charlotte Zee placed 26th

Boys’ Squash: 12-3
National Ranking: 8th—best in program history 

New Jersey State High School Championships: Derek Hsue 
(Champion)

Girls’ Squash: 8-4
National Ranking: 26th

New Jersey State High School Championships: Lindsay Stanley 
(Champion)

Pingry Sweeps New Jersey High School Squash 
State Championships
Four Pingry players advanced to the finals of the 35th Annual New 
Jersey High School State Championships, making the event look more 
like a Pingry practice than a state championship! In the girls’ final, 
Lindsay Stanley ’16 won her first state championship with a victory 
over teammate Diana Masch ’15. In the boys’ draw, Derek Hsue ’14 
won his second state championship with a victory over teammate—
and defending state champion—Jonathan Zeitels ’15. Derek (2014 
and 2012) and Jonathan (2013) now own the last three New Jersey 
high school boys squash state championships.

US Squash High School All-Americans
US Squash’s nationwide list of 39 2013-2014 High School All-Americans 
includes Derek Hsue ’14 and Lindsay Stanley ’16. Derek is one of just 
21 boys earning All-American recognition, and Lindsay is one of just 18 
girls receiving this honor. They are the only players from New Jersey to 
be named US Squash High School All-Americans. Derek also received 
the US Squash DeRoy Sportsmanship Award for embodying the spirit 
of sportsmanship and character on and off the court throughout his 
junior squash career.
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Seventh Heaven: Boys’ Swimming Defends 
NJSIAA Non-Public “B” State Title

US Squash: Derek Hsue ’14 Ranked #1 Nationally

In recent rankings released by US Squash, Derek Hsue ’14 is ranked 
#1 in the nation for the Boys U19 division—a ranking that qualifies him 
as the best junior squash player in the country! Derek was one of 10 
Pingry students who own US Squash rankings that place them among 
the Top 50 players in the country within their age group.

Boys’ Swimming: 6-5
NJSIAA Non-Public B: State champions (7th consecutive year)

NJSIAA Non-Public B: Sectional champions

NJISAA Prep A: Won six titles—Sebastian Lutz (50 freestyle and 100 
freestyle), Jamie Finnegan (200 freestyle and 100 breaststroke), Matt 
Barickman, Jamie Finnegan, Sebastian Lutz, Kamau Holston (200 med-
ley relay, setting a meet record), Jamie Finnegan, Kamau Holston, Matt 
Zeikel, Sebastian Lutz (200 freestyle relay)

Star-Ledger: Ranked No. 13 in Top 20

NJISAA Prep A Most Valuable Swimmer: Sebastian Lutz (2nd con-
secutive year)

Somerset County Championships: Matt Barickman, Jamie Finnegan, 
Sebastian Lutz, and Kamau Holston won 200 medley relay

Somerset County Championships Individual Winner: Sebastian 
Lutz won 50 freestyle and 100 backstroke

Skyland Conference Championships: Matt Barickman, Jamie 
Finnegan, Sebastian Lutz, and Kamau Holston won 200 medley relay)

Skyland Conference Championships Individual Winner: Sebastian 
Lutz set a meet record in 50 freestyle

Star-Ledger High School Top Performer of the Week (February 
27): Jamie Finnegan—won the 200 individual medley and 500 free-
style while contributing to first-place finishes in the 200 medley relay 
and 400 freestyle relay when Pingry won its 7th consecutive state 
championship.

Courier News All-Area: Matt Barickman, Jamie Finnegan, Sebastian 
Lutz, Kamau Holston (1st team, medley relay), Sebastian Lutz (1st team, 
50 freestyle)

Star-Ledger All-Somerset: Sebastian Lutz (1st team, 50 freestyle), 
Jamie Finnegan (1st team, 200 free), Matt Barickman (1st team, 100 
backstroke), 200 medley relay (1st team), 200 freestyle relay (2nd team), 
400 freestyle relay (2nd team), Alex Wolfson (3rd team, 100 backstroke)

Star-Ledger All-Non-Public: Sebastian Lutz (1st team, 100 freestyle), 
200 freestyle relay (1st team), Jamie Finnegan (2nd team, 200 freestyle), 
200 medley relay (3rd team)

Star-Ledger All-State: Sebastian Lutz (2nd team, 50 freestyle), 200 
freestyle relay (3rd team)

The boys’ swim team brought home its seventh consecutive NJSIAA 
Non-Public “B” State Championship with an 87-83 victory over first-
time state finalist Notre Dame. The victory marked Big Blue’s 10th  
overall NJSIAA Non-Public “B” state crown, and the current seven-year 
winning streak now ranks fifth in state history. Pingry swimmers won 
eight of the 11 events:

• Jamie Finnegan (200 individual medley and 500 freestyle)

• Sebastian Lutz (50 freestyle and 100 butterfly)

• Alex Wolfson (100 backstroke)

• Matt Zeikel (100 breaststroke)

• Jamie Finnegan, Jason Jin, Sebastian Lutz, Matt Barickman 
(200 medley relay)

• Kamau Holston, Jamie Finnegan, Sebastian Lutz, Matt Zeikel 
(400 freestyle relay)

Girls’ Swimming: 7-4
NJSIAA Non-Public B: State champions

NJISAA Prep A: State champions (2nd consecutive year)—fifth overall 
and the third since 1999

Star-Ledger: Ranked No. 17 in Top 20

NJISAA Prep A Individual Winners: Won five titles—Claire O’Mara 
(50 freestyle), Ingrid Shu (100 freestyle, meet record), Ingrid Shu (200 
freestyle, meet and pool records), Claire O’Mara, Hollie Hopf, Christina 
Ou, Ingrid Shu (200 freestyle, setting meet and pool records), Christina 
Ou, Claire O’Mara, Sara Gagnon, Ingrid Shu (400 freestyle relay)

NJISAA Prep A Most Valuable Swimmer: Ingrid Shu (2nd consecu-
tive year)

Skyland Conference Championships: Ingrid Shu won 100 freestyle

Somerset County Championships: Ingrid Shu won 100 freestyle

Skyland Conference All-Stars: Ingrid Shu (200 freestyle), Claire 
O’Mara (50 freestyle)

Courier News All-Area: Ingrid Shu (1st team, 200 freestyle)

Star-Ledger All-Non-Public: Ingrid Shu (1st team, 100 freestyle), 
200 freestyle relay (1st team), Claire O’Mara (2nd team, 50 freestyle),  
400 freestyle relay (2nd team), Christina Ou (3rd team, 100 freestyle)

Star-Ledger All-Somerset: Claire O’Mara (1st team, 50 freestyle), Ingrid 
Shu (1st team, 100 freestyle), 200 freestyle relay (2nd team), Hollie Hopf 
(3rd team, 50 freestyle), 400 freestyle relay (3rd team)

Star-Ledger All-State: Ingrid Shu (2nd team, 100 freestyle)
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Girls’ Swimming Wins NJSIAA Non-Public “B” 
State Championship

The girls’ swim team brought home the NJSIAA Non-Public “B” State 
Championship with an 87-83 victory over the defending state champi-
ons from Mount St. Mary. This is Big Blue’s first NJSIAA Non-Public “B” 
state title since 2010, fourth overall, and the second state title of the 
year for the team that had already won the NJISAA Prep “A” State 
Championship—again over Mount St. Mary. Pingry swimmers won  
five of the 11 events:

• Ingrid Shu (100 freestyle and 200 freestyle)

• Claire O’Mara (50 freestyle)

• Hollie Hopf, Claire O’Mara, Christina Ou, Keileh Atulomah 
(200 freestyle relay)

• Claire O’Mara, Christina Ou, Ingrid Shu, Sara Gagnon 
(400 freestyle relay)

Boys’ Winter Track
Star-Ledger All-Somerset: Stewart Wood (2nd team, 1,600 meters)

Garret McGregor set the school record in pole vault (10'6")

Girls’ Winter Track 
Star-Ledger All-Somerset: Sophia Cortazzo (2nd team, pole vault), 
Angel Fluet (3rd team, pole vault)

Wrestling: 6-10
NJSIAA Non-Public B: Sectional finalists

NJSIAA Districts: Adedire Fakorede placed 3rd

Star-Ledger All-Somerset County: Adedire Fakorede (3rd team)

Ted Li: 2013 New Jersey Boys 
Fencing Official of the Year
The NFHS honored Ted Li for his long-time  
service to the sport of fencing. NFHS Officials 
Association awards are presented to high 
school officials based upon their “distinguished 
background, experience, service, and promo-
tion of their sport at the state and national  
levels.” The inscription on the formal award  
certificate also notes that it is given “in grateful 
appreciation of outstanding service and  
unselfish devotion to interscholastic activities.”

Judy Lee: Star-Ledger Somerset 
County Girls’ Swimming Coach 
of the Year
The Star-Ledger honored Judy Lee after 
a season in which the girls of Big Blue swim-
ming won both the Non-Public “B” State 
Championship and the Prep “A” State 
Championship. Pingry finished the season  
with a 7-4 dual meet record and the No. 17 
spot in The Star-Ledger Top 20 rankings.

BIG BLUE ROUNDUP: 
Spring 2014
Baseball: 12-11
Skyland Conference/Valley Division: Mike Silbert (1st team), 
Kyle Walker (1st team), Justin Friedman (2nd team), Joe Possumato 
 (2nd team)

Courier News All-Area: Kyle Walker (2nd team), Mike Silbert, 
Justin Friedman, Joe Possumato (Honorable Mentions)

Star-Ledger All-Somerset: Kyle Walker (1st team), Mike Silbert 
(3rd team)

Pingry Baseball History for Kyle Walker ’14

In a regular season game against Summit High School, team captain 
Kyle Walker ’14 became the first player in School history to record 
100 career hits with an RBI single in the fifth inning; he added another 
RBI in the final inning to lead Pingry to a come-from-behind 6-3 win. 
Kyle was a three-sport captain for Big Blue in football, hockey, and 
baseball, and is one of 28 recruits from the senior class who will be 
playing sports in college. Kyle will continue his baseball career at 
Rutgers University—making him the third Pingry baseball player in 
three years to play Division I baseball after graduation (Dan Keller ’12/
Bucknell and Ryan Toomey ’13/Georgetown).
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Softball: 13-11
Star-Ledger: Ranked No. 10 in Somerset County Top 10

Skyland Conference/Valley Division: Katie Marino (1st team), 
Alyssa Baum (2nd team), Natalie Gilbert (Honorable Mention)

Courier News Softball Player of the Week: Amanda Van Orden—
played a key role in three Big Blue wins, including the first conference 
loss for Mount St. Mary and a weekend doubleheader sweep of 
Manville in which she caught two perfect games on the same day.

Courier News All-Area: Katie Marino (2nd team, pitcher), Alyssa Baum 
(Honorable Mention)

Star-Ledger All-State: Katie Marino (3rd team)

Star-Ledger All-Non-Public: Katie Marino (1st team)

Star-Ledger All-Somerset: Katie Marino (1st team)

Prep A: Katie Marino (1st team), Alyssa Baum (2nd team)

Katie Marino pitched 2 perfect games.

Boys’ Golf: 13-1
NJSIAA Non-Public B: State Champions—2nd overall title, 
and 1st since 1996

NJSIAA Non-Public B North: Sectional Champions

Skyland Conference/Valley Division: 1st place

Raider Invitational/Raritan Division: 1st place

Raider Invitational/Raritan Division Individual Title: Jake Mayer

Star-Ledger: Ranked No. 5 in statewide Top 20

New Jersey PGA All-State: Justin Chae (1st team), Jake Mayer (2nd team)

Skyland Conference/Valley Division: Justin Chae, Jake Mayer, Matt 
Dannenbaum, Chris DeVito, George Zachary, Bobby Rigby (1st team), 
Charlie Duryee (2nd team)

Courier News All-Area: Justin Chae (1st team)

Star-Ledger All-State: Justin Chae (2nd team), Jake Mayer (3rd team)

Star-Ledger All-Non-Public/Prep: Justin Chae (1st team), Jake Mayer 
(2nd team)

Boys’ Golf Team Wins NJSIAA Non-Public B State 
Championship

Joe Forte: Courier News Boys’ Golf Coach of the Year
The Courier News honored Joe Forte after Pingry 
won the NJSIAA Non-Public B Championship by 
one stroke at the Tournament of Champions. 
Overall, Pingry finished 13-1 in dual meets, won 
the Skyland Conference Valley Division, won  
the Raider Invitational, placed second in the 
Somerset County Championships, and placed 
second in the Skyland Conference Tournament.

Girls’ Golf: 3-10
Skyland Conference: 5th place

Skyland Conference/Valley Division: Haley La Fontaine (Honorable 
Mention)

Boys’ Lacrosse: 14-5
Tied for the second most wins in school history;  
School record for most points scored, 195 goals

Skyland Conference: 2nd place

Star-Ledger: Ranked No. 17 in statewide Top 20 and No. 7 in 
Non-Public Top 10 

Star-Ledger Athlete of the Week (May 8): Eric Rogers—led a Pingry 
defense that, to that point, had allowed only 5.7 goals per game while 
helping the team to a 12-3 record.

Skyland Conference/Delaware Division: Evan Key, Eric Rogers 
(1st team), Clayton Wright, JC Sorenson, Jonathan Butler (2nd team), 
Clay McCollum (Honorable Mention)

US Lacrosse Non-Public All-State: Evan Key, Eric Rogers (1st team), 
Jonathan Butler (Honorable Mention). Evan Key named All-American.

Courier News All-Area: Evan Key (1st team)

Star-Ledger All-State: Evan Key (2nd team)

Star-Ledger All-Somerset: Evan Key, Eric Rogers (1st team), Jonathan 
Butler (3rd team)

Star-Ledger All-Sophomore/Freshmen: Jake Moss (3rd team)

Star-Ledger All-Skyland: Evan Key, Eric Rogers

Evan Key became Pingry’s all-time leading scorer in boys’ lacrosse, 
with 164 total points—80 assists (2nd all-time) and 84 goals (3rd  
all-time). He was a four-year varsity starter and captain of the team  
his junior and senior years.

Mike Webster Receives Multiple Coaching Honors
As a result of the Boys’ Lacrosse Team’s 14-5  
season (a turnaround from last year’s 2-13),  
Mike Webster was named Skyland Conference 
Coach of the Year (voted by conference coaches), 
NJILCA Non-Public Coach of the Year (voted by 
non-public coaches), US Lacrosse State Coach  
of the Year (voted by the same group, who 
selected Coach Webster over the public school 
coaches of the year), and Star-Ledger State 
Coach of the Year.

The Boys’ Varsity Golf Team won the NJSIAA Non-Public B State 
Championship by one shot during the Tournament of Champions.  
The win gave Pingry its second state title—the first since 1996!—and  
it helped the team to an incredible fourth-place finish in the overall 
Tournament of Champions. There were 134 golfers from 24 schools 
competing for six different group/non-public state titles. Big Blue 
earned its spot in the tournament after winning the Non-Public,  
North B state sectional.
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Girls’ Lacrosse: 6-13
Skyland Conference/Delaware Division: Jennifer Wilkens, Alexis 
Chang (1st team), Avery Hatfield, Annelise Kinney (2nd team), Lauren 
Graves, Meg Vreeland, Amanda Cosentino (Honorable Mentions)

Avery Hatfield ’14 Scores 100th Career Goal

Avery Hatfield ’14 hit the century mark when she recorded the 100th 
goal of her Pingry varsity lacrosse career. The scoring milestone came 
on her fourth goal of the 17-2 home victory against Rutgers Prep in the 
first round of the Somerset County Tournament. In addition to her tal-
ents on the lacrosse field, Avery had quite a tennis season as well—
teaming with fellow senior Jennifer Guo at first doubles to help Pingry 
win its second straight NJSIAA Non-Public A State Championship 
crown. The tennis tandem also brought home a doubles title and a 
team title for Pingry at the Somerset County Championships.

Pingry Lacrosse Players in Under Armour 
Tournament

Jeff Zucker ’17 is the first freshman since 2001 to win the Somerset 
County Tournament championship at first singles. He brought home a 
4-6, 6-4, 6-3 victory over four-time county finalist Chris D’Agostino from 
Montgomery. The county tournament win came just days after The 
Star-Ledger called the undefeated Pingry freshman a first singles “phe-
nomenon” and named Jeff its “Player to Watch” in Somerset County.

Boys’ Tennis Team Wins NJSIAA Non-Public A 
State Championship

Boys’ Tennis: 14-7
NJSIAA Non-Public A: State Champions—first state 
championship for boys’ tennis

Star-Ledger: Ranked No. 17 in statewide Top 20, No. 2 in Non-Public 
Top 10, and No. 3 in Somerset County Top 10

Skyland Conference/Delaware Division: Jeff Zucker (1st team)

Courier News All-Area: Jeff Zucker (1st team)

Courier News All-Area (By Flight): Jeff Zucker (1st singles)

Courier News Boys Tennis Player of the Year: Jeff Zucker

Star-Ledger Somerset County Player of the Year: Jeff Zucker

Star-Ledger All-Somerset: Jeff Zucker (1st team, singles)

Star-Ledger All-Non-Public: Jeff Zucker (1st team, singles)

Star-Ledger All-State: Jeff Zucker (3rd team, singles)

Jeff Zucker ’17 Wins Somerset County Championship

Jonathan Butler ’15, Jamie Smith ’15, Annelise Kinney ’15, and Clayton Wright ’15.
Jonathan Butler ’15, Clayton Wright ’15, and Annelise Kinney ’15 
were selected for the boys’ and girls’ New Jersey rosters of the 2014 
Under Armour Underclassmen Lacrosse Tournament (July 11-13 at 
Towson University in Maryland). Twenty-four athletes were chosen for 
each of the teams, representing Baltimore, Long Island, the Midwest, 
New England, New Jersey, Philadelphia, the South, Upstate New York, 
Washington D.C., and the West. In all, 3,500 athletes tried out for the 
tournament. Over three days, the teams battled in a 10-team pool play 
tournament, with the winner of each pool facing off for the champion-
ship. The New Jersey boys’ and girls’ teams were each 2-2 in the tour-
nament. Jamie Smith ’15 was invited to play in the Under Armour 
Underclass Uncommitted Game (five players from each region who 
excelled in the regional team tryouts) the same weekend.

Game, set, match—history. The Boys’ Tennis Team brought home 
more than the NJSIAA Non-Public A State Championship trophy. Their 
epic 4-1 win over Delbarton in the state final also made school history 
as the first state championship for the Pingry boys’ tennis program. 
With the victory, Pingry’s tennis program swept both the girls’ and 
boys’ state titles this school year!
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Boys’ Track & Field: 2-2
NJSIAA Non-Public B: 2nd place

NJSIAA Non-Public B Individual Winner: Adedire Fakorede won 
discus (143-0) to become a three-time Non-Public B state champion, 
and he is the new state champion in shot put (51-5).

NJSIAA Non-Public B South: Sectional Champions

NJSIAA Non-Public B South Individual Winners: Liam Mullett 
(3,200), Adedire Fakorede (shot put and discus), Garret McGregor (pole 
vault), Josiah Taylor (javelin)

Skyland Conference/Raritan Division: Jordan Hansen (1st team, 400 
meters), Justin LeAndre (1st team, 800 meters), Stewart Wood (1st team, 
1,600 meters), Avery Vella (1st team, 400 intermediate hurdles), 1,600 
relay (1st team), Adedire Fakorede (1st team, shot put, discus), Garret 
McGregor (1st team, pole vault), Jordan Hansen (2nd team, 100 meters), 
Avery Vella (2nd team, 110 hurdles), Mike Carr (at large)

Courier News All-Area: Adedire Fakorede (2nd team, shot put)

Courier News Comeback of the Year (Honorable Mention): 
Liam Mullett—missed five months, but achieved 4:23 in the 1,600

Star-Ledger All-Non-Public: Jordan Hansen (3rd team, 200 meters), 
Adedire Fakorede (3rd team, shot put)

Star-Ledger All-Somerset: Adedire Fakorede (1st team, shot put), 
Stewart Wood (2nd team, 1,600 meters), Jordan Hansen (3rd team,  
400 meters), Liam Mullett (3rd team, 3,200 meters)

Jordan Hansen set a school record in 200 meters (22.23).

Mike Carr, Jordan Hansen, Avery Vella, and Max Helfman set 
a school record in the 4x100 meter relay (44.07).

Girls’ Track & Field: 1-3
NJSIAA Non-Public B: 2nd place

NJSIAA Non-Public B Individual Winners: Libby Parsons is the new 
state champion in high jump (5-3), and Pingry won the 4x400 (4:12.73) 
and 4x800 (10:07.99) relays.

NJSIAA Non-Public B South Sectional: Champions

Skyland Conference/Raritan Division: Angel Fluet (1st team, pole 
vault), Libby Parsons (1st team, high jump), Emma Palmer (2nd team, 
800 meters), Angel Fluet (2nd team, 100-meter hurdles), Julia 
Dannenbaum (2nd team, pole vault), Sophia Cortazzo (at large,  
pole vault)

Courier News All-Area: Libby Parsons (3rd team, high jump), 
Angel Fluet (3rd team, pole vault)

Courier News Rookie of the Year (Honorable Mention): 
Julia Dannenbaum—tied for 7th in pole vault (11-0) at the  
Meet of Champions

Star-Ledger All-Non-Public: Libby Parsons (2nd team, high jump)

Star-Ledger All-Somerset: Julia Dannenbaum (2nd team, pole vault), 
Emma Palmer (3rd team, 800 meters), Libby Parsons (3rd team, high 
jump), Angel Fluet (3rd team, pole vault)

Libby Parsons set a school record in the high jump (5'3").

Julia Dannenbaum tied the school record in the pole vault (11'0").

Credits: N
orm

andy Studios

Pingry Finishes 9th in 2013-14 Maxpreps Cup
With six state championships this year, Pingry’s athletics program 
placed ninth in the nation in the Maxpreps Cup competition, and 
Pingry is the only New Jersey school in the Top 25. The Maxpreps Cup 
is awarded annually by the scholastic sports web site to designate the 

nation’s best all-around high school 
athletics program. Rankings are  
compiled by giving schools points 
for finishing first or second at the 

state level. Points are also awarded for size of playoff division (champi-
onships at the large-school level are worth more than championships 
at the small-school level), size of state (championships for Texas, for 
example, are worth more than championships for less-populous 
states like Alaska), and type of sport (football championships are 
worth more than tennis championships). National rankings are also 
included in the tabulation.

Somerset County Scholar-Athletes

Madison Stevens ’14 (tennis) and Liam Mullett ’14 (cross country, 
track and field) are Pingry’s Somerset County Scholar-Athletes for 2014. 
Madison will be attending Cornell University, and Liam is heading to 
Princeton University. They are pictured with Upper School Director  
Dr. Denise Brown-Allen P ’13.

Pingry Players Compete in 2nd Annual  
Basilone Bowl

Coach Jon Leef P ’15, ’18, Head Coach Chris Shilts P ’17, ’19, Ryan O’Reilly ’14, 
Adedire Fakorede ’14, Mike Silbert ’14, Will McDonald ’14, Mitch Suzuki ’14, and 
Coaches Rob Schur P ’25 and Howard Shirley. 

Five Pingry players from the Class of 2014—Will McDonald, Mitch 
Suzuki, Ryan O’Reilly, Mike Silbert, and Adedire Fakorede—
represented Pingry on June 26 at the John Basilone Bowl, run by the 
Somerset County Football Coaches Association and U.S. Marine Corps 
to honor the memory of USMC Gunnery Sergeant John Basilone.  
The game features about 80 graduated seniors from local schools  
with football programs. Will McDonald became the second Big Blue 
player to be named an MVP in as many years—he was voted the 
Leathernecks’ offensive MVP in a 21-14 loss to the Devil Dogs.

NFHS—National Federation of State High School Associations
NJIFA—New Jersey Interscholastic Fencing Association
NJILCA—New Jersey Interscholastic Lacrosse Coaches Association
NJISAA—New Jersey Independent School Athletic Association
NJSIAA—New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association
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Pingry Seniors Sign NCAA Division I 
Letters of Intent

Senior Recruits Heading to College Teams
Twenty-eight members of the Class of 2014 will be playing on college 
sports teams. This group of talented student-athletes is heading to 21 
new campuses this fall and playing 13 different sports for some of the 
premier college athletics programs in the country. Three athletes will 
be playing at Division I schools that required signed national letters of 
intent, but many more will also be playing for other top Division I and 
Division III athletics programs. Pingry graduates will be playing baseball 
(1), cross country (3), field hockey (1), fencing (2), football (1), ice hockey 
(1), lacrosse (4), rowing (1), squash (1), soccer (7), swimming (2), tennis (1), 
and track & field (6). Congratulations, and Go Big Blue Recruits!

National Signing Day on February 5 was a showcase for the strength of 
the Pingry girls’ soccer program as its three team captains—Rachel 
Corboz, Lexi Chang, and Drew Topor—all signed formal NCAA let-
ters of intent to continue their educations and their athletics careers at 
top Division I schools. Over their four varsity seasons, these seniors led 
Pingry to a combined record of 61-11-8 and two NJSIAA Non-Public “A” 
State Championships (2011 and 2012). 

Rachel Corboz will play women’s soccer for Georgetown University. 
She was a four-year varsity starter who closed out her senior campaign 
with 16 goals and five assists. She earned First Team All-State, First 
Team All Non-Public, and First Team All-Somerset County honors from 
The Star-Ledger. Rachel is also on the radar of national team coaches, as 
evidenced by her two invitations last fall to the prestigious U.S. Soccer 
Under-18 Women’s National Team training camps in California. Rachel 
was also one of eight New Jersey players selected for the inaugural 
Girls High School All-American Game in Raleigh last December.

Lexi Chang will join the women’s soccer team at Lehigh University, 
having been a forward/midfielder on the Pingry varsity squad since 
freshman year. She has also played varsity lacrosse for the past three 
seasons and served as team captain this spring.

Drew Topor, a four-year defender on Pingry’s varsity team and co-
captain of the 2013 squad, is heading to the women’s soccer team at 
Georgetown University. She recently earned First Team All Non-Public 
and Second Team All-Somerset County honors from The Star-Ledger.

First row: Julia Tarantino (Colorado College/lacrosse), Charlie Moore-Gillon 
(Hobart and William Smith Colleges/soccer), Derek Hsue (University of Pennsyl-
vania/squash), Lizzie Abbott (Washington University in St. Louis/rowing), Max 
Helfman (Emory University/track & field), Alli Dorneo (Tufts University/swim-
ming), Caleb Ho (Swarthmore College/soccer), and Lily Neibart (Gettysburg 
College/field hockey). Second row: Eric Rogers (Middlebury College/lacrosse), 
Lexi Chang (Lehigh University/soccer), Kyle Walker (Rutgers University/baseball), 
Matt Mangini (Princeton University/soccer), Liam Mullett (Princeton Univer-
sity/cross country and track), Rachel Corboz (Georgetown University/soccer), 
Michael Silbert (Franklin & Marshall College/football), Madison Stevens (Cornell 
University/tennis), and Chris Melligon (Skidmore College/lacrosse). Third row: 
Akshay Rao (Emory University/soccer), Haley La Fontaine (Middlebury College/
ice hockey), Wenrui Lu (University of Pennsylvania/fencing), Angel Fluet (Uni-
versity of Chicago/track & field), Matt Barickman (Tufts University/swimming), 
Adedire Fakorede (Bates College/track & field), Evan Key (Dartmouth College/
lacrosse), Drew Topor (Georgetown University/soccer), Justin LeAndre (Williams 
College/cross country and track), and Stewart Wood (Dartmouth College/ cross 
country and track). Not pictured: Avery Vella (Yale University/fencing).

Miller Bugliari ’52 on Super Bowl Chain Gang Crew
Coach Miller Bugliari ‘52, P ‘86, ‘90, ‘97, GP ‘20, a member of 
the New York Giants sideline “chain gang” crew for 40 years, was 
on the sidelines for Super Bowl XLVIII at MetLife Stadium on 
February 2. This was Miller’s first Super Bowl as a member of the 
chain gang. Since the game was played at the home stadium of 
the Giants and the Jets, the NFL decided the chain gang would 
consist of the four most senior members of the Giants and Jets 
crews. Joining Miller were brothers Jim Baxley ’75 and John 
Baxley ’80 (alternate). The Baxley brothers—including Andrew 
Baxley ’78—and their cousin Tom Quinn all work with Miller as 
part of the regular chain gang for every Giants home game. 
Members of the chain gang, decked out in black and yellow 
stripes for maximum visibility and safety, move the sideline mark-
ers that indicate yardage needed for a first down. These 10-yard 
chains have to be quickly realigned as the offense moves down-
field, and the members of the chain gang bring the markers onto 
the field whenever the officials call for a measurement.

Miller Bugliari ‘52 (third from right) with Joe Namath (second from left), Phil Simms 
(far right), and members of the Giants and Jets chain gangs.
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Field Hockey

Danielle Cosentino ’10 with Colum-
bia University Director of Athletics 
Dr. M. Dianne Murphy and fellow 
award recipient Michael Attal.

Danielle Cosentino ’10, 
midfielder (Columbia 
University), received the 
Marion R. Philips Watch, pre-
sented to the senior female 
student-athlete with the 
highest cumulative GPA and 
at least two varsity letters. 
Danielle was named to the 
NFHCA Division I Collegiate 
National Academic Squad  
all four years.

Ice Hockey

Hanna Beattie ’13, defender 
(Williams College), was 
named an AHCA Women’s 
Division III Hockey First Team 
All-American. She was the 
only freshman among the  
24 players named First and 
Second Team All-Americans, 
and is one of only four All-
Americans in the history of 
the women’s hockey pro-
gram at Williams. This All-
American recognition came 
two weeks after Hanna was 
named NESCAC Rookie of 
the Year for women’s ice 
hockey—the first Williams 
College player to win the 
award. League coaches also 

named her to All-NESCAC 
First Team on the strength  
of a season in which Hanna 
played in all 28 games and 
led NESCAC defenders with 
32 points (14 goals and 18 
assists). Her 32 points ranked 
second in conference scor-
ing, and she also finished 
second nationally among all 
NCAA Division III defenders 
with a scoring average of 
1.14 points per game. She 
finished third in the country 
in points per game among 
all rookie players at every 
position. Hanna closed out 
her freshman campaign for 
Williams ranked second on 
the team in goals, assists, 
and points—as a defender!

Soccer

Mael Corboz ’12, midfielder 
and former captain of the 
men’s soccer team at 
Rutgers University, has trans-
ferred to the University of 
Maryland, which has one of 
the country’s top soccer pro-
grams. During his two sea-
sons at Rutgers, the Scarlet 
Knights had a combined 
record of 14-18-3. Mael start-
ed all 35 games and record-
ed 10 goals and 13 assists on 
47 shots. He finished last sea-
son tied for the Rutgers lead 
in points (20) and team lead 
in assists (6). Over the past 
two seasons, the Maryland 
men’s soccer team has a 
combined record of 37-5-8 
and has become a national 
power. Maryland has been 

to the NCAA Tournament  
19 times in the past 20 years, 
and they have advanced to 
the College Cup Final Four 
eight times since 1998. The 
Terps brought home NCAA 
National Championships in 
2008 and 2005.

Danielle Sedillo ’13, goal-
keeper (Lafayette College), 
was named to the 2013 
Patriot League Academic 
Honor Roll. Student-athletes 
must earn a 3.20 GPA in the 
semester of their sport’s 
competition. Danielle played 
in all 17 games—15 starts—
during her freshman season, 
logging 65 saves and post-
ing a .714 save percentage. 
Her rookie stats also includ-
ed four shutouts and a 
career-high six saves in  
three separate games.

Swimming

Nic Fink ’11 (The University 
of Georgia) was named to 
the 2013-14 Division I Capital 
One Academic All-American 
Third Team (selected by the 
College Sports Information 

Directors of America). 
Athletes must have a class 
standing of sophomore or 
higher, have a cumulative 
GPA of 3.3 or higher, and  
be a “varsity starter or key 
reserve.” Nic also continues 
to make history. At the  
SEC Swimming & Diving 
Championships, he won four 
medals, broke several SEC 
and Georgia team records, 
posted personal best times, 
and made Georgia Bulldogs 
history by becoming the 
only swimmer to win three 
consecutive SEC titles in the 
100 breaststroke. In winning 
his third straight gold medal 
in the 100 breaststroke 
(51.25), Nic broke his own 
Georgia team record and 
shattered the previous SEC 
meet record by .61 sec-
onds—a record that had 
been on the books for 17 
years. Nic’s time of 51.25 is 
also the third-fastest 100-
yard breaststroke in history! 
The former SEC meet record 
time (51.86) was set in 1997 
by Jeremy Linn, the reigning 
Olympic silver medalist in the 
100 breaststroke. Nic owns 
an SEC meet record that had 
belonged to an Olympic  
silver medalist for 17 years!

In the NCAA Men’s 
Swimming & Diving National 
Championships, Nic won his 
first two NCAA individual 
medals, qualified as a First 
Team All-American in five 
events—100 breaststroke, 
200 breaststroke, 200 individ-
ual medley, 200 medley, and 
400 medley—and led the 
University of Georgia in 
points scored as the Bulldogs 
finished fifth overall in the 
team competition. 
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A Message from the PAA President
Dear Alumni,

The past year was busy with a full slate of alumni events, all 
programmed and planned seamlessly by our Alumni Office. 
It has been an especially busy year for me, personally, as I, 
together with my fellow members of the Class of ’89, cele-
brated our 25th Reunion. Reunions provide a wonderful 
opportunity to reconnect with friends and classmates 
throughout the year, culminating in the events of Reunion 
Weekend. As you will see, Reunion events kept everyone 
busy: the Class of 1964’s tour of the former Hillside Campus, 
Pen Pal program, 50-Year Club Luncheon, Achievement in 
the Arts Awards Ceremony, Athletics Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony, Clam Bake, and Class Parties. I would also like to 
acknowledge the incredible participation of this year’s 
Reunion classes in The Pingry Fund this year; in response to 
the PAA’s 30 for 30 Challenge, these classes increased their 
giving participation from 21% (5 years ago) to 37% this 
year—an awesome accomplishment.

In this issue of The Pingry Review, we highlight our Reunion 
honorees: recipients of the Achievement in the Arts Award 
and Nelson L. Carr Service Award, and inductees into the 
Athletics Hall of Fame. In addition, Bronson Van Wyck ’63 
received the PAA’s highest honor this year, the Letter-in-Life 
Award. The award was presented at Commencement fol-
lowing a luncheon hosted by Headmaster Nat Conard.

With another successful year of alumni events behind us, 
we are looking forward to upcoming events in 2014-15, 
including continuing, and growing, our “industry-focused” 
events, such as Pingry on Wall Street and Pingry Sets the 
Bar. Both of these industry-focused networking events 
proved to be popular when we introduced them in 2013-
14. Based on feedback that people love to network in their 
own fields, the PAA is going to focus more on these profes-
sional get-togethers for members of our community who 
work in finance, law, the arts, and science.

Please remember that, in addition to events and programs, 
the PAA continues to build networking and mentoring 
resources for alumni. For more details, please refer to 
“Career Networking & Mentoring” under the Alumni menu 
at www.pingry.org.

Thank you for your continuing support of Pingry, and I look 
forward to another great year.

Sincerely,

Peter L. “Chip” Korn ’89

Reunion 2014
[ 1 ]  Members of the Class of 1964 in the former Fiske Garden during a 
tour of the former Hillside Campus. Front row: Ray Erickson, Bruce Laing, 
Bill Logan, and John Lucadamo. Second row: Special Assistant to the 
Headmaster Miller Bugliari ’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20, Jim Glickman, Bob 
Newhouse, Dr. Steve Leighton, former PAA President and former trustee 
Rob Ill, Bob Weissman, Doug Johnson, Bruce Morrison, David Patterson, 
Glenn Erickson, Tod Barber, Jim Gruning, Joe Monier, Doug Smith, Ken 
Strassner, and Bill Busker.  [ 2 ]  Tod Barber ’64 and pen pal Abby Jay ’19.  
[ 3 ]  Joe Monier ’64 with pen pals Rishi Bagaria ‘19 and Dorothea Miller ‘19.  
[ 4 ]  Richard Dehmel ‘64 and pen pal Luke Ittycheria ‘19.  [ 5 ]  Doug 
Smith ‘64 and pen pal Nia Phillips ‘19.  [ 6 ]  Manton Martin ’35, Rosemarie 
Gift, Gail Datore, and Samuel Cole ’35.  [ 7 ]  Doug Johnson ’64, Special 
Assistant to the Headmaster Miller Bugliari ’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20, Pete 
Benedict ’61, and Don Meyer ’61.  [ 8 ]  The Honorable Bill Wertheimer ’60, 
former PAA President and former trustee Gordy Sulcer ’61, P ’95, ’01, 
Special Assistant to the Headmaster Miller Bugliari ’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20,  
and Honorary Trustee Helmut Weymar ’54.
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Reunion 2014
[ 9 ]  The Buttondowns performing at the 50-Year Club Luncheon: Julian Chartouni ’15, Michael 
James ’16, Ben Zhou ’17, Tom Horn ’16, James Robertson ’17, Henry Kraham ’17, Fred Chang ’15, 
Daniel Hutt ’17, Taylor Dillon ’15, Hunter Stires ’15, Brian Grimaldi ’16, TanTan Wang ’16, Gabe Gever 
’17, Jimmy Topor ’17, and Matthew Marvin ’14.  [ 10 ]  Joe Monier ’64, Guy Payne ’64, former science 
teacher Tom Johnson ’59, P ’87, and Adedire Fakorede ’14.  [ 11 ]  Alan Danzis ’59, P ’99 (winner of 
the raffle for a Pingry chair) and Special Assistant to the Headmaster Miller Bugliari ’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, 
GP ’20.  [ 12 ]  Alex Bonner, Brad Bonner ’93 (Parents ’20, ’23, ’25), and Ann Meyer Abdi ’89, P ’23.  
[ 13 ]  Dr. Charlie Hodge ’59, Jim Hodge ’69, John Zoephel ’69, P ’03, ’04, ’08, Dr. Don Burt ’69, 
and Dr. Claus Hamann ’69.  [ 14 ]  Director of College Counseling Tim Lear ’92, former Boys’  Varsity 
Swimming Head Coach and Athletics Hall of Fame inductee Bill Reichle P ’00, and Andrew and 
Marianna Marchese (Parents ’89, ’92, ’94).  [ 15 ]  Anne Marie Lipper, former PAA President and 
former trustee Steve Lipper ’79 (Parents ’09, ’12, ’14), former PAA President and former trustee Jubb 
Corbet, Jr. ’50, P ’77, ’78, and Major Gifts Officer Lisa Duff.  [ 16 ]  Ellen Pellino Gittes ’97, Adam Gittes 
’97, Kevin O’Brien ’97, Marisa O’Brien, and Christian Hoffman ’94.  [ 17 ]  Members of the Class of 
1964 celebrating with their Pingry ties after being inducted into the 50-Year Club. Front row:  
Bill Busker, Bruce Laing, John Lucadamo, Doug Smith, Doug Johnson, David Patterson, Joe Monier, 
Ken Strassner, John Rafferty, Dr. Steve Leighton, Ed Savage, and David Cassidy. Back row: Guy Payne, 
Jim Glickman, Bruce Morrison, Bob Newhouse, Jim Gruning, and Richard Dehmel.
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30 for 30 Reunion Giving 
Challenge is a Success!
Alumni in Classes ending in “4” and “9” 
met and exceeded the PAA Board’s 
challenge goal of 30% participation in 
The Pingry Fund, so the PAA Board will 
donate $30,000 to the PAA Financial 
Aid Endowment Fund. “Pingry helped 
shape who I am today by providing me with the strong 
foundation necessary to thrive not only in college, but also as 
a young adult in a cut-throat world,” says Caroline Diemar ’99 
about her support of the School. “Pingry was much more than 
just an academic education—it was an education about life. 
I’m honored to be able to give back. I want every child/teen-
ager who attends Pingry to have the same opportunities I did.”

Thank you to all of our Reunion volunteers!

Reunion 2014
[ 18 ]  Members of the 1994 Baseball Team, newly inducted into the Athletics Hall of 
Fame: Adam Gittes ’97, Kevin O’Brien ’97, Jacob Ross ’96, Nick Ross ’97, Dr. Kenneth 
Blumberg P ’88, ’91, GP ’26, Casey Hannon ’97, Coach Manny Tramontana P ’85, ’87, 
Michael Crandall ’95, Coach Tom Johnson ’59, P ’87, Perry Blatt ’94, Dexter Jones ’95, John 
Flack ’95, Drew Pinkin ’95, Ted Corvino P ’94, ’97, ’02, Joe Marchese ’94, Ted Corvino ’94, 
Bobby Corvino ’97, and Ryan Molloy ’94.  [ 19 ]  Kevin Schmidt ’98, Middle School his-
tory teacher and Boys’  Varsity Soccer Assistant Coach Jacob Ross ’96, and Kathy Kimber 
’79.  [ 20 ]  Carol Porges ’15, Taylor Dillon ’15, Georgia Miller ’15, Bruce Morrison ’64, Lily 
Graff ’15, Ugoada Ikoro ’15, and Christina Ou ’15.  [ 21 ]  Michael Crandall ’95, Nick Ross 
’97, and Roger Crandall P ’95, ’01.  [ 22 ]  Paul Simson ’69, Dr. Don Burt ’69, Dr. Bob McLel-
lan ’69, Dr. Claus Hamann ’69, and Mark Smith ’69.  [ 23 ]  Leslie Crawford Dunlevy ’80, 
Maureen Kelly McLaughlin ’80, and Mike McLaughlin ’80 (Parents ’12, ’15).  [ 24 ]  Richard 
Goldberg ’56, Bob Meyer ’56, P ’88, Special Assistant to the Headmaster Miller Bugliari ’52, 
P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20, and Walker Lockett, Jr. ’56.  [ 25 ]  Alumni Lacrosse Game. Kneeling: 
Miles Koenig, Patrick Birotte ’87, P ’20, Pingry friends, Tom Rusen ’89, Chris Franklin ’96, 
and Thomas Diemar ’96. Standing: Skot Koenig ’77, Alex Baydin ’93, Luke Vreeland ’11, 
Charlie ’20, Will Burchenal ’11, Wyatt Kasserman ’99, Will Parham ’06, Dr. Ezra Jennings ’89, 
Brian Crosby ’89, and David M. Fahey ’99.
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The surprise presentation of this award is a Reunion tradition. Named in 
1992 for Nelson L. Carr ’24, who served as PAA President (1942-43) and 
received Pingry’s Letter-in-Life Award (1982), it is given for faithful and 
dedicated service in support of Pingry. Mr. Shelby received the honor from 
Trustee and PAA President Chip Korn ’89 prior to the Athletics Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony—an appropriate setting, since Mr. Shelby has been an 
influential member of the Hall of Fame Committee for the past decade.

Mr. Shelby spent six years at Pingry, served in student government, and 
played lacrosse, tennis, and soccer; the 1973 Soccer Team, which he  
captained, was 13-3-3 and won the Prep State Tournament. After Pingry,  
Mr. Shelby graduated from Babson College.

Currently on the Friends of Miller Advisory Committee and PAA’s Golf Com-
mittee, he has been a consistent Reunion Volunteer and, in 2013, began 
his eighth  consecutive three-year term as a member of the PAA’s Board 
of Directors. Mr. Shelby’s list of other Pingry activities since graduation 
includes two years as a trustee when he was PAA President; former PAA Vice 
President; former Pingry Fund Decade Chair and Alumni Chair; and former 
member of the PAA’s 150th Anniversary and Awards Committees.

An enthusiastic and loyal Pingry supporter, Mr. Shelby is also a member  
of Pingry’s True Blue Society (for 10 or more consecutive years of giving) 
and C.B Newton Society (for planned giving—he provided for Pingry’s 
endowment in his estate plan). He has three daughters: Jordan ’08,  
Hayley ’11, and Lauren ’19.

Trustee and PAA President Chip Korn ’89 and Jonathan Shelby ’74, P ’08, ’11, ’19.

Jonathan Shelby ’74 Receives  
2014 Nelson L. Carr Service Award

Reunion 2014
[ 26 ]  Jake Abdi ’23, Ann Meyer Abdi ’89, and Jabbar Abdi (Parents ’23).  
[ 27 ]  John Rafferty ’64, Bob Ziegenhagen ’64, Special Assistant to the 
Headmaster Miller Bugliari ’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20, and Carol Ziegenhagen.  
[ 28 ]  Chandra (Cain) Davis ’89, Samuel Kimerling ’89, and Tom Trynin ’79.  
[ 29 ]  Sally Dugan, Special Assistant to the Headmaster Miller Bugliari ’52, 
P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20, and Geoff Dugan ’69.
[ 30 ]  Class of 1959.
[ 31 ]  Class of 1964.
[ 32 ]  Class of 1969.
[ 33 ]  Class of 1974.
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Reunion 2014
[ 34 ]  Class of 1979.
[ 35 ]  Class of 1984.
[ 36 ]  Class of 1989.
[ 37 ]  Class of 1994.
[ 38 ]  Class of 1999.
[ 39 ]  Class of 2004.
[ 40 ]  Class of 2009.
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Athletics Hall of Fame Inducts Two Alumni,  
One Coach, and One Team
Carl Van Duyne ’64, Carey Egan ’92, Bill Reichle, and the 1994 Baseball Team

For over 20 years, Pingry has 
been inducting new members 
into its Athletics Hall of Fame 
during Reunion Weekend. The 
Hall honors former student-
athletes, varsity coaches, and 
members of the athletics staff 
who have demonstrated lead-
ership and whose accomplish-
ments in Pingry athletics have 
been of the highest caliber. 
These are the citations for the 
2014 inductees. The family of the late Carl Van Duyne ’64: his son Gerret Van Duyne, widow Wendolyn Van Duyne, brother 

Peter Van Duyne, and sister-in-law Liz Van Duyne. 

Plaques, above and next page, from the Carl Van Duyne Sportsmanship Memorial at the Herreshoff Marine Museum/America’s Cup Hall of Fame. 
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CARL VAN DUYNE ’64*

DEMONSTRATED OUTSTANDING INTEGRITY AS AN OLYMPIAN

The epitome of honorable behavior, 
Carl Van Duyne answered the ques-
tion, “What do you do when nobody  
is looking?”

A sailor since age six, Carl won yacht 
racing championships, was a member 
of Pingry’s sailing team (a club), and 
was captain of Princeton’s sailing team. 
He became an expert with the Finn 
class of boats—single-handed, high-
performance boats—winning the 
National Intercollegiate Single-Handed 
Championship at Princeton and two 
silver medals in the Pan American 
Games. Carl also became the North 
American Finn Champion. His big t 
est came during the 1968 Summer 
Olympics in Mexico when he was 
favored to win gold.

As he sailed in the first race without 
anyone else in sight, his boat’s sail 
touched the flag of a race marker 
buoy. There was no compensating 

The Carl Van Duyne Sportsmanship 
Memorial was unveiled at the 
Herreshoff Marine Museum/America’s 
Cup Hall of Fame (2000), Carl is a mem-
ber of the Barnegat Bay Sailing Hall of 
Fame, and trophies are given in his 
memory by the U.S. Naval Academy 
(where he had taught economics and 
coached sailing), U.S. Olympic 
Committee, and other organizations. 
He was also a commissioned Naval 
officer, junior member of the Council 
of Economic Advisors at The White 
House, and an economics professor 
and sailing advisor at Williams College.

In an emotional presentation of Mr. Van 
Duyne’s life story, Coach Miller Bugliari ’52 
reflected on the fact that, because of his 
sportsmanship, Mr. Van Duyne never won 
an Olympic medal. “He is such a great 
inductee into the Hall of Fame,” Coach 
Bugliari said.

penalty, and only Carl knew he had 
touched the marker, but he disquali-
fied himself and dropped out of the 
race—a remarkable act of integrity. 
Ultimately, he ranked 11th out of 48 
countries. Soon afterward, the Van 
Duyne Rule allowed sailors to re-round 
a marker they had touched.

* Posthumously
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CAREY EGAN ’92
INSPIRATIONAL THREE-SPORT CAPTAIN EXCELLED IN LACROSSE

In football, basketball, and lacrosse, 
Carey Egan was an outstanding role 
model because of his character, selfless-
ness, caring attitude, and hard work.  
He displayed excellent agility and was 
incredibly intuitive on the field, always 
knowing where to be and what to do  
at any moment.

Co-captain for football, he was a dev-
astating blocker at tight end and a 
tough anchor on the defensive line. 
Also co-captain for basketball, the 
team finished 17-4 and reached the 
semifinals of the county tournament. 
As a defenseman and tri-captain for 
lacrosse, he helped lead the team to a 
14-4 record—the most wins in Pingry 
boys’ lacrosse history at the time.  
They became the first Pingry lacrosse 
team in decades to defeat arch-rival 
Lawrenceville and advanced to the 
state prep championship.

Carey continued to play lacrosse at  
the University of Delaware, the America 
East/North Atlantic Conference 
Champions in 1993 and 1994. He served 
as captain of the 1996 team and earned 
a number of other honors: America East 

BILL REICHLE
GUIDED BOYS’ SWIMMING TEAM TO 
NUMEROUS CHAMPIONSHIPS

One Pingry swimmer said that Coach 
Bill Reichle “made us love to swim and 
love to be part of the team.” He spent 
25 years at the helm of the Boys’ 
Swimming Team (16 as Head Coach), 
five years as Softball Assistant Coach, 
and four years as Water Polo Head 
Coach.

During his tenure with Boys’ 
Swimming, the team won eight prep, 
three conference, three county, and  
six state championships, and several 
swimmers achieved individual mile-
stones. Coach Reichle also initiated  
the Big Blue Invitational so that Pingry 
swimmers had the opportunity to 
compete in an early season champion-
ship-caliber meet. 

He retired in 2012 at the top of his 
game: 299-80-6 with the Swimming 
Team; undefeated in the 2011-12 season 
(13-0); the team’s third consecutive 
sweep of all three Meet of Champions 
relays (the second school in the meet’s 
history to accomplish that feat); five 
consecutive state titles; three consecu-
tive Prep A titles; and the 2012 
Somerset County Championship.

His honors include induction into the 
NJSCA Hall of Fame (2009), The Star-
Ledger State Coach of the Year (2008) 
and Somerset County Coach of the 
Year (2011), Courier News Coach of the 
Year (2012), NFHS Coaches Association’s 
New Jersey and National Coach of the 
Year for Boys Swimming & Diving 
(2009), and NISCA’s David H. Robertson 
Excellence in Coaching Award (2010).

Coach Reichle, a Pingry math teacher 
for 23 years, swam in the Manhattan 
Island Marathon Swim (28.5 miles) and 
Swim Around Key West (12.5 miles) in 
1997. He competes in United States 
Masters Swimming and serves on the 
board of New Jersey Masters 
Swimming.

Fellow swimming coach Judy Lee said,  
“It is hard to convey, in words, his impact 
on his athletes and fellow coaches,” and 
praised Coach Reichle’s “extraordinary love 
of swimming and devotion to the sport.” 
She also declared that he possesses the 
same qualities as the late UCLA basketball 

Carey Egan ’92 with his sister Heather Wilson, wife Kathryn Egan, son Felix Egan, mother Priscilla Egan,  
father Tom Egan, and sister Meredith Finkelstein, and Ms. Finkelstein’s husband Dan Finkelstein. 

First Team All-Conference (1995 and 
1996), Team Most Valuable Player (1996), 
North-South Senior All-Star Game 
Participant (1996), and All-American 
Honorable Mention (1996). In 1998, he 
was among 120 players invited to try 
out for the U.S. Men’s National Team.

After college, Carey also played lacrosse 
professionally, including Major League 
Lacrosse’s Bridgeport Barrage, having 
been selected in the fourth round of 
the 2001 MLL Supplemental Draft. In 
addition, Carey played for the New York 
Athletic Club as part of both the United 
States Club Lacrosse Association and 
the American Lacrosse League.

Pingry teacher and coach Meredith 
Finkelstein, Mr. Egan’s sister, highlighted his 
character and leadership qualities and said 
“he is still not ever satisfied with being 
good enough, and always encourages 
others to be better.” Mr. Egan thanked his 
parents for supporting their “sibling net-
work” of athletes and thanked his “Pingry 
family,” especially coaches, for all of their 
support.



56     THE PINGRY REVIEW SEPTEMBER 2014     57

Bill Reichle with his wife Beth Malone, their  
daughter Catherine (Reichle) Hagen ’00, and 
grandchildren Flynn Hagen and Harlan Hagen.

coach John Wooden—“teacher, mentor, 
and someone I look up to.”

Coach Reichle’s “thank you” list for his 
Pingry successes includes Coaches Lee  
and Manny Tramontana for helping bring 
him to Pingry; current and former Pingry 
coaches and athletics directors; his wife 
Beth and daughter Catherine ’00; and 
many former swimmers. He credits the 
success of Pingry’s teams to passionate 
athletes who have their own pool and take 
training trips. Coach Reichle concluded 
with a quote that has guided him over  
the years: “Always believe you can be the 
best, but never believe you are the best.”

 1994 BASEBALL TEAM
PINGRY’S FIRST NJSIAA NON-PUBLIC CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM

Pingry’s only NJSIAA Parochial 
B North Sectional and State 
Baseball Championships

Seventeen members of the team 
played sports in college, includ-
ing nine who played baseball

Finished 14-6

Coaches Tramontana (head coach) and 
Ted Corvino ’94 (captain) commented 
on the team’s competitiveness and 
championship characteristics, with 
Coach Tramontana declaring, “These are 
the toughest guys I’ve ever coached.” 
They thanked their other Hall of Fame 
coaches, Peter Jones ’77 and Tom 
Johnson ’59, as well as trainer Ken 

Blumberg (father of Dr. Darren 
Blumberg ’88) and all of the parents  
for their unconditional support.  
Coach Corvino said, “We took great 
pride in representing the school,  
especially when the odds were  
against us. We wanted to show others 
that our team deserved respect.  
We were there to win.” 
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The Achievement in the Arts 
Awards were inaugurated in 
2012 to recognize the profes-
sional artistic accomplish-
ments of Pingry alumni and to 
signify that the arts are a criti-
cal part of a Pingry education.

Meredith Ward ’78 has spent three 
decades in the art business and 
opened her own art gallery, Meredith 
Ward Fine Art, on Manhattan’s Upper 
East Side in 2004. Richard York, owner 
of the Richard York Gallery where she 
had been Director and Executive Vice 
President, passed away, “so I decided to 
go out on my own. I had strong rela-
tionships with collectors and museum 
curators, and I felt well-positioned to 

Alumni Honored for Achievements in the Arts
Meredith Ward ’78 (Fine Art), Harry Allen ’82 (Design),  and Chris Bender 
’89 (Film Production)

Drama Department Chair Al Romano, Chris Bender 
’89, Meredith Ward ’78, Harry Allen ’82, Music 
Department Chair Dr. Andrew Moore, and Fine  
Arts Department Chair Miles Boyd.

take the leap. I’m very glad I did—it’s 
incredibly rewarding to select the art 
and artists I want to show and to help 
my clients build great collections.”

Her gallery specializes in American art 
from the 19th century to the present 
and reflects her long-time passion for 
art history. Meredith Ward Fine Art is 
the exclusive representative of the 
estate of John Marin and represents the 
estate of Larry Day, and has long-stand-
ing relationships with museums around 
the country. “Meredith has developed 
the reputation of a scholar and one of 
New York’s most respected art gallery 
owners, and she is held in high esteem 
by the art world,” said Fine Arts 
Department Chair Miles Boyd. “She 
helps people see works by renowned 
artists in a new way.”

Ms. Ward is especially delighted that 
Pingry continues to recognize the 
importance of an arts education. She 

based parts of her acceptance speech 
on a story involving President Obama, 
who had joked about the value of an 
art history degree, but later apologized, 
saying that “art history has helped me 
take in a great deal of joy in my life that 
I might otherwise have missed.” “That 
is the crux of this,” Ms. Ward said. “The 
arts enrich our lives in ways that cannot 
be quantified.”

Harry Allen ’82, one of the first hon-
orees of this award, was recognized in 
person this year since he was unable 
to attend the ceremony two years ago. 
The owner of Harry Allen Design, he is 
an award-winning interior, product, 
and lighting designer for clients 
including Johnson & Johnson, Ikea, 
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A Coiled Stool that Harry Allen ‘82 recently 
launched with Umbra Shift. The interpretation  
uses traditional basket-making techniques from 
the Philippines.

Meredith Ward ‘78 exhibits modern American 
masters.

American Pie and We’re the Millers, movies produced by Chris Bender ’89.

and Estée Lauder. Mr. Boyd observed 
that Mr. Allen “has constantly reinvent-
ed himself,” confirmed by Mr. Allen’s 
declaration in a magazine interview 
that he could never do the same  
thing his whole life. In his acceptance 
speech, he referred to the Hostetter 
Arts Center and its gallery as the “new 
Pingry” compared to his student days: 
“It is a wonderful outlet for creative 
students who can be nurtured and 
encouraged.” 

Pop culture hits such as American Pie 
and We’re the Millers were produced 
by Chris Bender ’89, who spent his 
Pingry days taking creative risks, telling 
stories, and exploring culture through 
art; former Pingry teachers Fred Fayen 
P ’90, ’02 and the late Michael Popp 
noticed his creativity and entrepre-
neurial skills. Mr. Bender founded  
the management and production 
company Benderspink with J.C.  
Spink (a fellow alumnus of Bucknell 
University) and has produced other hit 
movies like Red Eye and Monster-in-
Law; eight of the company’s movies 
have opened at No. 1. “Chris has had 
an amazing, amazing film career,” said 
Drama Department Chair Al Romano 
at the May 8 ceremony.

His own love for movies prompted 
Mr. Bender to go into the movie busi-
ness. Being a producer enables him  
to “help others convey their stories,” 
and he even joked about the “quality” 
of his R-rated comedies to roars of 
laughter from the audience! With 
every movie he produces, Mr. Bender 
pays careful attention to the genre, 
and whether the audience is sup-
posed to laugh, feel scared, be sad,  
or perhaps a combination. “Once  

I know that, [I need to figure out] 
which aspects of the project will 
give us the best shot at realizing 
that experience for the audience, 
and do everything in my power to 
create a filmmaking environment 
that allows those elements to oper-
ate at the highest possible level,”  
he says. 

Credit: M
eredith W

ard Fine Art, N
ew

 York
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Sports photography is how Mr. Morrison 
is best known to the Pingry communi-
ty, having taken thousands of pictures 
of the school’s varsity teams over the 
past decade. Yet, long before sports, 
Mr. Morrison was keenly interested in 
bird watching, mainly to give him 
respite from the rigors of his job as  
a bond broker.

To expand his horizons beyond photos 
of people, he started taking his camera 
on those walks instead of binoculars, 
and he developed a love for nature 
photography. This spring, coinciding 
with his 50th Pingry Reunion, Mr. 
Morrison was proud to display a selec-
tion of his nature photographs in the 
Hostetter Arts Center Gallery for the 
Alumni Art Exhibit. Viewers were 
engaged by images of mountains 
within national parks, birds in wildlife 
refuges, seascapes, and mammals 
(walruses, harp seals, and, of course, 
moose…Mr. Morrison’s company is 
Moose Country Images).

Strolling through the gallery and view-
ing his photos was like a walk through 
nature. Mr. Morrison captures details in 
these scenes with varying focal points 
and depths of field. He capitalizes on 
the soft qualities of early morning and 
late day sunlight, when the sun is not 
directly overhead. “The great thing 
about mountain scenes is that every 
day is a different picture! It’s tempting 
to take a new picture every morning,” 
he says.

Bruce Morrison ’64: Sports Photographer Shows 
an Eye for Nature

Bird’s Eye View
When photographing a bird, Mr. Morrison 
is deliberate about keeping the bird’s eye 
in focus because “the eyes are the win-
dow into the bird, and, if they are not in 
focus, the viewer will lose interest. If they 
are out of focus, then the bird—or mam-
mal, for that matter—looks lifeless.” One 
picture, a woodpecker, is particularly 
impressive for the action it depicts: indi-
vidual splinters of bark flying off a tree as 
the bird pecks away. “Sometimes, you 
luck out,” Mr. Morrison observes, “and, to 
luck out, you have to be in the right place 
at the right time and keep snapping.”

Since earning a master’s degree in 
Environmental Science at the University 
of Montana and deciding to pursue 
nature photography, Mr. Morrison’s imag-
es have been published by the National 
Geographic Society, Wilderness Society, 
New Jersey Audubon Society, Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation, Greater 
Yellowstone Foundation, and other  
organizations. He is also co-author of  
The Photographer’s Guide to the Maine 
Coast: Where to Find Perfect Shots and  
How to Take Them.

Words of Wisdom
“I hope that when people look at my 
photos, they appreciate the beauty of 
nature and try to get out there, enjoy it, 
and maybe save some of it.” 

Top Left: A red-bellied woodpecker at the Green Cay 
Nature Center and Wetlands in Florida.
Top Right: The power of reflection: Canada’s Banff 
National Park.
Above: Harp seals on an ice floe in the Gulf of the  
St. Lawrence River near Quebec. The mother is on 
the right, and her baby is on the left.

Capturing soft sunlight: Otter Cliff in Maine’s Acadia 
National Park.
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The Letter-in-Life Award is the most 
prestigious award bestowed upon a 
graduate by the Pingry Alumni 
Association. First presented in 1938, it 
honors those who, in gaining distinc-
tion for themselves, have brought 
honor to the School. This is the text 
from Mr. Van Wyck’s citation, presented 
at Commencement on June 8.

Bronson Van Wyck is located in 
Tuckerman, Arkansas, population 1,000, 
a surprising place to find a boy from 
Montclair, New Jersey or a Pingry School 
graduate. While Mr. Van Wyck’s activities 
center on farming, they are important 
to the food and water industries and  
to improving the world.

At Pingry, several events shaped Mr. Van 
Wyck. His father’s death caused him to 
feel greater responsibility and simulta-
neously heightened Pingry’s nurturing 
role in his life. Geometry teacher Frank 
Romano drove home discipline, and 
Glee Club Director Antoine du Bourg 
demonstrated patience and passion.

If one individual stands out, it is soccer 
coach and teacher Miller Bugliari ’52, 
who, exceeding the call of duty, tempo-
rarily lived in Mr. Van Wyck’s home after 
his father’s death. Mr. Van Wyck started 
as a soccer bench warmer, but, despite 
playing only two minutes at a time, 
learned intensity and teamwork. 
Through Mr. Bugliari’s encouragement, 
Mr. Van Wyck also played basketball and 
captained the 1963 Tennis Team, and he 
was inducted into Pingry’s Athletics Hall 
of Fame as a member of the undefeated 
1962 Boys’ Soccer and 1962 Boys’ Tennis 
Teams. Through laughter and learning 
in biology class, Mr. Bugliari also taught 
him the value of humor.

At The University of North Carolina,  
Mr. Van Wyck played soccer and  
served as tennis captain his junior and 
senior years when the tennis team  
won the Atlantic Coast Conference 
Championships. He graduated in  
1967 with a B.A. in Political Science  
and received the University of North 
Carolina Educational Foundation Award.

Bronson Van Wyck ’63 Receives Letter-in-Life Award

Mr. Van Wyck then joined the United 
States Marine Corps. He graduated top 
in his class at Officer’s Candidate School 
& Basic School; and served 16 months  
in Vietnam as Infantry Platoon 
Commander and Second Lieutenant. 
Mr. Van Wyck was awarded two Purple 
Hearts and the Bronze Star. During his 
service, the Pingry lesson that everyone 
counts was instrumental in keeping him 
and many others alive. He also served as 
Brigadier General Robert Carney’s Aide 
de Camp and was honorably dis-
charged in 1970.

Partnering with former Governor 
Gaston Caperton, Mr. Van Wyck devel-
oped affordable housing in Charleston, 
West Virginia. In 1973, he received an 
M.B.A. from Harvard Business School 
and began a farming career with his 
wife’s family in Arkansas. With the back-
ing of investors and a Harvard professor, 
Mr. Van Wyck started investing in, devel-
oping, and operating U.S. farmland.

Today, Bronson Van Wyck is the manag-
ing partner of agricultural investment 
partnerships consisting of several thou-
sand acres in two areas. One is the 
Central Valley of California, for the pro-
duction and marketing of fresh citrus 
and wine grapes; and the second is the 
Midwest and the Mississippi Delta, for 

the production of corn, soybeans, cot-
ton, and rice. The major customers are 
Cargill, Robert Mondavi, and Safeway. 
His partnerships annually grow and ship 
over two million citrus cartons. 

With knowledge of California water, Mr. 
Van Wyck served as a liaison between 
the Central Valley Water Districts and 
the Clinton Administration, advising on 
the best practices of water usage. For  
13 years, Mr. Van Wyck has served on 
the board of Winrock International 
(founded by the Rockefeller Family),  
a global non-profit, with over 800 
employees, whose mission is to increase 
economic opportunity and sustain nat-
ural resources. In this period, Winrock’s 
annual revenues increased from $40 
million to over $90 million. Mr. Van Wyck 
has also served as chairman of the 
Arkansas Community Foundation and 
as a board member of the University  
of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
Foundation. Mr. Van Wyck has been 
married to Mary Lynn for 44 years,  
and they have two children and a 
granddaughter.

Pingry is proud to present Bronson Van 
Wyck with the 2014 Letter-in-Life Award, 
recognizing his successes in the agricul-
tural industry and his continuing close 
connections with the School. 

Bronson Van Wyck, Sr. ’63 (third from right) with his brother Trip Van Wyck, son-in-law Ham Morrison,  
brother’s partner Janet Eltinge, granddaughter Mary Lynn Morrison, daughter Mary Lynn Van Wyck  
Morrison, wife Mary Lynn Van Wyck, and son Bronson Van Wyck.
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This past July, the Senate unanimously 
confirmed André Birotte, Jr. ’83 to serve 
as a judge in the United States District 
Court for the Central District of 
California; Mr. Birotte was nominated by 
President Obama and took the oath of 
office on August 8. About 30 years ago, 
Mr. Birotte was following a pre-deter-
mined path to medical school to follow 
in his father’s footsteps as a doctor.

“I was groomed to think that medicine 
was my only career choice, so the ques-
tion of ‘what career do I want’ was 
never really an issue when I was grow-
ing up. But I almost failed chemistry 
class at Tufts University and just didn’t 
find the medical field interesting,” Mr. 
Birotte says. “I began my journey to find 
something else.”

When he delivered the Career Day 
Keynote Speech in January, Mr. Birotte 
used his own story of switching from 
medicine to law to illustrate the idea 
that a person’s career is like a highway, 
not because of anything having to do 
with speed, but because “it is okay to 
switch lanes, take the exit ramp, and 
make wrong turns, because that’s life.” 
Partially inspiring this way of thinking 
was former English teacher Dean Sluyter 
P ’90, ’98, who “encouraged outside-
the-box thinking and said it was okay to 
reach our goals in nontraditional ways.”

Mr. Birotte, influenced by Court TV, took 
the exit ramp from medicine and found 
the entrance ramp to law. “Seeing real 
trials about real issues grabbed me. I 
liked watching lawyers in court, and I 
liked the drama of trials. I am inherently 
a shy person, but I was hooked on the 
drama and storytelling that take place  
in a courtroom.” Mr. Birotte’s shyness 
would eventually dissipate when this 
“Jersey kid” took a self-described “leap 
of faith” to move to California and 
attend Pepperdine University School of 
Law. Because his parents, brother Patrick 
’87, P ’20, and nephew Patrick ’20 are in 
New Jersey, he was forced to be more 
extroverted.

André Birotte, Jr. ’83: A Personal Journey Leads to Law

Fast-forward a few years, during which 
time he was a deputy public defender, 
worked for the United States Attorney’s 
Office, and joined a law firm. In 2001, 
The Los Angeles Police Department 
created the Office of the Inspector 
General, and Mr. Birotte became an 
Assistant Inspector General with the 
assurance that his boss would stay for  
a while. Well, not quite…his boss left 

after a year, so Mr. Birotte took another 
self-described “leap of faith” and 
applied to be Inspector General.

“Until that point in my career, I had 
never applied for a leadership position. 
Now, I had an opportunity to lead the 
organization, but I assumed my chances 
weren’t great. Others encouraged me to 
apply, and I figured the worst that could 
happen was that I wouldn’t get the job. 
I gave it a shot.” In 2003, he became 
Inspector General. What does he think 
of leadership now, reflecting on his new 
responsibilities at the time? “I’m always 
learning! I constantly strive to learn and 
improve my craft, because I don’t think 
it’s wise to ever feel completely com-
fortable in any position. You can always 
improve.”

Next up on the ladder, Mr. Birotte 
became United States Attorney for the 
Central District of California, confirmed 
in 2010 after being nominated by 
President Obama; at Career Day, Mr. 
Birotte made it a point to explain his job, 
since most people talk about “the feds” 

“No matter the field,  
find and cultivate  

mentors...demonstrate 
your enthusiasm  
and commitment  

to excellence.” 

b 
André Birotte, Jr. ’83 

André Birotte, Jr. ’83 addressing questions at a news conference in February 2013, announcing corruption 
charges against California Senator Ronald S. Calderon and his brother Thomas.
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without really knowing what that phrase 
means. In the simplest terms, he was a 
federal prosecutor (reporting to Attorney 
General Eric Holder) who managed an 
office of 265 attorneys and 200 staff 
members and represented the United 
States in cases involving violations of 
federal law and the defense of federal 
agencies. In this role, Mr. Birotte oversaw 
cases that ran the gamut from complex 
fraud schemes to international human 
trafficking conspiracies to the November 
2013 shooting of a TSA agent at Los 
Angeles International Airport.

“This is one of the greatest jobs on  
the planet because I am representing 
the United States and working for the 

Above left: André Birotte, Jr. ’83 speaking with a 
crime victim at a 2011 event in Orange County.
Above right: André Birotte, Jr. ’83 at an event in 
October 2013 to mark Hispanic Heritage Month. 
Pictured are U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals Judge 
Richard A. Paez, USAO paralegal Cris Wilson, Mr. 
Birotte, and United States District Judge Philip S. 
Gutierrez.

Pingry thanks the additional alumni who returned for Career Day

citizens of my district,” he declared at 
Career Day. 

Without any hesitation, he cites three 
constants throughout his career. The 
first is mentors. “None of this could have 
happened without mentors. No matter 
the field, find and cultivate mentors, 
learn about what they do and how they 
got there, and demonstrate your enthu-
siasm and commitment to excellence. 
They will remember you,” he said at 
Career Day.

The others are, of course, Pingry and the 
Honor Code. “Pingry taught me how to 
raise the bar with my work ethic. Integrity 
and good judgment are fundamental 
qualities of being a prosecutor. We make 

them part of our hiring process by pos-
ing hypothetical situations to find out 
how people think. I even tell our attor-
neys that they start with a ‘reservoir of 
good will,’ and they need to make sure  
it stays full by doing the right thing the 
right way all the time,” he says. “It was an 
honor to be able to return to a school 
that gave me so much.” 

Michael Ames ’98 
Media

Dr. Julie Ann Aueron ’05 
Medicine

Blake Beatty ’91 
Public Service

Patrick Birotte ’87 
Education

Scott Buell ’00 
Law

Keith Castaldo ’00 
Public Service

Gregory Cohen ’87 
Sports Management

Dr. Jay Crosby ’96 
Psychology

David Curtis ’90 
Applied Science

Alan Danzis ’99 
Marketing/Advertising

Arlyn Davich ’99 
Entrepreneurship

Caroline Diemar ’99 
Psychology

Dr. Robert Fullilove ’62 
Medicine

Daniel Glazer ’91 
Law

Lance Gould ’83 
Media

John Green ’60 
Public Service

Dr. Ezra Jennings ’89 
Applied Science

Samuel Jurist ’06 
Real Estate

Reed Kean ’86 
Real Estate

Peter Kingsly ’77 
Real Estate

Lisa Kleinman ’02 
Performing Arts

Alexis Knopp ’02 
Finance

Chip Korn ’89 
Entrepreneurship

Jennifer Lee Koss ’96 
Entrepreneurship

Jason Kurz ’03 
Finance

Steven Lipper ’79 
Marketing/Advertising

Scott Loikits ’90 
Visual Arts

Dr. Mark McLaughlin ’83 
Medicine

Marshall McLean ’98 
Law

Christopher Mulvihill ’88 
Entrepreneurship

Jane Sarkin O’Connor ’77 
Media

Christopher Pearlman ’92 
Sports Management

Brian Ramirez ’01 
Entrepreneurship

Michael Roberts ’99 
Finance

Day Rosenberg ’90 
Education

Thomas Ruprecht ’87 
Media

Jonathan Short ’96 
Law

Dr. Gary Silverstrom ’00 
Medicine

Randall Sulcer ’01 
Sports Management

Dr. Aaron Welt ’67 
Psychology

Elizabeth Wight ’03 
Visual Arts

Thomas Williams ’87 
Finance

Jennifer Zoephel ’03 
Performing Arts
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Telling the story of someone 
as wonderfully complex as 
Miller Bugliari ’52 is a daunt-
ing challenge—rather like a 
Pingry soccer team’s goal of 
winning a state champion-
ship against a school five 
times its size. Author Tom 
Behr ’58, designer Gil 
Roessner ’66, and editor 

George Ellis ’66 took on that challenge. 
The result is a richly-illustrated 272-page 
book that traces Miller’s Pingry experi-
ence from 1942, when he entered Pingry 
as a second-grade student, through the 
2013 soccer season. The first biographi-
cal section of the book also includes 
chapters on Miller’s Springfield College 
exploits, his Army adventures and mis-
adventures, his Camp Waganaki years, 
and his extraordinary teaching career. 
The second half of the book is a year-by-
year history of the tremendous accom-
plishments of the soccer teams he has 
coached. The book concludes with a 
chapter on his family, written, as it 
should be, by Elizabeth, Boyce ’90, 
Anthony ’90, and David ’97.

The book captures Miller’s reflections  
on his life-long commitment to Pingry. 
Looking back on his first years as Pingry’s 
soccer coach, he remarked, “Blended 
into my memories of coaching in the 

1960s are recollections of the intensity 
and nervousness that go with that 
responsibility. I was blessed, however, in 
those early days with some fine athletes 
who had the ability to make a fledgling 
coach look good.” Decades later he 
would say, “I hope I have provided all my 
players with lessons in leadership and 
taught them how to compete hard and 
win…or lose…with grace. Of the two,  
I much prefer the first.”

The heart of the book beats in the trib-
utes from his current and former players 
and students, his classmates from Pingry 
and Springfield College, his Pingry col-
leagues, and his friends. Over 160 con-
tributors have added their memories and 
insights on Miller’s impact on their lives.

Miller’s exploits have long since passed 
from legend into myth: climbing the 
Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree; hang-
ing from the top of the Eiffel Tower as 
gendarmes raced frantically to stop what 
they thought was an imminent suicide; 
the running of the bulls in Pamplona; or 
crashing a Kennedy wedding. The book 
relates, for the first time, many of his hilar-
ious, and often hair-raising, antics, illus-
trated by George Ellis’s witty cartoons.

Above all, the book reflects his deep 
concern for people. As Bronson Van 
Wyck ’63 states in the book’s Foreword, 
“It’s not about all the victories and cham-
pionships; it’s about a life of love.” That 

love comes to life in the memories of 
friends like Martin O’Connor ’77. “Most 
people require that you come to them 
for acceptance and affection. With Miller 
it’s just the opposite. He’s always reach-
ing out to you, from a place that’s so 
strongly, unshakably authentic that 
responding to him is the most natural 
thing you could imagine yourself doing.”

Excerpts from the  
Biography section

Eight Decades at the Pingry 
School: The Life & Times of  

Miller A. Bugliari is scheduled 
for publication in the  

spring of 2015.

Eight Decades at The Pingry School:  
The Life & Times of Miller A. Bugliari

“At the end of many of my biology classes, 
wearing his white lab coat and holding a yard-
stick, Miller would move from student to stu-
dent and gently tap them with the yardstick on 
the arm, chest, or shoulder while asking phylum 
questions. …I [applied] Miller’s technique five 
years later as an Army Airborne Ranger lieuten-
ant in Vietnam. I used an M-16 cleaning rod. I’d 
tap my Rangers on the arm, chest, or shoulder 
while asking them questions about the mission. 
Miller used the technique to help kids learn;  
I used it to help my men stay alive.”
Burr Hazen ’66

“You influenced me, Mr. Bio, like no other teacher 
during my time at Pingry! You have filled my life 
with hours and hours of laughs, and, more than 
anything, have taught me how to be a loyal 
friend. Genie, your favorite student of all time.”
Genie Makhlin ’95

“Growing up…we always accepted that we had 
to share our father with a thousand other kids. 
Now, as an adult with five children of my own,  
I can only hope that they will someday have a 
coach, a teacher, or a mentor who is as impor-
tant to them as my father has been to so many.”
Anthony Bugliari ’90
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“Miller is not just the Ghost of Pingry Past, 
haunting recalcitrant school leaders at mid-
night. He is a counselor, a friend, a resource, and 
the source of a wealth of knowledge that can 
help headmasters and trustees fulfill their duties. 
If he is occasionally a bit of a burr under the 
saddle for some, most suffer that gladly, given 
the value he adds. And when someday he is no 
longer around to provide the benefits of his wis-
dom and perspective, future headmasters—
and the school—will be the worse for it.”
Stephan F. Newhouse ’65 
Pingry Trustee

1990 Season—How do you slow down 
a racehorse? Clamp a bulldog to its leg. 
In the Parochial semifinals at the conclu-
sion of a 14-2-1 season, Pingry met St. 
Benedict’s, the No. 1 ranked team in the 
nation, led by All-American Claudio Reyna. 
Miller’s answer to Reyna was 1990 co-
captain Andy Gottlieb. He wasn’t Reyna’s 
match in terms of soccer ability—nobody 
really was. But Gottlieb, co-captain Frank 
Puleo, and the rest of the team fought 
St. Benedict’s to the very end.

1983 Season—After dumping Peddie 
4-0, Pingry met Lawrenceville again. And 
once again, Lawrenceville took an initial 
1-0 lead. But that triggered perhaps the 
best 40 minutes of soccer a Pingry team 
ever played. “We couldn’t do anything to 
stop them,” said Lawrenceville coach 
John King. Freedman’s first-quarter shot 
from deep in the right corner curled into 
the net to tie the game, and DiChiara’s 
follow-up of a Clapcich shot halfway 
through the second period iced it. At 
the end of the game, Tom Hoffman, the 
Lawrenceville goalkeeper, summed it up 
perfectly. “I think they wanted us more 
than we wanted them.”

1974 Season—Westfield coach Jim 
Geohegan stood in the freezing rain in 
the Union County Championship finals 
at Pingry, raising his hands in amaze-
ment at Sean O’Donnell’s winning goal, 
a lunging tap-in off Kim Kimber’s direct 
kick that hit the left post and careened 
into the net. “Like, what the hell just 
happened? Who missed him? We were 
covering O’Donnell man-to-man all day. 
There’s no way in hell that boy should 
have been able to turn like that.”

1970 Season—As the Pingry team 
gathered around Miller in midfield  
prior to the first overtime to decide  
the winner, team captain Ian Shrank 
remembers, “It seemed as if the entire 
Scotch Plains school was on their side-
line chanting ‘We will, we will, rock you! 
Rock You!’ The noise was deafening. 
Miller was kneeling in the center of the 
team, his voice almost gone, pounding 
on the ground with his fist, pleading in 
a hoarse near-whisper: ‘You can do this! 
YOU CAN DO THIS!’ The stress was so 
great I could barely breathe.”

1960 Season—When you look at the 
team photo from Miller’s first year as 
head coach in 1960, he’s there, sitting in 
the second row, staring into the cam-
era—and into the future—with a grim, 
intensely determined look on his face.  
If you didn’t have the caption to go by, 
you might think he was just an especial-
ly mature, hard-nosed senior. 

Excerpts from the  
Soccer section
2008 Season—Going into his senior 
year, captain Will Stamatis summed up 
how he and the other seniors felt about 
the season. “So many factors were at 
work. We had a lot of talent coming 
back; we were very upset at losing in 
the first round of the states last year; 
Coach was in his 50th year at the school 
(and approaching his 700th victory). The 
stars were aligned for something great 
to happen.” And that’s exactly how the 
season played out.

1996 Season—St. Benedict’s had been 
named the No. 1 team in New Jersey in 
1992 and, for an amazing four interrupt-
ed years, had held that title against all 
challengers until 1996, when a new No. 
1 team took their place—The Pingry 
School. In an 18-0-1 season, Pingry 
extended the previous year’s unbeaten 
streak to 40 games, successfully defend-
ed its conference, county, sectional, and 
state championships, and, at the end of 
the season, was ranked the top team in 
New Jersey and the seventh-best team 
in the nation.
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Melanie Nakagawa ’98 loves the out-
doors and has been fortunate to work in 
jobs that allow her to help protect the 
environment. That motivation led her  
to work first at the Natural Resources 
Defense Council, then serve as former 
Senator John Kerry’s Senior Energy and 
Environment Counsel on the U.S. Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, drafting 
legislation to promote carbon reduction 
and clean energy.

When Senator Kerry became Secretary 
of State, Ms. Nakagawa joined his policy 
planning staff to continue working on 
climate change, energy, and the envi-
ronment. A few months into her new 
position at the State Department, she 
spoke to Middle and Upper School stu-
dents on April 2 for the John Hanly 
Lecture Series on Ethics and Morality, 
emphasizing that climate change is of 
particular concern to her. “That is why  
it is rewarding to work for Secretary of 
State Kerry, someone who makes it a 
priority,” she said. In fact, Ms. Nakagawa 
referenced Mr. Kerry’s trip to Indonesia 
this past February to deliver a major 
speech on climate change: “He has so 
many issues taking up time on his cal-
endar, but he always manages to come 
back to climate change.”

Global Citizenship

Connecting the Dots in John Hanly Lecture on 
Ethics and Morality

Trust the Dots
In her lecture, Ms. Nakagawa also refer-
enced a quote by the late Steve Jobs: 
“You can’t connect the dots looking for-
ward. You can only connect them look-
ing backward. So you have to trust that 
the dots will somehow connect in your 
future.” She believes that the tools for 
connecting the dots are based in the 
Honor Code. Ms. Nakagawa explained 
the correlation between the “letter of 
the law” (words) and the “spirit of the 
law” (intent): “When making choices, 
you have to ask yourself if the spirit 
matches the letter. The Honor Code, 
and the ways that you act and think 
now, will stay with you.”

Pingry taught Ms. Nakagawa values that 
she applies to her personal life (support-
ing and respecting others), and the 
Honor Code now gives her confidence 
professionally. For example, when she 
helped write and improve laws for the 
environment—laws that can be contro-
versial—she remained centered and 
kept her conviction by following her 
ethical and moral codes. In her current 
role, it almost goes without saying that 
she confronts ethical questions that 
often fall into a gray area, and Ms. 
Nakagawa again referenced the “spirit  
of the law to guide one’s choices.”

She concluded her remarks by remind-
ing students that they will probably  
not understand the full impact of the 
Honor Code until after they leave 
Pingry, but added, “You don’t need  
a set path, as long as you have the 
Honor Code as a moral compass to 
help you connect the dots.” In conver-
sations with Dr. Megan Jones’ U.S. 
Environmental History class, Pingry’s 
student-led Honor Board, and the 
Green Group, Ms. Nakagawa also  
spoke about the challenges that other 
countries are facing to protect the  
environment and mentioned the 
importance of the upcoming United 
Nations Climate Change Conference  
in Paris (2015).

Established in 1999 by a group of donors 
on the occasion of former headmaster 
John Hanly’s retirement, the John Hanly 
Lecture Series on Ethics and Morality cele-
brates Mr. Hanly’s commitment to teach-
ing students and other members of the 
school community how to make tough 
decisions within an ethical framework. This 
endowed fund enables Pingry to bring a 
variety of speakers to campus to address 
the moral and ethical issues facing all of  
us in the 21st century. 

Melanie Nakagawa ’98 visiting Dr. Megan Jones’ 
Environmental History class.

Melanie Nakagawa ’98 answering a student’s 
question during her lecture.
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Jeremy Goldstein ’91, Justice ShawnDya  
Simpson P ’25, Melanie Nakagawa ’98, event  
host John McManus P ’14, ’16, ’21, and  
PAA President and moderator Chip Korn ’89.

Over 40 guests, including alumni and 
current and past parents, attended 
Pingry’s second industry-focused  
networking event on April 2 at the 
University Club in New York City.  
The evening’s topic was “Excellence 
and Honor in the Practice of Law.”

PAA President Chip Korn ’89 moderat-
ed a panel discussion about the 
Honor Code with event host John 
McManus P ’14, ’16, ’21 (Principal, 
McManus & Associates); Jeremy 
Goldstein ’91 (formerly a Partner, 
Executive Compensation and Benefits, 
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz—he 
now has his own practice); Justice 
ShawnDya Simpson P ’25 (Acting 
Supreme Court Judge in the New  
York City Criminal Court System); and 
Melanie Nakagawa ’98 (member of 
Secretary of State John Kerry’s Policy 
Planning Staff at the U.S. State 
Department), who had delivered  
the John Hanly Lecture on Ethics  
and Morality at Pingry that morning; 
see the previous page.

Pingry Sets the Bar with Second Industry Event
The evening also included a Q&A  
with the audience, during which  
Susan Kraham P ’17, a law professor at 
Columbia Law School, responded to a 
thought-provoking question: how to 
counsel students who wish to pursue a 
law career, but are discouraged by the 
costs of law school, debt, and low job 
placement: “The first and second years 
of law school are loaded with courses 
that attempt to teach critical thinking, 
legal analysis, and an understanding of 
the legal system. At many law schools, 
the third year is an opportunity for 
students to engage in experiential 
learning—in fact, states are beginning 
to require experiential learning and/or 
pro bono service as a qualification for 
admission to the bar. Third year also 
offers an opportunity for students to 
engage in interdisciplinary learning. 
Lawyers need to understand that our 
work is collaborative, often across spe-
cializations and occupations and in an 
increasingly international context.” 

Based on feedback from attend-
ees that they enjoy networking 
with people in their own fields, 
Pingry is working to set up more 
industry-focused events. Our first 
two events served members of 
the Pingry community who work 
in finance and law, and we also 
have plans for the arts, science, 
medicine, and entrepreneurship. 

If you are interested in helping to 
form a group or hosting an event, 
please contact:  

David M. Fahey ‘99 
dfahey@pingry.org 
908-647-5555, ext. 1234
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A Gift of Time: A Memoir
Duane St. John ’50, USMC (Ret.)

This memoir owes 
its existence to the 
positive feedback 
that Mr. St. John 
received from the 
“Write Your Life” 
classes that he 
attended while on 
vacation in Arizona 
in 2008. “The 

group consisted of older people writing 
about their families. Attendees read 
portions of their work for the group to 
critique. When I read some pages from 
a work I had started to write, the group 
was wide-eyed. They thought it was 
great, and that inspired me to keep  
writing,” he says.

The title refers to the fact that Mr. St. 
John almost did not get to live past age 
18; against the odds, and wounded,  
he survived the Battle of the Chosin 
Reservoir, one of the fiercest battles in 
Marine Corps history. “The experience 
was life-changing; it gave me a new set 
of eyes to see the world around me and, 
hopefully, inwardly molded the steward-
ship of my gift of time,” he writes. Along 
with his life story, a chapter about Pingry, 
and many details about his time in the 
Marine Corps, the book includes his 
moving Keynote Address to the 238th 
U.S.M.C. Birthday Ball in 2013, one of  
the proudest moments of his life.

Mr. St. John is donating all proceeds from 
the sale of the book to the Semper Fi 
Fund, a nonprofit organization that pro-
vides financial assistance and lifetime 
support for injured and critically-ill service 
members from the Marine Corps, Army, 
Navy, Coast Guard, and Reserves. “The 
book is basically for family, but it helps  
a good cause,” he says, and he feels 
strongly about the value of memoirs, 
overall. “You owe it to your family to write 
a memoir. Otherwise, how will anyone 
know about your life and understand 
what made you the person you are? You 
can keep thousands of pictures on discs, 
but they don’t really ‘tell’ your story. Keep 
notes for later, to put a story together.”

Pingry in Print: New Books by Alumni
Available for $17.75 plus delivery at 
www.blurb.com/b/5146604-a-gift- 
of-time-a-memoir, or, for a signed copy, 
send a check for $22.00 to Mr. St. John 
at 333 Calhoun Avenue, Destin, Florida 
32541-1507.

Preemptive Strike: A Novel
John H. Scully ’62

Mr. Scully’s first 
novel, inspired by 
true events, is a 
spy thriller that 
takes the reader 
back to 1953, when 
the Soviets are 
winning the Cold 
War. Their intercon-
tinental nuclear 

missile program is five years ahead of 
America’s, but lacks a critical piece of 
technology—warhead shield material 
to protect the missile on reentry. The 
Kremlin knows that America has this 
technology and enlists the help of an 
American-embedded spy to obtain the 
secret. One young FBI agent stands 
between her and nuclear destruction  
of the United States.

“When I was a new eighth-grade stu-
dent at Pingry, I recall the shock of the 
news of the launching of the first  
satellite, Sputnik. We all assumed that 
the Russians also had proven that they 
could attack us with nuclear armed 
missiles, and we had no ability to  
strike back with a similar weapon.  
Very scary!” Mr. Scully says. “I wrote  
the book to dramatize this well-kept 
Soviet secret. I hoped to create a better 
appreciation of how terribly vulnerable 
we were to Russian nuclear attack by 
ICBM missiles between 1957 and 1961 
and infuse that into an exciting piece 
of historical fiction.”

Mandalay Vision has since acquired 
screen rights to Preemptive Strike, 
which has been praised by Mandalay 
and former CIA Director George  
Tenet for its storytelling, impeccable 
research, and suspense. Mr. Scully 
envisions the movie as “The Bourne 
Identity meets JFK.”

Still Writing: The Pleasures 
and Perils of a Creative Life
Dani Shapiro ’80

“It is my hope 
that—whether 
you’re a writer or 
not—this book will 
help you to discov-
er or rediscover 
the qualities nec-
essary for a cre-
ative life,” writes 
Ms. Shapiro, best-

selling author of Devotion and Slow 
Motion. Her new book, a combination of 
memoir and advice, takes a humorous 
and practical look at the challenge of 
storytelling.

Personal stories about what formed her 
as a writer, stories from other authors, 
reflections on her creative process,  
and lessons learned from over 20 years 
of teaching and writing inform the  
wisdom and inspiration in Still Writing. 
Notably, the content in this book 
helped convince Writer’s Digest maga-
zine to invite Ms. Shapiro to deliver  
the opening Keynote Address at the 
Writer’s Digest Annual Conference in 
New York City this past August.

The Entrepreneurial Bible 
to Venture Capital: Inside 
Secrets from the Leaders  
in the Startup Game
Andrew Romans ’89

In this book, 40 
leading venture 
capitalists offer 
their collective wis-
dom and lessons 
learned to teach 
entrepreneurs how 
to succeed with 
startups. Topics 
include how to 

raise angel and venture capital funding, 
how to build value in a startup, know-
ing when to change tactics, and how to 
exit. Contributing authors include Tim 
Draper (Founder of DFJ), Gary Johnson 
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(Director of Corporate Development at 
Facebook), and Katherine Barr (General 
Partner at Mohr Davidow Ventures). Mr. 
Romans, a General Partner at Rubicon 
Venture Capital, wants to “help all par-
ticipants in the venture capital ecosys-
tem be more successful in dealing with 
those rocky paths.”

House of Wonder
Sarah Enderlin Healy ’95

Ms. Healy writes 
about her second 
novel, “A woman’s 
oddball twin 
brother and beau-
ty queen mother 
become suspected 
of thefts in their 
suburban neigh-
borhood. The pro-

tagonist’s childhood home, where her 
mother and brother still live, is central to 
the story and, in many ways, represents 
how and what we normalize. In our 
youth, we view things through a lens  
of wonder, which can be difficult to  
reconcile in adulthood.”

Super Grains & Seeds: 
Wholesome Ways to Enjoy 
Super Foods Every Day
Amy Ruth (Barr) Finegold ’98

Grains and seeds 
are packed with 
vitamins and fiber 
and are known  
to support the 
immune system 
and well-being, 
but most people 

do not have enough of these foods in 
their diets—missing out on both the 
health benefits and the flavors. Amy 
Ruth has embraced them and, in her 
book, features recipes such as pineap-
ple bran muffins; summer melon soup 
with tamarind; wheatberry salad with 
apples and pecans; millet-stuffed acorn 
squash and lamb chops with a warm 
quinoa apricot salad; peach pie with  
a sunflower seed crust; and peanut  
butter quinoa cookies. 

Adapted from Amazon.com.

Chapter Eight, “Puritan Parisians: 
American Art Students in Late 
Nineteenth-Century Paris,” from

A Seamless Web: 
Transatlantic Art in the 
Nineteenth Century
Dr. Emily Burns ’99
Edited by Cheryll L. May and Marian Wardle

Dr. Burns explains 
that the essays 
essays in this book 
explore the trans-
national dialogue 
around the  
production of 
American art.  
Dr. Burns’ chapter 
considers how 

American moral innocence—grounded 
in the figure of the Puritan—became  
a motif that American artists in Paris 
adopted to emphasize their national 
identity. “This research is groundbreak-
ing, in part, because Americans in Paris 
are often described as totally integrating 
into the French art world, and these 
findings uncover the opposite in many 
cases. The chapter draws from popular 
novels, paintings, and social practices  
of American artist clubs to find the  
discourse of American Puritanism 
appearing in many venues,” she says.

Rags to Roses: The Rise of 
Stanford Football
Sam Fisher ’10

With Stanford Daily 
beat writers Joseph 
Beyda and George 
Chen

The Stanford 
Cardinal’s resur-
gence from 2006 
to 2012 marked 
one of the most 
remarkable trans-

formations in college football history—
at one of the most remarkable times  
in college football history.

In the era of the spread, a finesse 
offense reinvented itself as a physically-
imposing, run-first attack that used 
more tight ends and fullbacks on a sin-
gle drive than most of its opponents 

had on their rosters. In the era of short 
college careers followed by lucrative 
professional ones, a once-in-a-genera-
tion quarterback stayed the course  
for a third shot at a conference title. In 
the era of recruiting violations at USC, 
improper benefits at Ohio State, a lack 
of institutional control at Miami, and 
altered grades at Auburn, a team at an 
elite university that had never gone  
to four consecutive bowls or won 11 
games (and was on the heels of the 
worst season in school history) decided 
to become one of the most confident 
—and most successful—programs in 
the country.

This book’s narrative, combining inter-
views with 30 current and former play-
ers and coaches, examines how the 
Stanford football program escaped its 
darkest moments in 2006 to win the 
Pac-12 Championship and the Rose 
Bowl Game six years later. The book 
was originally going to be a collection 
of archived stories after Stanford beat 
Wisconsin in the 2013 Rose Bowl, but 
research proved that a book was best. 
“Stanford had proven that it could be 
one of the top teams in the country 
and win the Rose Bowl without Jim 
Harbaugh, Andrew Luck, or Toby 
Gerhart. Everything after that game 
would be different, because Stanford  
is now considered an elite program by 
pretty much everyone in the country. 
We wanted to chronicle the rise that 
put them there,” Mr. Fisher says.

Through his work with Stanford 
Athletics, Mr. Fisher has realized the sim-
ilarities to his time as a student-athlete 
at Pingry. “Many people doubt that 
schools with high levels of academic 
rigor can succeed athletically, yet Pingry 
and Stanford both manage to succeed 
at the highest level in the classroom 
and on the field. The story of the true 
student-athlete is always the most fun 
to tell, and there are a few great ones  
in this book,” he says.

Parts of this description are adapted from  
Amazon.com 

Editor’s Note: These books are available 
from online retailers, except where 
noted. For additional information. 
please contact Greg Waxberg ’96 at 
gwaxberg@pingry.org or 908-647-5555, 
ext. 1296.
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Where are They Now?

Sean Michael Salamon ’10 Continues His Musical 
Studies in London

Already at age 22, Sean Michael 
Salamon ’10 is an accomplished com-
poser of orchestral, choral, chamber, 
vocal, and ballet music, as well as a 
vocalist and music director.

This fall, he enters London’s Royal 
Academy of Music to pursue an M.A. in 
Music Composition with the goal of 
becoming a professional composer.  
Sean has long been interested in British 
music and culture, partially because Latin 
teacher Tom Varnes shared his affinity for 
music by 20th century British composers. 
The Royal Academy will allow Sean “to 
learn from British composers who grew 
up in the British ethos of music, with a 
native ear for British styles.”

Sean graduated from Carnegie Mellon 
University in May with a B.F.A. in Music 
Composition, honors from the 
University and School of Music, and 
both Harry G. Archer Awards for com-
position (orchestra and string quartet). 
He delivered the School of Music’s 
Commencement address, urging his 

fellow graduates to abandon tried-and-
true career models and always say 
“yes” to opportunities.

While at Carnegie Mellon, Sean served 
as Composer-in-Residence for 
Pittsburgh’s Trinity Cathedral (a position 
filled at the discretion of the cathedral’s 
music director). As a music director, he 
led the CMU Originals, an all-male a 
cappella group, for two years. He found-
ed Ping, a five-voice ensemble, to per-
form early choral music, and the group 
was Ensemble-in-Residence at the 2013 
Strings Music Festival in Colorado.  
This April, for CMU’s student theatre 
Scotch’n’Soda Theatre, he collaborated 
with Cassie Osterman ’09 on the musi-
cal The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee; Sean was music director 
and Cassie was production manager.

Sean’s music has been performed by 
amateur and professional ensembles in 
15 countries, many of whom found his 
music at IMSLP.org, the International 
Music Score Library Project, and many 
of his pieces have resulted from 
requests. “It is always an honor when 
my fellow musicians like my music 
enough to ask that I write a piece for 
them,” Sean says.

At Pingry, Sean sang with The 
Buttondowns, valuable experience for 
his development as a composer. “I was 
able to write anything, and we would 
learn it and perform it. I could observe 
repeatedly what went well, and not so 
well, in the musical arrangement, and do 
it better next time. It was a laboratory for 
vocal writing,” he says. He also appeared 
in Pingry productions of The Pirates of 
Penzance, The Crucible, Les Misérables, 
Falsettos, The Comedy of Errors, Sweeney 
Todd, and The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee, which he directed, 
designed, and produced with Lillie 
Ricciardi ’10. 

Sean Michael Salamon ’10 with the Open Univer-
sity Orchestra at Open University in Milton Keynes, 
England, on October 25. The orchestra had just 
performed the world premiere of his piece, Varia-
tions in Memoriam Alan Turing.
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Alumni Events

Alumni Events
[ 1 ]  Alumni Squash Match:  Mark Shtrakhman ’16, 
Michael Beck ’13, Henry Gadsden ’11, Sam Scherl ’17, 
Derek Hsue ’14, Maulin Hemani ’14, George Zachary 
’14, William Moore ’10, Chris Zachary ’19, David Kerr 
’10, Maggie O’Toole ’05, Squash Head Coach Ramsay 
Vehslage, Martin Bawden ’10, Alessandra Ruggiero ’15,  
and Liz Herman ’14.   Back-from-College Luncheon:  
[ 2 ]  Hayley Advokat ’13, Raigne Adler ’13, Jaime Ferns 
’13, and Billy Porges ’13.  [ 3 ]  Madison Taylor ’12, 
Eleanor Johnson ’12, Maggie Morash ’12, and Elizabeth 
Morash ’09.  [ 4 ]  Alumni and seniors mingling in the 
Lower Commons.

3

4

1 
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Alumni Events
New York City Reception: Hosted by Polly and Terry 
O’Toole and their children Maggie ’05 and Brian ’08.   
[ 5 ]  Michael Takiff ’73, John Navin ’77, and Jean 
Amabile Telljohann ’77.  [ 6 ]  Denis Shmuler, Kira 
Shmuler (Parents ’23), and Don Wiss ’68.  [ 7 ]  John 
Stamatis ’05, Caitlin Demkin ’07, and Will Stamatis ’09.   
[ 8 ]  Steve Herbes, Ben Lehrhoff ’99, Kristin Sostowski 
’93, Aimee Sostowski ’97, and Dominik Zurakowski.   
[ 9 ]  Hosts Polly O’Toole, former trustee Terry 
O’Toole (Parents ’05, ’08), and Maggie O’Toole ’05.   
[ 10 ]  Kelley Finlayson ’06, Charlotte Williams ’06, 
and former staff member David Greig ’98.  [ 11 ]  
Rachel Naar ’08, Maureen Brady ’08, and Jessica  
Zhao ’08.  [ 12 ]  Greg Gianis ’09, Margot Gianis ’06, 
and Dr. John Gianis, Jr. ’73, P ’03, ’06, ’09.
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Alumni Events
Naples Reception: Hosted by Barbara and Robert Gibson ’66
[ 13 ]  Mary Ann Smith GP ’16, ’21 and Leah Mueller.  
[ 14 ]  Hilton Jervey ’57 and Georgia Jervey (Parents ’78, ’82).  
[ 15 ]  C. Frederick Mueller ’53.  [ 16 ]  Delray Beach Recep-
tion: Hosted by Honorary Trustee Bill Beinecke ’31, P ’61, ’64  –  
Sitting: Jane Engel P ’67, ’70 and Honorary Trustee Bill Beinecke 
’31, P ’61, ’64 (host). Other attendees included Headmaster Nat 
Conard P ’09, ’11, Special Assistant to the Headmaster Miller 
Bugliari ’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20, Jeff Hodde ’65, former teacher 
Amelia Wenk, Janie Lewis, Pamela Lewis, Dr. Michael Lewis ’67, 
Martine Rogers ’88, Tom Clingan, Kathleen Clingan (Parents 
’97, ’03), Shari Solomon Cedar ’88, Alex Bonner P ’20, ’23, ’25, 
Polly O’Toole P ’05, ’08, Doug Daft GP ’20, former PAA President 
and former trustee Jubb Corbet, Jr. ’50, P ’77, ’78, Delphine 
Daft GP ’20, Joan Corbet P ’77, ’78, Elizabeth Bugliari P ’86, ’90, 
’97, GP ’20, and Doug Bookbinder ’98.  Pingry Sets the Bar: 
Excellence in the Practice of Law:  [ 17 ]  Aris Dutka ’00, 
Stephanie DeVos ’03, Kristin Sostowski ’93, and Sam Ranade 
’99.  [ 18 ]  Matthew Guest P ’20, ’23, ’25, Amy Catapano ’00, 
Nicole Cohen ’00, and Mike Grandis ’91.  [ 19 ]  Vero Beach 
Reception: Hosted by Joan and Robert McIlwain P ’77, ’79, ’81, ’85  
–  Attendees included Headmaster Nat Conard P ’09, ’11, Robert 
McIlwain P ’77, ’79, ’81, ’85, Anne Bunn P ’78, ’80, ’82, ’83, former 
trustee Charles Thomas, Sue Thomas (Parents ’88, ’90, ’92), John 
Davis ’58, Leslie Springmeyer ’08, former Lower School teacher 
and Director of Admission Nicki Doggett, Stanley Doggett (Par-
ents ’89), former trustee Freeman Bunn ’53, P ’78, ’80, ’82, ’83, 
Special Assistant to the Headmaster Miller Bugliari ’52, P ’86, ’90, 
’97, GP ’20, former Lower School teacher Susanne Alford, Bry-
ant Alford (Parents ’92, ’95), Trustee Steve Newhouse ’65, Judy 
Newhouse (Parents ’95, ’97, ’99), Elizabeth Bugliari P ’86, ’90, ’97, 
GP ’20, former PAA President and former trustee Bob Pyle ’56,  
P ’91, Nancy St. John, Duane St. John ’50, and Joan McIlwain  
P ’77, ’79, ’81, ’85.  [ 20 ]  Princeton College Luncheon:  Alex 
Daifotis ’10, Ed Xiao ’12, Pingry Fund Co-Director Holland Sun-
yak ’02, Director of College Counseling Tim Lear ’92, Brian Costa 
’13, Bozhena Lisko ’10, Nicholas Gilligan ’10, and Mac Hugin 
’13.  [ 21 ]  Princeton Reception:  Hosted by Dr. Jennifer Winell 
’88 and Tom Keating  –  Front row: Honorary Trustee Helmut 
Weymar ’54, Dr. William Burks ’51, Jacquie Phares, Woody Phares 
’47, and Jennifer Nahvi-Sickles ’95. Back row: John Skowronski 
’85, Christy Dermody ’87, Dr. Jennifer Winell ’88 (host), former 
school counselor Pat Lionetti P ’85, ’88, ’89, Will Sickles, Douglas 
Clarke ’02, former English teacher John Cooper, Judy Burks, 
Jonathan Robustelli ’90, Matthew Adriance P ’07, ’09, former 
staff member Diane Scalera, Headmaster Nat Conard P ’09, ’11, 
Andrew Supron ’14, and English teacher Tom Keating (host).

20

21
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Alumni Events
[ 22 ]  Washington, D.C. Reception:  Hosted by John Boffa ’72 – Attendees 
included Headmaster Nat Conard P ’09, ’11, Special Assistant to the Headmaster 
Miller Bugliari ’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20, Darina Shtrakhman ’08, Josh Freedman 
’07, former teacher and former Dean of Students David Koth ’47, Pingry Fund 
Co-Director Holland Sunyak ’02, Evan Rosenman ’08, Ameesha Sampat ’06, Sean 
Love ’83, John Green ’60, Douglas Clarke ’02, Michael Renda ’00, Dr. Alexa Gale 
’99, Scott Siler ’99, John Boffa ’72 (host), Sean Kulkarni ’98, Liz Nguyen ’03, former 
English teacher Laura (Yorke) Kulkarni ’98, William Busker ’64, Andrew Sartorius 
’09, John Alexander ’47, Dr. Jessica Merkel-Keller ’00, Sally Alexander, and former 
biology teacher Tommie Hata.  [ 23 ]  Pingry Faculty on the Road to New York 
City:  Science teacher Jeffrey Jenkins, Julianne Coxe, Shelby Bartlett ’08, Katie 
Parsels ’09, Leslie Springmeyer ’08, Jordan Shelby ’08, and French teacher Gail 
Castaldo P ’00.   [ 24 ]  Golf Outing:  Tammye Jones P ’16, ’19, Menekse Robin-
son P ’09, ’11, Ann O’Connell ’85, and Trustee Genesia Perlmutter Kamen ’79, P ’11, 
’13. [ 25 ]  John McManus P ’14, ’16, ’21, Matthew McManus ’21, Chris Colella P 
’21, and Christian Colella ’21.  [ 26 ]  Jim Stamatis P ’05, ’09, Jerry Fechter P ’05, ’09, 
’13, John Stamatis ’05, and Brad Fechter ’05.  [ 27 ]  Jeffrey Treut ’95, Tom Trynin 
’79, and J. Gregory Hockman ’80. 
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Ask the Archivist
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Cleaning the Elizabeth River on Earth Day
Do you recognize anyone in this photo or remember when it was taken?  
Please contact Greg Waxberg ’96 at gwaxberg@pingry.org or 908-647-5555, ext. 1296.

Thanks to Rob Gibby, Jr. ’60, P ’87 and  
Dave Rogers ’61 for responding about the 
“Gathering on the Hillside Campus” photo  
that appeared on page 46 of the March 2014 
issue. They believe the picture was taken  
at the dedication ceremony for the Hillside 
Campus in 1953. As Mr. Rogers writes,  
“Notice the unfinished sidewalk and the  
lack of a curb.”

1. Toni Bristol ’41
2. Larry Stokes
5. Mary Atwater P ’63
7. Mrs. Clayton, Lower School teacher
8. Vince Lesneski
9. Mildred Clifford, Grade 3 teacher

The unnumbered man in the front of  
the picture, with his back to the camera, 
might be Albie Booth.
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In the late 1940s and early ’50s, Parker 
Road along the Pingry athletics field was 
lined with assorted cars, ranging from 
1930s Model A Fords to souped-up V-8 
coupes, a street roadster or two, some 
miscellaneous jalopies, and a few newer 
family convertibles. These were the cars 
of the Pingry seniors, driven to school to 
prove their drivers’ independence and 
driving competence. After school lunch, 
the seniors typically gathered in their 
street-side senior territory for a few min-
utes of free time to admire their cars  
and crowd around for a photographer 
to record the event, which resembled  
a Ringling Brothers crowd of clowns 
swarming over the favored car; for years, 
these photos were carried in the annual 
Blue Book. There were demonstrations 
of Bermuda bells, flaming exhausts, and 
gravel-scattering take-offs witnessed by 
underclassmen lined up on the other 
side of the school fence. Were there 
complaints from Pingry’s neighbors? 
Probably, but not that we knew.

It was a post-war phenomenon that 
Pingry seniors could afford to buy a  
10- or 15-year-old “jalopy” and learn to 
repair, paint, and improve it, so as to 
drive it to school and show it off. After 

On Pingry Row –1950
By Robin (Ralph) Porter ‘51

decades of riding cooped up in old 
buses or faculty cars, our seniors proudly 
exhibited their personal transport on 
Pingry Row. Much of the impetus to own 
a car and drive it to school was surely an 
expression of both new-found 18-year-
old freedom and the important role of 
the car in the growing independence of 
the teenaged social life of the time.

In the spring of 1950, brother Jim Porter 
’53 and I purchased a ’36 rumble seat 
Ford Coupe and set about making it 

road-worthy. We found it in the Newark 
News for sale by a Vet for $50.00 cash, 
which we had from mowing lawns and 
such. We were the original tyro mechan-
ics, learning by doing and watching the 
older neighborhood teenagers work on 
their cars. We learned patience, step-by-
step repairs, and when to call a profes-
sional. Our parents smiled wryly and 

Above: The Class of 1948 takes over Pingry Row.
Below: The Class of 1950, assembled on Pingry Row.
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stood back. We drove this trophy back 
to Summit. Nobody in the neighbor-
hood could have missed us. The muffler 
was missing. We washed, vacuumed, 
and polished for that first trip to 
Elizabeth. We made it without incident.

On a given school day, there were 
probably a half dozen or more senior 
cars on Pingry Row. Surely, Jack 
Coogan’s beautiful Model A roadster 
was there, and Roy Cowell’s sharp, baby 
blue lady-killer two-door sedan, and 
Bob Nelson’s famous “rocket-assisted” 
coupe. Bob had ingeniously hooked up 
spark plugs to the dual exhaust, and 
when he leaned down the fuel mixture 
he got foot-long flames out the rear 
and a cheer from the onlookers. Little 
did Bob know this experience would 
anticipate his Navy career as a fighter 
jet pilot. One day, riding to school on 
Route 22 with Jack Coogan in his beau-
teous “A,” I mistakenly signaled that my 
side was clear. It was not. The resulting 
damage from the car following closely 
behind was probably moderate, proba-
bly because of Mr. Ford’s heavy gauge 
steel. I can’t recall if I made good with 
Jack for the repairs. I hope so, but I 
don’t think he invited me to ride with 
him soon again. Years later, Jack wrote 
his granddaughter that an earlier car,  
a ’34 convertible, “was the hottest set  
of wheels in N.J.”

Bill Hillbrant ’48 was known to his  
classmates as a car guy. As Bill tells it, 
“Mother gave me a set of keys to the 
family car during the war years…it 
didn’t take me long to learn I could  
get the car (a ’41 Dodge sedan) up to 
almost 40 m.p.h. in our long driveway 
before slamming on the brakes and 
sliding to a stop. Later, mother would 
occasionally let me take the Dodge to 
school. One lunchtime, we decided  
to take a cruise. Jim Bradley ’48, Bill 
Brawley ’48, and Marshall Foster ’48 
were with us. As I started to pull away 
from the curb, Bill announced he had 
forgotten something and opened his 
(rear) door. The Dodge had front open-
ing (suicide) rear doors. Bill’s door 
snagged a telephone pole. I reversed 
gears, but Jim had opened his front 
door. So, we had managed to simulta-
neously spring both the front and rear 
doors. That evening, I tried to explain 
to Dad…”

Apparently, mothers’ roles in coaching 
sons’ driving were not unusual. I was 
also encouraged and coached by my 
mother. The “final exam” for me was a 
roundtrip through the Holland Tunnel 
alongside those huge chain drive 
trucks! It was harrowing, but I passed. 
Mary Coogan writes that Jack’s mother 
taught him to drive, too. He was “a 
superb student,” but not such an 
expert mechanic. One day, fixing the 
radiator, he blew off the cap and had 
an unexpected shower.

It turns out that there were two Jeeps 
in the Class of 1951. Jeeps were plentiful 
and cheap. Judge Landis’ Jeep is pic-
tured in the ’51 Blue Book, crowded 
with classmates. Judge says his was a 

Above: The Class of 1951 goes to the football rally, 
by jeep.  Below: The Class of 1949 takes a Good 
Humor break.

Ford and that he patched several bullet 
holes. The Hanaway Jeep was found, by 
chance, in a gas station and bought on 
the spot. Joe Hanaway ’51 and brother 
Bill Hanaway ’47 used it for transporta-
tion and recreation. Joe recalls asking 
for the family sedan to drive to a Pingry 
dance. His father cautioned that snow 
was expected and to take the Jeep. It 
did snow. But Joe and Jim Horning ’51 
and their dates in long dresses drove 
through it without difficulty. Phil 
Heston ’51 remembers a cold winter 
trip in Joe’s Jeep to Middletown, 
Connecticut to look over Wesleyan 
University. Phil says it took him two 
days to warm up afterward.

For many Pingrians of the ’40s and ’50s, 
the car experience stayed with us 
through life. Brother Jim has a collec-
tion of Dodge 1920s “depot hacks,” a 
’38 Ford Woody, and a Model T. Bob 
Pierson ’53 has a lovely collection of 
vintage fire trucks. I have a 1952 Navy 
Jeep, carefully restored from parts res-
cued from the former Quonset NAS 
[Naval Air Station] dump. “On Pingry 
Row” is a fondly-remembered moment 
in time. Do you have a memorable 
Pingry car story that you would retell? 
Let’s hear it! For instance, I would like to 
know about the ’40s “Car Club” behind 
the Lower School; and what about 
those apocryphal tales of racing on 
Route 22…? 
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Contact Assistant Director of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving  
Tara Enzmann at tenzmann@pingry.org, The Pingry School,  
131 Martinsville Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920.

Share all
your news! 

1931
WILLIAM S. BEINECKE P ’61, ’64 
is the 2014 recipient of The Cyril 
and Beatrice Baldwin Pingry Family 
Citizen of the Year Award. Read 
more on page 18.

1947
DAVID KOTH moved from Ojai, 
California to Fredericksburg, 
Virginia and enjoyed a visit from 
BILL BUSKER ’64, down from 
Alexandria for lunch.

1950
DUANE ST. JOHN writes, “Nancy 
and I had a delightful lunch with 
ALAN GRUENING on April 2. We 
drove up from Green Valley to 
Tucson, and he drove down from 
Apache Junction (about a two-
hour drive in his almost-50-year-
old Porsche). This is not the first 
time we have hooked up. We met 
him when we were in Green Valley 
in 2008 when I took a course ‘Write 
Your Life,’ which resulted in A Gift 
of Time: A Memoir, published this 

March (read more on page 68). 
Alan, a car, military, and aviation 
enthusiast, really enjoyed the 
book, and a good deal of luncheon 
conversation was [about] both the 
Korean War and Pingry chapters. 
Alan has had some health issues, 
but seems to have conquered 
them and is enjoying life in Arizona. 
I have corresponded with him 
since our meeting in 2008 and am 

The New Jersey State Bar 
Foundation presented its highest 
award, the Medal of Honor for 
outstanding contributions to 
improving the state’s justice sys-
tem, to Elizabeth attorney and 
former PSPA President and trust-
ee RAYMOND S. LONDA, ESQ. 
’57, P ’88, ’91. He was honored 
on June 11 for nearly five decades 
of distinguished practice.

“Ray is highly deserving of the 
Medal of Honor,” said New Jersey 
State Bar Foundation President 
Louis H. Miron. “He has demon-
strated an extraordinary level of 
professional excellence in the 
practice of law, in his dedication 
to our profession, and in improv-
ing New Jersey’s justice system. 
Ray speaks with great wisdom, compassion, and eloquence that 
demands both respect and admiration. He has been actively involved 
with the Foundation for many years and has been personally involved 
with increasing the public’s appreciation for the law and the image of 
lawyers and the judiciary overall.”

“I am humbled to be associated with other recipients of this award 
whom I admire and respect, not the least of whom is [co-Medal of 
Honor awardee] Justice Hoens, with whom anyone would be proud 
to share such an honor,” said Mr. Londa, a former president of the 
New Jersey State Bar Foundation.

Admitted to the Bar in 1965, Mr. Londa has spent all of his legal career 
practicing in Union County, establishing a strong relationship with 
the Union County Bar Association, of which he served as president in 
1985. Eric G. Kahn, Esq., who nominated Mr. Londa for the award, 
cited his exemplary performance: “Ray Londa is a lawyer’s lawyer and 
a gentleman. There is no lawyer in Union County, or in the State of 
New Jersey, who deserves this award more than Mr. Londa. The 
Union County Bar Association is proud to count him as a loyal mem-
ber of our organization, was proud to nominate him for this great 
honor, and is extremely proud that he has been selected to receive 
this award along with Justice Hoens.”

Commenting on Pingry’s influence on his career, Mr. Londa says, “The 
Honor System and the relationships that I developed with faculty and 
classmates taught me the importance of honesty and truthfulness.  
I have tried throughout my career to follow those traits.”

Mr. Londa received a B.A. from Colgate University in 1961 and a J.D. 
from Rutgers School of Law-Newark in 1964. After serving as Assistant 
Union County Prosecutor, he was appointed Special Deputy Attorney 
General of New Jersey, ultimately serving as First Assistant Elizabeth 
City Attorney from 1971 to 1977. Since 1977, he has been in private 
practice, first with his father, then as a solo practitioner, and currently 
in partnership with Felice T. Londa. He is a Fellow of the American Bar 
Association and a Master of the Richard J. Hughes American Inn of 
Court. Mr. Londa has also served on numerous New Jersey State Bar 
Association committees and had several appointments to commit-
tees of the Supreme Court of New Jersey.

“My father was my hero, and I always wanted to be a lawyer—I was 
too squeamish at the sight of blood to be a doctor. My mother taught 
me that, whatever you do, do it to the best of your ability, and that’s 
what I’ve tried to do in the practice of law,” he says.

Raymond S. Londa, Esq. ’57 Receives 
State Bar Foundation’s Medal of Honor

Raymond S. Londa, Esq. ’57 and 
his wife Mary Claude Reyna at the 
New Jersey State Bar Foundation’s 
Annual Medal of Honor Awards  
Dinner Reception.

ED CISSEL ’39 shares this 50th Reunion picture, taken in 1989, for the 
Class of 1939. Top row: C. RANDOLPH MYER ’39, ALBERT PITCHER 
’39, WILLIAM WOODWARD ’39, DAVID WILSON ’39, GROVER 
HOLDER ’39, and HARRY WHELLER ’39. Bottom row: JOHN 
BROWN ’39, GEORGE LOWDEN ’39, ED CISSEL ’39, and JOHN 
MANVEL ’39.

Credit: Laurie Kane/The D
estin Log

Duane St. John ’50 with a copy of his 
new book.

Class Notes
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1959
DICK MITCHELL was on a busi-
ness trip to China in May, negotiat-
ing a contract with a client. He’s 
already marked his calendar for 
Reunion 2019 so he can celebrate 
’59’s 60th!

1960
JOHN GREEN, a retired member 
of the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA), spoke to juniors and seniors 
about careers in public service dur-
ing Pingry’s annual Career Day. He 
started his career in the Marine 
Corps Reserves before becoming a 
military analyst, instructor, and 
recruiter for the CIA. Most recently, 
John was a sixth-grade teacher in 
Washington, D.C.

1962

DR. ROBERT FULLILOVE spoke 
to juniors and seniors in the medi-
cine session during Pingry’s annual 
Career Day. He is a professor of 
Sociomedical Sciences as well as 
the Associate Dean for Community 
and Minority Affairs at the Mailman 
School of Public Health, Columbia 
University. Robert has published 
extensively about minority health 
in the U.S., focusing on the HIV/
AIDS epidemic.

In Grade 4, my teacher was Miss 
MABEL PREVOST, one of Pingry’s 
greatest teachers. Our music teacher 
was Miss CHARLOTTE WILLIS, a fine 
teacher in her own right, who had 
recently joined the faculty. They gave 
us an assignment to write a biography 
of a great classical composer.  
I thought this would be no problem, 
given my interest in classical music 
and the fact that I frequently listened 
to the New York Philharmonic and The 

Voice of Firestone on radio. I could easily do a biography about Haydn, 
Mozart, or Beethoven. We were then told to choose an individual com-
poser’s name “out of a hat.” I figured I would still have a good chance 
of selecting a composer with whom I was reasonably familiar.

When I confidently took my chance, I came up with Jean Sibelius—who 
was he? About all I knew was that he had written Finlandia. Actually, this 
was one of his earlier works (1900); it was written for a patriotic event 
and later became the Finnish National Anthem. His music was not often 
played in my early days with classical music.

My parents had acquired a pre-war edition of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica; it had a nice section on Sibelius, but raised more questions 
than it answered. For one thing, was he still alive in 1945? I went to 
several libraries, including Pingry’s, and MRS. WEST helped me. 
I determined that Sibelius was alive, but it didn’t appear that he was 
still composing. In fact, he had stopped composing in the mid-1920s.

I was able to write a reasonable biography, and I received a good grade.

My curiosity about Sibelius was established, and he has been one of my 
favorite composers ever since. I have a substantial collection of record-
ings of his music. My favorite symphony for many years has been his No. 
5, and his suites based on Finnish history and legends are bright and 
lively. I especially recommend the Karelia and King Christian II Suites.

The most immediate impact on me as a listener was that I began to 
pay more attention to what was being played and who was playing 
it. I also began to appreciate a broader spectrum of composers. But 
other lessons from this experience were far more profound. When 
you are writing history—in this case, a biography—as you progress in 
your research and raise questions, you will answer some, but not all. 
As you dig, more obscure questions will emerge. This is a never-end-
ing process; you will run out of time because of a deadline. You might 
consider it a curse, but it is a blessing.

As I grew up, I learned English grammar and composition from such 
Pingry notables as RICHARD BALDWIN and DR. HERBERT HAHN, 
respectively. Later, I intended to become an engineer, and I was 
advised by CAS FRANCE and LEANDER KIRK to consider a broadly-
based school, such as Union College.

I retired from Bell Labs in 2000 and embarked on a new career as an 
author and publisher under the name of On Track Publishers, LLC.

My first opportunity came as the home of Union College—the City of 
Schenectady, New York—was to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
the founding of the American Locomotive Company in June 2001.  
I was invited to join the City’s Celebration Committee, and I proposed 
to write a book about the company’s history. Helped by technology,  
I was able to publish this 546-page 8.5x11 book, The American 
Locomotive Company: A Centennial Remembrance, in 2.5 years. It has 
sold out twice and is in its third printing (not “third edition”) because 
the changes, additions, and corrections are minor in scope, but very 
important to me with regard to accuracy.

I have since coauthored and published two other books on specific 
subjects associated with the American Locomotive Company,  
and I have a fourth book, A Lifetime of ALCOs, coauthored with my son 
Ted ’87.

Page by itself

Photo: 54-Steinbrenner

Jean Sibelius and Pingry’s Grade 4
By Richard Steinbrenner ’54, P ’87, ’95 on the Occasion of his 60th Reunion

sure he would enjoy hearing from 
any of you who knew him. His 
mailing address is 1815 West 15th 
Avenue, Apache Junction, AZ 
85220. Phone is (480) 983-1409. He 
has a unique answering machine 
greeting. If you leave a message, 
he will pick up the phone if he’s at 
home. I’m starting to think about 
our upcoming 65th class reunion in 
2015. Any of you reading this, 
please send me an email (sinjonsr@
cox.net) indicating your interest in 
attending. We had our 50th and 
60th at Pingry with an interim  
55th at my home in Destin, Florida.  
Also, please let me have your  
current address or home tele-
phone number if no email (333 
Calhoun Avenue, Destin, FL 32541). 
There are enough members to 
make it a great homecoming.”

1952
MILLER BUGLIARI P ’86, ’90, 
’97, GP ’20, a member of the New 
York Giants sideline “Chain Gang” 
crew for 40 years, was on the side-
lines for Super Bowl XLVIII at 
MetLife Stadium on February 2. 
Read more on page 42.

1953
Thanks to MILLER BUGLIARI ’52, 
P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20 and his 
tech-savvy helper HOLLAND 
SUNYAK ’02, Pingry sent an 
e-blast to many alumni alerting 
them to CLARK WARREN’s new-
est show “Jazz & Standards with a 
Twist” at New York’s Metropolitan 
Room. The show opened April 12 
and returned May 30 with big turn-
outs and subsequent rave reviews. 
You’ll enjoy the reading and 
YouTube viewing links on Clark’s 
web site, www.clarkwarren.com.

JOE WORTLEY ’60 and MILLER BUGLIARI ’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP 
’20 in front of a space capsule (non-flight) from the Mercury program. 
The capsule was manufactured by McDonnell Aircraft Corporation in 
1961 and used to be housed at the Kansas Cosmosphere and Space 
Center. This picture was taken at Joe’s office in Boca Raton on March 13.

Jean Sibelius.
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JOHN H. SCULLY published his 
first novel, a Cold War spy thriller 
titled Preemptive Strike (read more 
on page 68). He writes, “The older I 
get, the more I appreciate the 
value framework that Pingry 
imbued in all of us to help those 
less fortunate than we are. My 
major attempt to accomplish this 
is our Making Waves charter school 
program that now serves 800 
underserved kids in two schools in 
Richmond, California and 300 
graduates of the program who are 
attending college.” John also sent 
this photo of three antique car 
owners—VINCE SCULLY ’66, 
BOB ROOS ’61, and himself—at a 
classic car show at the Roy Brizio 
shop in San Francisco. There were 
about 100 cars on display, all built 
at this shop.

1963
BRONSON VAN WYCK received 
Pingry’s Letter-in-Life Award at 
Commencement. Read more on 
page 61.

1964
JAMES GRUNING writes, “Have a 
new back, new hip, new right rota-
tor cuff; I feel like a ‘new man.’”

DR. KENNETH KOPPENHOEFER 
writes, “Still enjoying the beautiful 
area around Charlottesville, Virginia 
with my wife Ann-Marie and two 
youngest daughters, Natalya and 
Angelia. The 50th Reunion was 
fantastic. Great to see how good 
we all look. Wonderful memories 
to keep me going until the next 
Reunion. More importantly, the 

visit reminded me of how much 
the School did for me in setting 
expectations of behavior, develop-
ing values, reinforcing the impor-
tance of honor, and the apprecia-
tion of scholarship.”

DR. STEVE LEIGHTON attended 
Reunion, had a great time, and 
thanks all who made it happen.

BRUCE MORRISON’s nature pho-
tography was on display in Pingry’s 
Alumni Art Exhibit this spring. Read 
more on page 60.

BILL SHEPARD, JR. writes, “I was 
impressed with, and very apprecia-
tive of, my 50th Reunion opportu-
nity to catch up with many class-
mates I had not seen since gradu-
ation. I retired August 1 from my 
role as General Manager of Riyad 
Bank (of Saudi Arabia) in Houston 
after an interesting and fun inter-
national banking career that has 
included the Middle East, North 
Africa, Asia, and the Nordic coun-
tries. My wife Midge and I have 
celebrated our 45th anniversary. In 
retirement, we plan to return to 
our homes in Darien, Connecticut 
(also home of two married sons 
and five grandchildren) and 
Naples.” 

DOUG SMITH is Assistant Director 
of the International Trade Center at 
the University of Texas San Antonio. 
Prior to that, he spent his varied 
career as an economist for Amtrak; 
working at the international mar-
keting consulting firm Frank Lynn & 
Associates; as an administrator of 
an internationally-focused M.B.A. 
program at the University of South 
Carolina; and as a member of the 
start-up company Global Trade 

Information Services. He and his 
wife Rebecca have one son, 
Jonathan, who graduated from 
Northwestern University and is 
pursuing a graduate degree in 
Public Policy at the University of 
Michigan. Rebecca runs a market-
ing and organizational develop-
ment business. Doug writes about 
Reunion, “The weekend was great 
and well-planned. I am proud of 
the Class for its efforts supporting 
the William F. Little III Memorial 
Vietnam History Room.”

KEN STRASSNER writes, “My wife 
Mimi and I attended my 50th 
Reunion in May and enjoyed our 
time back in New Jersey. I was very 
impressed with today’s Pingry, both 
academically and athletically. Pingry 
is clearly a leader among indepen-
dent schools and an even better 
place today than when I attended 
many years ago. We look forward to 
staying in touch with our class-
mates and with the School.”

1966
BILL BAKER writes, “Last 
December, I retired from working 
for pay and began working for 
meaning. It is a good trade-off, 
and I recommend it unabashedly. 
Twenty years of studying meta-
physics and immersion in spiritu-
ality led me to conclude that this 
country, and, indeed, this world, 
is a ship with only one lifeboat, 
and we will all sink or swim 
together. I realized I had worked 
for 40 years for myself and my 
family, and now it was time to 
work for the health and well-
being of the whole. My wife 
Lucinda and I are now volunteer 
activists for RESULTS, an interna-
tional NGO that has worked for 34 
years to eliminate poverty world-
wide. RESULTS creates long-term 
solutions to poverty by support-
ing programs that address its root 
causes—lack of access to medical 
care, education, or opportunity to 
move up the economic ladder. 
And they do this by empowering 
ordinary people to become 
extraordinary voices for the end 
of poverty in their communities, 
the media, and the halls of gov-
ernment. The focus is on creating 
the political will in both citizens 
and governments. For us, it 
involves becoming informed on 
the issues, writing (mostly letters 

and op-ed articles) to raise public 
awareness, and lobbying mem-
bers of Congress on important 
legislation. We have focused on 
domestic U.S. poverty, and it feels 
very good to be taking a stand on 
behalf of the one in five American 
children who go to bed hungry 
every night and the 44% of 
American households who lack 
enough liquid assets to subsist 
three months at the poverty level 
in the event of a job loss or serious 
illness. (And that statistic doesn’t 
tell the whole story these days—
when I lost my last corporate job, 
I was unemployed for three years 
before I found work again.)”

DR. RICHARD HADLEY, JR. 
writes, “I am the Interim Program 
Director of Film/TV Studies in the 
School of Film and Television at 
Loyola Marymount University.”

1967
DR. AARON WELT P ’06 writes, 
“In January, I had the opportunity 
to participate in Career Day for 
juniors and seniors at Pingry, which 
was great fun and a chance to 
share my professional experiences 
as a clinical psychologist.”

1970

SCOTT GLASCOCK has been 
elected President of The Yale Club 
of New York City. Founded in 1897, 
The Yale Club owns and occupies 
a 22-story building adjacent to 
Grand Central Terminal in 
Manhattan, and has over 11,000 
members worldwide.

1972
DR. STEVE HOLLAND writes, “I’m 
helping with an Algebra 2 class in 
our local high school. That’s fun.”

Vince Scully ’66, Bob Roos ’61, and John Scully ’62 at a classic car show at the Roy 
Brizio shop in San Francisco. John’s newly-completed 1933 Lincoln sedan is on the left, 
and his 1932 Lincoln phaeton convertible is on the right.
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Dr. Jon Sarkin ’71 visiting with the Art Fundamentals class taught by 
Jane Edwards. In the background is the plaque commemorating Pingry’s 
Achievement in the Arts Awards—Dr. Sarkin received the award in its 
inaugural year, 2012.

DR. JON SARKIN ’71 continued his residency at Pingry in April, 
working on a portrait of Van Gogh in the lobby of the Hostetter Arts 
Center. He has been an “artist-in-residence” at Pingry for the past 
decade, visiting for a week each spring to meet with classes and 
continue working on a drawing. He encourages students to make 
meaningful observations about his work, and, in particular, to make 
observations rather than asking questions, as if he were not in the 
room and could not answer. Dr. Sarkin loves thought-provoking 
questions that go beyond the obvious, and, taking a cue from his 
daughter when she learned to count—“one, two, too much…”—he 
is fond of humorously answering “too much” or “too many” when 
people ask him to quantify time spent on a painting or how many 
materials he uses.

1974

JoAnn and Glenn Murphy ’74.

GLENN MURPHY writes, “I can’t 
believe it’s been 40 years since we 
walked the hallowed halls of 
Pingry. I’m also celebrating 35 
years of marriage and a thriving 
private practice as a psychothera-
pist in Basking Ridge, and looking 
forward to welcoming our third 
grandchild this fall. Life is good. 
God is good.”

JONATHAN SHELBY P ’08, ’11, 
’19 received the Nelson L. Carr 
Service Award at Reunion. Read 
more on page 50.

1977

PETER KINGSLY spoke in the real 
estate session at Pingry’s annual 
Career Day. He is the Managing 
Member of Kingsly Associates, 
which acquires medical office, 
retail, multi-family, and commer-
cial office properties within the tri-
state region. Prior to working in 
commercial investment real estate, 
Peter began an entrepreneurial 
venture and created PK’s Hot 
Bagels, which was sold in 2001.

JANE SARKIN O’CONNOR P ’11, 
’14 spoke in the media session at 
Pingry’s annual Career Day. She is 

Maggie O’Toole ’05, Hal Lee ’07, Drew Blacker ’05, and Peter Cipriano ’06. 

Tom Ward ’76, Connor Seabrook ’76, Rick Bosland ’76, Rich McGeehan ’76, 
Ken Robson ’76, and Doug Martin ’76 are pictured at the ‘76 mini Pingry Reunion 
at The Homestead.

Features Editor at Vanity Fair, over-
seeing the magazine’s coverage of 
Hollywood, and was previously an 
editor at Andy Warhol’s Interview 
magazine.

1978
MEREDITH WARD received 
Pingry’s Achievement in the Arts 
Award at Reunion, recognizing her 

successes in the art business, espe-
cially as a gallery owner. Read 
more on page 58.

1979
KATHLEEN BAXLEY has left her 
career on Wall Street and moved 
to Seattle to develop an entirely 
cashmere clothing line for women, 
Mere Basics. She founded it to 
address her own desire for femi-
nine warm-wear that would not 
show under her work and evening 
attire. After much experimenta-
tion, she concluded that cashmere 
is the softest, most breathable fiber 
to deliver delightful feel and adapt-
able comfort throughout the day. 
Her personal style is guided by a 
belief in classic, enduring quality, 
and she brings that to the Mere 
Basics product line through careful 
yarn selection and solid garment 
construction. To learn more or pur-
chase Mere Basics clothing, visit 
www.merebasics.com.

GUY CIPRIANO ’74, P ’06, ’08 writes, “December 24 at the Cipriano 
doubles court—lots of firepower in the court, and enduring friend-
ships through Pingry Squash.” 
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BRADLEY HALL writes, “Attending 
the 35th Reunion gathering was 
great fun—actually, more fun than 
I expected! As I walked up to the 
door of the lovely home of STEVE 
LIPPER (many thanks), with every 
step, the voice of my inner-school 
kid said, ‘Go back! Turn around 
while you still can!’ I nearly did, too. 
But, once inside, I felt very wel-
come. Thirty-five years is long 
enough to get some perspective. 
Most of us now have children who 
are in school or have already grad-
uated. I barely recognize my former 
classmates, and I can hardly 
remember whether we were 
friends or foes back then—and it 
doesn’t matter anyway, because if 
we showed up at the party, then I 
think that makes us friends now. 
Very poignant experience. (Or was 
it ‘pungent?’ Once, for Honors 
Chemistry back at Pingry, a lab 
report had the question, ‘what did 
the new compound smell like?’ 
and I couldn’t think of anything, so 
I wrote ‘pungent.’ I feel similarly 
about the Reunion gathering—it 
left me speechless, so I guess I will 
just say it was poignant.) In 2015,  
I would urge current juniors and 
seniors at Pingry to spend as much 
time with the alumni as they can 
while they visit campus. It may give 
you an outlook on life that will 
serve you well.”

STEVE LIPPER P ’09, ’12, ’14 
spoke in the marketing and adver-
tising session at Pingry’s Career Day. 
He is an investment strategist at 
Lord Abbett and Co. Steve enjoyed 
guiding the students through a 
marketing test case of a new res-
taurant concept, starting with com-
petitive positioning and progress-
ing to promotional ideas. Several 
students commented that they did 
not know there were so many roles 
within marketing. “That’s why I’m 
happy to speak at Career Day,” he 
says. “It gives the students a wider 
sense of the career opportunities 
they can pursue.”

Dani Shapiro ’80 being interviewed by Oprah Winfrey on “Super Soul Sunday.” 

DANI SHAPIRO’s newest book Still Writing: The Pleasures and Perils of a 
Creative Life was published last October by Atlantic Monthly Press (see 
page 68). In the same month, Oprah interviewed her for an episode of 
her TV show “Super Soul Sunday” that aired on October 20. Dani deliv-
ered the opening Keynote Address for the Writer’s Digest Annual 
Conference in New York City in August. Phil Sexton, Writer’s Digest 
publisher and conference programmer, chose Dani for the opening 
keynote because of what he describes as her excellence in writing and 
her abilities to inspire and motivate other writers: “Dani’s strengths are 
threefold. One, her writing is technically about as perfect as you can 
get. Two, her writing style and voice are beautiful to read. Most impor-
tant, however, is that her writing is filled with real wisdom. Her obser-
vations are pointed and revealing about both herself and the reader. 
In the case of Still Writing, those observations apply to the craft as well.” 
Mr. Sexton became familiar with Dani in 2011 when her memoir 
Devotion received rave reviews and reached bestseller lists, and he is 
also impressed by Still Writing. “That sealed the deal. It’s a great work 
that conveys the kind of tone I thought would be perfect for the start 
of our conference, so Dani ended up being the perfect fit and very 
graciously agreed to speak for us.”

TOM TRYNIN writes, “I enjoyed 
seeing many classmates at my 
35th—thanks so much to STEVE 
LIPPER who put on an excellent 
party. And also thanks to JOHN 
MCILWAIN and KATHY BAXLEY, 
who came from the West Coast! 
We even Skyped with MARIO 
TEIXEIRA.”

1980
JOHN BAXLEY (alternate), his 
brother JAMES BAXLEY ’75, and 
MILLER BUGLIARI ’52 worked 
the sideline “Chain Gang” crew for 
Super Bowl XLVIII at MetLife 
Stadium on February 2. John 
writes, “My father Charles Baxley 
knew Miller from both Pingry and 
Camp Waganaki. He recruited 
Miller in the mid ’70s to work on 
the Giants Chain Gang because of 
his ‘excellent interpersonal skills.’ 
Since then, during all Giants sea-
sons, good and bad, and in all 
weather conditions, Miller has 
been a fixture at Giants Stadium 

and, now, MetLife Stadium. The 
Chain Gang is as much about fam-
ilies and tradition as it is about 
football. My brother James joined 
the Chain Gang in the early ’90s 
when an additional box man posi-
tion was created, largely because 
television production was devel-
oping. I joined the Chain Gang 
full-time in 2005, replacing my 
father after 40-plus seasons. For 
the past several years, Miller and I 
have been at opposite ends of the 
chain, navigating our way through 
the often chaotic NFL sidelines, 
trying to stay out of harm’s way 
and work as an effective team. My 
other brother ANDREW BAXLEY 
’78 became a full-time member in 
2013 when crews around the 
league added an eighth man so 
that many of the additional duties 
of the Chain Gang could be better 
distributed. Most home games, 
the three Baxleys, Miller, and, twice 
yearly, ANTHONY BUGLIARI ’90 
meet in Summit and drive to the 
stadium together. It is a treasured 
ritual that starts a day that will, no 

doubt, be memorable in some 
way. Aside from the amazingly 
vivid experience of working on an 
NFL sideline, the best aspect of 
working on the Chain Gang is the 
built-in contact with Miller. His wis-
dom, humor, coaching abilities, 
and problem-solving are regularly 
on display in the car, in the locker 
room, and on the field. Miller and 
James worked as part of the Giants 
half of a split Jets/Giants crew at 
Super Bowl XLVIII. Whether it is 
pre-season, Monday Night 
Football, or the Super Bowl, once 
the chain’s been measured, the 
coin has been tossed, and the 
kickoff is airborne, the drill is the 
same—black and yellow, establish 
your position, focus, and be ready 
to move.”

1981
DAN GREENFIELD writes, “I keep 
heading south. I just moved from 
hot Atlanta to even hotter Austin, 
Texas. It’s an amazing city, but 
summer days are consistently over 
100 degrees. Please look me up if 
you are ever in town. Now it’s time 
to get some ropers and a plate of 
BBQ.”

JAMES MULLEN, Director of the 
Visual Arts Division and Associate 
Professor of Art at Bowdoin 
College, was the 2013-14 
Fellowship Winner at the Phoenix 
Gallery in New York City. The gal-
lery showed his exhibit, 
Transcontinental Paintings, in May 
and June. He writes, “These paint-
ings represent a point of transition 
in a body of work that I have been 
developing over the last two 
decades. While several of these 
works derive from the coast of 
Maine where I live, other works 
have evolved from recent excur-
sions to the American west. I have 
had a longstanding interest in the 
western landscape and some of its 
more unique qualities of space 
and color. I continue to be curious 
about how we visualize the land-
scape and process our changing 
relationship to it.”

1982
HARRY ALLEN, one of the first 
recipients of Pingry’s Achievement 
in the Arts Award in 2012, received 
his award in person at Reunion. 
Read more on page 58.
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all of these wonderful actors, but 
was particularly taken by my expe-
rience on set with Terry, whose 
previous friends, lovers, and hus-
bands include Marilyn Monroe, 
James Dean, and Howard Hughes. 
Acting with Hollywood history 
(who also happens to be a con-
summate pro) was a real privilege!”

DR. ALICIA SALZER writes, “I 
recently befriended a dad from my 
eight-year-old daughter’s school. 
His name is JOHN BAKER ’62, and 
I was delighted to learn he is a 
Pingry alumnus. Now, we see each 
other daily at drop-off in the West 
Village! I also want to announce the 
opening of a second psychiatric 
office where I am offering psycho-
therapy. My first office is on Wall 
Street, and my second location is in 
the West Village. I specialize in the 
relationship and work challenges 
of corporate executives.”

1985

Lily Ahn Riddick ’87 and Ned Ward ’85.

NED WARD writes, “I caught up 
with LILY AHN RIDDICK ’87 
while I was in Hong Kong. Lily and 
I haven’t seen each other for over 
20 years, but recently became 
friends on Facebook. It was great 
catching up with her in person!”

“Double Negative” by James Mullen ’81, Oil on Canvas, 20” x 60,” 2014.

DR. ROBERT MACRAE ’82 will become the fifth Head of School at 
New Canaan Country School on July 1, 2015, succeeding Timothy R. 
Bazemore.

Currently the Head of School at Cincinnati Country Day School, Dr. 
Macrae has over 25 years of experience in independent schools, 
encompassing administration, teaching, coaching, and mentoring. He 
formerly served as Pingry’s Assistant Headmaster and Director of the 
Upper and Middle Schools, among other positions at his alma mater.

During his tenure with Cincinnati Country Day School, Dr. Macrae 
increased the enrollment and endowment and improved the school’s 
college admissions. He spearheaded a technology program, curricu-
lum mapping, strategic planning, mission skills assessment, a new 
professional development program, and revision of the school’s mis-
sion statement. He also oversaw two major building projects and the 
launch of a $15 million campaign.

Dr. Macrae serves on the Board of Trustees for Breakthrough Cincinnati 
and is a member of the Ohio Association of Independent Schools (Vice 
President from 2008 to 2010; President from 2010 to 2013), to name 
just a few of his leadership positions for community organizations.

Courtesy of N
CAdvertiser.com

1983
ANDRÉ BIROTTE, JR. was unani-
mously confirmed by the Senate in 
July to serve as a judge in the U.S. 
District Court for the Central 
District of California, having been 
nominated by President Obama. 
He previously served as United 
States Attorney for the Central 
District of California. In January, 
André delivered the Keynote 

such as The New York Times Sunday 
Book Review, the Chicago Tribune, 
and The Boston Globe. 

DR. MARK MCLAUGHLIN (above) 
spoke in the medicine session of 
Pingry’s annual Career Day. He is 
Medical Director at Princeton Brain 
& Spine Care, one of the largest 
independent private practice neu-
rosurgery groups in the Philadelphia/
New York Metro area, and he spe-
cializes in spine surgery, trigeminal 
neuralgia, and Chiari malformation 
surgery. Mark is an editor for 
SpineUniverse.com, a web site dedi-
cated to patient and physician edu-
cation of spinal disorders, as well as 
the author of two textbooks on 
neurosurgery and spine surgery. He 
is an international speaker on the art 
and science of medicine.

1984
MARIA DEASY writes, “I wrapped 
the movie Aimy in a Cage starring 
Crispin Glover, Paz de la Huerta, 
Academy Award nominee Terry 
Moore, and, in the title role, Disney 
star Allisyn Ashley Arm. It’s directed 
by Hooroo Jackson, based on his 
graphic novel by the same name. 
Think ‘Tim Burton meets Wes 
Anderson’—and I play wicked 
Jackie Moss. I enjoyed scenes with 

Speech at Career Day. Read more 
about André and his career on 
page 62.

LANCE GOULD spoke in the media 
session at Pingry’s annual Career 
Day. He is the Executive Special 
Projects Editor at The Huffington 
Post. Previously, Lance was editor of 
the Boston Phoenix and Drill 
Magazine, and he has been a free-
lance contributor to newspapers 



86     THE PINGRY REVIEW SEPTEMBER 2014     87

1987

PAT BIROTTE P ’20 spoke in the 
education session at Pingry’s 2014 
Career Day. He is the Director of St. 
Justine Preschool in Newark, New 
Jersey. Pat has also been a lacrosse 
coach at Pingry for 13 years and a 
football coach for 12 years, and was 
the captain of the 1986 Athletics 
Hall of Fame football team.

TOM WILLIAMS P ’20 spoke in 
the finance session during Pingry’s 
annual Career Day. He is a 
Managing Member, the Chief 

Investment Officer, and the Head 
of Investments at Pine Grove Asset 
Management LLC. Before joining 
Pine Grove, Tom practiced law, 
specializing in intellectual property 
and venture capital transactions.

1988

Dr. Jennifer Guss ’88 and Kevin Smith.

DR. JENNIFER GUSS married 
Kevin Smith on March 15 in 
Houston. Jen and Kevin live in 
Houston with their children Sofia, 
Joshua, Daphne, and Emory. Jen is 
a private practice internal medi-
cine physician, and Kevin works in 
the oil and gas industry. 

CHRISTOPHER MULVIHILL 
shared his experience in entrepre-
neurship at Pingry’s annual Career 
Day. He is the President and 
Co-Founder of Boomerang Systems, 
a leading manufacturer of fully-
automated robotic parking systems. 
The company is installing what will 
be the largest robotic parking sys-
tem in the nation.

1989
CHRIS BENDER received Pingry’s 
Achievement in the Arts Award at 
Reunion, recognizing his success as 
a film producer (read more on page 
58). He writes, “It was a lot of fun 
seeing everyone Reunion Weekend, 
and my first time seeing the arts 
wing. I wrapped production on a 
sequel to Horrible Bosses, which 
comes out Thanksgiving. Thanks to 
the award ceremony, I made con-
tact with director JEREMY 
TEICHER ’06, who has started pro-
duction on his second feature, 
which I am executive producing. I 
watched and loved his first film and 
want to support his next effort.”

CHANDRA (CAIN) DAVIS and 
three other lawyers started their 
own law firm, McFadden, White, 
Sprattlin & Davis: The Employment 
Law Solution (“ELS”), in June 2013. 
It is a boutique employment law 
defense firm. Together, they have 
more than 40 years of employment 
law experience gained through 
federal clerkships, prominent large 
law firms, the EEOC, and individual 
representation. Chandra and her 
colleagues started the firm for two 
main reasons—to give their clients 
access to top legal talent for rea-
sonable fees, and to do legal work 
on their own schedules without 
being tied to a law firm’s schedule 
and long hours. Chandra explains: 
“There has been a mass exodus of 
female, African-American lawyers 
from the legal field because they 
need more flexibility in their sched-
ules to take care of their families 
and other aspects of their personal 
lives. We wanted to say ‘we can do 
this on our own.’” Speaking about 
Reunion, she adds, “It was fantastic 
to see my classmates, some of 
whom I had not seen in 25 years! 
Class of ’89, the best and the last of 
the ’80s!”

JENN GATES EARLE writes, “I had 
family commitments during 
Reunion Weekend, but I am look-
ing forward to the 30th in 2019! 
My family and I moved back to 
Richmond this spring after nearly 
six years in the suburbs of St. Louis. 
We are so glad to be back on the 

Tom Ruprecht ’87 and Lance Gould ’83.

TOM RUPRECHT shared his experiences in media with juniors and 
seniors at Pingry’s annual Career Day. He has 12 years of experience 
writing for the Late Show with David Letterman, How I Met Your Mother, 
and The Goodwin Games. Tom is also the author of This Would Drive Him 
Crazy: An Unauthorized Oral History of J.D. Salinger.

  

DAVID PADULO ’87, JOHN FRANCIS ’86, PAT BIROTTE ’87, P ’20 
(1986 Hall of Fame Football Team), PAUL DUVAL ’87, and SEAN 
FRANCIS ’87(1986 Hall of Fame Football Team) met up in December 
at Delicious Heights in Bedminster, New Jersey.
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east coast!! If anyone is visiting  
the Richmond area, please email 
me at mebemom2@gmail.com. 
It’s always great to catch up with 
Pingry people.”

MATT ESTABROOK is Senior 
Counsel in the Enforcement 
Division of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. He lives in 
Alexandria, Virginia with his wife 
Missy and their sons Jack and Will. 
He lists his hobbies as “composing 
1980s-style pop songs, astronomy, 
and anything the boys want to do 
that day.”Jamala McFadden, Nancy Sprattlin, Joy White, and Chandra (Cain) Davis ’89.

MARK PASNIK ’89, a Boston-based LEED-certified architect, won the 
American Institute of Architects’ (AIA) 2014 Young Architects Award for 
showing exceptional leadership in and making significant contributions 
to architecture early in his career. Inspired by his grandfather’s work in 
construction, Mark is fascinated by the fact that architecture is both a 
cultural and material discipline. “It’s as much about ideas as it is about 
keeping the rain out. Architecture has social, political, artistic, and eco-
nomic aspects that make it a field worthy of lifelong study,” he says.

Among his accomplishments, Mark is a founding principal of the 
Boston-based interdisciplinary firm over,under (a name that allows the 
company’s identity to be flexible), for whom he works on urban and 
design projects for civic, academic, and arts-related organizations in the 
Middle East, Central America, and United States; he co-founded the 
independent gallery pinkcomma (a division of over,under that takes its 
name from the comma typeset in pink), which has produced more than 
30 exhibitions on architecture, design, publishing, and urbanism at the 
gallery and at BSA Space (home of the Boston Society of Architects); and 
he created the Design Biennial Boston, a showcase for emerging design-
ers in Boston.

With its award, AIA recognized Mark for his work enriching the public’s 
understanding of architecture through curatorship, writing, and civic 
activities. Mark and his colleagues have been producing public exhibi-
tions on design topics for the past seven years through pinkcomma. A 
number of the exhibits (and a book in development) have focused on 
what Mark and his team call “Boston’s ‘heroic’ modern period in the 
1960s and early 1970s.”

“The shows have been provocative, trying to enrich public discourse 
about this era, which is generally perceived negatively—the overriding 
refrain is that the buildings, especially the concrete ones, are ugly. Yet, 

these buildings provide an important record of civic-minded social val-
ues equal in significance to other historical moments. They offer us les-
sons on public investment in our cities, which is sorely missing today. 
Our goal is to change the discussion and help the public understand the 
meanings behind the architecture and why it looks the way it does. 
Eventually, we hope that the innovative and progressive attitudes of the 
earlier era can be more fully embraced today,” he says.

Mark advocates for a deeper understanding of the ways architecture 
and urban design shape society and public policy. For example, through 
his work with historians and other architects, the city of Boston desig-
nated the Christian Science Center plaza (including its 686-foot-long 
reflecting pool) a landmark, citing its historic, social, and architectural 
significance.

Doing even more to share his knowledge with the community, Mark is 
an associate professor at Wentworth Institute of Technology and has 
helped to write three books (Architecture in Detail: Materials, Architecture 
in Detail: Elements, and CNP Headquarters). In July 2013, then-Boston 
Mayor Thomas Menino appointed Mark to a five-year term on the 
Boston Art Commission (the BSA nominated him), the country’s oldest 
municipal art commission, overseeing all public art projects in the city. 
The BSA’s membership also elected him to serve on the BSA’s executive 
board.

Mark acquired a love of history at Pingry, especially from the late JOE 
LAVALLEY P ’88, ’89, who taught students how to engage with com-
plex information, ideas, and cultures (in Mark’s words, “for anyone from 
my generation at Pingry, the acronym RUD HIC GO FAC is unforgetta-
ble”). He is also grateful to Pingry for teaching him how to write well and 
giving him a solid understanding of physics, which was invaluable when 
taking structures classes in architecture school.

Mark Pasnik ’89 and Ekua Holmes being sworn in as members of the Boston Art 
Commission by City Clerk Maureen Feeney.

A rendering of Museo Maya de América, Guatemala City, designed jointly by 
over,under (Boston) and Harry Gugger Studio (Basel).

Credit: Karin G
oodfellow

/Boston Art Com
m

ission

DR. EZRA JENNINGS presented 
in the applied science session  
during Pingry’s Career Day. He is  
a Lead Application Engineer  
at Medidata Solutions, a global 
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provider of cloud-based software 
for clinical research in the life sci-
ences. He had a great time catch-
ing up with everyone at the 25th 
Reunion.

ANDREW ROMANS has 
authored The Entrepreneurial 
Bible to Venture Capital: Inside 
Secrets from the Leaders in the 
Startup Game (McGraw Hill, 2013, 
hardcover; see page 68). The 
book can be ordered on Amazon 
and all e-book formats, as well as 
at Barnes & Noble. Pingry com-
munity members will receive a 
special discount for all of 
Andrew’s book tour and Rubicon 
Venture Capital events.

DEBRA WHITE, a partner at Loeb 
& Loeb, was included on Variety’s 
2014 “Power of Women: New York 
Impact List” (April issue) for her 
work representing clients in the 
entertainment and music indus-
tries. According to a news release, 
the list “profiled women across a 
variety of disciplines who have 
been pioneers and innovators 

MICHELLE FRIEDLAND, President Obama’s nominee to serve on the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, was confirmed by the Senate on 
April 28. Her confirmation gives the nation’s largest appellate court, which han-
dles federal appeals from California and eight other Western states, its full allot-
ment of 29 judges for the first time (Congress expanded the court’s authorized 
judgeships to 28 in 1984 and 29 in 2009, but the court has had at least one 
vacancy since 1992). For 10 years, Michelle was a litigation partner in the San 
Francisco office of Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP, where her practice focused pri-
marily on antitrust litigation, appellate matters, and constitutional and academic 
affairs litigation for higher education institutions. She gained extensive experi-
ence at the state and federal trial court and appellate levels, including litigating 
before the U.S. Supreme Court.

within their spheres and whose 
extraordinary accomplishments 
over the past year have had sig-
nificant impact on New York 
entertainment and media.” Debra 
represents artists such as Carly 
Simon and Duran Duran as well as 
other songwriters, producers, 
managers, record and publishing 
companies, and new-media out-
fits. Over the past year, she nego-
tiated multimillion-dollar publish-
ing deals; recording contracts; 
and touring, merchandising, and 
sponsorship agreements for a 
range of clients, including deals 
for Casio and Citibank involving 
artists such as Eminem, the Rolling 
Stones, Billy Joel, and Katy Perry.

1990
DAVID CURTIS spoke in the 
applied science session of Pingry’s 
annual Career Day. He is the 
Director of Engagement and 
Enterprise Solutions at Alere, a 
global leader in clinical diagnostics 
and disease management.

Credit: Food N
etw

ork

SCOTT LOIKITS shared his experi-
ences as a licensed architect at 
Pingry’s annual Career Day. He is 
certified by the National Green 
Building Council and is the Director 
of Design for GreenbergFarrow. 
Previously, Scott was a senior 
designer at Kohn Pedersen Fox 
and, most recently, worked with 
Renzo Piano on the new Whitney 
Museum of American Art expan-
sion in New York City.

LYDIA MULLER and her husband 
Eric have been volunteering their 
time with Student/Partner Alliance, 
a non-profit organization based in 
Summit that provides tuition assis-
tance and mentoring to under-
privileged inner-city high school 
students. Most recently, Lydia 
organized a day for Goldman 
Sachs Community TeamWorks vol-
unteers to teach a financial literacy 
class to these students using a 
junior achievement curriculum. If 
you would like more information 
about S/P A, please visit student-
partneralliance.org. Lydia is also 
excited to announce that her son 
Simon is starting Pingry this fall, 
Class of 2021!

DAY ROSENBERG spoke in the 
education session for Pingry’s 
annual Career Day. He is the 
Assistant Head of School at New 
Canaan Country School, an inde-

pendent private day school for 
children from Pre-Kindergarten 
through Grade 9 in New Canaan, 
Connecticut. Day has previous 
experience working at Far Hills 
Country Day School and Brooklyn 
Friends School.

SARAH THOMAS and her hus-
band Greg Entringer welcomed 
their daughter Susannah Reilly 
Entringer on April 2.

Courtesy of M
unger, Tolles & O

lson LLP

Alumni across the decades celebrated Reunion together at the Class of 1989’s 25th 
Reunion Class Party at the home of Chip Korn ’89. Standing: Christian Hoffman 
’94 and Kevin O’Brien ’97. Kneeling: Harlan Rothman ’94 and Brian Crosby ’89.

GILLIAN VIGMAN, a comic 
actress, competed in Food 
Network’s five-part Chopped 
Tournament of Stars (in which 
celebrities use “mystery basket 
ingredients” to cook an appetizer, 
an entrée, and a dessert). She won 
her qualifying round on March 23 
and advanced to the finale on April 
6. Her qualifying episode featured 
fellow comedians Tommy 
Davidson, Robert Wuhl, and 
Sinbad competing for their chance 
to win a $50,000 grand prize for 
charity. When asked in an online 
article how she compares cooking 
to acting or standup, she said, 
“Improvising is where my training 
is, and it was such a great base. I 
think that learning to improvise 
both on stage and in scenes is very 
similar to improvising a meal, but 
the problem is you’ll mess up an 
improvised scene if you come in 
with preconceived notions. When 
you come in with nothing in your 
head but the focus of the person 
you’re working with, it can be the 
most amazing thing to watch. I 
think it’s a lot like opening those 
baskets…you have to nearly push 
[all of that knowledge] to the way-
side and improvise based on what 
you see in that basket. It is both a 
rush of fear and total adrenaline.” 
Gillian also took risks in the qualify-
ing round by using some kitchen 
equipment for the first time.
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1991

DANIEL GLAZER spoke in the law 
session at Pingry’s annual Career 
Day. He is a partner at Fried, Frank, 
Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP and 
is co-head of the firm’s Technology 
Transactions Group. Dan is co-resi-
dent in Fried Frank’s New York and 
London offices and advises on 
domestic and cross-border tech-
nology, commercial, and intellec-
tual property (IP) matters for clients 
ranging from Fortune 100 compa-
nies to early-stage startups. In 
addition, Dan assists U.K.-based 
and other non-U.S. emerging com-
panies expand to the U.S.

PETER LONDA was appointed 
President, Chief Executive Officer, 
and board member of Tantalus, a 
leading provider of Smart Grid 
communications. The company 
supplies two-way, real-time data 
communications networks to 
monitor and control electric, gas, 
and water utilities. Peter is also the 
new Chairman of the Board of 
World Energy Solutions, Inc. 
(NASDAQ: XWES), a leading energy 
technology and services firm for 
commercial, industrial, institutional, 
government, and utility customers.

STEWART RANGE launched a 
new app, “The Isle of Right,” a trivia 
game to test your knowledge of a 
wide range of subjects. Join one of 
four tribes to select what kinds of 
questions you want to answer. As 
you meet the goals that are set for 
you, you will unlock more topics 
and more questions. The app can 
be downloaded from the Apple 
store to any Apple device.

1992
CAREY EGAN was inducted into 
Pingry’s Athletics Hall of Fame at 
Reunion for his accomplishments 
in football, basketball, and lacrosse. 
Read more on page 54.

Stephanie Lim Capello ’93 (center) celebrating Please Touch Museum’s 5th 
Birthday at Memorial Hall in Philadelphia, with Duwende members J. Aaron Boykin, 
Edward Chung ’93, Derrick Hicks, David Lane, and Abbey Janes.

SARA FARBER and her husband 
Bryan Wilson were featured at 
Barnes & Noble’s “Meet the 
Inventor” event on July 12 in Union 
Square. The duo are the inventors 
of Schmovie: The Hilarious Game of 
Outlandish Films, the hit new table-
top party game in which players 
come up with funny titles for 
make-believe movies. The duo 
demoed the game, discussed their 
design process, and answered 
questions.

DR. GAUTAM MALHOTRA, 
Clinical Associate Professor of PMR 
at Rutgers New Jersey Medical 
School and Attending Physician 
for the Veterans Affairs New Jersey 
Healthcare System, was a featured 
speaker at the Pingry Research 
Exhibit on the Basking Ridge 
Campus on April 5. Pingry science 
teachers LUKE DE and DAVID 
MAXWELL challenged him to 
make the case for the role of sci-
ence in clinical medicine with a 
session entitled “The Doctor 
Scientist: Can You Be Both?” Rather 
than as a collection of facts, 
Gautam defined science as an 
approach to life in which we are 
encouraged to question every-
thing that is presented to us. He 
also emphasized the role of the 
doctor as “teacher.” After sharing 
his own day-to-day experiences as 
a scientist, teacher, and practitioner 
of evidence-based medicine, he 
explained the importance of the 
actual art of medicine. Students 

and parents also discussed ques-
tions about a career in medicine. As 
a follow-up, Gautam encouraged 
Mr. De to call on more of Pingry’s 
alumni physicians to become 
involved with the enthusiastic stu-
dent body in this manner.

CHRIS PEARLMAN spoke in the 
sports management session at 
Pingry’s annual Career Day. He 
oversees Van Wagner Sports’ 
Media and Properties division, 
which provides strategic, in-depth 
assistance to sports and media 
properties in developing integrat-
ed sponsorship and advertising 
strategies, media rights manage-
ment, and third party sales repre-
sentations. Previously, Chris 
worked at ESPN and Premier 
Sports & Entertainment.

1993
STEPHANIE LIM CAPELLO 
writes, “On May 14, Please Touch 
Museum in Philadelphia celebrat-
ed its 5th Birthday at Memorial Hall 
in Fairmount Park in style. As VP of 
Development & Membership at 
the time (May 14 was my last day 
at the museum), I invited Duwende 
to perform as the main entertain-
ment for the evening. 
Coincidentally, EDWARD CHUNG 
is a member of Duwende! It was 
amazing to celebrate such a great 
milestone with Ed, his wife, and his 
band members—they rocked the 
house! Follow Duwende on 
Facebook, and check out 
duwende.com. I recently took a 
new job as the Vice President of 
Development & Capital Campaign 
for the Girl Scouts of Eastern 
Pennsylvania.”

Christian M. Loeffler and Kooheli 
Chatterji ’93 with Ruby Grace.

KOOHELI CHATTERJI and her 
husband Christian M. Loeffler are 
enjoying life with their daughter 
Ruby Grace. Kooheli has left Pingry 
to become Upper School Division 
Head at Chatham Day School. 
Read more on page 27.

TODD FERRIE and his wife 
Jennifer announce the birth of 
their daughter Morgan Gray on 
July 9. She joins three-year-old big 
sister Cameron.

GRAY MACMILLAN received the 
Magis Global Changemaker Award 
at Santa Clara University’s inaugu-
ral Magis Dinner that benefited the 
University’s Center for Science, 
Technology, and Society. Gray is a 
senior program officer at Citi 
Foundation, Council of Foreign 
Relations term member, and for-
mer senior director at affordable-
eyeglass provider VisionSpring. At 
VisionSpring, he helped achieve a 
dramatic increase in earning 
potential and quality of life for 
hundreds of thousands of people. 
Now at Citi, Gray is helping to 
bring banking security to the 
world’s “unbanked” populations.
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their daughter Sadie Helen Callahan 
on November 21, weighing 5 
pounds, 3 ounces and measuring 
18.5 inches. She is happy to join the 
Kasserman grandchildren Wells 
(son of WYATT KASSERMAN ’99) 
and Morgan and Mckenna (daugh-
ters of WENDY KASSERMAN 
DWYER ’91).

JENN ROWLAND CLAPP and 
Greg Clapp are thrilled to 
announce the birth of their daugh-
ter Estelle Rose a.k.a. Stella, born on 
December 23. Jenn has been 
enjoying daily texts about babies 
with BETSY HARCOURT, whose 
son arrived on the same day, as 
well as WHITNEY KASSERMAN 
CALLAHAN, whose daughter is 
just a few weeks older. Such fun to 
reconnect!

TJ Swanson.

MARY MOAN SWANSON and 
Darmon Swanson are happy to 
announce the birth of their son 
Timothy James (TJ) Swanson on 
December 11. He weighed 6 
pounds, 11 ounces and measured 
18.5 inches.

1994
ROBERT GENNET writes, “I recent-
ly welcomed my third child to the 
planet, Lorelei Rachel Gennet, who 
is now the little sister to my boys 
Jackson and Leo. I’ve been married 
to my beautiful wife Rachel for 
almost nine years, and we’ve been 
living in Westchester for almost 
that long. I am the Information 
Technology Manager at a mid-
town law firm. I keep in touch with 
Pingry alumni primarily through 
Facebook, with the occasional 
news-feed ‘like’ and ‘comment.’”

JANE (SHIVERS) HOFFMAN 
joined Both Ends Burning (www.
bothendsburning.org) as Director 
of Development. Both Ends 
Burning is a young advocacy 
organization dedicated to 
defending every child’s right to a 
permanent loving family. The spe-
cific focus is on children living 
outside of parental care and chil-
dren at risk of becoming separat-
ed from their families. Jane writes, 
“I first became aware of Both Ends 
Burning at the New York City pre-
miere of their award-winning 
documentary STUCK, which high-
lights the current orphan crisis 
around the world. I was immedi-
ately struck by the importance of 
their mission.”

MEG MULRY is an economist for 
A.M. Best Company, a ratings 
agency that determines the credit-
worthiness of insurance compa-
nies. After meeting economics 

JAMIE NEWHOUSE married Jessica Booth on July 12 on Nantucket. 
Pictured are JAMIE NEWHOUSE, former fifth-grade teacher SUSANNE 
ALFORD P ’92, ’95, CHUCK WYNN ’55, MILLER BUGLIARI ’52, P 
’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20, BRUCE MORRISON ’64, STEVE NEWHOUSE 
’65, P ’95, ’97, ’99, STEVE NEWHOUSE ’99, ELIZABETH BUGLIARI 
P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20, and BOB NEWHOUSE ’64. Not pictured: 
CHRIS NEWHOUSE ’97, STUART ALFORD, and ELI WEINBERG.

teacher KELLE LEONHARD at the 
Pingry on Wall Street networking 
event in October, Meg gave a pre-
sentation to Pingry’s AP Economics 
students on April 7.

AMY (MORRIS) STONE writes, 
“My husband Phil and I are happily 
ensconced in St. Louis, where we 
recently launched a hedge fund. 
We were delighted to catch up 
with ANANDA SEN, RADHIKA 
(DASMAHAPATRA) RIBLE, and 
ANJA HUBACHER FREIBURG at 
DARA FRIMMER’s wedding in 
Los Angeles in June 2013.”

1995
SARAH ENDERLIN HEALY pub-
lished her second book, House of 
Wonder. Read more on page 68.

Stella Rose Clapp.

1996

Sadie Helen Callahan. 

WHITNEY KASSERMAN 
CALLAHAN and Brendan Callahan 
are happy to announce the birth of 

Meg Mulry ’94 with Pingry economics teachers Kelle Leonhard and Davidson Barr.

DR. JAY CROSBY spoke to Pingry 
students about psychology for 
Pingry’s 2014 Career Day. He is a 
Clinical Assistant Professor of 
Psychiatry at NYU School of 
Medicine and is an Attending 
Psychologist at Bellevue Hospital 
Center, specializing in schizophre-
nia. Jay shared his experiences 
working with marginalized popu-
lations and individuals with severe 
mental illness.

GEOFF GERONIMO writes, 
“Rebecca and I welcomed our 
baby daughter Rowan Avery 
Geronimo on September 14, 2013. 
She weighed 7 pounds, 13 ounces 
and measured 21 inches.”
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Benjamin Rhys Steffen Manlin. 

ELIZABETH (BETSY) HARCOURT 
and Scott Manlin are thrilled to 
announce the birth of their son 
Benjamin Rhys Steffen Manlin on 
December 23, weighing 6 pounds, 
14.1 ounces. Named in honor of 
the late BENJAMIN FISHER, little 
Rhys and family are thriving in their 
new Los Angeles digs and would 
love to hear from any Pingry alum-
ni living or passing through the 
area. Scott and Elizabeth were 
married in the Cote d’Or in 
November 2012, and ALICIA 
BRONSKI ADAMS ’97 was a 
bridesmaid.

JEN LEE KOSS spoke in the entre-
preneurship session during 
Pingry’s annual Career Day. She is 
the co-founder and Builder of 
Business of BRIKA, a company that 
supports budding artisans and 
designers and brings modern 

Rowan Avery Geronimo.

MICHAEL OCCHIPINTI spent 2013 campaigning a Modified at 
Springport Motor Speedway in Michigan. He nabbed a Top 10 finish in 
each race entered, and scored a victory in the next-to-last race of the year. 
The season culminated in a third-place finish in points, as well as Rookie 
of the Year honors. Michael is again chasing track points in 2014, while 
also racing part-time on the midwest-based Top Speed Modified Tour. 

crafts to the masses through the 
magic of e-commerce. Previously, 
Jen worked as a management 
consultant and private equity 
investment professional.

JONATHAN SHORT spoke in the 
law session at Pingry’s annual 
Career Day. He is a Partner at 
McCarter & English, where he prac-
tices intellectual property law, rep-
resenting clients in disputes and 
transactions relating to patent, 
trademark, trade dress, copyright, 
and trade secrets, as well as unfair 
trade/business practices, cyberlaw 
and data privacy issues. Jonathan 
has extensive experience with liti-
gation and transactional counseling 
relating to computer technology, 
including flash memory products 
and other consumer electronics. 

1997

Nolan Graham Adams. 

ALICIA BRONSKI ADAMS and her 
husband Scott Adams are happy to 
announce the birth of their son 
Nolan Graham Adams on February 
7. He weighed 7 pounds, 6 ounces 
and measured 20.5 inches.

1998

Michael Ames ’98 with a copy of 
Believer Magazine, to which he once 
contributed.  

MICHAEL AMES spoke in the 
media session of Pingry’s annual 
Career Day. He spoke to students 
about his current position as  
contributing writer for Harper’s 
Magazine. Prior to reporting for 
Harper’s Magazine, Michael worked 

JOHN CLINGAN married Caroline Eide on September 28, 2013, at the Grand Hotel in Stockholm, Sweden. 
Kneeling: JULIE CLINGAN ’03 and KATHY CLINGAN P ’97, ’03. Standing: ANDREW EHRENKRANZ ’99, 
MARK HARTLEY ’97, GREG STEVENS ’97, PETER PHILLIPS, ANA ROSA PHILLIPS (PARENTS ’93, ’97), 
GEORGE HELLER ’97, JAMES FRASER ’97, PAUL BURANI ’97, Caroline Eide, JOHN CLINGAN ’97, TOM 
CLINGAN P ’97, ’03, former Pingry fifth-grade teacher SUSANNE ALFORD P ’92, ’95, Tom Henwood, 
HOWARD HIRSCH, and former PSPA President and former trustee PAM HIRSCH (PARENTS ’95, ’97, ’03). 
Not pictured: BRYANT ALFORD P ’92, ’95.
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spends most of his days on the 
playground outside of the school, 
shooting some b-ball, chillin’ out, 
maxin’, and relaxin’ all cool.

MELANIE NAKAGAWA, a mem-
ber of Secretary of State John 
Kerry’s Policy Planning Staff, visited 
Pingry on April 2 to deliver the 
John Hanly Lecture on Ethics and 
Morality. Read more on page 66.

KEVIN SCHMIDT, MORGAN 
GRIFF ’06, and SAM DWYER ’06 
saw each other at Casey Kimber’s 
wedding on May 17. Pictured here 
are Kevin and Morgan.

ELIZABETH WATSON married 
Evan Osler on September 21, 2013, 
at The Skylands Manor in Ringwood, 
New Jersey. They celebrated with 
friends and other alumni including 
JENNA WATSON ’00, ALIXANDRA 
WATSON ’05, ANUPAMA 
YERRAMALLI, SAMANTHA 
SIEGEL, VANESSA CHANDIS, 
AMY RUTH (BARR) FINEGOLD, 
ARLYN DAVICH ’99, ERIC DAVICH 
’02, and Pingry history teacher 
JOHN CROWLEY-DELMAN ’97.

1999
KRIS BERTSCH was named one of 
the country’s top 15 men’s soccer 
assistant coaches by College Soccer 
News, the second consecutive sea-

as a reporter, magazine editor, and 
political communications director. 
He has also published The World 
Beard and Moustache Championships: 
The First Official Book.

Madeline Ann Finegold. 

AMY RUTH (BARR) FINEGOLD is 
married to Todd G. Finegold. They 
married on August 31, 2008, in La 
Jolla, California, and Pingry alumni in 
attendance included TARA PRUPIS. 
Although Amy Ruth started her 
career in early childhood education 
in New York City and London, she 
found that her teaching philosophy 
conflicted with London’s education-
al system, so her mission for the past 
15 years has been to make healthy 
and delicious gluten-free baked 
goods. While living in the U.K., she 
created Amy Ruth’s Baking Mixes for 
gluten-, dairy-, and sugar-free treats. 
She recently released Super Grains & 
Seeds: Wholesome Ways to Enjoy 
Super Foods Every Day (available on 
Amazon.com; see page 68), will be 
promoting her book throughout the 
U.S.A. and U.K., and is working on a 
second cookbook. To view her blog, 
visit amy-ruths.com. In other news, 
her alma mater, the University of 
Pennsylvania, recently elected Amy 
Ruth to the Trustees’ Council of Penn 
Women (TCPW). She has relocated 
to Short Hills with Todd and their 
son Jake. They are happy to 
announce the birth of their daughter 
Madeline Ann Finegold on June 2.

MEREDITH WEPNER GROSSMAN 
and her husband Judd Grossman 
are thrilled to announce the birth 
of their second daughter, Sydney 
Violet Grossman, on June 11, 
2013. Sydney is joined by her big 
sister Eliza. Meredith is an Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics at Mount 
Sinai Hospital. Judd is a partner of 
Grossman LLP, a Manhattan law 
firm specializing in art law.

RAYMOND KWAN writes, “The 
first weekend of June, I was joined 
by SHARON APPELBAUM and 
CHRIS WALLIS in California to 
celebrate NAT KATZ’s ordination 
as a deacon in the Episcopal 
Diocese of Los Angeles. What 
does it mean to be a deacon? The 
ministry of deacons is focused on 
being a ‘servant of those in need’ 
and assisting priests and bishops 
in worship and sacrament. Nat’s 
service will be continued work 
with his brothers and sisters at 
Holy Spirit (www.holyspirit-la.org) 
to help grow Laundry Love into a 
sustainable service ministry. 
Laundry Love is a nationwide  
initiative in which organized 
groups take over a laundromat  
at least once a month to make 

laundry services accessible and 
affordable to folks and families in 
need. So, what’s next for Nat? 
Pending the approval of God, the 
Bishop, and a body called the 
Standing Committee, Nat will be 
seeking ordination as a priest in 
December.”

MARSHALL MCLEAN spoke in 
the law session for Pingry’s annual 
Career Day. He is a transactional 
attorney at McCarter & English, 
where he represents mid-market 
corporate clients and participants 
in the renewable energy sector. 
Marshall is the founder and cur-
rent co-chair of the New Jersey 
State Bar Association’s Special 
Committee on Renewable Energy, 
Clean Technology, and Climate 
Change, and a Trustee of the Bar 
Association’s Environmental Law 
Section. He presented with his 
colleague JONATHAN SHORT 
’96. Both Marshall and Jonathan 
are proud to be continuing the 
long legacy of Pingry graduates 
who have worked for McCarter 
since the firm’s founding over 180 
years ago! When asked what he 
enjoys doing when he is not 
working, Marshall noted that he 

Ray Kwan ’98, Sharon Appelbaum ’98, Nat Katz ’98, David Allen, and Chris Wallis ’98.

Marshall McLean ’98 and Jonathan Short ’96.
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Pingry history teacher John Crowley-Delman ’97, Samantha Siegel ’98, Anupama 
Yerramalli ’98, Jenna Watson ’00, David Pocius, Elizabeth Watson Osler ’98, Evan 
Osler, Bronwen Smith ’98, Alixandra Watson ’05, Vanessa Chandis ’98, Arlyn 
Davich ’99, and Eric Davich ’02. Not pictured: Amy Ruth (Barr) Finegold ’98.

son that he has been included on 
this prestigious roster. Kris has 
been with the men’s soccer team 
at Xavier University in Ohio for the 
past four seasons. He was named 
the Associate Head Coach at Xavier 
ahead of the 2012 season, a pro-
motion that followed his prior two 
years as a Xavier assistant coach. 
“Kris accepting the job at Xavier 
was a huge milestone in our pro-
gram’s transformation, and he has 
really hit his stride in training the 
team, developing players, and 
overseeing a good deal of our 
recruiting efforts,” says Xavier Head 
Coach Andy Fleming. In his role as 
the associate head coach, Kris is 
responsible for coordinating 
recruiting visits and has been 
instrumental in the resurgence of 
the Xavier men’s soccer program 
by helping the team to land several 
highly-regarded recruiting classes.

EMILY BURNS, who completed 
her first year as Assistant Professor 
of Art History in the Department of 
Art at Auburn University, wrote a 
chapter for the new book A 
Seamless Web: Transatlantic Art in 
the Nineteenth Century (see page 
68). She also had two research fel-
lowships this summer, first a three-
month International Visiting 
Fellowship at the University of 
Nottingham in the United 
Kingdom. This fellowship in the 
Department of Art History was 
centered around the concept of 
“Art and the American Midwest.” 
In July, she went to Bentonville, 
Arkansas for a Tysons Scholars fel-
lowship at the Crystal Bridges 
Museum of American Art, a resi-
dential fellowship that provided 

Reagan, Molly, Sean, and Morgan Kehoe.

for scholars from around the world 
to pursue essential research on 
the history of American art. At 
both, Emily worked on her book 
about the visual culture of the 
American West in the French 
imagination in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries.

ALAN DANZIS shared his experi-
ences in marketing and advertis-
ing at Pingry’s annual Career Day. 
He is the Bridge Chief and a 
Director of Media Relations in the 
consumer practice division for 
GolinHarris. Alan is responsible for 
applying what audiences say 
online to broader campaigns that 
resonate in traditional media. 

ARLYN DAVICH spoke in the 
entrepreneurship session during 
Pingry’s annual Career Day. She is 
the Founder and CEO of PayPerks, 
a venture-backed startup that 
offers a financial capability and 
rewards platform for low- and mid-
dle-income consumers. 

CAROLINE DIEMAR spoke in the 
psychology session of Pingry’s 
Career Day in January. She is the 
Coordinator of the South Central 
Child Advocacy Center and the 
New Haven Multidisciplinary 

Team, where she provides over-
sight of the interagency coordina-
tion in case management of child 
sexual and severe physical abuse 
cases. Caroline has prior experi-
ence working with the Childhood 
Violent Trauma Center at the Yale 
Child Study Center and with a 
Child Life Specialist program at 
New York Presbyterian Hospital/
Weill Cornell Medical Center.

Finnegan Fahey. 

DAVID M. FAHEY and his wife 
Allison welcomed a baby boy, 
Finnegan, on June 30. Fair-haired 
Finn weighed 7 pounds, 15 ounces 
and measured 21.5 inches. Mom, Dad, 
and baby Finn are all doing great!

LAURA (COWAN) KEHOE and 
TODD KEHOE welcomed their 
fourth child Reagan Margaret 
Kehoe on May 13.

MICHAEL ROBERTS shared his 
experiences in finance at Pingry’s 
annual Career Day. He is the 
founder and Chief Investment 
Officer of Roberts Capital Advisors, 
LLC in New York City. Previously, 
Michael was an Investment 
Advisory Committee Member of a 
small cap fund at T. Rowe Price 
Associates, Inc.

NICOLE LEHRHOFF STAHL and 
her husband Aaron Stahl are 
happy to announce the birth of 
their twin boys Lucas and 
Nathaniel on April 29.

2000
SCOTT BUELL spoke in the law 
session at Pingry’s Career Day in 
January about his experience as an 
associate for Cleary Gottlieb Steen & 
Hamilton. He has been with this 
firm since 2009 and focuses on liti-
gation.

KEITH CASTALDO spoke in the 
public service session at Pingry’s 
Career Day. He shared his experi-
ences as the Finance Counsel for 
United States Senator Kristen 
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her father TED CORVINO (Pingry 
Assistant Headmaster and Lower 
School Director).

LISA KLEINMAN spoke in the 
performing arts session for Pingry’s 
annual Career Day. She is a writer/
producer for MTV and an actress 
on Upright Citizens Brigade 
Theatre (UCB) Maude Team Beige, 
a house sketch comedy team. Lisa 
also co-hosts, co-produces, and 
co-performs in Shut UP, an all-
female storytelling show at The 
Peoples Improv Theater. 

ALEXIS KNOPP spoke in the 
finance session of Pingry’s annual 
Career Day. She is an Executive 
Director in Nomura’s Securitized 
Products group, specializing in the 
agency mortgage-backed securi-
ties business. Lexy also serves as a 
team leader within the Women in 
Nomura (W.I.N.) network and is an 
active member of the Women’s 
Bond Club and 85 Broads.

2003
JASON KURZ spoke in the finance 
session at Pingry’s annual Career 
Day. He is a Wealth Strategy 
Associate at Gabriele Wealth 
Management. Jason also founded 
“Pingry on Wall Street” to organize 
and formalize the network of 

Gillibrand (D-NY). Keith is an attor-
ney trained in legislative advocacy 
and financial policy, with experi-
ence in both the private and pub-
lic sectors.

Kriti Sehgal ’01 and Aris Dutka ’00. 

ARIS DUTKA ate at the restau-
rants Pure Fare and Agno Grill, 
owned by KRITI SEHGAL ’01 and 
KUNAL SEHGAL ’01, in May 
while visiting the Philadelphia area 
for his 10-year Haverford College 
Reunion. Kriti and Kunal opened 
Pure Fare in 2011 and Agno Grill in 
2013. Both restaurants offer locally-
sourced, organic, and/or gluten-
free foods in a fast, casual setting.

Finnegan William Greig. 

ANDREW GREIG and LAUREN 
(WASHYCHYN) GREIG are proud 
to announce the birth of their son 
Finnegan William Greig on February 
16. He weighed 6 pounds, 12 ounc-
es and measured 20 inches.

MACAULEY GRAY (RANKIN) is 
an actor and musician living in Los 
Angeles. He has been in films such 
as Hazard Jack (2013), Deuce of 
Spades (2010), and Defying Gravity 
(2008). He has begun shooting 
Don’t Shoot! I’m the Guitar Man, 
based on a true story about a man 
who brings the power of music to 
inmates in San Quentin State 
Prison. To learn more about his 
career, visit www.macauleygray.
com or m.imdb.com/name/
nm2946805.

DR. GARY SILVERSTROM shared 
his experiences in medicine at 
Pingry’s annual Career Day. Gary is 
a professional dentist and the 
owner of The Silverstrom Group, a 
restorative and cosmetic dental 
practice in Livingston, New Jersey. 
His practice is consistently named 
“Best Dentist of Essex County” year 
after year. Gary is also involved in 
philanthropy, creating the annual 
Smiles For Life Award as an Oral 
Cancer Sponsor for the American 
Cancer Society. Last year, he donat-
ed $25,000 in dental services for a 
smile makeover to honor the cour-
age of a breast cancer survivor by 
rebuilding her self-image and giv-
ing her back a sense of what her life 
was like before she was diagnosed 
with cancer. This makeover recre-
ates the smile and function of the 
person’s mouth. Gary explains: 
“Every day at The Silverstrom 
Group, we witness firsthand the 
power of cosmetic dentistry to 
change lives. A person’s smile com-
municates volumes about that per-
son’s warmth, personality, and 
overall outlook on life. People with 
attractive, healthy smiles project a 
self-confidence that is invaluable in 
a variety of situations, from social 
interactions to business affairs. By 
enhancing your smile, you are truly 
enhancing every aspect of your life. 
The services we rendered were 

tooth replacement with dental 
implants; Cosmetic Porcelain 
Laminates to aid the appearance of 
her teeth; Invisalign clear braces to 
straighten and align her teeth; and 
a series of periodontal treatments 
to minimize bacteria. We look for-
ward to donating this service to 
another cancer survivor this year.”

2001
BRIAN RAMIREZ spoke in the 
entrepreneurship session of 
Pingry’s Career Day and shared his 
experience as the Chief Marketing 
Officer for WiseBanyan, a free 
online financial advisor whose mis-
sion is to democratize wealth man-
agement. Prior to WiseBanyan, 
Brian served as Chief Revenue 
Officer for a real estate data startup 
company.

Alumni—looking for locally-sourced, 
organic, and gluten-free foods in a 
fast, casual setting? Then check out 
the restaurants Pure Fare and Agno 
Grill in Philadelphia, owned by KRITI 
SEHGAL and KUNAL SEHGAL! 
Find out more at agnogrill.com and 
www.purefare.com.

RANDY SULCER spoke at Pingry’s 
annual Career Day about his experi-
ences with sports management. He 
works with UFC (Ultimate Fighting 
Championship, the world’s largest 
mixed martial arts promotion com-
pany) as a Manager in Operations. 
Previously, Randy worked in free-
lance TV production with a private 
company called Concom.

2002
AMY CORVINO married Nicholas 
Beyer on March 15 in Turks and 
Caicos. They celebrated with their 
families, including her brothers 
BOBBY CORVINO ’97 and 
TEDDY CORVINO ’94 (Pingry 
Upper School history teacher) and 

DR. ARIANNA PAPASIKOS ’00 
writes, “My brother DR. JACY 
PAPASIKOS ’03 and I are both 
orthodontists, and we opened 
our own orthodontics practice, 
Papasikos Orthodontics, in 
Montclair, New Jersey. We spe-
cialize in braces and Invisalign for 
children and adults, and are really 
excited to have our own business 
after many long years of school.”
Dr. Jacy Papasikos ’03 and 
Dr. Arianna Papasikos ’00.
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MORGAN GRIFF and SAM 
DWYER attended Casey Kimber’s 
wedding on May 17.

KELLY PEELER’s company 
NextGenVest has become part of 
Pingry’s financial literacy program 
(read more on page 35). 
NextGenVest was recently accept-
ed into the first class of Grand 
Central Tech, which provides free 
space in the old Facebook offices 
in Manhattan and access to men-
tors. For NextGenVest Global Club 
Members, there will be extended 
opportunities for internships with 
tech companies beginning this fall.

2007
HADLEY JOHNSON writes “I fin-
ished the first year of my Ph.D. 
program in Clinical Psychology. I’m 
in New York City and would love to 
meet up with fellow alumni!”

Pingry alumni and parents who 
work in the financial services 
industry. Jason collaborated with 
Pingry’s Office of Institutional 
Advancement to hold the first net-
working event in October at the 
Harvard Club in New York City.

LAUREN NEAMAN is engaged to 
Mike Wilkos. They are planning to 
marry on November 1, 2014.

DR. JACY PAPASIKOS and his sis-
ter DR. ARIANNA PAPASIKOS ’00 
have opened their own orthodon-
tics practice, Papasikos Orthodontics, 
in Montclair, New Jersey.

LIZ WIGHT moved back to New 
York City in August 2012 after 
spending three years in London, 
where she earned a Master’s 
Degree at Christie’s Education and 
began a career at the auction 
house. She now works at Christie’s 
Rockefeller Center as a Specialist in 
European Furniture, Ceramics and 
Decorative Arts, and recently 
spoke at Pingry’s annual Career 
Day. She keeps in close touch with 
many Pingry friends.

2004
JEFFREY RAMIREZ recently co-
founded Denizens Brewing 
Company, which opened in down-
town Silver Spring, Maryland this 
summer. Denizens Brewing Co. 
will brew European-style lagers, 
American-style ales, Belgian-
inspired beers, and sour and bar-
rel-aged beers, selling them on-
site and distributing them directly 
to other local restaurants and 
pubs. Jeff moved to the area to be 
the Director of Brewing Operations 
after similar positions in Boulder 
and Philadelphia.

2005
DR. JULIE ANN AUERON spoke 
in the medicine session at Pingry’s 
annual Career Day. Dr. Aueron 
shared her experiences as a Doctor 
of Physical Therapy at New York-
Presbyterian Hospital/Weill Cornell 
Medical Center. She currently spe-
cializes in post-surgical patients 
who have had reconstructive plas-
tic surgery, cardiothoracic surgery, 
burns, and pediatric burns.

2006
ADAM GOLDSTEIN, CEO and 
Co-Founder of Hipmunk, writes, 
“We recently raised a $20 million 
Series C financing round, led by 
Oak Investment Partners, who 
were previously investors in Kayak. 
We’re going to use the money to 
hire more people and expand our 
reach.”

2008
MELINDA ZOEPHEL writes, “I 
joined Pingry’s alumni mentoring 
program this year, and it has been 
super helpful. I was paired with 
SCOTT LOIKITS ’90, and we met 
up a few times. With his help, I was 
put in contact with someone at 
MoMA, where I was able to get an 
internship in the Architecture & 
Design Department for the fall of 
2013. His guidance helped me 
achieve a position at Ralph 
Appelbaum Associates doing exhi-
bition design. I am so thankful for 
joining Pingry’s program and 
strongly encourage alumni to sign 
up as both mentors and mentees!”

2009
EMMA CARVER graduated from 
Cornell University with a major in 
Psychology and minors in 
Inequalities Studies and Education. 
She moved to Los Angeles this 
summer to begin working as a 
special education teacher for 
Teach For America.

BRIAN HART writes, “After Pingry, 
I got a B.F.A. in Musical Theatre at 
Syracuse University, where I was 
also able to study abroad in 
London at Shakespeare’s Globe 
Theatre and in Scotland at the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe, and I 
participated in The Tepper 
Semester in New York City. After 
school, I interned at Matt Murphy 
Productions, who currently pro-
duces The Berenstain Bears LIVE! 

Leah Dungo ’09, Eileen Roach ’09, Kristy Bendetti ’09, Erin Murphy ’09, and 
Kevin McNulty ’09 enjoyed catching up at the Class of 2009 Class Party during 
Reunion Weekend.

DAN SCHUCHINSKY ’09 met up with fellow West Coast alumni at 
Pete’s Tavern in San Francisco on March 27. The group included 
JULIAN SCURCI ’99, WILL HETFIELD ’01, MARC WERRES ’99, 
JAMIL MCCLINTOCK ’04, and DAN. J.C. RABY ’90 is not pictured.
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Then, I went to intern at Daryl 
Eisenberg Casting and Aaron 
Grant Theatrical (producing/gen-
eral managing office in New York 
City theatre). Aaron hired me as his 
assistant, and I was also Assistant 
Company Manager on the office’s 
off-Broadway musical The Anthem.”

2010
DANIELLE COSENTINO was hon-
ored by Columbia University’s 
Athletics Department this spring. 
Read more on page 43.

ALEX DAIFOTIS attended the 
Princeton College Luncheon on 
April 9 and enjoyed catching up 
with Pingry friends over the summer.

PAIGE FARLEY writes, “During my 
senior year at TCNJ, I was lucky 

enough to get an internship with 
the New Jersey Devils sales depart-
ment. I worked behind-the-scenes 
for a world-class professional 
sports organization, contributing 
to the sales efforts of the depart-
ment that generates the most rev-
enue for the organization. 
Especially due to the arrival of a 
new ownership team in August 
2013, I have learned so much 
about what it takes to be success-
ful in the sports entertainment 
industry—the Devils have always 
been a successful organization, 
but new management has 
stressed the idea that we can 
always improve and strive for 
more. They are constantly remind-
ing us of our importance to the 
entire organization and motivating 
everyone to achieve a higher level 
of success. It was an awesome 
experience. In March, I began 
working full-time for the Devils as 
the sales coordinator and have 
since been promoted to be an 
analyst for the ticket sales and ser-
vice department, reporting to the 
VP of Sales.”

SAM FISHER is co-author of a 
new book, Rags to Roses: The Rise of 
Stanford Football (see page 68). 
This summer and fall, he is travel-
ing through Europe and Asia to 
explore new, creative ways to use 
digital storytelling techniques that 
he developed during his time at 
The Stanford Daily.

BETH GARCIA attended the 
Princeton College Luncheon on 
April 9 and writes, “A big group of 
Pingry 2010 friends met up in New 
York City for New Year’s celebrations 
this past January, including 
MADDIE GARCIA, LOUISA LEE, 
ALI ROTATORI, KRISTIN SCILLIA, 
COURTNEY HULSE, NAYANTARA 
JOSHI, and KATLYN CASEY.” 

DIAMOND MCCLINTOCK, who 
majored in an art and art history 
at Dickinson College, curated an 
exhibit this spring, “Letters & 
Lines,” with seven fellow seniors. 
Highlighting the interplay 
between images and words, the 
exhibit featured Renaissance 
prints from France, Germany, 
and the Netherlands (works by 
Albrecht Dürer, Claude Lorraine, 
Anthony van Dyck, Rembrandt 
van Rijn, and Hendrick Goltzius). 
This annual student-curated 
exhibit is required of all senior art 
history majors, giving them a 
chance to pursue intensive, orig-
inal research in their respective 
concentrations. This advanced 
scholarly research in co-curating 
and producing a published 
museum catalog for an exhibi-
tion is a valuable experience that 
gives students an understanding 
of how the museum industry 
operates and what it means to 
be a professional curator. “Taking 
charge of the curatorial aspects 
of the show exposed [my fellow 

curators and me] to multiple fac-
ets of exhibition preparation that 
we would not have experienced 
just writing an essay,” Diamond 
says. She was also profiled in 
Dickinson’s Scholarship Impact 
Report for valuing community 
service, global engagement, and 
student leadership. She distin-
guished herself as a volunteer for 
the Women’s Center and Carlisle 
Arts Learning Center, a multicul-
tural recruitment intern, an 
admissions student-interviewer, 
and a studio art assistant. During 
her junior year, Diamond also 
studied art in Norwich, England. 
As a result of two summer  
internships with an international  

JOHN KWON and JUSTIN SULLIVAN ’13, former Buttondowns, are the featured soloists in a music video by the Tufts University Beelzebubs, the 
school’s oldest men’s a cappella group.

Credit: Tufts Beelzebubs

Credit: Carl Sander Socolow
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luxury leather goods corpora-
tion, she is considering a career 
in human resources. On top of all 
that, Diamond was also involved 
with Dickinson’s new television 
station, Red Devils TV, for which 
she hosted the inaugural show 
two years ago. Fast-forward to 
last spring, when she was asked 
to serve as the station’s presi-
dent, so Diamond learned to 
produce shows and write for 
television. “One day, I want to 
help other students get the edu-
cation they deserve, but cannot 
afford,” she says.

SEAN SALAMON will begin 
studying this September at 
London’s Royal Academy of Music 
for an M.A. in Music Composition. 
Read more on page 70.

2011

SUSAN CONTESS, STEVE 
RIENZI ’13, and ASHLEY FENG 
at the NCAA fencing squad cham-
pionships at the University of 
Pennsylvania in February. They 
were fencing in the competition 
for Penn, Stevens, and Yale, 
respectively.

NIC FINK, swimming at The 
University of Georgia, won four 
medals, broke several SEC and 
Georgia team records, posted per-
sonal best times, and made 
Georgia Bulldogs history at the 
2014 SEC Swimming & Diving 
Championships. Read more on 
page 43.

HARRISON YU is on the 
Student Alumni Committee 
(SAC) at The University of 
Chicago and was the top fund-
raiser for Philanthropy Week. As 
the Alumni Outreach Vice Chair, 
he manages a team to imple-

Designs by Harrison Yu ’11 from MODA’s 2014 Spring Fashion Show at The University of Chicago.

ment ideas for engaging young 
alumni and fostering a tradition 
of philanthropy among 
UChicago students. A member 
of MODA, the university’s orga-
nization for students interested 
in fashion, Harrison finished 
another successful Spring 
Fashion Show at Union 
Station—their highest-grossing 
and largest show ever (1,200 
attendees). For the show’s open-
ing, he designed four gowns 
with colors and patterns inspired 
by the interior decorations of 
Schönbrunn Palace in Vienna. 
Harrison also manages the 
Designer Boot Camp program 
that trains six to nine students to 
churn out a full collection in 20 
weeks, so he recruited and 
developed over half of the 
designers in the 2014 MODA 
Show. Within MODA, he sits on 
the executive board that over-
sees the magazine, blog, mar-
keting, finance, and operations.

2012
MAEL CORBOZ is now attending 
the University of Maryland, which 
has one of the top soccer pro-
grams in the country. Read more 
on page 43.

St. Michael’s College Lime Quarry in 
Colchester, Vermont, one of the sites 
that Eleanor Johnson ’12 visited in 
the fall of 2013. She observed several 
sinkholes at this quarry. 

ELEANOR JOHNSON writes, “I 
spent the fall 2013 semester driv-
ing around northern Vermont for 

work and classes while: climbing 
up caves, taking measurements 
from quarries, canoeing down the 
Winooski River, almost getting 
hypothermia after swimming 
across part of the Huntington River 
(I started off walking, but it sud-
denly became deep), digging soil 
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pits, going to concerts, and hang-
ing out with my friends by Lake 
Champlain. I thought my first year 
of college was great, but UVM is 
always surprising me with new, 
fun experiences.”

CONNOR MCLAUGHLIN is attend-
ing Bucknell University, enrolled  
in the pre-health professions  
curriculum. 

JAMES OGDEN writes, “I saw my 
red-headed buddy DAN KELLER 

over winter break for the first time  
in a while. He looked great! 
Unfortunately, he couldn’t make it 
to the Back-from-College Luncheon, 
but he misses everyone!” 

THOMAS O’REILLY wrote at the 
Back-from-College Luncheon, “It’s 
exciting to be back at Pingry!”

JUSTIN SHANGOLD writes, “I saw 
JAMIE OGDEN and DAN KELLER 
over winter break. They are both 
enjoying school.”

DAVID SUKHIN, creator of the 
Snow Day Calculator (www.snow-
daycalculator.com), was inter-
viewed by New York City radio sta-
tion WNYC on February 14, a day 
after New York City public schools 
stayed open during a snowstorm. 
His calculator, a work-in-progress 
ever since Grade 6, predicts the 
likelihood of snow days by using 
data from the National Weather 
Service—expected start and end 
times of a snowstorm, tempera-
tures, advisories, and expected 

accumulations—and what he calls 
“human factors,” like the type of 
school and how many snow days 
the school has already had in a 
given year. Since graduating from 
Pingry, David added a feature to 
improve the calculator’s predictions 
on a school-by-school basis. “This is 
the main direction for growth of the 
Snow Day Calculator—helping 
schools make better decisions and 
report them more efficiently to their 
communities,” he says. The calcula-
tor is targeted for K-12 schools, but 
many students who used it in mid-
dle and high school are using it in 
college, so David is working to 
maintain the accuracy for colleges. 
He is also expanding automatic pre-
dictions for Canada. Right now, a 
manual version of the calculator 
allows anyone in the world to enter 
weather information and the calcu-
lator will generate a prediction. 
“This past year, when I released the 
school-specific feature, over 2,000 
schools were added within the first 
week, so it is very gratifying to see 
how many people are using the 
calculator now.” 

MADI TAYLOR writes, “I had a 
great semester last fall and am 
excited to be studying Cognitive 
Neuroscience. It was great to see 
all my Pingry friends over winter 
break, and I hope they had a great 
spring semester.”

EDWARD XIAO attended the 
Princeton College Luncheon on 
April 9 and writes, “Had such a 
great time seeing fellow Pingrians 
at college. It’s also always a plea-
sure to see the Pingry college 
office and administration again! 
P.S.—Hi to my brother Jeffrey ’19!”

2013
HAYLEY ADVOKAT writes, 
“College has been amazing, but I 
always love coming back to Pingry 
and seeing so many old friends 
and teachers. Pingry is the bomb!”

HANNA BEATTIE, playing ice 
hockey at Williams College, 
received All-American and 
NESCAC honors and made history 
at Williams at the same time. Read 
more on page 43.

BENJAMIN BEHRMAN writes, “I 
loved seeing everyone at the Back-
from-College Luncheon. It was a 
lot of fun!”

Maggie Morash ’12 Supports Her Cousin, Age 7, 
in Need of Bone Marrow Transplant

Mason, the seven-year-old cousin of Maggie Morash ’12.Brielle Buis and Amanda DeVolk of the Rutgers Women’s 
Soccer Team in specially-designed “SuperMase” shirts.

This past Christmas, my seven-year-old cousin Mason was diagnosed with severe aplastic anemia, a disease 
in which the bone marrow does not produce enough blood cells for the body—namely white blood cells, 
red blood cells, and platelets. Mason’s condition means that he needs to receive regular transfusions, can-
not go to school for risk of infection, and is at an increased risk for bleeding. The only cure is a bone marrow 
transplant. So, after hearing the news, my family and I committed ourselves to raising awareness about 
aplastic anemia and working to get as many people as possible to join the bone marrow registry.

For our final spring game against Princeton, the Rutgers Women’s Soccer Team warmed up in specially-
designed “SuperMase” shirts and distributed information about aplastic anemia and Be The Match, the 
bone marrow registry that is run by the nonprofit National Marrow Donor Program. The day after the game, 
as part of Rutgers Day, I ran a bone marrow drive to get people to join the registry. By filling out a form with 
basic health and personal information and taking a cheek swab, 67 people in the Rutgers, New Brunswick, 
and Piscataway communities stepped up to potentially save a life. They are all now in the registry for current 
and future patients to search when the patients need a bone marrow transplant. One person wrote, “Thank 
you so much for the opportunity to support your family as well as the Rutgers community.”

While Mason—along with millions of others fighting aplastic anemia, blood cancers, or certain immune 
disorders—is still without a bone marrow match, we are all continually working to spread awareness and 
add people to the registry, not just for Mason, but for all of those in need. For more information, visit 
BeTheMatch.org.
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YUMI CASAGRANDE writes, 
“Thank you so much to MR. LEAR 
and the College Counseling Office. 
I could not be happier at Tufts.”

CLAIRE CHEN writes, “College has 
been a great experience, and I 
know that’s due in part to the 
foundation I built at Pingry.”

ANDRAS DEAK wrote at the 
Back-from-College Luncheon, “I 
miss everyone at Pingry!”

STEPHEN FRIEDMAN writes, 
“Lehigh is great! Good to come 
back and see friends and teachers 
at the Back-from-College Luncheon.”

MAC HUGIN attended the 
Princeton College Luncheon on 
April 9 and writes, “Had a great 
time catching up with some Pingry 
alumni at Winberie’s in Princeton!”

MELISSA JAMES was excited to 
come back and visit some of her 
favorite teachers at the Back-from-
College Luncheon!

CAMERON KIRDZIK wrote at the 
Back-from-College Luncheon, “It 
was exciting to come back to 
Pingry to see all of my former class-
mates and teachers! It feels really 
nice to have a place to go back to.”

JULIETTE PIGOTT was named a 
Baldwin Scholar at Duke University 
last fall. The Alice M. Baldwin 
Scholars Program for undergradu-
ate women and leadership at Duke 
identified 18 freshmen women (out 
of 135 applicants) to form the Class 
of 2017. Participants hail from nine 

states, England, India, Kenya, and 
Mexico. Duke created the Baldwin 
Scholars program in 2004 in 
response to the Women’s Initiative 
research project, which investigat-
ed the quality of life for women at 
all levels of the institution. This four-
year Scholar experience includes 
academic seminars, a residential liv-
ing experience, an internship, and 
mentoring opportunities.

DANIELLE SEDILLO, playing soc-
cer at Lafayette College, earned 
honors for the fall season. Read 
more on page 43.

JUSTIN SULLIVAN and JOHN 
KWON ’10, former Buttondowns, 
are the featured soloists in a music 
video by the Tufts University 
Beelzebubs, the school’s oldest 
men’s a cappella group. Shot on 
location in Hawaii during the 
group’s January tour, the video is a 
mashup of two songs: John 
Legend’s “Refuge (When It’s Cold 
Outside)” and John Mayer’s 
“Waiting on the World to Change.” 
The song is available online, and  
all iTunes proceeds from sales  
of this single go to The Bubs 

Foundation—the group’s non-
profit that provides music pro-
grams for under-funded high 
schools in the greater Boston area.

2014
ELIZABETH ABBOTT writes, “I’m 
going to miss everyone at Pingry, 
but I’m excited to head off to 
Washington University in St. Louis 
this fall.”

ANDREW ALDER will be attend-
ing Bucknell University in the fall.

CARTER ALLINSON writes, “I’m 
so excited to be heading to col-
lege. Can’t wait to see everyone 
again!”

NADIA ASIF is excited to be 
attending the University of Toronto 
in the fall.

MATT BARICKMAN writes, “So 
excited to go to Tufts this fall with 
some of my awesome friends. Wish 
the best to my fellow classmates.” 

JACK BARRAL writes, “I can’t wait 
to see you all at the Back-from-
College Luncheon. I already miss 
everyone.”

ISABELLA BARRIONUEVO 
writes, “I am so excited for college!” 

ALYSSA BAUM writes, “I’m so 
excited to study at Brown 
University. I can’t wait to come 
back and visit my Pingry friends 
and teachers!”

MADDIE BOONE writes, “Psyched 
to go to UGA! Go Dawgs! Miss you 
guys!”

HARRISON BOYAJIAN writes, 
“So excited for college.” 

BRIAN BRUNDAGE writes, “May 
your roads lead all of you to your 
hearts’ desires.”

ANNA BUTRICO writes, “I am so 
excited to be attending Vanderbilt 
University in the fall to study 
English/Journalism. Thanks, Pingry, 
for an awesome four years…I’m so 
thankful for everything!” 

ERIN BUTRICO writes, “I’ve had 
such an amazing experience at 
Pingry! I’ll be at Duke University 
(studying something in the medi-
cal field), and I know Pingry will be 
with me every step of the way.”

EMILY KAMEN (kneeling, far right) volunteered with Princeton’s Office of Sustainability EcoReps to make sure 
that trash from Reunion and move-outs was properly donated or recycled.

Credit: Tufts Beelzebubs

Justin Sullivan ‘13.
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SEAN CARVER writes, “I’m going 
to miss Pingry. Cannot wait to be 
back. I am unbelievably excited to 
go to Cornell.”

KYLE CASEY writes, “I can’t wait to 
start college! I’ll miss all my friends 
and the time I spent at Pingry!”

STACEY CHEN writes, “I’m looking 
forward to joining the Cornell Class 
of 2018! I’m really going to miss all 
of my Pingry classmates, and I can’t 
wait to visit Pingry again.”

BRANDON CHUNG writes, “So 
excited to see you all at our 
Reunion!”

ZACHARY COHEN is excited to 
be attending Vanderbilt University 
in the fall.

HANNAH CREE writes, “I can’t 
wait to go to Villanova this fall!”

JOSH CREELMAN is taking a 
gap year.

KATHERINE CURRAN writes, 
“Can’t wait to go to college and 
join new, fun clubs/activities, but I 
am going to miss the groups at 
Pingry, too.”

RACHEL DAVIS writes, “This sum-
mer, I interned for a dance photog-
rapher and dance company, and 
learned how to surf in Hawaii.”

SOFIA DEAK writes, “I will really 
miss all my Pingry friends, but I am 
so excited to be at USC!”

CHRISTOPHER DEVITO writes, 
“Can’t wait for college!” 

JEFFREY DONG writes, “I’m really 
excited to go to Bucknell. It’s going 
to be fun!” 

ALLI DORNEO writes, “Yay, Tufts! 
I’m so excited for school this fall!”

KENDAL FOSTER writes, “I’m 
excited to go to college, but I’ll 
miss all of you!” 

SARA GAGNON is excited to be 
attending Dartmouth College in 
the fall.

NATALIE GILBERT writes, “It’s 
been such an honor to get to 
know most of you over the past 
seven years. I can’t wait to keep in 
touch over the next few years!”

JESSICA GLUCK writes, “I’ll miss 
you guys! I’m so excited for college!”

LAUREN GRAVES writes, “I’ll be 
missing Pingry! Thank you for 13 
great years. I’m so excited to be 
headed off to Lehigh University!  
I’ll come back to visit frequently!”

JULIAN GREER writes, “I am excit-
ed to go to football games in the 
fall at Vanderbilt.”

TAMMY GU is excited to be 
attending UC Berkeley in the fall.

JENNIFER GUO writes, “It’s been 
an amazing 13 years, so it’s a little 
bittersweet, but I’m excited for a 
great four years at Princeton!”

TANAY GUPTA writes, “Can’t wait 
to attend the University of Illinois 
this fall and see my friends when I 
get back!”

AVERY HATFIELD writes, “I’m so 
excited to go to Northwestern, and 
I can’t wait to come back and visit.”

MAX HELFMAN was featured in 
the Advocate Spotlight of the 
American Heart Association’s 
January newsletter. He continues 
to support funding for National 
Institutes of Health research and 
educating the community about 
CPR and AEDs. Max has also 

attended “You’re the Cure on the 
Hill” Congressional Lobby Days. He 
has been involved with the AHA 
since age 10. Max is looking for-
ward to running track and field at 
Emory University.

MAULIN HEMANI writes, “Very 
excited to attend Northwestern!”

LIZ HERMAN writes, “I’m excited 
to begin my freshman year at 
Boston College.”

CALEB HO writes, “I’m looking for-
ward to attending Swarthmore 
College! Hope to see everyone 
again at some point in the future.”

NEIL HOLMAN writes, “I cannot 
wait for college!”

BRIANA JOHNSON writes, “I’m 
super-excited to have graduated 
from Pingry, but I’ll miss all of my 
classmates while we’re away at 
college.”

BEN KAMINOFF writes, “I will miss 
all of you so much! So excited for 
college and can’t wait to see you 
all over breaks!”

EVAN KEY writes, “Can’t wait to be 
with Pingry alumni at Dartmouth.” 

Did you know that 70% of jobs are found through  
networking? Pingry’s Alumni Connect mobile app can link 
you with Pingry alumni in your area or industry and  
provide you with networking right at your fingertips! 
Networking has never been easier! 

For more information, visit www.pingry.org/alumniapp

Connect 
     for Success!

Download the free app today to your Apple  
or Android device! 
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RABIA KHAN writes, “I’m excited 
to go to Princeton and build new 
relationships, get some cool 
internships, expand my horizons!”

ISABEL KIM writes, “Extremely 
excited to start college at UPenn! 
I’m going to miss you guys :)”

ERIC KLAWITTER writes, “Very excit-
ed to be going to Georgia Tech!”

ROSHNI KOTLA writes, “Thank 
you!”

JEREMY KWAN writes, “Can’t wait 
to go to Bucknell!” 

JONATHAN KWAN writes, “Can’t 
wait to go to Bucknell!”

HALEY LA FONTAINE writes, 
“Can’t wait to start my next journey 
in life at Middlebury!” 

MIKAELA LEWIS writes, “I am 
excited to attend Carnegie Mellon 
University this fall! I enjoyed finally 
relaxing this summer and discover-
ing a new city, Pittsburgh!”

TRACEY LIN writes, “Hope you 
had a great summer!”

RYAN LISTER writes, “Really excit-
ed for UVA in the fall!”

MATTHEW MARVIN writes, 
“Can’t wait to pursue my dreams in 
New York City at Marymount 
Manhattan College!”

ALLIE MCMANUS writes, “So 
excited for Johns Hopkins!”

RAVEN MICKENS writes, “I am 
excited to meet new people and 
look at a new part of the world.” 

AIGNER MIZZELLE writes, “So 
excited for college. I will truly miss 
Pingry—it has become my home. 
Bittersweet departure. I love 
Señora Godfrey.” 

CHARLES MOORE-GILLON 
writes, “Can’t wait to go to college. 
Can’t wait to see everyone.”

LOUIE MONTEAGUDO writes, 
“I’m going to miss my classmates 
and teachers a lot. Thanks for 
everything, Pingry!”

SIMONE MOTEN writes, “I’m so 
excited to be moving on to this 
next chapter in my life at 
Dartmouth College. However, I’ll 
always hold the memories I made 
at Pingry in my heart.”

REBECCA MULLER writes, “I’m so 
excited to go to Lehigh. Pingry has 
prepared me well.” 

KUNAL NABAR is attending 
Vanderbilt University in the fall.

MEL NARATIL writes, “I’m so 
excited to go to Villanova! I will 
miss everyone at Pingry so much!” 

LILY NEIBART writes, “Can’t wait 
for college! I’m going to miss 
Pingry and all the wonderful 
friends I have made.”

KORYNA O’BESSO writes, “I’m 
excited to leave for college, but I 
will miss my friends, especially the 
ones I met my first year at Pingry in 
2004.”

LAUREN O’CONNOR is excited to 
be attending Boston College in the 
fall.

OSA OMOREGIE writes, “I am 
looking forward to going to 
Bowdoin this fall, but I will truly 
miss many of my peers at Pingry.”

BRANDON PREZIOSI writes, “I’m 
so excited for Vanderbilt. Can’t wait 
to come back and visit Pingry.”

JULIAN RAJAN is excited to be 
attending Boston College in the fall.

VINEETA REDDY writes, “I’m 
going to Dartmouth in the fall, 
and I was excited to relax and go 
on vacation this summer!”

ERIC ROGERS writes, “Good luck 
to everyone at college.” 

LAUREN RU writes, “Excited for 
college.”

GAVRIELLA SHANDLER is excit-
ed to be attending Oberlin 
College in the fall.

RYAN STORMS writes, “So excit-
ed to be going to college. I’ll miss 
everyone at Pingry!” 

ANDREW SUPRON writes, “I’m 
so excited to go to Rice! Can’t 
wait to come back and see my 
classmates and teachers.” 

MITCH SUZUKI writes, “Really 
excited to go to USC. Can’t wait to 
cheer on the Trojans. Fight on!” 

ADRIANO TAGLIETTI is excited 
to be attending Brown University 
this fall.

ABBY TIZZIO writes, “I’m excited 
for college.” 

DREW TOPOR writes, “I can’t 
wait to come back and visit next 
year!”

ANDREW TULLOCH writes, “I’m 
really excited to attend Hamilton 
College in the fall.” 

CAMILLE VANASSE writes, “So 
excited to start my collegiate 
training at NYU Tisch. I’m going to 
miss you!”

AVERY VELLA writes, “So excit-
ed to be heading off to college. 
Thank you for such a great time in 
high school.”

MORGAN WAHBY is excited to 
be attending Vanderbilt University 
this fall.

KYRA WALKER writes, “I’m so 
excited to get out and explore the 
world!” 

MICHAEL WERNER writes, “So 
excited for college! Woohoo!”

CHARLIE WOLLMUTH writes, “I 
am attending Tufts University, and 
I’m super-excited!!”

STEWART WOOD writes, “I’m 
going to miss my Pingry friends 
and teachers. I’m excited for col-
lege, though.”

STEPHANIE YEH writes, “I am 
ecstatic to be part of the Wellesley 
College’s Class of 2018! I’ll miss all 
my friends at Pingry and look for-
ward to visiting!” 

GEORGE ZACHARY writes, “Really 
excited to go to Harvard and can’t 
wait to come back and visit.” 

CHRISTINA ZAJKOWSKI writes, 
“Really excited for Penn.”

NICOLE ZEZZA is excited to be 
attending Elon University in the 
fall.

KATHLEEN ZHU writes, “I had a 
lovely internship at Leerink 
Partners LLC in Manhattan. Thank 
you, Pingry, for helping me set that 
up. I’m very excited to head to 
Cornell!”
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In Memoriam
William H. Troeber ’35
January 28, 2014, age 97, Fort Edward, N.Y.

Mr. Troeber attended 
Lafayette College and 
worked for W.T. Grant Co.  
He was drafted into the U.S. 
Army just before World War 
II and served for the “dura-

tion,” as he called it. He became first lieuten-
ant, working in hospital administration. After 
the war, he returned to W.T. Grant Co. Mr. 
Troeber was predeceased by his wife Fan, 
parents, and a sister. Survivors include his 
sons William, Jr. and Jeff, six grandchildren, 
sister Ruth, and six great-grandchildren.

The Reverend James B. Peden ’46
January 25, 2014, age 85, Shrewsbury, Mass.

Reverend Peden served  
in the U.S. Marine Corps 
after World War II and  
during the Korean War.  
He received a B.A. and  
an M.A. from Syracuse 

University, taught science in Shrewsbury, 
then received an M.Div. from Boston 
University and a D.D. from Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary. In the United 
Methodist ministry, Reverend Peden served 
churches in Massachusetts before becoming 
a chaplain and professor at Champlain 
College. His second wife Betsy predeceased 
him. Survivors include his brothers William 
and Robert, daughter Kerry, son Keith, four 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.

Richard Cassidy ’47
April 21, 2014, age 86, Brick, N.J.

Mr. Cassidy received a B.S. from 
Lehigh University and worked 
for the Elizabeth City Welfare 
Board and the Union County 
Board of Social Services as a 
supervisor. Survivors include 

his wife Diane and daughter Laura.

Dr. Galbraith Miller Crump ’47
July 12, 2014, age 84, Charlottesville, Va.

Dr. Crump graduated from 
Hamilton College and served 
in the U.S. Army as a non-
commissioned officer. He 
received an M.A. from the 
University of Reading in 

England and a D.Phil. from Oxford University, 
and began his teaching career in Renaissance 
literature at Yale University. Dr. Crump was 

appointed Professor of English at Kenyon 
College, and he served as Chair of the English 
Department and edited The Kenyon Review. 
Kenyon awarded him an Honorary Doctorate 
in Human Letters. The author or editor of 
seven books, numerous articles, essay, and 
poems, Dr. Crump’s books include The Mystical 
Design of Paradise Lost and A Slant of Light (an 
account of his wife Joan’s battle with ovarian 
cancer and their 55-year marriage). He was a 
visiting lecturer at colleges and universities  
in England, Canada, France, and Greece. 
Survivors include his sister, Mrs. John D. 
Hanlon; sons Andrew, Patrick, Timothy, and 
Nicholas; and grandchildren. A fifth son, Ian, 
died in an automobile accident in 2003.

Judge John Kirby Speer, Jr. ’47
May 1, 2014, age 85, Naples, Fla.

Judge Speer graduated  
cum laude from Harvard 
University and received  
a Master’s Degree in 
International Affairs from The 
University of Virginia and a 

law degree from Boston University. A member 
of the bar in Massachusetts and New York, he 
was an attorney at Boston Legal Aid Society, 
an associate at Donovan, Leisure, Newton and 
Irvine, a Naturalization Examiner with then-
Immigration and Naturalization Service, a trial 
attorney, and a judge. Judge Speer wrote arti-
cles on citizenship, nationality, and refugees 
that were published in the United States  
and abroad. He was inducted into Pingry’s 
Athletics Hall of Fame as a member of the 
1947 Golf Team. Survivors include his wife of 
54 years, Deborah, and sons John and Philip.

Harry G. Burks III ’48
July 17, 2014, age 83, Montgomery, Tex.

Mr. Burks graduated from 
Princeton University and 
worked at Exxon for 30 years. 
Survivors include his wife of 
30 years, Ann; brothers Dr. 
William Burks ’51 and Robert 

Burks ’56; son H. Gray Burks IV; 13 grandchil-
dren; and three great-grandchildren. He was 
predeceased by his daughter Ann.

Dr. Anatol H. “Harry” Oleynick ’48
February 19, 2014, age 83, Towson, Md.

Dr. Oleynick graduated from 
the University of Pennsylvania, 
earned a medical degree at 
The University of Chicago, 
and completed his residency 
in neurology at Johns 

Hopkins Hospital. He joined the U.S. Army 
Medical Corps, serving for two years as Chief 
of Neurology at Madigan Army Medical Center 
in Tacoma. After a brief tenure at Fort Howard 
Veterans Administration Hospital, Dr. Oleynick 

went into private practice as a neurologist, 
and was on the staff of the University of 
Maryland St. Joseph Medical Center, Greater 
Baltimore Medical Center, Union Memorial 
Hospital, Baltimore Veterans Administration 
Medical Center, and Springfield Hospital 
Center. For 50 years, he was also a clinical asso-
ciate professor in neurology at the University 
of Maryland Medical School. His wife of 53 
years, Laurel, died in July.  Survivors include 
their sons Christopher and Marc and four 
grandchildren. 

Jeremy Gordon ’49
October 8, 2009, age 78, Morristown, N.J.

Mr. Gordon graduated from Williams College, 
served in the U.S. Navy during the Korean 
War, and was an investment advisor for J. & 
W. Seligman & Co. Survivors include his wife 
Sara, sons John and Jeremy, daughter Jean, 
and six grandchildren.

Paul Richard Scannell ’49
March 16, 2014, age 82, Bend, Ore.

Mr. Scannell received a degree 
in Aeronautical Engineering 
from Stevens Institute of 
Technology and worked as 
the proverbial rocket scientist, 
designing both solid and liq-

uid rocket motors. He was predeceased by his 
second wife Laurie. Survivors include his chil-
dren Tom (TW), Margot, Michael, and Lindsey, 
and one grandson.

James L. Horning ’51
April 18, 2014, age 80, Huntsville, Tex.

Mr. Horning graduated from 
Lehigh University with a B.S. 
in Business Administration-
Marketing, served in the U.S. 
Army, and spent his career in 
advertising, eventually open-

ing his own firm, Horning Advertising. He was 
inducted into Pingry’s Athletics Hall of Fame 
as a member of the 1950 Football Team. 
Survivors include his wife of 56 years, Shirley; 
daughter Jamee; son Jase; brother Robert, Jr. 
’48; and four grandchildren.

Frank Kenneth Cameron ’53
June 22, 2013, age 78, Tahoe City, Calif.

Mr. Cameron, a veteran of 
the U.S. Army who served in 
Germany, earned a B.A. in 
History at Stanford University 
and spent his career in real 
estate. He was inducted into 

Pingry’s Athletics Hall of Fame as a member 
of the 1952 Football Team, of which he was 
captain. Survivors include his wife Susan 
(“Suz”), their sons Matt and Xander, six grand-
children, and his brother William ’54. He was 
predeceased by his son Peter.
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Dr. Douglas “Doc” McDowell 
Rogers ’64
June 4, 2011, age 65, Kailua-Kona, Hawaii

Dr. Rogers was captain of 
Pingry’s 1963 and 1964 golf and 
1963-64 basketball teams, and 
he was inducted into Pingry’s 
Athletics Hall of Fame as a 
member of the 1962 Football 

Team. He earned a bachelor’s degree in Biology 
at the University of Virginia and attended medi-
cal school at both The University of Nevada, 
Reno and UCLA. Dr. Rogers became an emer-
gency room physician for Kona Community 
Hospital. Survivors include his wife Edwardine, 
daughters Kelly and Shayn, son Stephens,  
mother Gladys, brother Dr. Thomas Rogers,  
sister Ann, and five grandchildren.

Peter B. Davenport ’67
March 5, 2014, age 65, Toms River, N.J.

Mr. Davenport received a  
B.A. in English from Rutgers 
University. He worked for 
Massachusetts Mental Health 
Center, was Vice President of 
Cam Tel Production, and retired 

from Alston School of Photography as Vice 
President of Marketing. Survivors include his 
wife of 25 years, Desiree; daughters Keely and 
Lexis; brother Ned; and sister Nancy.

Charles Wallace Sprague ’67
June 22, 2014, age 64, River Hills, Wis.

Mr. Sprague graduated from 
Yale College, served for a year in 
the New Jersey National Guard, 
and received joint J.D.-M.B.A. 
degrees from New York 
University. He joined Sullivan  

& Cromwell in the firm’s New York and 
Washington, D.C. offices. In 1983, he became  
a member of Reboul, MacMurray, Hewitt, 
Maynard & Kristol and later worked in private 
practice. Mr. Sprague moved to Milwaukee in 
1994 to join Fiserv, where he served as Vice 
President-General Counsel and Executive Vice 
President. Survivors include his wife of 29 years, 
Mary, daughter Martha, and brother John ’70.

George Nikitovich ’68
June 10, 2014, age 64, Monségur, France

Mr. Nikitovich graduated from 
Columbia University with a B.A. 
in History and Spanish and 
earned an M.B.A. at Columbia’s 
Graduate School of Business. 
He was a stockbroker, specializ-

ing in the management of investment portfoli-
os for foreign clients. He worked for Merrill 
Lynch, Gruntal & Co., and Petersen Investments. 
Survivors include his daughter Maia, son Austen, 
father Pavlé, sisters Maia and Vesna, brother 
Paul, and one grandson.

Dr. Arthur Mason Ahearn ’54
July 25, 2014, age 77, Georgetown, S.C.

Dr. Ahearn graduated from 
the University of Rochester 
and Cornell University 
College of Medicine. He 
joined the U.S. Army and 
served as a Battalion Surgeon 

with the 82nd Airborne (ABN) Division, as I 
Corps Surgeon with the 5th Special Forces 
Group (ABN) in Vietnam, and as Deputy 
Surgeon, U.S. Army John F. Kennedy Special 
Warfare Center. He finished his initial active 
duty as Chief of Orthopedic Service at U.S. 
Army Dwight D. Eisenhower Army Medical 
Center. Dr. Ahearn practiced orthopedics and 
was the founding partner of Bay Orthopaedic 
Associates. He was an attending physician at 
Georgetown Memorial Hospital, where he 
served as Chief of the Department of Surgery 
and Chief of the Medical Staff. He also attend-
ed at The Waccamaw Community Hospital, 
where he served as its first Chief of the 
Medical Staff. Dr. Ahearn joined the South 
Carolina Army National Guard and command-
ed its 251st Evacuation Hospital during 
Operation Desert Storm in Saudi Arabia.  
Later, he became Chief of the Department  
of Surgery at the 300th Combat Support 
Hospital, a joint hospital of the South Carolina 
and Tennessee Army National Guards. He was 
awarded South Carolina’s highest civilian dis-
tinction, The Order of the Palmetto, and the 
U.S. Army Medical Department awarded him 
The Order of Military Medical Merit. Dr. Ahearn 
was also invited into The Society of Medical 
Consultants to the Armed Forces, received the 
Society’s 2004 John R. Seal Award, and served 
as their 63rd President. His other decorations 
include The Legion of Merit, The Bronze Star 
for Heroism, two Bronze Stars for Meritorious 
Service, The Air Medal, two Meritorious Service 
Medals, The Combat Medical Badge, The 
Master Parachute Badge, and Army Flight 
Surgeons Wings. Dr. Ahearn was predeceased 
by his son Peter. Survivors include his wife  
Rita; sister Sally; children John, Dr. Ella Ahearn 
Whelan, Susan, Noel, and Dr. Briggs Mason 
Ahearn; and five grandchildren.

Craig McKenzie ’64
November 12, 2013, age 68, Monroe Township, N.J.

Mr. McKenzie graduated 
from Rutgers University and 
the Chubb Institute. He was 
a sales associate at Sterns 
and later worked for 
Middlesex County, driving a 

bus for seniors and disabled residents who 
needed transportation to medical appoint-
ments. Mr. McKenzie was inducted into 
Pingry’s Athletics Hall of Fame as a member 
of the 1962 Football Team. Survivors include 
his wife of 28 years, Eileen; mother Evelyn; 
brothers Douglas and Drew; and sisters Leslie, 
Nina, Karen, and Jill.

Leandro “Leo” Stillitano ’76
August 9, 2014, age 55, Weehawken, N.J.

Mr. Stillitano attended Columbia 
University, where he played  
soccer and received a B.A. in 
Comparative Literature and 
Classics and an M.I.A. from the 
School of International and 

Public Affairs. He earned All-Ivy honors and helped 
the soccer program reach the Final Four for the first 
time in history. Mr. Stillitano was a sales executive 
for the 1994 FIFA World Cup. When Major League 
Soccer was created, he served as Vice President of 
Marketing for the New York/New Jersey Metrostars 
and President and General Manager of the Miami 
Fusion. He later joined ISI/SFX as a sports marketing 
executive and acted as Managing Director for  
Clear Channel Latin America. Mr. Stillitano joined 
Champions World as Executive Vice President of 
Marketing and helped develop the Champions 
World Series (the first major international soccer 
tournament in North America). He also founded 
RedCarpet360 to create unique hospitality pro-
grams for clients at major sporting events. He was 
inducted into Pingry’s Athletics Hall of Fame as a 
member of the 1974 Soccer Team. Mr. Stillitano  
was predeceased by his father Carmelo. Survivors 
include his son Alec, former wife Joan, mother Tina, 
and brother Charlie ’77.

August Carlos “Cha Cha” Wooter
April 5, 2014, age 79, Suriname

Coach Wooter began his associ-
ation with Pingry’s soccer pro-
gram in 1972 as an assistant 
coach to Pingry’s Hall of Fame 
soccer team. He had been the 

trainer for the Elizabeth Sport Club at Farcher’s 
Grove and joined the Pingry staff at the behest 
of the late Al Kurz, father of Robbie Kurz ’73 and 
Arthur Kurz ’65. Coach Wooter continued to 
coach each year at the Pingry soccer camp 
under Miller Bugliari ’52 until 2012. As a player,  
he was captain of Suriname’s national soccer 
team for three years (1958 to 1960) and partici-
pated in all of Suriname’s 1960 CONCACAF 
(Confederation of North, Central America, and 
Caribbean Association Football) zone Olympic-
qualifying matches. In the 1990s, he served as 
head coach of the Sidwell Friends School girls’ 
varsity team; one of his defenders was Chelsea 
Clinton. The Virginia Youth Soccer Association 
honored Coach Wooter in 1999 with the Adele 
Dolansky Exemplary Service Award (the highest 
award bestowed upon a VYSA member). Coach 
Wooter was an enthusiastic ambassador of the 
game, trained and developed many of Pingry’s 
finest players, and set a tremendous example in 
hard work, fair play, and ethical conduct.

Retraction: In the March 2014 issue, we mistakenly 
announced the death of Peter von der Linde ’75. 
Pingry received incorrect information that led to 
this error. We apologize to Mr. von der Linde, his 
family and friends, and his classmates.
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Closing Word

In the fall of 1974, I entered Pingry’s 
North Avenue Campus where Pingry 
had been located since 1953. Two biolo-
gy labs, two chemistry labs, chapel, pool, 
tennis courts, lush fields, and the Fiske 
Garden greeted me, all the result of 
modernization planning years before. 
That planning took into account the 
need to have an institution that would 
handle increasing numbers of boys who 
needed better physical space because 
they were interested in a multitude of 
sports and subject matters. No longer 
was it sufficient to be grounded only in 
Latin, ancient history, math, geography, 
philosophy, and earth science—post 
World War II, students also had to be 
taught drafting, advanced science, and 
several world languages. As a result, the 
North Avenue Campus was designed 
with a large library and sufficient space 
to accommodate both a language and 
science wing.

The design of the North Avenue build-
ing also reflected Pingry’s traditions and 
the Honor Code, with wide hallways,  
traditional wood paneling, and lots of 
plaques and photographs. By the mid-
1970s, however, the physical plant was 
strained: art classes were held in con-
verted storage rooms, and athletes in 
sports like winter track had to train by 
running through the halls. Locker rooms 
and bathrooms had to be adapted to 
accommodate women. Glee Club prac-
ticed in the Whitlock Room (typically 
used for board meetings and special 
events) with nonexistent acoustics. 
Classrooms were set up in a teacher-
centric fashion without regard to the 
subject being taught or the best type  
of learning environment.

Why Modernization, Why Now?  
It is Tradition.

Thankfully, by 1974, members of the 
board and Pingry community had 
already planned for modernization, but 
the solution was to sell the campus and 
move, in 1983, to a new modern build-
ing out west. Classrooms would be 
adaptable to different learning styles, 
and there would be specialized areas 
for musical practice. Space would be 
abundant, and the building would be 
designed with co-education in mind. 

By Trustee Stuart M. Lederman ’78, Chair of the Building and Grounds Committee

to the evolution of its vibrant academic 
and athletic programs, and how these 
changes can also make scheduling 
more efficient. In April 2009, Pingry 
began its Curriculum Review that 
engaged seven subcommittees of  
faculty and staff to examine its current 
offering and identify areas of relative 
strength and weakness. Beginning in 
2011, Lower School and Upper School 
committees met regularly to build on 

The School needs to examine how its facilities can adapt 
to the evolution of its vibrant academic and athletic 
programs…Pingry can no longer keep moving.

Lower School students would have their 
own campus and a more modern build-
ing in Short Hills. Since Pingry’s move to 
Basking Ridge, how we teach and how 
we learn have evolved. Now, teachers 
and students want to integrate science, 
technology, engineering, and math in 
classrooms. Learning spaces need to  
be technology-rich and adaptable.  
The opportunity for students to work 
together is in high demand, and those 
spaces also need to have access to inter-
active and web-based technologies.

Why modernization, why now? Moving 
“west” does not make sense. Rather, in 
order for Pingry to continue its tradition 
of enhancing the learning process and 
preparing our students for the educa-
tional and career challenges of the 
future, the School needs to examine 
how its facilities can support and adapt 

that work and discuss the implications 
of the outcomes for the physical reorga-
nization, adaptation, and renovation of 
the Lower and Upper Schools.

In 2012, the board, together with facul-
ty and administrative staff, engaged in 
a workshop process to take Pingry’s 
Strategic Plan, Curriculum Review, and 
guiding principles to develop design 
themes for modernization—the ulti-
mate goal is to make sure that future 
generations of students have educa-
tional opportunities that prepare them 
to succeed not only in college, but also 
in their careers. The Pingry community 
has the obligation to create and exe-
cute the vision of modernization, just 
like the Pingry community did when 
the School moved to Hillside, and then 
to Basking Ridge. 
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PINGRY ALUMNI 
 CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Dates, locations, and times are subject to change or will be announced soon. Check www.pingry.org for updates.

Alumni Class Notes
Send us your latest news!

Do you have a new job? New baby? Just 
married? Recently moved? Or any updates 

to share with your classmates? We are  
collecting class notes and photos for the 

next  issue of The Pingry Review. 
 

Mail them to Tara Enzmann at  
The Pingry School,  

131 Martinsville Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 
07920 or email them to  

Tara at tenzmann@pingry.org.

Find us on Facebook! 
* Page name is Pingry School Alumni

Follow us on Twitter! 
*Handle is @PingryAlumni 

Join us on LinkedIn! 
*The Pingry School Alumni Network

Visit us online: 
For volunteer opportunities or any additional questions, please contact:

David M. Fahey ’99 
Director of Alumni Relations and Senior Major Gifts Officer for Athletics
dfahey@pingry.org
(908) 647-7058

Thursday, November 27, 2014
Turkey Bowl
Basking Ridge Campus
10:00 a.m.

Friday, November 28, 2014
Alumni Ice Hockey & Thanksgiving Party 
Beacon Hill Club
8:00 p.m.

Wednesday, January 7, 2015
Back-from-College Luncheon
Basking Ridge Campus
11:30 a.m.

Thursday, January 15, 2015
Pingry Reception in New York City
Hosted by Terry and Polly O’Toole and their children 
Maggie ‘05 and Brian ‘08 
Racquet and Tennis Club
6:30 p.m.
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The Life & Times of Miller A. Bugliari
No one person could possibly tell the whole story of Miller’s 74 years at Pingry, but 
over 160 classmates, alumni, colleagues, and friends have done just that. This book 
tells the richly-illustrated history of Miller’s devotion to the School and the life-long 
contributions that make him, now, “Mr. Pingry.” Read more about the book on  
page 64, and watch for announcements about how to order.


