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We are
Pingry!

Please consider making your gift to 
The 2010-2011 Pingry Fund today. 
Rev. John Francis Pingry, Ph.D., who founded the 
school in 1861, was a singular force of personality 
who gave the school its basic character and who 
influenced its every decision through the strength 
of his own good nature. Having taken over a small 
school hardly known beyond the city limits, John 
Pingry transformed it into a widely respected  
institution of learning that was a reflection of his 
own educational ideals. As a teacher, Dr. Pingry 
made such an impression upon his students that 
their memories of his presence and his influence  
remained vivid ones long after the memories of his 
classroom material had faded.  

Dr. Pingry’s ideals are still thriving today. 

His standards of excellence and honor remain the 
foundation of The Pingry School. Our exceptional 
faculty and staff, our bright and talented students, 
and our generous Alumni, Parents, Parents of 
Alumni, Grandparents, and Friends embrace Dr. 
Pingry’s core values and together make Pingry the 
school it is today. Please consider making your gift 
to the 2010-2011 Pingry Fund today, so that we may 
carry on the inspired vision of Dr. Pingry for many 
generations to come!

Support The Pingry Fund 

www.pingry.org

Office of Alumni and  
Development  
908-647-7058
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On the cover: 
Pingry holds the environment’s future in its hands.  
Sustainability will ensure that today’s resources will  
be available for the next generation.

17  Lower School Students Become Gardeners
Thanks to a generous gift from current parents, Pingry is constructing a Kitchen Garden  
that will teach students about food, gardening, and how plants impact the world.

23  New Look for the Martinsville Campus Clock Tower
An updated façade, a new clock, a spacious new lobby, and a new reading room in the  
library all resulted from renovations that took place this past summer.

31  Lower School Presents its Version of The Metropolitan Museum of Art
For the first time, students in Grade 5 organized their own museum, inspired by their studies  
of the Met—and they called it The Pingry Museum of Art.

32  Global Programs Make Impact with First Round of Service Trips
Upper School students and faculty visited Costa Rica, China, South Africa, and Egypt  
this past summer for service and cultural immersion.

38  2010 Letter-in-Life Award
Last year’s recipient was David Gelber ’59, an award-winning journalist and producer for  
CBS’s 60 Minutes who has dedicated his career to helping correct the world’s problems.

39  Gap Years Offer Graduates New Perspectives on Life
What are the benefits of taking a year off between high school and college? Three alumni  
from the Class of 2009 answer that question as they begin their college careers.

41  Inside Out: Filmmaker Jeremy Teicher ’06 Gives Senegalese   
 Students the Chance to Be Heard

Mr. Teicher’s fellowship from his alma mater, Dartmouth College, allowed students in  
Senegal to express themselves to the outside world.

Planting the 
Seeds for a 
Greener School

Pingry	is	going	green	to	
ensure	that	future	students,	
like	today’s	students,	will	
benefit	from	an	outstanding	
education.	The	Review	
explains	how	curriculum	
review,	faculty	leadership,	
and	operational	changes	at	
the	Martinsville	and	Short	
Hills	Campuses	are	making	
sustainability	a	reality.

School News – page 22



Alumni News
To	keep	alumni	in	the	news,	the	
Development,	Alumni	Relations,	and	
Marketing/Communications	Offices	are	
contacting	alumni	to	find	class	notes,	
which	are	published	online	and	in	the	
Review.	Pingry’s	web	site	offers	the	ability	
to	share	personal	news	by	clicking	an		
icon	and	submitting	a	class	note.	Stay	in	
touch	and	update	your	classmates	about	
what	is	happening	in	your	life.

Pingry Says “Thank You” 
with Annual Report
With	a	theme	of 	“A	Community	of	
Giving,”	the	2009-2010	Annual	Report	
acknowledges	all	of	the	financial	support	
that	Pingry	received	during	the	past	year	
from	the	expanding	Pingry	community.	
Pingry	is	grateful	for	all	of	its	generous	
supporters	and	the	many	gifts	that	make	it	
possible	for	current	and	future	students	to	
enjoy	an	exceptional	Pingry	education.

Alumni Portal
Stay	connected	in	cyberspace	with	the	
new	Alumni	Portal,	a	private	and	secure	
site	designed	specifically	for	Pingry’s	
alumni	community.	This	portal	makes	it	
easier	and	faster	to	contact	other	alumni:	
go	to	www.pingry.org	and,	at	the	top	of	
the	homepage,	click	on	“Community	Login.”	
Enter	your	username	and	password,	and	
you	will	have	access	to	the	complete	online	
alumni	directory	and	other	valuable	tools.

The	directory’s	search	capabilities	are	
helpful	for	career	networking,	you	can	
update	the	personal	information	in	your	
profile,	and	you	can	send	an	e-mail	to	the	
Alumni	Office	with	a	request	to	remove	
information	from	your	profile.	Additionally,	
the	Alumni	Portal	has	a	calendar	of	events,	
you	can	blog	and	chat	with	the	Pingry	
Alumni	Association,	and	all	Class	Notes	
have	been	moved	from	the	public	site	
to	this	portal,	a	private	environment	for	
sharing	news.

If	you	do	not	have	a	username	and	
password,	it	may	be	that	Pingry	does	
not	have	your	e-mail	address,	which	also	
means	you	cannot	be	included	in	the	
school’s	expanding	e-communications.		
To	make	sure	that	you	are	in	the	database,	
complete	the	enclosed	e-mail	address		
card	and	drop	it	in	the	mail.	You	will	
receive	a	private	username	and	password,	
enabling	you	to	join	the	portal.
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Nathaniel E. Conard P ’09, ’11

A Letter from the heAdmAster

Dear Members of the 
Pingry Community,
There is always a danger in using terms with-
out defining them, especially when the terms 
in question are open to interpretation and are 
the sources of controversy. Such is the case with 
sustainability. The concept of sustainability, in 
its most macro application, considers the future 
ability of our planet to sustain the human popu-
lation that calls it home. Throw that conversa-
tion-starter out there at a gathering sometime 
if you want to see just how divergent people’s 
views on a topic can be! As important a question 
as the carrying capacity of the Earth is, and as 
vital as it is to have Pingry graduates equipped 
with the analytical, intellectual, and leadership 
skills to address that question and its derivatives, 
it is not our intent to ignite that debate with this 
issue of the Review.

Instead, with this issue of our magazine, we take  
a look at what Pingry is doing to promote sustain-
ability as we define it. And, as we have articulated 
in our strategic plan, sustainability means ensuring 
that future generations of Pingry students have at 
least the opportunities presented to students today.  
In a world of steadily increasing expectations, an 
ongoing knowledge explosion, and rapidly growing 
understanding of how people learn, this means 
that we need to pay attention to every conceivable 
resource as we look to the future of our school.

The Pingry Honor Code and the school’s mission 
both compel us to be the best possible stewards  
of our resources, for the sake of generations past, 
present, and future. Whether it is our constant 
efforts to conserve energy (leading to significant 
cost and carbon savings), our stewardship of the 
endowment, or our ongoing management of our 
facilities to address and ultimately eliminate 
deferred maintenance, our sustainability endeavors 
are designed to ensure that Pingry remains at least 
the institution tomorrow that it is today.

Implicit in our efforts is the recognition and  
appreciation of the contributions made by previous 
generations of Pingry alumni, parents, faculty, and 
friends. As we all know, but may not often reflect 
on consciously, the campuses and facilities— 
classrooms, theaters, laboratories, gymnasiums, 
and fields—that our students and faculty thrive  
in today are the legacies of generous parents, 
alumni, and friends of prior years. We benefit 
today from their foresight. And the facilities of  
the future, enjoyed perhaps by our children’s  
children, will be our legacy.

I hope you enjoy this issue of The Pingry Review, 
I invite you to visit us in person and on the web, 
and I welcome your thoughts and questions. As 
always, thank you for your commitment to Pingry.

Sincerely,
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To formally recognize the school’s 150th anni-
versary and its extraordinary transformation 
from a small school for boys to one of the 
nation’s premier co-educational independent 
day schools, Pingry will host a Sesquicentennial 
Celebration from May 2011 to May 2012.
Headmaster Nat Conard P ’09, ’11 has appointed Special 
Assistant to the Headmaster Miller Bugliari ’52, P ’86, ’90, 
’97, GP ’20 to serve as Chair of the Sesquicentennial 
Celebration to oversee this effort and help outline plans to 
commemorate the anniversary. The committee has begun 
organizing events that will celebrate the school’s intellec-
tual rigor and development of student character. “I’m proud 
to play a leadership role during this significant milestone 
in Pingry’s history,” Mr. Bugliari says.

The committee—consisting of alumni, current and past 
parents, and grandparents, as well as representatives from 
Communications, Alumni and Development, the library, 
the faculty and staff at the Lower School in Short Hills  
and the Middle and Upper Schools at the Martinsville 
Campus—has offered many creative ideas, while also  
welcoming suggestions from all constituents of the greater 
school community.

Major events planned for the Sesquicentennial include  
an Alumni Kick-Off Celebration scheduled for May 13, 
2011, which will feature the premiere of an anniversary 
film; a Sesquicentennial Speakers Series featuring notable 
speakers, such as prominent leaders in their respective 
fields; the unveiling of historical items from the archives; 
an outdoor gala during Reunion in May 2012 for graduates 
of Pingry and Short Hills Country Day School; and a  
series of student-focused events and activities. In addition,  
a historical coffee table book and beautifully-illustrated 
children’s book will be published.

Mr. Conard is looking forward to the 150th anniversary 
and the opportunity it affords Pingry to celebrate its history 
and its service to Bernards Township and the wider com-
munity. “Our sesquicentennial celebration will give us the 

Pingry Announces Plans for 150th Anniversary

Honorary Trustee William S. Beinecke ’31, P ’61, ’64, a member of the Sesqui-
centennial Honorary Committee, and Special Assistant to the Headmaster 
Miller Bugliari ‘52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20, Chair of the Sesquicentennial 
Celebration.

Former Headmaster John Hanly, a member of the Sesquicentennial Honor-
ary Committee, with Sueanne Korn P ’89, ’94 and Jubb Corbet ’50, P ’77, ’78, 
members of the Sesquicentennial Steering Committee.

opportunity to reflect on how Pingry has evolved over the 
decades, to celebrate a shared experience, and rededicate 
ourselves to the educational vision that has sustained 
Pingry since its founding in 1861,” he says.

Suggestions for the Sesquicentennial are encouraged  
from all of Pingry’s constituents and can be directed to  
Mr. Bugliari or 150th Anniversary Coordinator Lynne 
Brum at lbrum@pingry.org. More information about the 
Sesquicentennial is available at www.pingry.org.  
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Letters to the Editor
Regarding the “Letter to the Editor” in 
the latest Review from Ed Cissel ’39, I 
wish to amend his statement that there 
are three living members of the Lower 
School who were there for six years 
under Harriet Budd’s leadership. To my 
knowledge, there is at least one more 
living member and that is me. I started 
in Grade 1 in 1922 and attended all 
grades in the Lower School.

- Charles W. Halsey ’34 

In the newest edition of The Pingry 
Review, under “Letters to the editor,” 
Eddie Cissel ’39 wrote about [the] Lower 
School under Miss Budd. He mentioned 
several classmates of the Lower School 
still around. Well, I started under Miss 
Budd in Grade 1 and continued thru 
Grade 6, and I am still breathing. Mrs. 
Clayton and her husband were patients 
of mine after I returned from the ser-
vice. Her maiden name when she was 
teaching was Miss Mellon.

- Bob Brenner ’38 

Kindly add my name to Ed Cissel’s list 
of living members of the Lower School 
who were there for six years under the 
leadership of Miss Budd. Clayton Jones 
’35 and I started Grade 1 in September 
1923. Several years ago, the Fifty-Year 
Club Luncheon had as its guest Miss 
Clayton, and we sat at the same table.

- Samuel L. M. Cole ’35

Memorabilia

We are grateful to many members of the 
Pingry community who, over the years, 
have donated memorabilia that will be on 
display for the 150th anniversary celebra-
tions. Pictured on this page are four of the 
items, and we continue to look for more 
treasures. If you would like to contribute  
to the celebration, please contact 150th 
Anniversary Coordinator Lynne Brum  
at lbrum@pingry.org or (908) 647-7058,  
ext. 1295.
Above: Photo album donated by John Coogan, Jr. ’51. 
Top:  Pingry gym bag and soccer jacket donated by 
Joshua Gradwohl ’80.

William Lloyd Barnard ’60 graciously donated a mural that was painted by the Class of 1959 while 
they were in Grade 2. Lower School Director Ted Corvino, Sr. P ’94, ’97, ’02 is shown with the mural 
and some current second-grade students.
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Convocation, the official beginning of the academic year, took place at the Martinsville Campus on September 13, 2010. Students were encouraged to think 
about the future impact of their actions and actively participate in extra-curricular activities. Headmaster Nat Conard P ’09, ’11, in tracing the origin and 
meaning of the school’s motto, charged the student body to consider the meanings of “acting respectfully” and “honoring the rights of others.” Read his speech 
on Pingry’s web site: click on “Campus Life,” then “All-School News,” and look for the Convocation article.

SCENE	AROUND	CAMPUS

Left: Jan Baalmann, Pingry’s AFS (American Field Service) student from Greven, 
Germany, was welcomed by his classmates and AFS Advisor and French teacher  
Kelly Jordan P ’04, ’06 on September 24, 2010. From left: Doug Ober ’12, whose family 
is hosting Jan Baalmann, AFS Advisor Kelly Jordan, and Jan Baalmann. 

Above: This fall’s art exhibition in the Hostetter Arts Center Gallery at the 
Martinsville Campus featured photography and mixed media by internationally-
recognized artist Berendina Buist. Her exhibit, “Still in Motion,” explored images 
of fluidity and change, both in time and state-of-mind. Among the works were a 
short video (“Breathless”), two freestanding sculptures, and groups of photographs 
arranged in sequences that Ms. Buist compares to frames in a movie. Pictured is  
Ms. Buist discussing one of her pieces with Fine Arts Department Chair Miles Boyd 
and members of the Portfolio Development class.
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Self-taught entrepreneur and author of You	Call	the	
Shots Cameron Johnson, a strong believer in financial 
literacy at a young age, addressed the Pingry com-
munity during the Finance Café on October 8, 2010. 
When he was eight years old, he was inspired by Donald 
Trump to be the best businessman possible (in response 
to a letter that Mr. Johnson had written to him, Mr. 
Trump treated Mr. Johnson and his parents to a metic-
ulously-planned stay at New York City’s Plaza Hotel). By 
having his own checking account and his first business 
when he was nine, Mr. Johnson learned to manage his 
finances, and he quickly became adept at running his 
own businesses. He credits his learning financial literacy 
at a young age, his passion for business, the power 
of the Internet, high standards for what he deems a 
success, continued education, and his personal motto 
of “what’s next?” for much of his success. Finance Café, 
an annual event funded by a generous Pingry family, 
educates and informs the Pingry community about the 
merits of financial literacy. From left: Headmaster Nat 
Conard P ’09, ’11, Cameron Johnson, and economics 
teacher/Financial Literacy Coordinator Leslie Wolfson.

Dr. John F. Pingry was born on September 26, 1818,  
and, on September 27, 2010, both the Martinsville  

and Short Hills Campuses began  
a new tradition of celebrating  

his birthday.
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PLANTING THE
SEEDS FOR A

GREENER SCHOOL
Pingry Faculty and Students Hold the 
Environment’s Future in Their Hands
Fifty or 100 years from now, will Pingry students be attending school in a state-of-
the-art facility on a scenic 191-acre campus filled with lush foliage, green grass, 
farmland, wetlands, and numerous athletic fields? Will they see deer and other 
animals roaming the back woods? How will their Pingry education compare with 
the current academic, artistic, and athletic offerings?

Pingry has always done its part to respect and preserve the environment, but, for 
over five years, the school has been implementing more aggressive tactics as part 
of a Strategic Plan that specifically addresses sustainability. “We want to ensure 
that future generations of Pingry students have at least the same opportunities as 
today’s students, in terms of outstanding teachers, modern teaching and athletic 
facilities, the most recent technology, and all of the other components of  
the Pingry experience,” says Headmaster Nat Conard P ’09, ’11.  This long-term 
strategy unifies the school’s sustainability efforts through its focus on financial 
sustainability (spending money wisely); sustaining the school’s human and  
physical resources; and being good stewards of the environment.
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THIS PLANNING IS GOOD FOR 
THE SCHOOL AND GOOD FOR 
THE STUDENTS. After all, since 
Pingry’s mission calls for fostering 
social responsibility in students, what 
better way to foster that responsibility 
than by creating opportunities and 
setting examples for students, so that 
they can learn how to steward their 
resources and protect their environ-
ment? In addition, Pingry’s Honor 
Code mandates that the school do 
everything possible to promote sus-
tainability because of the Code’s 
emphasis on showing a genuine  
concern for others, working for the 
greater good, and contributing posi-
tively to the global community.

There are three principal ways by 
which Pingry is realizing these goals: 
curriculum review, faculty involve-
ment, and several years’ worth  
of operational changes at both  
the Short Hills and Martinsville 
Campuses. A major goal of the cur-
riculum review is to help students 
better understand how all of the dis-
ciplines are inter-related. “We want 
our graduates to be leaders and prob-
lem-solvers, so they need to under-
stand the inter-relationships between 
and among people, the environment, 

and the academic disciplines, includ-
ing the arts,” Mr. Conard says. “Most 
noteworthy advances being made 
today are either inter-disciplinary  
or, perhaps more accurately, non- 
disciplinary in nature.”

A number of faculty members are 
committed to the school’s green 
efforts and are cultivating in their 
students the same awareness and 
commitment to the Honor Code.  
For example, history teachers John 
Crowley-Delman ’97 and Matt 
Horesta recently initiated Pingry’s 
Outing Club not only to help stu-
dents feel secure and independent  
in nature (through hikes and over-
night camping trips), but also to  
put students directly in contact with  
the natural world so that they under-
stand the importance of environmen-
tal issues such as conservation.

“Humans are part of nature. 
Everyone needs to learn how to 
respect the environment, a direct 
reflection of the Honor Code. When 
people come to the place where you 
camped, they should have no idea 
that you were there. Leave the area 
the same as or better than you found 
it,” Mr. Crowley-Delman says.

His father, Peter Delman P ’97, ’98, is 
one of the faculty advisors to Pingry’s 
Green Group, a student organization 
dedicated to sustainability that has, 
among other projects, helped to 
expand Pingry’s recycling program 
and make significant improvements in 
reducing the number of invasive spe-
cies on campus (read more about the 
Green Group on page 68). Mr. Delman 
is passionate about teaching students 
and the larger community about  
sustainability, because those life-long  
values will serve as the foundation  
for future green efforts—hence, envi-
ronmental courses are being planned 
for future Pingry students.

“That beautiful, wooded Pingry cam-
pus is just waiting to serve as a teach-
ing environment. Plans for the first 
semester-long Environmental Studio 
Art course include making paper 
from Phragmites—an invasive plant 
species—making sculpture from clay 
dug on campus, and making pig-
ments from Pingry’s soon-to-be-plant-
ed dye garden. We are also planning 
an interdisciplinary art trail. The  
sky really is the limit,” he says.

Members of the Green Group. Front row, from left: Mikell Graves ’13, Sarah Kim ’12, Connie Wang ’12, Kit Tyson ’12, Kate Leib ’12, Anders Velischek ’12, 
and Alak Mehta ’12. Back row, from left: History teacher Megan Jones, fine arts teacher and Green Group advisor Peter Delman P ’97, ’98, Catherine 
Ding ’13, Christine Kumar ’12, Jillian Ward ’12, Lulu Luzuriaga ’12, Emily McCormick ’12, Stephanie Carr ’13, Cailee Cassidy ’12, Sarah Park ’12, David 
Soled ’13, Emily Kamen ’13, and staff members Elaine Ochab, Barbara Stockhoff, and Terry Vaccaro. 
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The other faculty advisor to the 
Green Group, history teacher 
Megan Jones, is studying envi-
ronmental history in graduate 
school. “I grew up in a rural area 
north of Syracuse, New York, so 
it is very important to me that 
we preserve the environment. 
My plan with the Green Group 
is to use online resources about 
sustainability, network with 
other schools, and increase our 
knowledge about the local envi-
ronment. All of this information 
will help us make better, more 
informed decisions at Pingry,” 
she says.

Chemistry teacher Amy 
Greenleaf, who lives in a rural 
area in Pennsylvania, has been 
photographing landscapes, even 
an image as simple as a tree in 
silhouette, for about 17 years. 
Like Ms. Jones, Ms. Greenleaf 
has always been captivated by 
the beauty and fragility of farm-
land, and it saddens her that this 
precious land is being consumed 
by housing developments. “My 
artwork always captures an 
aspect of nature, because I love 
being outside, and I capture the 
subtle beauty of landscapes. I 
hope that others see the beauty 
that I see,” she says. Her vision 
for Pingry is an integration of 
social, economic, and environ-
mental sustainability into sci-
ence, humanities, and social  
science classes. 

Fellow science teacher David 
Maxwell, like Pingry’s adminis-
tration, is keenly aware of how 
money spent (or not spent) on 

current campus operations will 
influence Pingry’s future opera-
tions. “Money we don’t spend 
heating the building when 
nobody is inside can be used to 
improve student education. From 
a moral point of view, treating 
the environment with respect  
is simply the right thing to do.  
We expect our students to learn 
more at Pingry than just subject 
matter like biology, history, or 
Spanish—we expect them to 
learn honor,” he says.

To that end, his AP Biology class-
es are paperless (all assignments 
are submitted electronically),  
and, for the past five years, Mr. 
Maxwell has offered a summer 
course at Pingry about ecology 
and environmental science. He  
is also an adjunct professor at 
Raritan Valley Community 
College, where he teaches the 
course “Plants, Humans and the 
Environment,” partly for profes-
sional development, since he is 
using the information to develop 
an environmental science curricu-
lum for Pingry, in partnership 
with biology and chemistry teach-
er Lisa Fung-Kee-Fung. She focus-
es on the natural world in her 
classes so that students understand 
that nature sustains their lives.

At the Short Hills Campus,  
first-grade teacher Heather Smith-
Willis P ’16 observes the credo 
that her job is to teach students  
to be good stewards of the earth 
and their communities. “I grew 
up caring about the environment 
because I saw myself as part of it,” 
she says. “My hope is to begin the 

A PINGRY FAMILY SETS 
THE GREEN STANDARD
Many of the green initiatives mentioned in 
this issue of the Review are also supported 
by the Pingry community, especially the 
Sheeleigh family—Matt and Katherine and 
their son Matt ’11 and daughter Katherine 
’07. The Sheeleighs, like Pingry, are mem-
bers of the U.S. Green Building Council 
(USGBC), which establishes standards for 
energy-efficient buildings, and the 
Sheeleighs’ business brings the most recent 
high-efficiency heating and air conditioning 
products to the New Jersey/New York area. 
They are completing a green home (it will 
receive a gold rating from LEED for Homes, 
a rating system developed by the USGBC) 
and are beginning to construct a guest cot-
tage that will generate all of its own energy 
needs by using solar energy.

A few features of their home include the 
heating and air conditioning provided by 
geothermal heat pumps, which use the 
earth’s temperature.  Hot water is preheated 
using the geothermal system and tankless 
hot water heaters, which are active only 
when water flows through them, so energy  
is never wasted. Rain water is captured from 
the roof and used in toilets and hose bibs 
and to irrigate the property. Much of the 
house makes use of recycled and reclaimed 
materials and, in fact, the entire construc-
tion process used only three dumpsters, two 
of which contained material that was 100 
percent recycled and the third contained 
material that was 80 percent recycled.

The Sheeleighs make this commitment to 
being green because they value the earth’s 
limited resources. “We can change our 
behavior now and give up very little, if  
anything, in terms of lifestyle. The only 
thing that is holding us back is the chal-
lenge of change. If we can overcome man’s 
natural reluctance to do something differ-
ent, we can help ourselves and those who 
will come after us,” Mr. Sheeleigh says.
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conversation with young children so 

that they are more aware of their part 

in nature. A simple ‘hands on’ lesson 

about soil can change how students 

look at the ground—they are noticing 

worms that have surfaced after a rain 

storm. It’s all about awareness and lay-

ing the groundwork for making good 

environmental decisions,” she says.

In terms of operational changes that 

the school has made at both campus-

es to reduce expenses and create a 

greener environment, Pingry has 
reduced campus natural gas con-
sumption, electricity usage, water 
usage, and the number of monthly 
pickups for waste disposal. In the past 
year, food composting has diverted 
25 tons of food waste from landfills, 
while recycling has saved over 27 
tons of co-mingled materials (glass, 
plastic, and metals). As an added 
tool, administrators and faculty mem-
bers are using the Noveda 
Technologies web site to monitor the 
building’s energy use and teach stu-
dents about conservation.

By serving locally-grown fruits and 
vegetables in the dining room, the 
school is supporting farms in New 
Jersey and New York and reducing 
the costs and gas usage for delivery 
trucks. A pilot project is intended  
to add campus-grown blueberries, 
blackberries, and raspberries that are 
growing near the Carriage House  
at the Martinsville Campus—the 

results of a 2009 ISP (Independent 

Senior Project) undertaken by Zach 

Ring ’09 and Joe Naso ’09, who 

wanted to start a green initiative  

that would benefit Pingry and inspire 

other students to develop similar 

projects.

Another benefit to food composting 

is converting that material into 

organic fertilizer for use on the ath-

letic fields and campus grounds. In 

fact, Pingry has not applied any 

SINCE 2004

Natural Gas 
Consumption

Martinsville Campus

   32%
Short Hills Campus

   37%

➡
➡

SINCE 2004

Electricity 
Usage

Martinsville Campus

   19%
Short Hills Campus

   26%
➡

➡
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chemicals to its fields or used 
them in its buildings for the  
past three years—a result of  
the school’s Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) program that 
was developed to be consistent 
with policies mandated by the 
New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(NJDEP). Based on legislation 
that former New Jersey Governor 
James McGreevey signed in 2002 
to make all of the state’s schools 
healthier and more environmen-
tally-friendly, NJDEP stipulated 
that schools need to create IPM 
policies to protect children.

Chemical exposure in schools  
is suspected to have had serious 
effects on children, and that 
exposure, according to NJDEP, 

can be more dangerous for chil-
dren’s health than any possible 
bug infestation. Thus, schools 
were told to eliminate chemicals 
and use them only as a last resort 
when treating problems like 
weeds and bugs. Instead, schools 
must implement programs that 
use cultural, mechanical, or physi-
cal controls that identify and iso-
late the original causes of the 
problems (perhaps something as 
simple as finding an insect’s entry 
point into the building). 

Accordingly, the Martinsville 
and Short Hills Campuses have 
discontinued using chemical 
cleaners and now use only green, 
citrus-based cleaning products. In 
addition, thanks to the expertise 
of Supervisor of Grounds Richard 

GREEN EFFORTS EXPAND 
WITH HEADMASTER’S 
RESIDENCE
Thanks to the generosity of Honorary 
Trustee Bill Beinecke ’31, P ’61, ’64, who 
believes that Pingry’s Headmaster should 
live on the Martinsville Campus (he cur-
rently lives on the Short Hills Campus), 
Pingry is about to break ground on a 
Headmaster’s Residence. This project also 
serves as a golden opportunity to expand 
the school’s green initiative—so the resi-
dence is expected to be among the 
“greenest” homes ever built in New Jersey. 
As a result, Pingry anticipates LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design) Platinum or Gold Certification.

The LEED Green Building Rating System 
for new construction was established by 
the United States Green Building 
Council and consists of five environmen-
tal categories: Sustainable Sites, Water 
Efficiency, Energy & Atmosphere, 
Materials & Resources, and Indoor 
Environmental Quality. An additional 
category, Innovation & Design Process, 
addresses design measures not covered 
under the other categories. In other 
words, a high LEED certification signifies 
a very green building.

Among the green features of the new res-
idence, which is to be constructed from 
recycled materials, are solar technology 
for hot water and electricity; geothermal 
heating and cooling that uses the earth 
to cool the house during the summer and 
heat it during the winter; high-perfor-
mance LED lighting and light tubes to 
bring daylight into interior spaces; interi-
ors that will feature reclaimed, recycled, 
or sustainable stone and timber; and a 
3,000-gallon storm water collection sys-
tem for water recycling and irrigation.A poster in the Martinsville Campus dining room showing the amount of food waste 

diverted for composting.
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Cooke, turf management is now a 
focused, year-round effort, including 
new equipment intended to improve 
all of the school’s fields.

Two of the largest projects in recent 
Pingry history have taken place at 
the Martinsville Campus: replacing 
the old roof of the main building 
(including more insulation, solar 
capabilities, and new sky lights) and 
renovating the clock tower (with 
LED and compact fluorescent light-
ing, among other green features). 
The renovation made use of excess 
materials that had been saved from 
the construction of the Carol and 
Park B. Smith ’50 Middle School 
(read more about the renovated clock 
tower and see pictures on page 22).

Interestingly, the Middle School proj-
ect is an example of Pingry making 
its own decisions to increase energy 
efficiency, instead of automatically 

following the measures of USGBC-
LEED guidelines (U.S. Green 
Building Council-Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design), 
which issues certifications for green 
buildings. As a LEED-Accredited 
Professional, Director of Facilities 
Michael Virzi P ’18 knows that  
LEED is not the only measure for 
energy improvements.

“LEED is a checklist based on indus-
try standards, and construction proj-
ects receive points for exceeding 
those standards. It is a good starting 
point—it is certainly better than 
doing nothing—but LEED is not  
the only option for new construction 
or building operations,” he says.

Following LEED for New 
Construction with the Carol and 
Park B. Smith ’50 Middle School, 
points would have been awarded only 
for performance improvements to  
the new construction, but the school 
could achieve higher efficiency by 
integrating the Middle School’s 
water, sewage, and energy systems 
with the main building and Hostetter 
Arts Center. Thus, adhering to LEED 
guidelines would have resulted in a 
10 percent increase in overall energy 
consumption for the Martinsville 
Campus; integrating the systems and 
combining new and existing systems 

TOTAL ENERGY COST AVOIDANCE: $1,171,000

SINCE 2007

Waste Disposal 
Pick-Ups

Martinsville Campus

1 per month
Down from 24 per month

Short Hills Campus

4 per month
Down from 20 per month
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MYTHS VS. REALITIES  
OF GOING GREEN
MYTH: Going green costs more.

REALITY: It actually costs less, as 
illustrated by the charts in this article.

MYTH: Sustainability is a stand-alone 
topic, unrelated to the curriculum.

REALITY: Sustainability is related 
to the curriculum because students need 
to understand the connections between 
each discipline and the environment. In 
fact, Pingry is developing environmental 
courses in which the natural world will 
make a direct impact on the classroom.

MYTH: Sustainability simply means 
“going green.”

REALITY: The topic is more comprehen-
sive than a single phrase—the community 
needs to conserve and manage numerous 
resources. “Sustainability is a nexus of 
social, economic, and environmental  
concerns,” says chemistry teacher Amy 
Greenleaf.

MYTH: Green cleaning products are not 
as effective as regular cleaning products.

REALITY: Based on Pingry’s experiences, 
green cleaning products are equally effec-
tive, if not more. For example, green 
products do not leave any residue, which 
is not the case with some regular cleaning 
products.

MYTH: LEED-certified buildings are 
always more energy-efficient than non-
LEED-certified buildings.

REALITY: LEED is not always the best 
option for ensuring energy efficiency. For 
example, Pingry increased the energy effi-
ciency of the Carol and Park B. Smith ’50 
Middle School (which is not LEED-
certified) by integrating its operating  
systems with those of the main campus 
buildings, rather than implementing new 
systems specific to the Middle School.

COMBINED CAMPUS CONSUMPTION TREND
MEASURED IN MMBTUs (1 MILLION BTU—BRITISH THERMAL UNIT)

decreased energy consumption 
by 32 percent. “We sacrificed  
a plaque certifying that the 
building is green, but we ensured  
that the entire campus performs 
better,” Mr. Virzi says.

He estimates that pursuing  
LEED certification costs between 
$50,000 and $100,000, which 
pays for consultants, data  
compilation, energy modeling, 
and other fees, so Pingry has  
to decide on a case by case  
basis when that expenditure is 
prudent. “Much of what we’ve 
been doing counts toward LEED 
credit, but we’re not going out  
of our way to chase the certifica-
tion. We’re doing what makes 

sense to make the buildings 
green,” Mr. Virzi says.

Looking to the future, Pingry 
continues to examine possibili-
ties for sustainability, such as 
solar installations, green compo-
nents for the renovation or con-
struction of facilities, and green 
products for daily campus opera-
tions. All of this is in addition  
to the evolving curriculum and 
food service, as the school con-
tinues to explore cost-saving 
techniques and new avenues  
for environmental education—
thereby ensuring a vibrant insti-
tution and nurturing environ-
mentally-mindful students for 
generations to come. 
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2000-2001

2002

2003

2004
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2007

2008

2009

2010

A DECADE OF CHANGES:  
PINGRY’S MAJOR STEPS TO GOING GREEN

Conversion from oil to natural gas at both campuses.

Installation of chilled water system for air conditioning (produces and controls 
the flow of chilled water) at Martinsville Campus.

Chilled water system expanded to serve additional spaces at Martinsville.

Reduced light bulbs from 40-watt to 32-watt at both campuses (better 
light with lower power) and converted from magnetic ballasts to more 
energy-efficient electronic ballasts with equipment from the New Jersey 
Smart Start Program.

BMS (Building Management System) at Martinsville Campus allows for more control 
of operating schedules—permits a schedule for turning boilers, air handling units, 
chillers, and heat recovery equipment on and off according to the time of year.
Martinsville Campus dish machine, which allowed water and food waste to go down 
the drain, was replaced with a machine that recycles the water and separates the 
food for composting. 

Installation of first benchmark boiler with Middle School project.
Installation of heat recovery chiller system (produces heat and chilled water) at Martinsville Campus.
Initiated green cleaning and IPM (Integrated Pest Management) program at Martinsville Campus.

Upgraded campus electricity service so that Pingry owns primary equipment—
reduces exposure to multiple demand charges (based on peak electrical usage  
during the day) as the campus adds buildings.
Upgraded waste system infrastructure at Martinsville Campus to  
accommodate compactor.
As part of the Middle School project, Pingry planted 550 trees around the 
Martinsville Campus.

Installed Kitchen Garden at Short Hills.
Renovation of Short Hills Campus boiler room completed with $200,000 
in funding from the New Jersey Smart Start Program.
Renovation of Short Hills Campus restrooms to conserve water.
Instituted food composting at Short Hills Campus.
Added grounds equipment and management to improve Martinsville 
Campus IPM program.
Began to use the Noveda Technologies web site to monitor energy use.

Paper/cardboard and co-mingled materials combined into one recycling pick-up 
system—the addition of compactors dramatically improved the recycling program.
Conversion of all kitchen equipment from electric to natural gas.
Installation of second benchmark boiler.

Renovation of Martinsville Campus restrooms to conserve water.
Instituted food composting at Martinsville Campus.
Upgraded waste system infrastructure at Short Hills Campus to accommodate compactor.
Instituted paper recycling at Short Hills Campus.
Began to participate in PJM (Pennsylvania Jersey Maryland) Demand Response Program.  
Pingry volunteers to shed electric load when the PJM grid is experiencing peak usage.
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[ PHILANTHROPY ]
No Reason to Wait: Duane 
St. John ’50 Establishes 
Charitable Gift Annuity

“Why not?”

Following his 60th 
reunion in 2010, 
Duane St. John ’50 
and his wife Nancy 
were unable to  
answer that question 
about establishing a  
charitable gift annuity 
at Pingry.

The St. Johns had been considering the idea ever since 
they received the Winter/Spring 2010 issue of The Pingry 
Review, which announced the charitable gift annuity 
established by Miller Bugliari ’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20 
and his wife Elizabeth.

“That inside front cover announcement was a stroke of 
genius because there are a lot of people who can’t be  
larger givers who can now participate in this manner  
and still maintain the proceeds until their death. This 
gave us a chance to participate in the charitable gift  
annuity program,” Mr. St. John says.

In recent years he has been attending Reunion every five 
years to celebrate benchmark anniversaries. The most 
recent Reunion ultimately inspired Mr. St. John and his 
wife to make their decision because they were so impressed 
with the current students and other members of the Pingry 
community.

“A lot of it had to do with the important things I remem-
ber from being a student at Pingry, including the teach-
ers—definitely [the late] Albie Booth—and the Honor 
System: a moral compass enhanced by the Marine  
Corps Core Values which carried me through the Chosin 
Reservoir in the Korean War, Washington and Lee 
University, and the rest of my life. I got more out of Pingry 
than college, in terms of guidance for my life,” Mr. St. 
John says. He even wrote a letter to the Headmaster at the 
time, E. Laurence Springer, in December 1951, extolling 
his Pingry education.

The other question that he and Mrs. St. John could not 
answer after Reunion was, “Why are we waiting?” Now 
that they have proceeded to share their respect for Pingry 
with the rest of the community, they hope others will also 
say, “Why not?”

For more information about Charitable Gift Annuities and 
other planned gift opportunities, please contact Director  
of Institutional Advancement Melanie Hoffmann P ’20 at 
mhoffmann@pingry.org. 

Lower School Students  
Become Gardeners
The plot of soil has been created, the fence has been 
installed, and soon buds will be emerging through the 
ground at the Short Hills Campus, where Lower School  
students are about to embark on the journey of growing 
their own plants in a Kitchen Garden.

Laura and Alex San Miguel P ’15, ’17, whose funding has 
made the garden a reality, are impressed with the Short 
Hills faculty members’ enthusiasm about how the garden 
will be used and how gardening will be incorporated into 
the curricula for science, history, math, and other subjects. 
In fact, it was the teachers’ excitement that convinced the 
San Miguels to fund the project. “The energy in the room 
was palpable. These teachers so fully believe in the poten-
tial teaching moments a garden will provide, and I have no 
doubts that the project will have a positive influence on  
the students who have the opportunity to experience it,” 
Mrs. San Miguel says.

In the spring of 2009, several faculty members, including 
Heather Smith-Willis P ’16, Brian LaFontaine P ’10, ’14, and 
Patti Euwer P ’97, had suggested creating this garden as a link 
to the curriculum and a source of produce for the campus’ food 
service. Lower School Director Ted Corvino P ’94, ’97, ’02 also 
embraced the idea from the perspective of student awareness 
and giving students the experience of growing crops.

Originally, Mrs. San Miguel and other Lower School par-
ents were interested in the garden as a way for the Short 
Hills lunch program to offer healthier food. “I’m a big 
believer in wholesome nutrition, and I fully believe we have 
a captive audience at Short Hills. This is a perfect opportu-
nity to instill good eating habits in the students and provide 
them with the necessary nutritional information they will 
need to make good food choices for the rest of their lives,” 
Mrs. San Miguel says.

Pingry is also seeking funding for an additional garden at 
the Martinsville Campus. For more information, contact 
Major Gifts Officer David Greig ’98 in the Alumni and 
Development Office at dgreig@pingry.org. 

Nancy and Duane St. John ’50
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[ SCHOOL NEWS ]
Class of 2010 Graduates in 149th Commencement Ceremony

Class President John Kwon ’10 said he believes 
that Pingry made him and his classmates better 
students and better people.

Student Body President Will Pinke ’10 empha-
sized his classmates’ luck in reaching this mile-
stone and said they were all lucky to be part of 
the Pingry family and receive a Pingry education.

Valedictorian Yamini Nabar ’10 thanked the 
faculty members for their commitment to the 
students and said she and her classmates will 
always be part of the Pingry family.

Sam Fisher ’10 receiving The Class of 1902 Emblem Award for having the 
most commitment to the school.

Katie Bennett ’10 receiving the Magistri Laudandi Award for being the 
student who cares the most about helping others succeed.

The 132 members of the Class of 2010 received their diplomas during 
Commencement on June 13, 2010. Pingry faculty members, Trustees, and 
the graduates’ families attended the ceremony at the Martinsville Campus.

Amherst	College	(2)
Baylor	University	(1)
Berklee	College	of	Music	(1)
Boston	College	(3)
Bowdoin	College	(2)
Brown	University	(5)
Bucknell	University	(3)
Carnegie	Mellon	University	(1)
Colby	College	(1)
Colgate	University	(1)
College	of	Charleston	(1)
The	College	of	New	Jersey	(1)
College	of	William	&	Mary	(1)
Columbia	University	(3)
Connecticut	College	(1)
Cornell	University	(6)
Dartmouth	College	(3)
Dickinson	College	(1)

Duke	University	(3)
Fairfield	University	(1)
Franklin	&	Marshall	College	(2)
George	Washington	University	(2)
Georgetown	University	(3)
Gettysburg	College	(2)
Hamilton	College	(5)
Harvard	University	(3)
Haverford	College	(1)
Howard	University	(1)
Johns	Hopkins	University	(2)
Kenyon	College	(3)
Lafayette	College	(4)
Lehigh	University	(4)
Macalester	College	(1)
Middlebury	College	(3)
Mount	Holyoke	College	(1)
New	York	University	(1)

The	Ohio	State	University	(1)
Pennsylvania	State	University	(1)
Pomona	College	(1)
Pratt	Institute	(1)
Princeton	University	(8)
Rhodes	College	(1)
Rutgers	University	(2)
Southern	Methodist	University	(1)
St.	John’s	College	(1)
Stanford	University	(1)
Swarthmore	College	(2)
Syracuse	University	(3)
Trinity	College	(1)
Tufts	University	(1)
U.S.	Coast	Guard	Academy	(1)
University	of	California	at	

Berkeley	(1)
University	of	California	at	Los	

Angeles	(1)

University	of	Chicago	(2)
University	of	Notre	Dame	(1)
University	of	Pennsylvania	(4)
Vanderbilt	University	(2)
Vassar	College	(2)
Villanova	University	(3)
Wake	Forest	University	(1)
Washington	and	Lee	University	

(2)
Washington	University	in	St.	

Louis	(2)
Williams	College	(2)
Yale	University	(2)

Post-graduate	year:
Deerfield	Academy	(1)
Phillips	Exeter	Academy	(1)
Taft	School	(1)

Colleges Attended by the Class of 2010
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Retiring Upper School Registrar Barbara Edwards, who spent 27 years at Pingry, receiving 
The Cyril and Beatrice Baldwin Pingry Family Citizen of the Year Award from Chair of the 
Board Jack Brescher ’65, P ’99. The award is presented to members of the Pingry family who, 
in rendering meritorious service to the community, have demonstrated those qualities of 
responsible citizenship that Pingry aspires to instill in all of those associated with the school.

A “Legacy Photo” with members of the Class of 2010 and their parents, who also gradu-
ated from Pingry. 1st row, from left: Robby Allen ’10, Katherine Ogden ’10, Christian 
O’Donnell ’10, and Laura White ’10. 2nd row, from left: Peter Allen ’78, P ’10, Henry Ogden 
’78, P ’10, ’12, Sean O’Donnell ’75, P ’05, ’10, and Mr. O’Donnell’s daughter Caitlin O’Donnell 
’05. Ms. White is the granddaughter of Trustee Park Smith ’50, GP ’06, ’08, ’09, ’10.

Maddie Garcia ’10, Jenny Gorelick ’10, and Beth Garcia ’10.

Alex Scavone ’10, history teacher Matthew Horesta, and  
Louisa Lee ’10.

David Martin ’10 with his parents, fourth-grade teacher  
Barbara Martin and Douglas Martin.

Brian Zhou ’10, Sean Salamon ’10, and Victoria Morgan ’10.

Jennifer Soong ’10 with her father Frank Soong, mother  
Yu-Nain Soong, and sister Emily Soong.

Brandon Brier ’10 and Myles Bristow ’10 being congratulated by Headmaster Nat Conard  
P ’09, ’11 and Assistant Headmaster Jon Leef P ’15, ’18.
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[ SCHOOL NEWS ]
Board of Trustees Welcomes  
Five New Members
Three current Pingry parents and two Pingry graduates have 
joined the Board of Trustees and will serve three-year terms: 
Angela Burt-Murray P ’17, ’19, Kurt G. Conti P ’07, ’09, ’15,  
Kathleen M. Hugin P ’11, ’13, Stuart M. Lederman ’78, and 
Stephan F. Newhouse ’65, P ’95, ’97, ’99.

Angela Burt-
Murray and her 
husband Leonard 
are the parents of 
Solomon ’17 and 
Ellison ’19. Mrs. 
Burt-Murray, a 
journalist and an 
author, recently 

served as editor-in-chief of ESSENCE, 
the premier lifestyle, fashion, and 
beauty magazine for African-
American women. With a monthly 
circulation of 1,050,000 and a total 
readership of 8.5 million, ESSENCE 
is the largest women’s niche publica-
tion in the United States. In addi-
tion, essence.com is the largest and 
fastest-growing African-American 
magazine web site with more than  
10 million pages viewed each month. 
The magazine has been recognized 
for its editorial content, including 
extensive coverage of Hurricane 
Katrina’s impact on the Gulf Coast, 
a photo essay on AIDS in the 
African-American community, and 
comprehensive political coverage.

Prior to ESSENCE, Mrs. Burt-Murray 
served as executive editor of TEEN 
PEOPLE and executive editor of 
Honey, among other positions. She is 
also the co-author of the critically-
acclaimed book The Angry Black 
Woman’s Guide to Life and the novel 
The Vow. She is a member of several 
organizations, including the National 
Association of Black Journalists,  
Safe Horizons, The Overseas Press 
Club, and the American Society of 
Magazine Editors. Mrs. Burt-Murray 
earned a B.S. in finance at Hampton 
University.

Kurt G. Conti 
and his wife 
Gina are the 
parents of Austin 
’07, Brooke ’09, 
and Hunter ’15. 
Mr. Conti is 
President and 
Chief Executive 

Officer of The Conti Group, a 
nationally-recognized leader in con-
struction services, program manage-
ment, engineering, and development. 
The company serves federal, public, 
and private sector clients across the 
country and around the world in 
markets such as infrastructure devel-
opment, homeland security, power, 
industrials, and renewable energy.  
As a result of Mr. Conti’s project 
management skills for award-winning 
construction projects, the company 
holds several patents for technologi-
cal innovations.

He is a member of numerous execu-
tive boards and advisory committees, 
including the New York Building 
Congress, which promotes the 
growth and success of the construc-
tion industry in the New York area, 
and The Moles, a fraternal organiza-
tion of the heavy construction indus-
try. Mr. Conti is an honors graduate 
of Villanova University, where he 
earned a B.S. in civil engineering, 
and of Harvard Business School’s 
Owner/President Management 
Program.

Kathleen M. Hugin and her hus-
band Robert have three children, 
including Robbie ’11 and Mac ’13. 
Mrs. Hugin has served on numerous 
boards of healthcare, educational, 
and civic organizations. She is  

currently a  
member of the 
Institutional 
Review Board of 
Atlantic Health 
System, which 
reviews and 
approves all  
clinical trials  

in which the system’s hospitals par-
ticipate; the Advisory Board for  
the Ethics Institute at Kent Place 
School; and the Board of Regents at 
Georgetown University. Previously, 
Mrs. Hugin served on the Institutional 
Review Board of Overlook Hospital, 
Overlook Hospital Foundation 
Board, and Kent Place School Board 
of Trustees. She is also Vice Chair  
of New Jersey Goals Ahead, which 
enables financially-disadvantaged 
children to play ice hockey.

Mrs. Hugin’s professional experience 
has included serving as program 
coordinator for Betances Health 
Center, a community health center 
in Manhattan, and as a bond trader 
for Dean Witter Reynolds in  
New York. She graduated from 
Georgetown University with a B.A. 
in economics, and she received a 
master’s degree in public health  
from Columbia University.

Stuart M. 
Lederman ’78 
and his wife 
Lynn have two 
children. From 
2000 to 2004, 
Mr. Lederman 
served as both 
president of the 

Pingry Alumni Association and as  
a Pingry trustee. He is a partner at 
the Morristown law firm of Riker, 
Danzig, Scherer, Hyland & Perretti, 
where he focuses on eminent 
domain, construction, real estate, 
and civil litigation. He has conducted 
numerous jury and non-jury trials 
and arbitrations and has argued in 
state and federal appellate courts  
and before the New Jersey Supreme 
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Court. He is also a member of  
the New Jersey Supreme Court 
Committee on Character.

Additionally, Mr. Lederman is First 
Vice President of the New Jersey 
State Bar Foundation and a former 
chair of the New Jersey Supreme 
Court District X Ethics Committee. 
He is a member of the Bar in New 
Jersey, New York, the United States 
District Court for the District of New 
Jersey and the Southern District of 
New York, and the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Second and 
Third Circuits. He earned a B.A. 
with Distinction in political science 
from the University of Delaware  
and earned his J.D. at the Emory 
University School of Law.

Stephan F. 
Newhouse ’65 
and his wife Judy 
are the parents 
of three Pingry 
alumni: James ’95, 
Christopher ’97, 
and Stephan ’99. 
Mr. Newhouse 

has re-joined the Board of Trustees, 
having previously served as a Pingry 

trustee from 1986 to 2001 and as an 
Honorary Trustee from 2001 to 2010. 
In 2002, he received the school’s 
Letter-in-Life Award, the highest 
honor bestowed upon an alumnus or 
alumna.

He spent 26 years with Morgan 
Stanley, most recently as President 
from 2003 to 2005. Mr. Newhouse 
also served as the company’s 
Co-President and CEO of the 
Institutional Securities Group and 
Chairman of the Board of Morgan 
Stanley & Co. International Limited, 
among other positions. His other 
affiliations include being Director  
of the insurance company Alterra 
Capital Group, a member of the 
Advisory Board of CM Capital 
Corporation, and a Trustee of the 
Civil War Preservation Trust. Mr. 
Newhouse earned an M.B.A. with 
Distinction at Harvard University 
and a B.S. at Yale University. He 
served as an officer in the United 
States Navy from 1969 to 1972.

“We’re extremely happy and grateful 
that we have five new members join-
ing the board. Stu Lederman ’78 
brings a great perspective as an  

As of June 30, 2010, Harold W. 
“Tony” Borden ’62 and 
Deryck Palmer P ’09 have 
retired as members of the  
Board of Trustees.

Mr. Borden first served as a trust-
ee from 1983 to 1984 while he 
was President of the Pingry 
Alumni Association. Following 
that service, he was elected to the 
Board and served two three-year 
terms until June 1990, then was 
re-elected in 2003. Due to his 
expertise in energy and construc-
tion, he provided valuable 
insights for the Buildings and 
Grounds Committee. He also 
served as the Board’s corporate 
secretary and, during his final 
year as a trustee, served as Chair 
of The Pingry Fund.

For eight years, beginning in 
2002, Mr. Palmer helped recruit 
future Board members and played 
an important role in Pingry’s 
development efforts. An original 
member of the Audit Committee, 
Mr. Palmer helped formulate the 
committee’s responsibilities and 
function.

Pingry thanks Mr. Borden and 
Mr. Palmer for their years of ser-
vice and meaningful contribu-
tions to the Board of Trustees 
and the school. 

Front row, from left: Deborah J. Barker P ‘12, ‘16, Angela Burt-Murray P ‘17, ‘19, Audrey M. Wilf P ‘02, ‘04, 
‘13, Noreen C. Witte P ‘13, ‘16, Henry G. Stifel III ‘83, Alice F. Rooke P ‘02, ‘04, Miriam T. Esteve P ‘09, ‘11, ‘19, 
Kathleen M. Hugin P ‘11, ‘13, and Denise E. Vanech P ‘09. Back row, from left: Ian S. Shrank ‘71, Stuart M. 
Lederman ‘78, John W. Holman III ‘79, P ‘09, ‘11, ‘14, Steven M. Lipper ‘79, P ‘09, ‘12, ‘14, Jeffrey N. Edwards ‘78, 
P ‘12, ‘14, Terence M. O’Toole P ‘05, ‘08, Barry L. Zubrow P ‘10, Stephan F. Newhouse ‘65, P ‘95, ‘97, ‘99,  
Edward S. Atwater IV ‘63, Donald C. Mullins, Jr. P ‘15, ‘20, Conor T. Mullett ‘84, P ‘14, ‘15, Chair of the Board 
John B. Brescher, Jr. ‘65, P ‘99, and Dan C. Roberts P ‘99, ‘02, ‘09. Not pictured: Kurt G. Conti P ‘07, ‘09, ‘15,  
Holly Hegener Cummings P ‘14, ‘16, William D. Ju P ‘09, ‘11, and Park B. Smith ‘50.

alumnus and as a former board mem-
ber. Kathy Hugin has experience 
with other non-profits. Kurt Conti 
and Angela Burt-Murray will be able 
to bring to Pingry the experience 
and expertise that they have devel-
oped in the business world. Steve 
Newhouse ’65, having been a stu-
dent, parent, and trustee, is familiar 
with Pingry’s unique attributes, and 
his wisdom and judgment will be 
great assets to the Board,” says Jack 
Brescher ’65, P ’99, chair of Pingry’s 
Board of Trustees. 
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After more than a quarter-century, the Martinsville 
Campus’ iconic clock tower has received a face-lift. 
Renovations took place during the summer of 2010 in  
the midst of the roof replacement because the tower’s 
familiar green tiles were aging, and it was more practical 
and financially sensible for Pingry to upgrade the tower 
exterior at the same time as the roof.

In addition to structural and aesthetic improvements— 
the new façade unifies the tower with the colors and  
architecture of the rest of the campus—renovating the 
clock tower has created a new space for academic pursuits 
and a more inviting entrance.

Expanding the area beneath the clock tower has provided 
significant opportunities for the library—specifically, the 
center portion of the library that used to contain the circu-
lation desk is now a spacious reading area bathed in sun-
light, overlooking both the interior Upper Commons and 
the exterior Baldwin Courtyard. “Students have free time 
before, during, and after school, so this new environment is

Left: The renovated clock tower with its new façade, new clock,  
and expanded glass-enclosed interiors.

conducive to relaxed research and other classroom work. 
It’s a very attractive area for the entire Pingry community 
to use at their leisure,” says C.B. Newton Library Director 
Eileen Hymas.

The main entrance is larger, allowing for a natural exten-
sion of the building, and provides a more welcoming space 
for students, faculty, and visitors, particularly during large 
functions such as Parents’ Day, Homecoming, and alumni 
events. The new enclosure outside the existing main lobby 
is more energy-efficient, and the extra set of doors will also 
improve security.

This renovation is part of the Upper School moderniza-
tion that Pingry is undertaking during the next several 
years. A lot has happened at Pingry and in the world 
since the current building was constructed in 1983— 
curriculum modifications and technology updates, for 
example—so the Board of Trustees has approved a  
long-range plan to modernize and raise funds for the 
Upper School building. 

New Interior and Exterior Look for the  
Martinsville Campus Clock Tower

Left and top: The new reading room in the C.B. Newton Library. 
Above: The new enclosure outside the main lobby.
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“Refreshing,” “invigorating,” 
“inspiring,” and “enriching” are 
among the words that faculty 
members use to describe their sum-
mer fellowships. Pingry has been 
awarding fellowships of $5,000 
each since the summer of 1989, 
based on applications that are 
judged by a committee including 
the Headmaster and Chair of the 
Board of Trustees. The proposal 
does not have to directly relate to 
a teacher’s discipline, but it should 
contribute to making the faculty 
member a better teacher. Each 
applicant must have taught at 
Pingry for at least five years prior to 
the year of the award’s announce-
ment. These are the fellowships 
from the summer of 2010.

There have been so many technolog-
ical developments in schools, espe-
cially during the past decade, that 
science department chair Chuck Coe 
P ’88 has been wondering if all of the 
technology is making a difference in 
students’ education. Even 20 years 
ago, Mr. Coe was trying to determine 
how much work a student should 
complete by hand, rather than using 
technology—in other words, at what 
point does technology become an 
aid? For his fellowship, he sought 
data that evaluates the effectiveness 
of these investments.

“The most fascinating part of this  
fellowship was looking at the general 
way in which schools make decisions. 
As a science person, I am surprised by 
the extent to which educational deci-
sions are made on the basis of anec-
dotal or testimonial evidence, or phil-
osophical justifications,” Mr. Coe says.

Due to the fact that almost no data 
collected for sufficient sample sizes 
and under controlled conditions 
exists, he has concluded that, in a 
complicated educational environ-
ment, sometimes an expert’s opinion 

or testimony is the best information 
available. With respect to technolo-
gy, there is agreement among expert 
opinion, anecdotal evidence, and 
educational philosophy—the most 
effective uses of technology nearly 
always occur when a curricular per-
spective enables the identification of 
good instructional practices, and the 
technological tools are then used to 
facilitate those practices. Technology 
is often the missing piece that allows 
faculty to successfully manage coop-
erative and collaborative learn-
ing. Mr. Coe is still in the process of 
assembling his final conclusions.

Knowing that technology and other 
resources are vital for Pingry’s library, 
C. B. Newton Library Director 
Eileen Hymas participated in 
“Library and the Academy,” part of 

the Oxbridge summer program for 
faculty (“Oxbridge” is a collective ref-
erence to the University of Oxford 
and University of Cambridge). She 
stayed at Mansfield College, which is 
part of Oxford University, and visited 
a number of university libraries that 
are renowned for their vast collec-
tions and resources.

St. John’s College at the University 
of Cambridge was the highlight of 
her trip. She enjoyed what she 
describes as “the extraordinary privi-
lege” of handling manuscripts from 
the Middle Ages, including an early 
edition of The Canterbury Tales—she 
was delighted to see the calligraphy 
and hand-colored graphic art in per-
son, instead of looking at electronic 
versions. “Rare materials are highly 
restricted to users, usually respected 
scholars doing research. My own per-
sonal interest in art history and in 
medievalism made this a very special 
experience,” Ms. Hymas says.

Original Sources Figure in Faculty 
Members’ Summer Fellowships

 Eileen Hymas at the site of the Battle of Hastings, where she saw ruins of the Battle Abbey.
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Her group also visited the Ashmolean 
Museum of Art and Archaeology, 
Oxford University Press, and Pitt 
Rivers Museum. In addition, the 
schedule included lectures about 
diversity, inclusion, and global per-
spectives, all of which are addressed 
in Pingry’s Strategic Plan and are  
crucial to the library’s collections.

Perhaps most important for the 
future of Pingry’s library, Ms. Hymas 
learned more about digitization and 
the technology that is available for 
preserving documents in electronic 
formats. The school’s use of technol-
ogy will probably be largely based on 
teachers’ needs. “I have a heightened 
awareness of the importance of the 
library in the life of the school. All 
of these ideas affirmed in my mind 
how a good school library serves its 
community. It’s very important for 
me to keep my finger on the pulse of 
Pingry’s curriculum and the world 
scene,” she says.

During a recent trip to Italy with a 
group of Pingry Latin students, Latin 
teacher Susan Forrester P ’96, ’99 
noted the students’ excitement at being 
able to read Latin inscriptions on 
Roman tombstones. That experience 
prompted her desire to travel to Roman 
Britain to research Latin inscriptions 
(on tombstones, altars, and public 
buildings and on objects such as writ-
ing tablets), which are an important 
source of historical information.

In London she was especially pleased 
to spend time at the British Museum 
where the Roman section displays 
writing tablets from the Roman fort 
at Vindolanda (on Hadrian’s Wall). 
Other stops included the Roman 
baths at Bath, England, the ruins of 
the Roman legionary fort at Caerleon 
in Wales, and several other forts 
along Hadrian’s Wall.

Using her photographs and other 
information gleaned from the trip, 
Mrs. Forrester is planning to create  
a unit for Latin 3 that examines 
inscriptional evidence. “I’m excited 

to show my students important 
source material. It’s one thing to see 
a picture in a book, but another to 
see the real thing. Our students are 
fascinated by looking at and reading 
original sources,” she says.

Original sources were also impor-
tant to French teacher Gail 
Castaldo P ’00, who spent her fel-
lowship in France studying the lives 
of French Impressionists. “Students 
in French 2 research and make  
presentations about Impressionist 
painters, but my knowledge of the 
Impressionists has come mostly from 
reading, museum tours, and lectures. 
I wanted to study them more in-
depth, and this was a wonderful 
opportunity to visit the exact places 
where they painted,” she says.

Her first stop was Aix-en-Provence, 
the site of Paul Cézanne’s home and 
studio and the nearby mountain 
range that inspired his most famous 
series of paintings (Mont Sainte-
Victoire). From there, she immersed 
herself in Arles, where Vincent van 
Gogh painted many of his works. In 
particular, Mrs. Castaldo visited the 
sanitarium, whose surrounding land-
scape inspired van Gogh’s paintings 
of olive trees, lavender fields, sun-
flowers, and wheat.

In Paris, she traveled to the site of 
Georges Seurat’s A Sunday Afternoon 
on the Island of La Grande Jatte and 
to the Auguste Rodin Museum, and 
Mrs. Castaldo concluded her tour in 
Giverny, the famous source of Claude 
Monet’s water lilies.

Susan Forrester P ’96, ’99 visiting the Fort at Vindolanda on Hadrian’s Wall.
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“Now that I have first-hand knowl-
edge of these Impressionists’ lives, I 
am looking forward to sharing my 
findings with students in French 2 
and enhancing their research efforts,” 
Mrs. Castaldo says.

While other faculty members were in 
England and France, drama teacher 
Stephanie Romankow was fulfill-
ing a long-standing desire by visiting 
ancient Greek theaters in and 
around Athens, the birthplace of 

theater—a fellowship that enriched 
her studies of and teaching of the-
ater. “I feel most alive when I’m 
teaching, participating in, or viewing 
theater,” she says.

Every theater she visited inspired a 
sense of awe. “Having been onsite at 
these grand ancient theaters, some of 
which were designed for audiences of 
30,000 or more, I feel an overwhelm-
ing responsibility to share my excite-
ment and appreciation with the 

Pingry community. I hope our drama 
students will develop their own curi-
osity and possibly delve into theater’s 
rich history,” Ms. Romankow says.

She realized that theater was an 
incredibly valuable aspect of the 
Greeks’ culture, partially because she 
witnessed excellent acoustics and 
durable construction. Most cities in 
ancient Greece—even the town of 
Thira, located on a rocky cliff on the 
island of Santorini—had their own 
theaters. “Who quarried and carried 
these millions of pounds of stone up 
the cliffs and spent years creating a 
theater?” she wonders. “These people 
held theater in the highest esteem 
and risked their lives to create a 
house of meeting, performance, and 
community for their people.”

At Pingry, Ms. Romankow antici-
pates including a visual presentation 
of her trip with the Middle School’s 
annual Classics Day, her newfound 
knowledge will enrich the history 
portion of Drama I, and she wants 
theater to be an integral part of life 
at Pingry. “Theater is not just enter-
tainment,” she says. “It is a valuable 
craft that encourages students to take 
creative risks and develop public 
speaking, and it creates a sense of 
community.”

Gail Castaldo P ’00 took this photo of Auguste Rodin’s	The	Thinker	in front of Musée Rodin (his home) 
in Paris.

Stephanie Romankow visiting the Theatre of Dionysus on the Acropolis.
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As a teacher of creative writing who 
is always looking for new approaches 
to creative thinking, English teacher 
Dr. Susan Dineen attended a cre-
ativity workshop in Barcelona; her 
fellowship also connected creativity 
and global outreach, two areas that 
are being examined in Pingry’s 
Curriculum Review. The workshop, 
taught by novelist Shelley Berc and 
artist Alejandro Fogel, provided ideas 
that can be used in group settings.

“I’ve already used one of the work-
shop activities in my classes—intro-
ductions not by introducing yourself, 
but by interviewing another person 
and then taking on that person’s per-
sona. When you start using ‘I,’ you’re 
forced to become more creative about 
finding an imaginative trajectory 
among the different parts of another 
person’s story,” Dr. Dineen says. 
“You’re also pushed into becoming 
more empathic as you start identify-
ing with someone different from 
yourself,” she adds. Other activities 
were designed to make participants 
more observant and aware, sparking 
new ideas and projects.

She plans to incorporate more draw-
ing and automatic writing in her 
spring semester Creative Writing 
classes, activities in which students 
draw or write continuously for about 
10 minutes after getting simple 
prompts. “Sometimes the results  
are amazing,” she says.

“The workshop taught a very impor-
tant lesson about creativity—you 
have to remind yourself to look 
around to notice things. I think my 
students will benefit from these exer-
cises that make you look at the world 
in new ways,” Dr. Dineen says.

Teaching her students about envi-
ronmental sustainability and being 
responsible about the world’s resources 
are of utmost importance to Grade 1 
teacher Heather Smith-Willis P ’16, 
who has been using her fellowship  
to participate in monthly activities 
related to gardening, composting, 

water conservation, and growing 
medicinal herbs and plants.

In July 2009, she attended the  
NAIS (National Association of 
Independent Schools) Leadership & 
Sustainability Conference at the 
Woodward Academy in Atlanta, 
where she formulated a plan for 
bringing the information back to 
Pingry. “After visiting a landfill in 
Georgia, I came up with the theme 
of ‘There is No Away.’ I started 
thinking about what the word ‘away’ 
means to children and generated two 
essential questions for first-grade stu-
dents to see if they really understand 
what happens to their garbage—how 
do we dispose of things, and what 
happens to them?” she explains.

Because she continued to ask “then 
what happens?” the students realized 
that waste can easily accumulate, 

which has motivated them to be 
more conscious about waste manage-
ment. One immediate change in the 
fall of 2009 was to replace plastic 
bags with reusable bags to deliver 
afternoon snacks—a decision that 
saved over 2,700 plastic bags during 
one school year.

Since then, Ms. Smith-Willis has 
bought children’s books and hands-
on science and garden activities, and 
visited science centers, nature cen-
ters, botanical gardens, and schools 
in Georgia, as well as the New York 
Academy of Sciences. “I want to start 
teaching students at a very young age 
to be good stewards of the earth and 
their community. My ultimate goal  
is to get the Kitchen Garden up and 
running [see article on page 17] and 
help to change the students’ and 
teachers’ habits toward our renewable 
resources,” she says. 

Heather Smith-Willis P ’16 at the Atlanta Botanical Garden.
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The Albert W. Booth Chair 
for Master Teachers
ESTABLISHED	IN	1993	TO	HONOR	ONE	OF	
PINGRY’S	BELOVED	MASTER	TEACHERS,	
ALBERT	“ALBIE”	BOOTH,	WHOSE	PINGRY	
CAREER	SPANNED	64	YEARS.

This award is given to a faculty member 
from any department who has taught at 
Pingry for at least five years and reflects 
those qualities of honor, integrity, ideal-
ism, dedication to students, and reverence 
for scholarship which defined Mr. Booth’s 
life and work.

2010 – 2011 
NormaN LaVaLette 

GermaN

2010 – 2011 
michaeL c. richardsoN 

PsychoLoGy

The David B. Buffum  
History Chair
FIRST	AWARDED	IN	JUNE	2005	TO	HONOR	
DAVID	B.	BUFFUM	WHO	TAUGHT	AND	
INFLUENCED	A	GENERATION	OF	PINGRY	
STUDENTS.

This chair is awarded to an outstanding 
faculty member in the Pingry History 
Department who embodies Mr. Buffum’s 
dedication to and love of education and 
history at Pingry.

2010 – 2013 
aLfred a. desimoNe

The Edward G. Engel ’33 
Chair for Mathematics and 
Science
PINGRY’S	FIRST	ENDOWED	CHAIR,	ESTAB-
LISHED	IN	1983	IN	HONOR	OF	“EDDIE”	
ENGEL,	THE	CLASS	“MATHEMATICAL	AND	
SCIENTIFIC	GENIUS”	WHO	PARTICIPATED	IN	
EVERYTHING	FROM	MUSIC	TO	SOCCER.

This award is given to a faculty member in 
the mathematics or science department 
who has taught at Pingry for at least five 
years and made a significant contribution to 
the life of the school outside the classroom.

2008 – 2011 
drew B. BurNs 

scieNce

The Woodruff J. English ’27 
Faculty Award
ESTABLISHED	IN	1996	IN	HONOR	OF	
WOODRUFF	J.	ENGLISH	’27

This award recognizes teachers who instill 
in their students the love of learning and 
commitment to living the ideals of the 
Honor Code.

2010 – 2011 
cathLeeN h. eVerett 
sociaL studies (sh)

2010 – 2011 
JohN a. maGadiNi 
mathematics (mc)

The Herbert F. Hahn Junior 
Faculty Award
ESTABLISHED	IN	1993,	THIS	AWARD	IS	DEDI-
CATED	TO	THE	MEMORY	OF	THIS	MASTER	
TEACHER	TO	RECOGNIZE	TEACHERS	WHO	
BEST	PERSONIFY	THE	PINGRY	PHILOSOPHY.

This award is given to encourage young, 
experienced teachers to stay in teaching 
and recognizes good teaching and success-
ful involvement in multiple extracurricu-
lar responsibilities.

2010 – 2011 
LiNdsay a. BaydiN 

art (sh)

2010 – 2011 
Jeffrey J. JeNkiNs 

scieNce (mc)

The E. Murray Todd  
Faculty Chair
ESTABLISHED	IN	1989

This award is given to a faculty member 
from any department who has taught at 
Pingry for at least five years and who has 
shown extraordinary dedication to our 
students.

2010 – 2013 
timothy a. GraNt 

scieNce

The Norman B. Tomlinson, 
Jr. ’44 Chair for History and 
Literature
ESTABLISHED	IN	1989

This award is given to a faculty member 
in the humanities who has taught at 
Pingry for at least five years and made a 
significant contribution to the life of the 
school outside the classroom.

2008 – 2011 
mark d. facciaNi 

history

James P. Whitlock, Jr. ’60 
Faculty Development Fund 
for Science, Mathematics, 
and Technology
ESTABLISHED	IN	2005	AND	FIRST		
AWARDED	IN	JUNE	2007

This award recognizes outstanding  
teachers in the disciplines of natural  
sciences, mathematics, and technology.

2010 – 2011 
Bradford J. PoPrik 

mathematics

The Senior Class  
Faculty Chair
ESTABLISHED	IN	1997	AND	FIRST		
AWARDED	IN	JUNE	2007

This award was established to honor  
a distinguished teacher and provide a  
stipend for professional and curricular 
development in his/her discipline.

2010 – 2011 
heather smith-wiLLis 

Grade 1

[ SCHOOL NEWS ]
In addition to summer fellowships, Pingry provides 
opportunities for its faculty to attend conferences 
and make educational trips, among other 
 professional growth activities. Faculty members 

are also recognized for making significant  
contributions to the school. The following awards 
are those that were presented to faculty in  
June 2010 or are still being held.

Faculty 
Awards
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New Faculty  
and Staff

Carter Marsh 
Abbott joins 
Pingry to teach 
World History  
9 and 10 and 
coach girls’ 
lacrosse. She 
earned an A.B. 

in history cum laude from Princeton 
University (where she captained  
the lacrosse team, was a member  
of a national championship team, 
and was a two-time first-team  
All-American) and an Ed.M. from 
Harvard’s Graduate School of 
Education. Ms. Abbott previously 
taught and coached at Suffield 
Academy in Connecticut and is an 
assistant coach for U.S. Lacrosse’s 
U-19 Women’s National Team. Her 
sister Ashley Marsh Pertsemlidis 
graduated from Pingry in 1989.

The Alumni 
Office has  
welcomed 
Brooke Alper 
as Associate 
Director of 
Alumni 
Relations and 

Annual Giving. She previously worked 
in ticket sales for the New Jersey Nets 
and for the past five years with the 
New Jersey Devils. Ms. Alper received 
her B.A. from Syracuse University and 
helps raise money for the American 
Heart Association.

In the Middle 
School, Nicole 
Angioletti 
joins the math 
faculty and will 
be teaching 
Algebra I to stu-
dents in Grade 

6 and Form II and coaching girls’ ten-
nis. Ms. Angioletti, who previously 
taught at Theodore Schor Middle 
School in Piscataway, New Jersey, 
earned a B.S. in architectural studies 
and an M.B.A. from Philadelphia 

University, where she also served as 
an operations management tutor.

Drama teacher 
Jane Asch  
P ’04, whose 
sets and cos-
tume and make-
up design have 
been integral  
to Pingry’s 

drama performances for six years,  
has moved into a full-time position  
as Theater Production Designer and 
Manager, and she is teaching Art 
Fundamentals. Before coming to 
Pingry, Ms. Asch worked profession-
ally in New York City as a scenic art-
ist and stage designer. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree cum laude in drama 
from Washington University in St. 
Louis and her master’s in studio art 
from New York University.

Amy (Gibson) 
Cooperman ’90 
has joined  
the College 
Counseling and 
Upper School 
offices part-time. 
She earned her 

B.A. from Hamilton College, with a 
double major in English and sociology, 
and has spent her career in advertising 
and marketing, most recently having 
been a senior brand manager at L’Oreal.

Also joining the 
Middle School, 
to teach History 
7, is Katherine 
Dlesk. Ms. 
Dlesk earned 
her B.A. in his-
tory at Yale 

University, where she captained the 
track and field team and was a mem-
ber of Proof of the Pudding, a stu-
dent-run a cappella singing group. 
Prior to Pingry, she taught at The 
Village School in Houston, Texas.

Returning to the United States from 
a year teaching English at Fenyang 
High School in China, Frank Dolce 
is teaching Level I and II Mandarin 

Chinese. Mr. 
Dolce graduated 
from Carleton 
College with a 
bachelor’s in 
psychology and 
a language cer-
tificate for mas-

tery of Chinese language. He is also 
coaching Middle School boys’ soccer 
and JV basketball.

Brad Fechter ’05,
who served as an 
assistant coach 
with the boys’ 
soccer team in 
the fall of 2009, 
has returned to 
Pingry as the 

new permanent substitute at the 
Martinsville Campus. Mr. Fechter 
spent the past year working in sales 
and marketing and as a field techni-
cian with Enviroscapes, an environ-
mental restoration firm based in 
Monmouth Junction. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree in psychology from 
Princeton University, where he was a 
member of the men’s soccer team. In 
addition to his permanent substitute 
and coaching duties, Mr. Fechter is 
helping lead the peer leadership program.

In the athletics 
department, 
Meredith 
Finkelstein, 
who joined 
Pingry in the 
spring of 2010 
as an assistant 

girls’ lacrosse coach, is a new 
Assistant Director of Athletics. She 
earned a B.S. in family studies and a 
B.A. in sociology from the University 
of Maryland at College Park, where 
she won four national championships 
as a member of the women’s lacrosse 
team and captained the team during 
her senior year. Previously, Ms. 
Finkelstein worked for seven years at 
The Division of Youth and Family 
Services in Newark, New Jersey. 
Three of her siblings are Pingry  
alumni—Tom Egan ’89, Jen (Egan) 
Jonsson ’90, and Carey Egan ’92.
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Megan Jones is a 
new member of the Upper 
School faculty, teaching 
World History 10 and AP 
Modern European History. 
Ms. Jones earned her bache-
lor’s degree in history magna 
cum laude at Messiah 

College and her master’s from the University of 
Delaware. She is completing her Ph.D. at 
Delaware, writing her thesis, “A Worthwhile 
Summer with the Student Conservation 
Association: The Service and Education of 
American Youth, 1953-1975.” She also coaches 
girls’ JV soccer.

Erica Pettis joins the 
Alumni Office as Assistant 
Director of Alumni 
Relations and Annual 
Giving, having recently 
received her B.A. from 
Hamilton College, where  
she double majored in  

history and communication and studied abroad  
in Perugia, Italy. She was an avid soccer player  
at Hamilton and a member of one of Hamilton’s  
all-female a cappella choirs, “Tumbling After.”

The new social worker  
at the Lower School is 
Julie Perlow, a Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker. In 
addition to Ms. Perlow’s 
broad clinical and school 
experience, she is an  
experienced individual  

and family therapist and a certified trainer for 
the Active Parenting Today and Active Parent of 
Teens programs. She earned her B.S.W. degree 
from Skidmore College and her M.S.W. from  
the Simmons College School of Social Work.

Previously a member of  
the Admissions Office  
at Montclair Kimberley 
Academy, Mona Sinclair 
has joined Pingry as the 
Upper School 
Administrative Assistant.  
In addition to serving as 

“communication central” for the Upper School, 
Ms. Sinclair coordinates substitute teacher  
coverage for the Martinsville Campus. 

[ SCHOOL NEWS ]

Minnesota Vikings Help Jared 
Cohen ’11 Find a Career Path

First, there was sports broadcasting, 
then the possibility of being an agent, 
but Jared Cohen ’11 still was not sure 
what career path he wanted to pursue 
that would keep him—a life-long 
sports fan—connected to sports.

Recently, he became interested in sports management and, 
with the help of Trustee Audrey Wilf P ’02, ’04, ’13, was able 
to secure an administrative internship with the NFL’s 
Minnesota Vikings during the summer of 2010. Mr. Cohen 
worked on projects for the sales, marketing, and legal depart-
ments, including helping to organize photos that were used in 
the Vikings’ 50th anniversary season book. During the course 
of his day, he had the chance to meet with department heads. 
“It was a great experience to speak with them,” he says.

The Vikings’ Human Resources Director, Lisa Larson,  
reports that Mr. Cohen was willing to do anything. “He was 
very efficient about double-checking with the employees  
who asked him to complete tasks. Jared’s key to success was  
having the right attitude,” she says.

With this internship under his belt, Mr. Cohen feels even 
more prepared for the future. “I realized that this is a profes-
sion in which the math and history-loving nerd in me could 
co-exist with the crazy sports fanatic in me. Plus, the intern-
ship prepared me to live on my own—I learned how to prior-
itize my time and how to take care of myself,” he says. 
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Lower School Presents its Version of 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art

By weaving together the curricula for 
art and social studies, Pingry teaches 
its fifth-grade students that the arts 
are a reflection of a culture at any 
moment and are a vital component 
of history. Art teacher Lindsay 
Baydin and Grade 5 Social Studies 
teacher Cathy Everett agree that art 
is the realm where people imagine, 
create, and express to the outside 
world who they are as individuals 
and as a society. They want Pingry 
fifth-grade students to learn that art 
is not an extra, a frill, or an unrelat-
ed enterprise, but rather an expres-
sion, a synthesis, and an integral 
component of a culture.

With that in mind, the fifth-grade 
students’ artwork evolved for the first 
time this spring into The Pingry 
Museum of Art, the culmination of 
their self-expression during the 2009-
10 academic year that was inspired 
by their trip to The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York City. 
The exhibit, assembled with the 
guidance of Susan Johnson P ’15, 17, 
’21, was intended to not only display 
beautiful art, but also convey who 
the students are as people. Each  
gallery reflected a culture that they 
studied in both social studies and 
art—an endeavor that was reinforced 
by their overarching study of the 
Met’s collections. 

Pingry Museum of Art entrance banner.

Caroline Stillitano ’17 with a Chinese brush 
painting that she made on rice paper with 
Chinese ink.

Students looking at one of the collaborative drip paintings in the style of Jackson Pollock.

Picasso-inspired self-portraits glazed on plates.

Grecian coil pots.

Oliver Martin ’17 with his Picasso-inspired  
one-line mono print.
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Ever since Sara Boisvert was 
appointed Pingry’s Director 
of Global Programs in 2009 
(see “New Programs Will Allow 
Students to Travel the Globe” in 
the Fall/Winter 2009 issue of The	
Pingry	Review), she has been 
hard at work to fulfill the school’s 
goal of extending the students’ 
and teachers’ education beyond 
the confines of the campus.
During the summer of 2010, faculty 
and Upper School students traveled 
to Costa Rica, China, Egypt, and 
South Africa for service and cultural 
experiences. Participants studied the 
cultures prior to the trips to familiar-
ize themselves with the communities 
that they would be assisting; the ser-
vice tasks that they performed were 
based on each community’s needs.

In Costa Rica, for example,  
the students, accompanied by 
Spanish teacher Margi Dillon and 
Community Service Director Shelley 
Hartz, lived with local families and 
painted a newly-built concrete kitch-
en in San Jorge, a rural village in the 
southern part of the country. “It was 
great to see Pingry students arrive  
at the communal kitchen early  
every morning, ready to paint. The 
students worked well as a team 
and painted a great-looking kitchen, 
which will be the central meeting 
place for the community. The fami-
lies in the village appreciated our 
hard work, and Margi Dillon and  
I enjoyed the time we spent with  
our students,” Mrs. Hartz says.

When they were not painting the 
kitchen, the students participated  
in other activities and presented the 
town with new soccer uniforms, paid 
for with money raised by Brandon 
Chow ’13. Read more about this  
trip in the article by Yvonne Jeng ’12 
on page 34.

Mandarin teacher Weiwei Yu and 
three students traveled with the 
George School to Zhongba, a rural 
village in the Chinese mountains, to 
assist with recovery efforts following 
the 2008 earthquake. The largest and 
hardest part of their work involved 
digging trenches to help drain water 
before the onset of the rainy season. 
The easier work encompassed weed-
ing the fields and cleaning a bridge 
that connects Zhongba to a nearby 
village. One afternoon, the students 
teamed with volunteers from other 
U.S. high schools to help local 
Chinese students polish their English 
pronunciation.

“The villagers were pleasantly sur-
prised by the students’ community  
service efforts, our students felt great 
about making a difference, and I feel 
proud that we could contribute to 
making the local residents’ lives a lit-
tle bit easier. Seeing the completed 
waterway was tangible proof that we 
made a difference. The collaboration 
with the local trench builders made us 
truly feel like we were working togeth-
er to improve the village,” Ms. Yu says.

For Ricardo Vollbrechthausen ’12, the 
trip was eye-opening. “It made me 
appreciate so many things that I had 
previously taken for granted, such as 
hot water, washing machines, and dry-
ers. The people we met were some of 
the nicest and most grateful I’ve come 
across in a long time. In fact, they 
didn’t want us to ‘overexert’ ourselves 
and constantly told us to relax. The 
trip also gave me a different perspec-
tive on global relations. The people 
are so kind and we felt welcome in 
their community,” he says.

Pingry’s trip to South Africa contin-
ued the progress made by the Global 
Literacy Project (GLP) and the 
Carver family (Emma ’09, Chloe ’11,  
Reeve ’14, Sean ’14, and their mother, 
former Trustee Anne DeLaney ’79, 
and father Chip Carver ’77). 

Global Programs Make Impact with 
First Round of Service Trips

Ricardo Vollbrechthausen ’12 with other participants trying to clear a trench.

Victoria Wei ’11 with local villagers
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In Johannesburg, Ms. Boisvert and 
Assistant Director of College 
Counseling Keith Vassall worked 
with Ms. DeLaney, her children,  
and seven other Pingry students to 
refurbish two classrooms in the 
Zuurbekom School in Randfontein 
and distribute books donated to GLP, 
some by the Pingry community.

Those refurbishment efforts included 
painting the classrooms and  
furnishing the rooms with supplies 
such as globes, writing implements, 
paper, and maps. While they were  
in Johannesburg, the students also 
learned more about and witnessed 
remnants of apartheid and distribut-
ed books to three additional GLP 
partner schools.

“I was impressed with how completely 
our students embraced the trip,” Mr. 
Vassall says. “They presented books to 
the South African students, gave 
impromptu speeches in front of the 
Randfontein city council, and inter-
acted with students in the class-
rooms—all of which took a lot of 
courage. They stepped out of their 
comfort zones on a daily basis.”

This was Chloe Carver’s fourth trip to 
South Africa. “Traveling with my 
peers made the experience even more 
powerful because of the excitement 
within the Pingry community. We 
worked for countless hours sorting and 
packing books before our trip, and it 
was inspiring to talk with South 
African students and learn about their 
enthusiasm for books—we were able 
to give one to each student at five 
schools. For most of them, it was the 
first book they ever owned. This trip 
marked a huge step forward in Pingry’s 
relationship with GLP, and I’m happy 
to see Pingry’s commitment to global 
service expanding,” she says.

Along with these three trips, a group 
of faculty members representing  
all three divisions and different  
disciplines visited Cairo, Egypt to  
collaborate with Sudanese refugee  
faculty on teacher development,  
student assessment, and classroom 

Upper School Director Denise Brown-Allen P ‘13, Upper School biology teacher Luke De, and Lower 
School drama and art teacher Alicia (Hogan) Harabin ‘02 collaborating with Sudanese teachers in Cairo.

Pingry students with Madame Speaker Caroline Setsiba, whose visit to Pingry in 2008 was featured in 
the Summer/Fall 2008 issue of The	Pingry	Review. Front row, from left: Alex Tung ’13, Kit Tyson ’12, Eleni 
McFarland ’12, Kaitlyn Friedman ’13, Caroline Setsiba, Solomon Taylor ’13, Chloe Carver ’11, and Reeve 
Carver ’14. Back row, from left: Sean Carver ’14, Assistant Director of College Counseling Keith Vassall, 
Director of Global Programs Sara Boisvert, Tierney Griff ’11, and Harlen Shangold ’11.

management; the trip was coordinated 
by Dr. Chris Taylor P ’12, Professor  
of Religious Studies and Director for  
the Center on Religion, Culture and 
Conflict at Drew University.

Much like their American counter-
parts, the Sudanese faculty—most of 
whom have multiple jobs—are dedi-
cated to their students and want to do 
what is best for them. English teacher 
Dennis Pearlstein encouraged them to 
use more aggressive techniques, espe-
cially in group work, to emphasize stu-
dent engagement. “Those teachers have 
a prescribed curriculum, so they don’t 
have as much leeway for discovery. 
Pingry has more latitude for creativity, 

and we were able to help teach them 
to inspire creativity in their students,” 
Mr. Pearlstein says.

Kindergarten teacher Homa Watts 
describes her participation as one of 
the best experiences of her teaching 
career and, like her colleagues, she 
was inspired by the Sudanese teachers’ 
dedication. “People from two different 
worlds came together for one pur-
pose—to help students. This common 
bond and goal created an atmosphere 
of mutual respect and communica-
tion. They accepted our ideas  
and we listened to their stories. The  
connection and compassion were 
unbelievably powerful,” she says. 
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Students Travel to Costa Rica for Community Service
By Yvonne Jeng ’12

Last summer, for the first time, 
Pingry’s Community Service pro-
gram offered a project outside of the 
country that was specifically focused 
on community service. Nine stu-
dents, two of whom have graduated, 
and two teachers traveled to Costa 
Rica with the goal of painting a 
community kitchen and developed 
lasting friendships and unforgettable 
memories. Their time spent in Costa 
Rica brought a positive impact on a 
small community and strengthened 
the community’s relationship with 
Pingry.

The students were assigned to host 
families in a village called San Jorge 
de Los Chiles and stayed with at 
least one other Pingry student. 
Interaction with host families was 
mainly in Spanish, although the trip 
did not require any knowledge of the 
language. The project was to paint a 
community kitchen where festivals 
and ceremonies were held. For the 
first few days, the students painted 
the walls of the kitchen with blue 
and orange paint. The words Cocina 

Comunal, which mean “Community 
Kitchen,” were painted on the front 
after the job was complete.

During the stay in the village, the 
students participated in activities 
within the community. Teaching 
preschool students how to play games 
was a great way to bond with every-
one. Hiking to a pineapple farm, 
attending a cooking lesson outdoors 
and a dance lesson in the local res-
taurant, hosting a game of bingo to 
benefit the Kindergarten students, 
and watching a bullfight were other 
interesting parts of the stay in San 
Jorge de Los Chiles. The bullfight 
was an especially eye-opening part of 
the trip—even though it takes place 
every couple of weeks in this com-
munity and the local residents are 
accustomed to it, Pingry students 
experienced it for the first time and 
watched with genuine curiosity and 
amusement. A community potluck, 
where the students learned how to 

make tortillas and other local dishes, 
concluded the stay in San Jorge.

After leaving San Jorge, the students 
embarked on many tourist activities. 
Going horseback riding up the Arenal 
Volcano, one of the most active volca-
noes in the world, and trekking 
through a lively rainforest were just a 
fraction of the activities that the trip 
included. Hiking in the vicinity of the 
volcano was thrilling because, every 
now and then, a rumble could be 
heard. Flying through the rainforest on 
zip lines—cable wires suspended in the 
air—was another memorable activity. 
The students agreed that the most 
relaxing part of the trip was bathing  
in hot springs heated by the volcano.

Overall, the trip was a great way to 
practice and learn Spanish and bond 
with a community in a foreign country. 
The student participation was great, so 
Pingry is planning to host another trip 
to Costa Rica this summer. 

From left: Hayley Shelby ’11, Terdoo Nwaoduh ’10, Community Service Director Shelley Hartz, Spanish 
teacher Margi Dillon, Yvonne Jeng ’12, Brandon Chow ’13, Jack Wollmuth ’13, Jasmin Neal ’10, Ariana 
King ’11, Andrew Zola ’13, and Matt English ’11.

[ SCHOOL NEWS ]
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Trustee Dinner on October 21, 2010
Current, former, and Honorary Trustees were joined by administrators and faculty 
members involved in sustainability efforts at Pingry’s annual Trustee Dinner. Board 
Chair Jack Brescher ’65, P ’99 acknowledged retiring trustees and introduced the 
new trustees, and Headmaster Nat Conard P ’09, ’11 delivered his “State of the 
School” address, focusing on admissions, college enrollment for the Class of 2010, 
The Pingry Fund, roof replacement and clock tower renovation, and sustainability.

Trustee Kurt Conti and Gina Conti 
(Parents ’07, ’09, ’15).

Trustees Holly Hegener Cummings P ’14, 
’16 and Kathy Hugin P ’11, ’13.

Former PSPA President and former Trustee Donna 
Kreisbuch P ’06, ’10 with Jim Welch and former PSPA 
President and former Trustee Susan Barba Welch ’77 
(Parents ’06, ’09, ’11, ’13, ’16).

Trustee Stuart Lederman ’78.

Janet Bent and Honorary Trustee John Bent, Jr. 
(Parents ’80, ’82, ’84) with Maida Tansey and 
former Trustee Dr. Bill Tansey ’62 (Parents  ’89, 
’90, ’92).

Joy Baird and former Trustee Denny Baird (Par-
ents ’89, ’92, ’98) with Sally Solmssen and former 
Trustee Hans Solmssen (Parents ’86, ’90).

Former Trustee Nancy Conger and Bill Conger (Par-
ents ’89, ’05) with Polly O’Toole and Trustee Terry 
O’Toole (Parents ’05, ’08).

Trustee Angela Burt-Murray and Leonard Murray 
(Parents ’17, ’19) with Director of Information 
Technology Quoc Vo.

Former Major Gifts Officer Mary Jane Gallagher, 
Trustee Denise Vanech P ’09, and Brenda Hamm 
P ’09, ’11, wife of Headmaster Nat Conard.
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1861 Leadership Society Reception on October 7, 2010
Named for the year of Pingry’s founding, this society honors those who 
support the school with an especially strong financial gift and who continue 
to provide the school with a strong financial foundation. The annual 1861 
Leadership Society Reception recognizes leadership donors, the efforts of 
Pingry Fund alumni and parent volunteers, and the contributions of out-
standing faculty and staff members. Headmaster Nat Conard P ’09,’11 and 
Pingry Development Chair and Trustee Henry Stifel III ’83 thanked the many 
members of The 1861 Leadership Society for their generous support of the 
school through their leadership gifts to The 2010 Pingry Fund. 

[ SCHOOL NEWS ]

The Headmaster’s Circle:  $25,000 and above
The John F. Pingry Society:  $20,000 - $24,999
The Master’s Circle:  $15,000 - $19,999
The Reverentia Associates:  $10,000 - $14,999

The Honor Council:  $5,000 - $9,999
The Magistri Fellows:  $2,500 - $4,999
The Founder’s Society:  $1,861 - $2,499
The Scholars’ Club:  $1,000 - $1,860

Pingry Development Chair and Trustee 
Henry Stifel III ’83.

John Leathers ’57 and former trustee 
Jubb Corbet, Jr. ’50, P ’77, ’78.

Amber Khan P ’15, ’18 and her 
husband Tariq Sheikh P ’15, ’18.

Dr. Sharmila Rao P ’21 and 
Shashi Sagar P ’18.

Trustee and PAA President Steve Lipper ’79, P ’09, ’12, 
’14, Clarence Seals P ’15, ’19, French teacher Jane 
Roxbury P ’01, and Ann Marie Lipper P ’09, ’12, ’14.

Grade 5 teacher Dr. Joan Pearlman P ’89, ’92, ’96, former 
trustee and Pingry Fund Grandparent Chair Harriet Perl-
mutter-Pilchik P ’76, ’79, ’80, GP ’11, ’13, Headmaster Nat 
Conard P ’09, ’11, and his wife Brenda Hamm P ’09, ’11.

Janice Beckmen P ’15, ’19, Trustee Don Mullins P ’15, ’20, 
and Jeffrey Beckmen P ’15, ’19.

Science teacher Patricia Lowery, Dr. Madeleine Hsu 
P ’13, and her husband Charles Zhou P ’13.

Director of Information Technology Quoc Vo, Bif Brunhouse ’00, David Fahey 
’99, Middle School Director Phil Cox, and Ben Lehrhoff ’99.

Douglas Rotatori P ’10, ’13, ’16 and 
Trustee Conor Mullett ’84, P ’14, ’15.

Giving Levels  
for The 1861  
Leadership  
Society 
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ATHLETICS ROUNDUP: Spring 2010 Season Results
BASEBALL: 10-11

BOYS’ TENNIS: 15-8

BOYS’ GOLF: 10-4

BOYS’ LACROSSE: 7-11-0

BOYS’ TRACK: 2-4

SOFTBALL: 8-15

GIRLS’ GOLF: 4-5-0 

GIRLS’ LACROSSE: 18-4

GIRLS’ TRACK: 0-5-1

Conference Record:	8-7
Skyland Conference/Valley Division:	Dan	Keller	OF/RHP 
(1st	team),	Ryan	Kiska	OF/1B	(1st	team),	Andrew	Logerfo	2B/SS	
(2nd	team),	David	Hamilton	3B	(Honorable	Mention)
Courier News All Area: David	Hamilton,	Dan	Keller,	Andrew	
Logerfo,	Ryan	Kiska	(Honorable	Mentions)
Star-Ledger:	Ranked	9th	in	Somerset	County
Star-Ledger All Somerset:	Dan	Keller,	Ryan	Kiska	(3rd	team)

SCIAA:	Tied	for	4th	place	out	of	13	teams;	Nic	Meiring	and	
David	Kerr	(1st	team,	doubles	champions)
NJSIAA Tournament Non-Public A:	2nd	place	team
NJSIAA Doubles Tournament:	Nic	Meiring	and	David	Kerr	
(doubles	champions)
Courier News All Area Team:	David	Kerr,	Nic	Meiring	(1st	team)	
Courier News All Area/by flight:	David	Kerr,	Nic	Meiring	
(2nd	team),	Jared	Cohen,	Chris	Ju	(Honorable	Mentions)

Courier News Final Group and Area Ranking:	3rd	in	
Somerset	County
Courier News All Somerset:	David	Kerr,	Nic	Meiring	(1st	team)
Courier News All State:	David	Kerr,	Nic	Meiring	(2nd	team)
Courier News All State by Position:	David	Kerr,	Nic	Meiring	
(3rd	team)
Courier News All Non-Public:	David	Kerr,	Nic	Meiring	
(1st	team)

Skyland Conference:	Alex	Lieberman,	Will	Pinke	(1st	team,	
All	Valley	Division),	Chad	Butler,	James	Elliott	(2nd	team)
Non-Public B State Sectional: Champions
Non-Public B State Sectional Individual Awards:	Mike	Hoyt	
(2nd	place),	James	Elliott	(3rd	place),	Will	Pinke	(4th	place)
Courier News All Area:	James	Elliott,	Alex	Lieberman	
(Honorable	Mentions)

NJSIAA Non-Public B:	Finalist
Skyland Conference/Delaware Division:	Claeson	Dillon,	
defense	(2nd	team),	Dylan	Westerhold,	goalie	(Honorable	
Mention)
All State, as chosen by the New Jersey Interscholastic 
Lacrosse Coaches Association:	Dylan	Westerhold,	goalie	(1st	
team),	Chris	Christensen,	midfield	(2nd	team),	Claeson	Dillon,	
defense	(Honorable	Mention)
Seniors selected to play in the annual New Jersey Lacrosse 
Gil Gibbs All-Star Game:	Chris	Christensen,	Claeson	Dillon,	
Dylan	Westerhold	
Courier News All Area:	Claeson	Dillon	(2nd	team),	
Chris	Christensen,	Dylan	Westerhold	(3rd	team)

NJSIAA Non-Public B Sectional Meet:	Champions
NJSIAA Non-Public B Championship Meet:	2nd	place	team
NJISAA Championship Meet: Robbie	Hugin	won	2	gold	
medals	(110	hurdles,	400	hurdles)
Skyland Conference All Conference team/Delaware West: 
Robbie	Hugin,	Randall	Jordan,	Dave	Martin,	Andrew	Young	(1st	
team),	Andrew	Benito,	Robbie	Hugin	(2nd	team).	Robbie	Hugin	
was	1st	team	in	the	400	hurdles	and	2nd	team	in	the	110	high	
hurdles.
Courier News All Area:	Robbie	Hugin	(1st	team),	Randall	
Jordan	(3rd	team),	Dave	Martin,	Andrew	Young	(Honorable	
Mentions)
Star-Ledger Somerset /All Group selections:	All	Non-Public:	
Randall	Jordan	(1st	team,	All	Somerset),	Robbie	Hugin	(2nd	
team,	All	Somerset),	Randall	Jordan	(3rd	team,	All	Non-Public)

Skyland Conference/Valley Division:	Jaime	Ferns	(catcher,	
1st	team),	Katie	Ruesterholz	(OF,	1st	team),	Chloe	Carver	
(Honorable	Mention)
Courier News All Area: Jaime	Ferns,	Katie	Ruesterholz
Star-Ledger:	Ranked	3rd	in	Somerset	County
Star-Ledger All Somerset:	Jaime	Ferns,	Katie	Ruesterholz	
(3rd	team)

Cougar Classic:	Taylor	Guiffre	96,	Kathryn	Kolb	110,	
Liz	Manzo	125
SCIAA Tournament: 4th	place	team
Skyland Conference Championship Tournament:	
Kathryn	Kolb	placed	9th	out	of	28	golfers
Skyland Conference All Conference:	Taylor	Guiffre,	
Kathryn	Kolb	(2nd	team)

Skyland Conference/Raritan Division:	Champions
SCIAA:	Finalist
NJSIAA Tournament South I:	Finalist
Skyland Conference/Raritan Division:	Katie	Bennett,	
Katlyn	Casey,	Emily	Damstrom,	Erika	Lampert,	Ali	Rotatori,		
Anne	Vreeland	(1st	team),	Stephanie	Carr,	Corey	DeLaney,	
Tierney	Griff	(2nd	team)
Skyland Conference All Area:	Katie	Bennett,	Emily	Damstrom	
(1st	team),	Anne	Vreeland,	Ali	Rotatori	(2nd	team),	Katlyn	Casey	
(3rd	team),	Erika	Lampert	(Honorable	Mention)
Star-Ledger:	Ranked	12th	in	New	Jersey
Star-Ledger All State: Emily	Damstrom	(3rd	team)
All Skyland/Raritan Division:	Katie	Bennett,	Katlyn	Casey,	
Emily	Damstrom,	Ali	Rotatori,	Anne	Vreeland			

NJSIAA Non-Public B South Sectional:	2nd	place	team
NJSIAA Non-Public B Championship:	8th	place	team
Skyland Conference/All-Conference team/Delaware West: 
Danielle	Cosentino	(1st	team)
Danielle Cosentino: New	school	record	in	triple	jump,	34’	11	½”
Courier News All Area: Danielle	Cosentino,	Kate	Leib	
(Honorable	Mentions)

Michelle Poole:	Courier News	Coach	of	the	Year	for	girls’	lacrosse
Gary Miller:	Star-Ledger	Coach	of	the	Year	for	boys’	tennis

SCIAA—Somerset	County	Interscholastic	Athletic	Association
NJISAA—New	Jersey	Independent	School	Athletic	Association
NJSIAA—New	Jersey	State	Interscholastic	Athletic	Association
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David Gelber ’59 Receives the 2010 Letter-in-Life Award
The Letter-in-Life Award is the most 
prestigious award that the Pingry 
Alumni Association bestows upon 
an alumnus or alumna. First pre-
sented in 1938, it honors those who, 
in gaining distinction for themselves, 
have brought honor to the School.

Two fervent passions from early in  
his life continue to motivate David 
Gelber in his career as an award- 
winning television producer and jour-
nalist: wanting to make people care 
about international events and catas-
trophes and wanting to correct the 
world’s problems. His path to accom-
plishing these goals began with an 
article for The Pingry Record. At the 
beginning of his sophomore year,  
he reflected on his summer work  
as a counselor at the University 
Settlement Camp for Underprivileged 
Children, where children enjoyed a 
vacation away from their city envi-
ronment. He wrote, “The only way 
we can help to improve the living 
standards of these unfortunate people 
is through better understanding of 
their problems.”

David’s newspaper work continued  
at Swarthmore College, where he 
served as Editor-in-Chief of the col-
lege’s newspaper, The Phoenix, and 
spent each summer writing for the 
Elizabeth Daily Journal. He also par-
ticipated in Swarthmore’s student 
civil rights organization. After gradu-
ating from Swarthmore in 1963 with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in history, 
he worked as a community organizer 
in Newark, helping form a communi-
ty political organization that tran-
scended racial barriers to work 
toward common goals. He began  
his professional journalism career  
as a writer for The Village Voice in 
New York and then served as News 
Director of WBAI-FM in New York 
and Editor-in-Chief of The Real 
Paper in Boston. In 1975, David 
switched from print to television 
when he became an on-camera 
reporter for WNBC-TV in New York.

David Gelber ’59 with his wife Kyoko and their daughter Maya, joined by Trustee and PAA President 
Steve Lipper ’79, P ’09, ’12, ’14.

Five years later, David joined the CBS 
Evening News as a producer and cov-
ered the civil conflicts in El Salvador, 
Nicaragua, and South Africa. In 1984, 
CBS promoted him to serve as a pro-
ducer with reporter Ed Bradley on 60 
Minutes, and his close collaboration 
with Mr. Bradley would prove to be 
one of the most rewarding aspects of 
David’s career. David remained in that 
position until 1993, when he became 
Executive Producer of Peter Jennings 
Reporting at ABC News. As part of 
that job, David spent the next two 
winters in Sarajevo, producing two 
documentaries about the war in 
Bosnia, and he remains intensely 
proud of his and Peter Jennings’ 
accomplishments. He returned to 
CBS in 1996 as Executive Producer of 
the Ed Bradley unit, which produced 
hour-long documentaries for 60 
Minutes II, and he continues to 
produce stories for 60 Minutes.

David has won numerous DuPont, 
Emmy, and Peabody Awards for his 
investigative reporting, including a 
DuPont Award and an Emmy Award 
for Made in China, about a Chinese 
prison camp where political prisoners 
performed slave labor; two Emmy 
Awards for the documentaries that he 
produced while in Sarajevo, While 
America Watched—The Bosnia Tragedy 

and The Peacekeepers: How the United 
Nations Failed in Bosnia; an Emmy 
Award for the documentary The 
Church on Trial, about sexual abuse 
within the Catholic Church; a 
Peabody Award for the documentary 
Death by Denial, about AIDS in 
Africa; and a Sigma Delta Chi Award 
for the documentary Unsafe Heaven, 
about adolescent psychiatric care. 

Currently, David serves on the Board 
of Managers of Swarthmore College, 
and he is an active member of 
Pingry’s alumni community. He has 
addressed ethical issues in journalism 
as a guest speaker for the John Hanly 
Lecture Series on Ethics and 
Morality, he has delivered the 
Keynote Address for Career Day and 
spoken at Career Day sessions, and 
he serves as a mentor to younger 
alumni by providing career advice.

Because of his nationally-recognized 
journalism and his senior positions 
with influential news programs pro-
duced by the major television net-
works, David Gelber has earned dis-
tinction in his field. Pingry is proud 
to present Mr. Gelber with the 2010 
Letter-in-Life Award, recognizing his 
journalistic accomplishments and 
commendations as well as his dedica-
tion to promoting human decency. 
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Christina Vanech ’09 took a gap 
year to learn on her own terms and 
experience life outside a structured 
environment. Her decision to take 
the year off was made easier thanks 
to a teaching assistant opportunity in 
South Africa, a country she had vis-
ited several times during high school 
in collaboration with the Global 
Literacy Project (GLP). “That sound-
ed like an incredible experience, 
because I was eager to expand on the 
hands-on work I had done in South 
Africa in the past. I simply figured,  
if I have this chance, why shouldn’t  
I take it?” she says.

With GLP’s assistance, she and 
Emma Carver ’09 stayed in South 
Africa for nearly four months, volun-
teering in two schools; they were 

Gap Years Offer Graduates  
New Perspectives on Life
“What a difference a year makes” is a phrase that could easily be 
spoken by several members of the Class of 2009 who chose to pursue 
gap years—a year off between graduating from Pingry and enter-
ing college this past fall. Christina Vanech ’09, Emma Carver ’09, and 
Maddy Popkin ’09 shared their experiences with The	Pingry	Review 
and explained how their gap years better prepared them for college.

enthusiastic about volunteering 
because they knew the schools need-
ed extra help. While in South Africa, 
Ms. Vanech also set up a library and 
library system in one of the schools, 
and she thoroughly enjoyed being 
immersed in and learning about 
South Africa’s culture and history, as 
well as spending time with inspiring 
students. “The experience reminded 
me of the constant need for compas-
sion and empathy,” she says.

Now that she is at Carleton College, 
she feels more confident and clear-
headed and has a renewed sense  
of priorities. “As a bonus, I now 
know that I very much enjoyed my 
teaching experience, and education 
is a definite career option,” Ms. 
Vanech says.

Following the demands of high 
school, Ms. Carver was not in a 
rush to start college and felt that a 
gap year not only presented once-in-
a-lifetime opportunities that could 
be pursued without deadlines or 
schedules, but also gave her a 
chance to learn more about herself 
and explore possible college majors 
and career paths.

“By teaching in South Africa, I was 
constantly challenged,” Ms. Carver 
says, referring to her work as a  
teacher’s assistant, a librarian, and a 
teacher with as many as 45 students. 
“While I had learned a lot about  
the schools during previous trips  
to South Africa, Christina and I 
actually became part of the school. 
We were no longer visitors.”

In addition to spending time in 
South Africa, Ms. Carver back-
packed in Europe with Ms. Vanech 
and Becca Hamm Conard ’09. While 
visiting Greece, Italy, Portugal, 
Spain, France, Germany, the  
Czech Republic, Holland, Belgium, 
Scotland, Ireland, and England, they 
met people from around the world 
and visited museums and other sites. 
“It was really interesting to feel like  

Emma Carver ’09 and Christina Vanech ’09 with excited South African students who are holding their 
new books. Ms. Carver and Ms. Vanech operated a small book drive with help from their families,  
members of the Pingry community and Christ the King Church, and other individuals in New Jersey.

“I knew Pingry had  
prepared me well for 
college, but taking a 
gap year gave me a 

chance to take a break 
and learn in a different 

way. I arrived at  
Cornell University  

refreshed and  
ready to learn.” 

emma carVer ’09
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I was completely free to do what I 
wanted, quite a change from Pingry’s 
demanding schedule,” Ms. Carver 
says. “I knew Pingry had prepared me 
well for college, but taking a gap year 
gave me a chance to take a break 
and learn in a different way. I arrived 
at Cornell University refreshed and 
ready to learn.”

At the beginning of her senior year, 
Maddy Popkin ’09 decided to take 
a gap year for three reasons: take a 
break from traditional education, live 
in a Spanish-speaking country to 
improve her Spanish, and experience 
the careers of social work and inter-
national health.

Those factors led her to The Sacred 
Valley near Cusco, Peru, where she 
spent five months volunteering for 
Kiya Survivors, a British charity that 
operates three schools in Peru for chil-
dren who have special needs (includ-
ing Down Syndrome and autism). 
“The kids were my favorite part of my 
gap year. They are the sweetest, most 
appreciative, genuinely kind, and 
compassionate people I’ve ever gotten 

to know. Their crooked-toothed 
smiles, resilience, impromptu Spanish 
lessons, curiosity, spontaneous danc-
ing, and courage had me smitten  
from the start,” Ms. Popkin says.

During the first half of her trip, she 
lived with a local family and partici-
pated in family events. “Their home 
soon became mine, too,” she says. 
Upon returning to New Jersey, Ms. 
Popkin continued special-needs work 
and volunteered at the Hispanic 
Development Corporation in 
Newark, teaching adult education 
English classes, administering place-
ment tests, and tutoring Hispanic 
immigrants for their citizenship 
interviews. 

“Working with this Latino communi-
ty, I was immersed in the immigrant 
culture. As I was teaching these men 
and women English and U.S. history, 
they were teaching me about their 
lives, struggles, and accomplishments. 
They put a living, thinking, feeling 
human being to the news pieces 
we’ve grown accustomed to, and 
being so close to home brought this 
huge political issue to life. The whole 
experience gave me a new, in-depth, 
and complex perspective on both the 
human and governmental sides of 
immigration in America,” she says.

Reflecting on her gap year, Ms. 
Popkin considers it the best decision 
she ever made—living simply, wash-
ing her clothes by hand, learning 
how to take care of herself, and 
developing meaningful relationships 
with the children and people with 
whom she worked all contributed to 
her increased independence and 
capacity for patience and empathy.

“Pingry prepared me for Kenyon 
College, and my year off prepared  
me for living,” she says. 

Maddy Popkin ’09 and Nayda, a student at the Rainbow Centre, one of the schools operated by Kiya 
Survivors. They are preparing to perform a play to raise awareness about children with special needs.

“Pingry prepared me  
for Kenyon College, and 

my year off prepared 
me for living.”
maddy PoPkiN ’09

Emma Carver ’09  and Becca Hamm Conard ’09.
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Inside Out: Filmmaker Jeremy Teicher ’06 Gives Senegalese 
Students the Chance to Be Heard
To prepare himself for a 2008 trip 
to Senegal where he was planning 
to work with elementary school 
students on a video project, Jeremy 
Teicher ’06 researched numerous 
documentaries that had been 
filmed in African schools. The film-
makers seemed to be highlighting 
only the schools’ shortcomings and 
portraying the students in a piti-
able light. Mr. Teicher thought he 
would approach his project from a 
different angle—give the students 
a chance to speak for themselves 
and show the world who they are 
as people.

“They’re proud of who they are and 
proud of how hard they work, given 
their resources,” he says. Mr. Teicher 
gave 20 students 10 cameras and 
instructed them to film each other in 
everyday life situations. During his 
visit, he observed that village fami-
lies cannot send all of their children 
to school, so those boys and girls who 
are selected to attend find themselves 
in challenging positions of responsi-
bility. Mr. Teicher had found a new 
goal: return to Senegal and allow 
some of those students to share their 
perspectives and personal stories 
about school, to show people how 
much they value learning, and to 
inspire others to support education.

He applied for and received a 
Lombard Public Service Fellowship 
from the Dickey Center for 
International Understanding at 
Dartmouth College, from which he 
graduated cum laude this past June. 
These fellowships give Dartmouth 
alumni the opportunity to pursue 
community service projects in the 
U.S. and abroad for six to 12 months.

Striving to give the Senegalese stu-
dents creative independence, Mr. 
Teicher approached Kodak to secure 
10 pocket-sized HD cameras. “This 

is content that I would never be 
able to film with a traditional docu-
mentary crew because the camera 
makes the kids nervous. But these 
small cameras are easy to use, and 
the students can operate them on 
their own,” he says.

The students in Sinthiou Mbadane,  
a small village two hours south of 
Dakar, chose their own topics for 
the project, “This Is Us.” Mr. 
Teicher, viewing what the students 
had filmed, urged them to explore 
certain areas further—in many 
cases, that meant students inter-
viewing each other.

“Because these kids could work by 
themselves, without any adults pres-
ent while they were recording, they 
were able to express themselves in 
new ways. Some of the boys and girls 
look at the camera and say very 
forceful things, such as wanting to 
see their villages more developed, 
wanting to end pre-arranged mar-
riages, and wanting to see their sib-
lings attend school. Without these 
cameras, I don’t think they would  
be saying these things to outsiders,” 
Mr. Teicher says.

Audiences including diplomats, edu-
cation ministers, and other govern-
ment officials have watched the films 
and been astonished by the students’ 
candor. “It’s not that these kids don’t 
have anything to say—it’s that no 
one has asked them before. They 
never had a way to talk to people 
who would listen,” Mr. Teicher says. 
“It’s my goal that these films spark 
conversations—or, at the very least, 
open peoples’ eyes to these village 
students’ amazing tenacity.”

Read more about the project on  
Mr. Teicher’s web site, www.project-
thisisus.org.

Editor’s Note: Mr. Teicher has been 
making films since his freshman year 
at Pingry, including videos for SAC 
and Rufus Gunther Day, and thanks 
fine arts teacher Peter Delman P ’97, 
’98 for inspiring him to become a 
filmmaker. His Dartmouth thesis film 
Foursquare Day has screened in a 
number of film festivals, including the 
Los Angeles International Children’s 
Film Festival in November. See a 
selection of his work at www.vimeo.
com/jeremyteicher. 

Jeremy Teicher ’06 recording a narration voiceover with Debo, one of the students from the village of 
Sinthiou Mbadane. She made a film about the cultural differences between the village where she grew 
up and the town where she attends high school. 
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Two Pingry Families Take a Summer Trip to South Africa

[ ALUMNI NEWS ]

The Cummings and O’Connor families  
celebrating the birthday of Ms. Cummings’ mother 

Casey Lambert at La Colombe, a restaurant in 
Cape Town, on July 4, 2010. Front row, from left: 

Special Assistant to the Headmaster Miller Bugliari 
’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20, Sam Cummings ’14, trust-

ee Holly Hegener Cummings, her mother Casey 
Lambert, James Cummings, Josie Cummings,  

Max Cummings ’16, Jane (Sarkin) O’Connor ’77,  
P ’11, ’14, and Lauren O’Connor ’14. Back row,  

from left: Jon Cummings, Sam Lambert,  
Kate O’Connor ’11, Alex Sarkin (son of Richard 

Sarkin ’68), Francois Pienaar, former trustee  
Martin O’Connor ’77, P ’11, ’14,  Nerine Pienaar, 

Peter Hegener, and Alli Hegener.

Packed among the crowds at four  
of the World Cup games played last 
summer in South Africa were former 
trustee Martin O’Connor ’77, his 
wife Jane (Sarkin) O’Connor ’77, 
their children Kate ’11 and Lauren ’14, 
trustee Holly Hegener Cummings,  
her husband Jon Cummings, their 
children Max ’16 and Sam ’14, and 
Special Assistant to the Headmaster 
Miller Bugliari ’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97,  
GP ’20.

These Pingry families spent  
three weeks in South Africa 
—a homecoming for the 
Cummings children  
(their family lived in 
Johannesburg from 
1994 to 2002) and a 
new experience for 
the O’Connor 
children. 
During those 
three weeks,  
they also visited 
Robben Island in Cape 
Town and Victoria Falls in Zambia 
and went on safaris in Namibia and 
Botswana. “Africa is a fun place to 
visit, with incredibly nice people. 
Despite the fact that their lives are 
lacking, everyone in Africa is happy 
and always smiling, accepting, and 
kind,” Sam says. In fact, when they 
visited a government-funded school 
in Zambia, Kate reports that the  
students were incredibly excited to 
welcome them.

While in South Africa, the families 
stayed at the Cummings’ house, 
which Kate and Lauren appreciated 
because the experience was more 
realistic than if they had lived in a 
hotel for three weeks. In addition, 
both Lauren and Sam commented on 
the differences in prosperity among 

the towns they visited, which left a 
deep impression on them. “It was  
a culture shock. Then, after three 
weeks, we were almost used to living 
in South Africa. When we came 
home, we were reminded about  
how fortunate we are to live in the 
United States,” Lauren says.

On the other hand, they were 
amazed by the blending of interna-
tional cultures at the World Cup, 

especially when they 
walked 

along “Fan Mile,” the long line—
complete with restaurants and  
vendors—that led to the stadium’s 
entrance. Once inside for the games, 
all four students delighted in the 
atmosphere of the fans’ excitement, 
which added immeasurably to their 
enjoyment of the event. “I really 
enjoyed the games because the fans 
were so energetic and the level of 
skill of the players was incredible,”  
Max says.

All four students were grateful for the 
chance to visit Africa and returned 
home with broader perspectives on 
and appreciation for the world’s cul-
tures. Plus, they witnessed first-hand 

the power of a sporting event to 
unify a country and the global 

community. 
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Alumni EvEnts
Golf Outing on June 14, 2010
1 James Stamatis P ’05, ’09, Brad Fechter ’05, Jerry 
Fechter P ’05, ’09, ’13, and John Stamatis ’05.

2 Peter Myers ’02, Blake Beatty ’91, Woody Weldon 
’91, and Drama Department Chair Al Romano.

3 English teacher John Murray ’65, P ’91.

4 PAA Board Member Genesia Perlmutter Kamen ’79, 
P ’11, ’13, Kyle Coleman ’80, Menekse Robinson P ’09, 
’11, and mathematics teacher Judy Lee, head coach 
of the Varsity Field Hockey Team and the Girls’ Varsity 
Swimming Team.

5 Rich Erickson P ’12, Mike Lucciola P ’11, ’13, ’15, ’17, 
Ed Meyercord ’83, and Trustee Conor Mullett ’84, P ’14, ’15. 

6 Sam Partridge ’92, Christopher Krantz ’91, Ryan 
Saniuk ’90, and Fitness Education Department Chair Joe 
Forte P ’00, head coach of the Boys’ Varsity Golf Team.

7 Science teacher and Girls’ JV soccer and softball 
coach Jill Kehoe ’04, Dorsey James P ’10, and 
Tammye Jones P ’16.

1 2 3

4

5

61 7
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Princeton Send-Off on July 14, 2010
8 From left: Valerie Garcia P ’06, ’10, Julie and Robert 
Pinke P ’06, ’08, ’10, David Pertsemlidis, Ashley Marsh 
Pertsemlidis ’89, Bob Mayer ’63, Ajay Tungare ’07, Will 
Pinke ’10, Ezra Jennings ’89, Beth Garcia ’10, Hugo 
Hilgendorff ’57, P ’89, PAA Board Member Genesia 
Perlmutter Kamen ’79, Director of College Counseling 
Tim Lear ’92, Susan Hilgendorff, and Alix McLean.

11

Jersey Shore Party on August 14, 2010
9 The party was held at the home of former trustee Jubb 
Corbet, Jr. ’50, P ’77, ’78 and his wife Joan Corbet P ’77, ’78.

Alumnae Soccer Game on  
September 11, 2010
10 Front row, from left: Emma Galgano ’13, Dani 
Temares ’13, Carly Rotatori ’13, Rachel Corboz ’14, Alexis 
Chang ’14, Drew Topor ’14, Lexi Van Besien ’13, and Kate 
Sienko ’13. Middle row, from left: Cara Hayes ’13, Daniele 
Sedillo ’13, Hannah Kirmser ’12, Corey DeLaney ’12, 
Tierney Griff ’11, Schuyler Bianco ’11, Amanda Flugstad-
Clarke ’11, Dani Fusaro ’11, and Shayna Blackwood ’12. 
Back row, from left: Catie Lee ’05, Laura Boova ’04, 
Maggie O’Toole ’05, Maggie Porges ’05, Kellen Kroll ’03, 
Amy Murnick McKeag ’94, Jill Kehoe ’04, and Girls’ 
Varsity Soccer Head Coach Andrew Egginton.

Alumni Soccer Game on  
September 11, 2010
11 Front row, from left: Josh Gradwohl ’80, Paul 
Dennison ’80, Billy Kovacs ’03, Jack Gandolfo ’06, 
David Bugliari ’97, Anthony Bugliari ’90, P ’20, Sean 
O’Donnell ’75, P ’05, ’10, Gianfranco Tripicchio ’00, Chris 
Marzoli ’97, Tyler Umbdenstock ’97, Nick Ross ’97, Scott 
Aimetti ’89, Woody Weldon ’91, and Gil Lai ’86. Back row, 
from left: Boys’ Varsity Soccer Head Coach Miller Bugliari 
’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20, Roger Herrmann ’62, Glenn 
Erickson ’64, Dr. Mark Poster ’63, Bob Mayer ’63, Frank 
DeLaney ’77, P ’12, Skot Koenig ’77, Charlie Stillitano ’77, 
P ’14, ’17, Chuck Allan ’77, Doug Hiscano ’77, P ’08, ’11, 
Robert Oh ’03, Brad Fechter ’05, John Rhodes ’02, Leo 
Stillitano ’76, Andrew Holland ’01, Amadi Thiam ’03, 
John Porges ’03, Peter Cipriano ’06, John Stamatis ’05, 
Liam Griff ’04, Sam Dwyer ’06, Tommy Strackhouse ’06, 
Kevin Schmidt ’98, Brian Combias ’06, Dave Fahey ’99, 
Will Munger ’05, Richard Steinbrenner ’54, P ’87, ’95, 
Sam Jurist ’06, Stu Homer ’70, P ’07, ’11, ’13, Rob Kurz 
’73, P ’01, ’03, Joey Pekarsky ’99, Todd Kehoe ’99, Art 
Kurz ’65, P ’97, ’99, Anthony Clapcich ’84, and former 
Director of College Guidance Dave Allan P ’83.

8

9

10
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12 13

14

16

1718

Homecoming on October 9, 2010
12 The Pingry community enjoying lunch prior 
to the afternoon’s games. 

13 Peter Benton ’53.

14 Julie Johnson ’05 and Dana Van Brunt ’05.

15 Osakhare Omoregie ’14 and his mother 
Damilola Fasehun P ’14.

16 Betsy Lucas Vreeland ’84 and Garret 
Vreeland (Parents ’11, ’12, ’15) with Mike 
Lucciola and Helen Lucciola (Parents ’11, ’13, 
’15, ’17).

17 Karen Bigos and Mark Bigos ’79 with their 
daughter Martine.

18 PAA Board Member Chip Korn ’89 and his 
wife Kara Korn with their children Elsa, Peter, 
and Cece, and dog Paul.

15
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Dramatic Club
We believe this photo was 
taken in 1936. If you can 
identify any students, please 
contact Greg Waxberg ’96  
at gwaxberg@pingry.org.  
We plan to publish the 
answers in the next issue.

Ask the Archivist

1 2 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

3 4 5 6 7
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Hank Weeks ’35, Dr. Laurence C. Griesemer ’36, and The Honorable 
Frederick Kentz, Jr. ’37 responded about the photo of the 
Orchestra that appeared on page 48 of the Summer 2010 issue. 

1.

2.  Tom Wickenden ’38

3.  Fred Kentz ’37

4.  Music teacher  
Roy Shrewsbury

5.  Gordon Lenci ’36 

6.  Roy Vogt ’37 

7.

8. 

9.  Stewart Robinson ’37

10.  Bill Hetzel ’36 or  
William Troeber ’35 

11.

12.

We also heard from Steve Waterbury 
’49, Howard Kramer ’49, and Frank 
Mountcastle ’51 with more pos-
sible names from the Lower School 
photo in the Fall/Winter 2009 issue.

19. Frank Brennan?

25. Silas Kimball?

27. Lenny Teagle?

33. John Eckhardt?

34. Bob Siegel ’49 

35. Andy 
Studdiford?

36. Howard 
Kramer ’49 

37. Carl Koom?

38. Tommy Lee 
Davidson

39. Jack Martin?

40. Frank Fick?

41. Ken Barton ’49

43. Peter Reid?
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CLASS	NOTES

1934
Charles W. Halsey writes: 
“Regarding the ‘Letter to the 
Editor’ in the latest Review 
from Ed Cissel ’39, I wish 
to amend  his statement that 
there are three living mem-
bers of the Lower School who 
were there for six years under 
Harriet Budd’s leadership. To 
my knowledge, there is at 
least one more living member 
and that is me. I started in 
Grade 1 in 1922 and attended 
all grades in the Lower 
School.”

1935
Samuel L. M. Cole writes: 
“Kindly add my name to the 
list provided by Ed Cissel ’39 
of living members of the 
Lower School who were there 
for six years under the leader-
ship of Miss Budd. Clayton 
Jones and I started Grade 1 
in September 1923. Several 
years ago, the Fifty-Year Club 
Luncheon had as its guest 
Miss Clayton, and we sat at 
the same table.”

1938
Bob Brenner writes: “In the 
newest edition of The Pingry 
Review, under ‘Letters to the 
editor,’ Eddie Cissel ’39 
wrote about [the] Lower 
School under Miss Budd. He 
mentioned several classmates 
of the Lower School still 
around. Well, I started under 
Miss Budd in Grade 1 and 
continued thru Grade 6, and 
I am still breathing. Mrs. 
Clayton and her husband 
were patients of mine after  
I returned from the service. 
Her maiden name when she 
was teaching was Miss 
Mellon.”

1945

Bob Nutt’s food memoir 
Great Meals was published 
last summer by Shires Press in 
Manchester Center, Vermont. 
In the book, Bob describes a 
baker’s dozen of his meals over 
a 50-year period, meals that 
were made special because of 
some secret ingredient, which 
was not always food. It could 
have been the location, the 
company, or a for-the-first-
time taste treat. Readers are 
then challenged to recall their 
own greatest meals.

As this issue was going to  
press, we sadly learned of Bob 
Nutt’s passing. His obituary 
will appear in the next issue.

1949
Richard West writes: 
“Greetings from the Endless 
Mountains of northeast 
Pennsylvania. Here are the 
latest additions to our family: 

twin great-grandsons Ethan 
and Gavin Bowman, born in 
the fall of 2009. Their mother 
is our granddaughter Vanessa, 
whose hobby is languages 
(many languages). In a global 
economy multiple languages 
are a valuable asset.”

1950
Joan and Jubb Corbet P ’77, 
’78 enjoyed hosting the 
annual Pingry Jersey Shore 
Party at their home in 
Mantoloking this past 
August. It was a great time 
catching up with many alum-
ni, parents, and friends.

1951
Colonel Donald Kaiserman 
was recently voted in as  
Vice-Chair of the Joint 
Leadership Council (JLC) 
that represents 23 Veteran 
Service Organizations in 
Virginia and has a member-
ship of over 260,000. The 
JLC is recognized as the “sin-
gle, most powerful Veteran 
group in the Commonwealth.” 
He also serves as JLC 
Legislative Chair in dealing 
with the State’s General 
Assembly. 

1952
Richard Dzina left the work 
force on June 30, 2010. “For 
good? Who knows what is in 
store!” he writes. “JoAnne’s 
and my excitement soars in 
Dallas when Miller Bugliari 
’52 comes for a visit, usually 
accompanied by a fine  
representative from the 
Development Office. The 
school entertains a contin-
gent of local alumni, so all of 
you can move here to enlarge 

our attendance. Perhaps  
we could win an award.  
Classmates are welcomed 
anytime they are in the 
neighborhood. Warm  
greetings to all.”

1953
Peter Benton, an avid cyclist, 
rode his bike to Homecoming 
on October 9 (see photo in 
the “Alumni Events” section). 
“My cycling interest really 
began while I was stationed in 
England in the mid ’50s with 
the Corps of Engineers,” he 
says. “While riding a common 
utility bike, I was impressed  
by the ease with which some 
folks got around on what 
looked like racing bikes, so I 
bought the first new bicycle  
I ever owned, an Elswick 
‘Lincoln Imp’ (which I still 
ride on occasion). This was in 
early March 1957, and I was 
almost immediately asked by 
the local bicycle club if I’d like 
to join them. They were a 
great bunch, and I rode with 
them every chance I had, 
eventually riding 300 miles  
a week that season. I made 
many friends with them, and 
we communicate regularly. 
Several with whom I rode are 
still touring and racing, even 
in their late ’70s and ’80s!  
I was rotated back home in 
August 1957 and rode solo 
here for many years before  
I joined the Jersey Shore 
Touring Society, where I serve 
as a ride leader. I really enjoy 
teaching novice riders the 
basics and ride 50 to 100 miles 
a week in season and as much 
as possible otherwise. In 1977, 
I was diagnosed with non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma and was 
off the bike for almost two 
years. I’ve recovered now and 
improve with each ride. The 
last two seasons I’ve ridden 
the Labor Day metric century, 
and I rode 80 kilometers the 
week of November 3 for my 
76th birthday. The main thing 
in life is to remain active and 
constantly strive for improve-
ment. You simply won’t prog-
ress at anything unless you 
work at it! Cycling is only one 

Share your news! Email your notes and photos to Associate Director of Alumni Relations
and Annual Giving Kristen Tinson at ktinson@pingry.org, or mail them to Kristen at
The Pingry School, P.O. Box 366, Martinsville Road, Martinsville, NJ 08836.

60th
Reunion

Ethan and Gavin Bowman.



of several of my activities, and, 
now that I’ve retired after 50 
years of surveying, I have less 
free time than I had while 
working!”

August 2010 marked the 53rd 
wedding anniversary for Pete 
Moody and his wife Yvonne. 
In Pete’s words, “53 years of 
bliss!”

1954
Richard Steinbrenner P ’87, 
’95 has been a publisher and 
author since 2000. He is 
Chairman of the Board of  
the American Locomotive 
Historical Society and is creat-
ing a Heritage Museum in 
Schenectady, New York.
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The Barnegat Bay Sailing Hall 
of Fame inducted Bob O’Brien ’53, 
GP ’13 on October 2, 2010, in 
a ceremony at Ocean County 
College in Toms River, New 
Jersey. Bob writes: “This [recog-
nizes] my being Commodore of 
two yacht clubs (Bay Head, 
New Jersey and Delray Beach, 
Florida) and the restoration, 
rehabilitation, and maintenance 
of 28 classic wood boats, ranging 
from a 1928 64-foot consolidated 
‘Commuter’ that took a 5,000-
mile trip from Delray Beach to Ottawa, Canada and 
back, to a 1948 18-foot Lyman Islander, which is my cur-
rent boat. But [the honor is] mainly for my being a co-
founder 10 years ago (with William Birdsall, a noted boat 
restorer) of the New Jersey Museum of Boating in Point 
Pleasant, which celebrates the state’s rich boating history. 
There are four maritime museums in New Jersey, and I 
have been president or a board member of three of them, 
as well as past president of the New Jersey Historical 
Society and the Bay Head Historical Society. I am also a 
nautical historian and give about 25 talks each year 
around the state. I became involved with history, especially 
New Jersey history and boating history, after I retired from 
a 35-year career in the banking business.”

Bob O’Brien ’53, GP ’13 being 
inducted into the Barnegat 
Bay Sailing Hall of Fame.

One of the 28 boats: Bob O’Brien ’53, GP ’13 with his son William, daugh-
ter-in-law Harriett, and wife Sarah with their 1928 64-foot consolidated 
Commuter “Ragtime” in 1989, when they won first prize in the Ottawa, 
Canada boat show.

1955
Eric Hall Anderson had the 
pleasure of meeting Dr. John 
Collins ’60 at Reunion in May 
2010. While in Minnesota for 
a cousin’s wedding this past 
summer, Eric then had dinner 
with John and his wife Heike 
in Rochester. Eric remarked 
that he had a lovely time and 
hopes to get together with 
them again soon.

1956
A brief note from Bob Burks: 
“I am very excited that our 
55th reunion will take place 
in May 2011! Bob Meyer has 
very nicely consented to be 
Reunion chairman. He will be 
in touch with each of you 
regarding the details. Let’s 
make it a memorable event 
and please remember annual 
giving. More on that in fol-
low-up letters.” 

1957
Charles Klein reports: “My 
wife Sharon and I enjoyed a 
14-day trip to France which 
included an eight-day cruise 
on the Seine River. The  
highlight of the cruise was 
stopping at the Normandy 

beaches. It was an emotional 
experience to get an impres-
sion of what this country did 
for the rest of the world.”

Bob Meszar is still “authoring” 
financial software on a contrac-
tual basis for a mid-sized bro-
kerage group in Jersey City, 
New Jersey.  He’s also playing 
competitive duplicate bridge in 
the New Jersey Industrial 
Bridge League against compa-
nies such as Prudential, IT&T, 
Merck, Singer-Kearfott, and 
Telcordia, representing Bell 
Labs.

Jim Urner has been elected 
to two Boards of Directors: 
the Board of the Ocean 
Medical Foundation in Ocean 
County, New Jersey and the 
Board of the New Jersey 
Museum of Boating (co-
founded by Bob O’Brien ’53, 
GP ’13) in Point Pleasant, 
New Jersey.

1959
Dr. Charlie Hodge writes: 
“Cathy and I have moved our 
home base from the Syracuse 
area to Edgartown in Martha’s 
Vineyard. Cathy has been 
spending her time converting 
a summer cottage into a home 
that can handle visits from 

1955 Greg Goggin and his new wife Ingrid Brimer met up with Eric 
Hall Anderson and his partner Susi Hochstrasser at her home in 

Zurich, Switzerland in early June. For Greg and Ingrid, it was part of an eight-week 
trip through Germany, Switzerland, and Italy. Susi proved to be an excellent host 
and guide, especially for a day trip by train to Interlacken. Greg got caught up on 
some of his Pingry classmates whom Eric had seen in May at Reunion Weekend. 
Eric was in training and rehabilitation from rotator cuff surgery preparing for his 
family reunion “Triathlon” in Wisconsin. Greg continues to love his cooking and 
plays a lot of bridge in Naples, Fla. He looks forward to hosting the Pingry Alumni 
Reception at his home in Naples on Sunday, March 6 (for more information, visit 
www.pingry.org). From left: Susi Hochstrasser, Eric Hall Anderson, Greg Goggin, 
and Ingrid Brimer.

55th
Reunion
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Dr. Roger Nye writes: “I have 
returned home from a two-year 
residency in Baghdad with the 
U.S. Treasury where we have 
tried to rebuild Iraq’s banking 
system. Much effort, little con-
crete achieved. The life of 
international financial consult-
ing remains my focus. Other 
recent assignments have taken 
me to Pakistan, Egypt, 
Georgia, Moldova, Tanzania, 
and Bahrain. So, my profes-
sional life remains active and 
exciting, and I have no 
thoughts of retiring (if you 
wish, check my web site: www.
gia-inc.com.). However, my 
personal life took a big hit in 
November 2009 when I lost 
my wife of 43 years to can-
cer. This was, without a doubt, 
the most traumatic experience 
of my life. The recovery pro-
cess for those left behind is 
long, as some of you know. I’m 
still working through how to 
cope. Fortunately, the local 
hospice foundation has been of 
immense help in my grieving 
and recovery, and my four chil-
dren have been super-support-
ive during this period. So, we 
move on to the next phase—
whatever that may be.”

1960
Bill Low’s daughter Betsy Low 
is engaged to Steve Bertoni. 
Their wedding is planned for 
October 2011 in Saratoga 
Springs, New York, where the 

couple met. Betsy, a Skidmore 
alumna, works for Calvin 
Klein in corporate communi-
cations, and Steve, a Colgate 
graduate, is a writer for Forbes.

David Speno writes: “Still 
remembering with fondness 
the Class of ’60 Reunion. It 
was fantastic! We spent two 
weeks at our summer place in 
the mountains of western 
Virginia. Lots of hiking 
(Appalachian Trail and else-
where), some road biking on 
the almost deserted back 
roads, and great swimming in 
Craig’s Creek that is on our 
property’s south boundary. 
Took my two black labs on 
many three-hour hikes in the 
mountains (Jefferson National 
Forest) which adjoin our 
place. Retirement so far is 
agreeing with me, but I’m 
looking at some interesting 
post-work opportunities.”

Bart Wood writes: “I had a 
wonderful summer on LBI, and 
it ended with a spectacular  
10 days on Nantucket for my 
niece’s wedding and a Member/
Guest golf tournament. Back to 
Florida on October 8 and more 
fun and golf.”

1961
Douglas Leavens had a nice 
time seeing Miller Bugliari 
’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20 
and other alumni from the 
Washington, D.C. area at the 

Don Patterson ’56 spent 
25 years helping to build 
Alpen, Inc., the makers of 
premium insulating glass 
and the only company, for 
example, able to meet the 
demanding anti-condensa-
tion requirements at the 
National Gallery of Art in 
Washington, D.C. Alpen is 
now the Window Division 
of Serious Materials, Inc. 
and recently completed 
remanufacturing all 6,514 
windows in the Empire State Building—reusing all the 
existing glass to create energy-efficient windows able to 
produce a projected annual energy saving of $400,000. 
All the work was done in the building, removing, remanu-
facturing, and reinstalling 80 to 100 windows each night. 
The project is an industry first, and the company is work-
ing on bigger projects using the same system. A list of some 
of the company’s projects can be found at index.serious-
windows.com.

He also founded a construction company in Virginia spe-
cializing in energy-efficient office buildings, homes, and 
commercial buildings. Having grown up on a family dairy 
and horse farm, he has been active defending the nutri-
tional integrity and sustainability of family-farm agricul-
ture. Don has been working most recently with a public-
interest foundation, preparing a major lawsuit addressing 
these issues.

His mission to preserve the environment stems from his 
senior year at Pingry, when he was chairman of the 
Chapel Committee and started to think about life’s respon-
sibilities and stewardship for the world. “The gift of life 
could not possibly mean we had a right to consume the 
world’s resources until they were gone, and especially not 
in a few short generations. We burn fossil fuels because we 
have mastered the technologies needed to do it, and our 
economic system does not price them at their long-term 
scarcity value. Our grandchildren may view it like burning 
the seed corn to heat the house, and they may despise us 
for what we have done,” he says.

grandchildren as well as any 
Pingry classmates who might 
find themselves in this 
area. Living on an island is 
quite interesting. The folks 
here call a trip to the main-
land ‘going to America.’ I am 
still ‘going to America’—
Baltimore to be specific—
where I work every three or 
four weeks in the neurosurgery 
department at the University 
of Maryland. I did take the 
summer off, however, to sail 
the New England waters and 

bring a boat from Bermuda 
back to Connecticut. We 
have found this a place where 
quiet and creativity can thrive 
together without the incessant 
artificial busyness of the big 
city and bright lights. The 
simplicity of life here is remi-
niscent of ocean sailing in  
its closeness to nature and a 
requirement for at least a 
modicum of self-sufficiency. 
We welcome any contact from 
friends and classmates.”

Dr. Roger Nye ’59 in Mongolia (lowest population density in the world), where he 
has traveled twice to advise the government on credit matters.

50th
Reunion
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October reception. Doug is 
still working in international 
financial services develop-
ment, currently in conflict 
regions including Afghanistan 
and Iraq. “I can see that my 
generation has not fixed all of 
the world’s challenges, and 
plenty is left for the next gen-
eration of Pingry alums to sort 
out!” he writes

Former trustee Gordy Sulcer 
P ’95, ’01, Bob Popper, and 
Dave Rogers are hard at work 
on the 50th Class Reunion for 
the “Boys of ’61.” Save the 
date—May 12-14, 2011.  
The class party will be held on 
May 14 at the Morris County 
Golf Club.

1962
Former trustee Tony Borden 
wrote: “My wife Cathy and I 
officially retired to Leland, 
Michigan in April 2010 after 
selling our house in Mendham 
Township in five days after 
listing. Yes, it is good to be 
lucky! Leland is on the beauti-
ful northwestern coast of 
Michigan, north of Traverse 
City and about 275 miles 
northwest of Detroit. This is 
an area where we have vaca-
tioned for over 30 years, and 
we have made many friends 
here. It is a wonderful commu-
nity filled with many interest-
ing people from all over the 
U.S., so our transition has 
been as easy one. Interestingly, 
last summer Yahoo! Travel 
identified Leland as one of the 
10 best lake towns in the U.S. 
We would certainly agree with 
that, but don’t need any more 
publicity after that. The sum-
mer here last year was spectac-
ular, and most of our time has 
been devoted to enjoying 
many different outdoor activi-
ties and catching up with 
friends. After more than four 
decades of working, it has 
been refreshing to have the 
pressure off for a while and be 
able to decide day-to-day what 
I am doing. We are sorting 
through the various options we 
have for this next phase of our 

lives. We know we will travel 
some during winter months 
and will find other stimulat-
ing and worthwhile pursuits. 
We miss our New Jersey 
friends, of course, and I will 
miss my long involvement 
with Pingry. But change is 
good!”

Dr. Bill Lycan enjoyed a per-
sonal first: three separate trips 
to the lower southern hemi-
sphere within four months: 
New Zealand in March and 
April, southern Brazil in June, 
and Sydney in July.

Harry Moser: “I retired from 
AgieCharmilles on December 
31, 2010, after 25 exciting and 
rewarding years, and I am tran-
sitioning to the Reshoring 
Initiative (www.reshorenow.
org) which I founded and 
operate. Our mission is to 
bring manufacturing jobs back 
to the U.S. and thus reduce 
U.S. unemployment and the 
trade and budget deficits. Our 
method is to show companies 
that when they accurately cal-
culate the full cost of offshor-
ing, it is in their own interest 
to reshore much of the 
work. The Initiative is getting 
lots of visibility with mentions 
in USA TODAY, The Wall 
Street Journal, CBS, and 
CNBC, plus many articles  
in the industry press. My 
speaking schedule included: 
the Conference on the 
Renaissance of American 
Manufacturing, 9/28 at the 
National Press Club with 
speakers like Andy Grove and 
several senators and congress-
men; and the 11/11 and 12 
Indian Hills, Illinois American 
Manufacturing Strategies 
Conference, which I chaired.  
I encourage interested alumni 
to learn more at the Initiative 
web site and ask their compa-
nies to use our tools to re- 
evaluate offshoring decisions. 
When I am not saving the 
country, I am working out two 
hours each day, gardening, 
writing Letters to the Editor, 
and visiting my two grand-
daughters in Athens, Georgia 
with my wife Jo.

1963
Bob Mayer and Jack 
Laporte joined Miller 
Bugliari ’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, 
GP ’20 for a round of golf in 
Baltimore in June, followed by 
a Baltimore Orioles game. 

Steve Roehm retired from 
IBM in 2009 and started a 
small consultancy focusing on 
helping organizations leverage 
creativity, innovation, and 
strategy for greater success.  
He writes: “In another ven-
ture, I am helping entrepre-
neurs in New York City. I am 
also traveling for pleasure 
with my wife—Patagonia and 
Peru for hiking trips lately. 
Hope all is well with everyone 
in the Class of ’63!”

1964
Glenn Erickson writes: 
“I recently retired from 
International Specialty 
Products after a rewarding 
career in Internal Audit. 
Enjoyed the summer visiting 
my daughter and grandson in 
Vermont and vacationing 
with my brothers Dr. Mark 
Erickson ’61 and Ray 
Erickson ’64.”

Bruce Morrison continues to 
photograph athletics at 
Pingry. His photographs can 
be viewed at www.pingry.
org under “Athletics Photo 
Gallery.”

1966
Arendell Parrott Academy,  
a PK-12 independent school 
enrolling 730 students in 
North Carolina, has 
announced that Peter M. 
Cowen will serve as its next 
Headmaster, effective July 1, 
2011. Peter is serving as inter-
im headmaster of Kent School 
in Chestertown, Maryland, and 
he previously served as head-
master of both Pingree School 
in Massachusetts and 
Westchester Academy in High 
Point, North Carolina. From 
1976 to 1987, Peter worked at 
Pingry, where he taught Upper 
School English (especially 
Honors English for Grade 10), 
coached varsity swimming, and 
served as Dean of Students, 
Director of Admission, and 
Upper School Director.

Alan Gibby writes: “I am 
Headmaster at Keith Country 
Day School and enjoying life 
on the Rock River. My wife 
and I still have a home for 
sale in North Carolina if any 
Pingry classmates are looking 
for a fabulous ‘southern’  
getaway. Good luck to  
Miller Bugliari ’52 and 
the soccer team.”

1968
Paul Maloney writes: “After 
serving 12 years on the State 
Court Bench in my home 
county, I was nominated by 
President Bush and confirmed 

1962 Headmaster Nat Conard P ’09, ’11 and Special Assistant to the 
Headmaster Miller Bugliari ’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20 visited 

with John Scully at John’s home on Long Island in August 2010 and toured 
John’s custom-built train layout (seen here).

45th
Reunion
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Don Wiss attended Pingry’s 
Cornell University Send-Off 
party and also reconnected 
with other Pingry alumni at 
the Jersey Shore Party.

1969
Jim Hodge writes: “It was 
great to see Miller Bugliari ’52 
again [at the Alumni Soccer 
Game this past September]  
and his involvement with the 
school and the boys.”

The Reverend Bruce Smith 
writes: “In late November, 
Susan and I enjoyed a brief 
overnight in New York City 
followed by a 10-day journey 
to the Caribbean on board the 
RMS Queen Mary 2. Great 
trip. On February 12, 2010, 
our newest grandchild was 
born: Rebecca Valles 
Oquendo. Rebecca lives with 
her 5-year-old sister Elizabeth 
and her parents Emily (Susan’s 
younger daughter) and Robert 
Oquendo here in Columbus. 
In June, we had lunch with 
Fred Bartenstein ’68 in 
Yellow Springs, Ohio, follow-
ing a visit to Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s Westcott House in 
Springfield, Ohio. It was great 
to catch up with Fred, a fellow 
Glee Clubber and Buttondown 
during the Tony duBourg era. 
Fred is still singing! Life as a 
parish priest in the Episcopal 
Church continues to be chal-
lenging and rewarding.”

Jay Winslow has moved to 
Rosendale, New York, in the 
Hudson Valley. He and 
Margaret have a large garden 
and grow much of their food—
that is, as much as they can 
keep from the voles, bugs, 
woodchucks, deer, and a bear 
who decided honey from their 
beehive would make a good 
dessert. Jay continues to do 
graphic design work from home.

1970
Dr. Alan Berkower writes: “I 
enjoyed renewing friendships 
with Pingry classmates at both 
the official and follow-up 40th 

Reunions. My wife and I live 
on Long Island with our two 
middle school-aged daughters. 
My two older daughters work 
in the New York City Parks 
Department as a city planner 
and as a teacher. I have three 
grandchildren. Besides my 
career as an otolaryngologist/
head and neck surgeon (I am 
an associate professor at New 
York Medical College and 
operate at Montefiore Medical 
Center in the Bronx), I try to 
keep up with my girls’ ice skat-
ing competitions, music recit-
als, and school functions. In 
my free time, I also ice skate, 
swim, and bike ride. If more 
free time appears, I may even 
try fencing again!” 

Richard Lowish writes: “After 
having met many of my ’70 
classmates at our recent unoffi-
cial reunion and having 
learned of their sumless suc-
cesses and towering triumphs, 
I decided hastily to call it a 
day. How could I ever com-
pete for honors with the likes 
of Myke ‘Blazing Saddles’ 
Connell, et al? Doctors, law-
yers, captains of industry, and 
Obama’s social secretary—they 
all have truly and deservedly 
brought home glittering prizes. 
Therefore, upon my return to 
the U.K., and after 27 years of 
hawking platinum group met-
als in London (I had to travel 
afar to find someone silly 
enough to hire me), I felt 
compelled to retire. Then, in 
order to assuage my wife’s 
debilitating anxieties concern-
ing the probability of my per-
manent presence at home,  
I sauntered off to the local 
offices of the Foreign Legion. 
However, that august and 
illustrious organization studied 
assiduously the relevant actu-
arial tables and recent mortali-
ty rates and decidedly—and 
rather impolitely—suggested 
that I should ‘Fous le 
camp!’ Now as I have never 
medicated, litigated, or fabri-
cated (at least in the literal 
sense), and thus can never 
find gainful employment, I 
have come to the conclusion 
that I should go back to my 
roots and travel around the 
States for a bit.

Chris Hoffman ’65, an indepen-
dent organization development con-
sultant for companies that are work-
ing toward sustainability, recently 
launched “Earth-Dashboard” 
(www.earth-dashboard.org), a 
resource for everyone who is con-
cerned about the Earth. The site is 
designed to offer a global overview 
of sustainability issues in an accessi-
ble format—hence the metaphor of a dashboard. Its features 
include a renewable energy fuel gauge, a population odome-
ter, and links to sources and action opportunities.

He was inspired to create the site during a trip to Belize, 
where he visited a reef ecosystem for the first time and was 
captivated by its beauty. “Seeing the reef firsthand brought 
home the horror of reefs that are dying and dissolving 
because of ocean acidification. It was vividly clear how the 
combination of vanished reefs and rising sea levels caused 
by global warming would devastate the land,” Chris says.

This web site expands on Chris’ sustainability efforts 
because he believes the situation is urgent. “Sustainability 
means managing our lives and our economy so that our 
children and grandchildren inherit a tomorrow that is at 
least as good as today, preferably better. Businesses that 
are managed for sustainability generally outperform com-
parison companies. As individuals, we can’t be fully whole 
or healthy unless we have a reciprocal, respectful relation-
ship with the natural world,” he says.

Chris has also published a book of poetry, Cairns, and a book 
about ecopsychology, The Hoop and the Tree. “Pingry gave 
me a fabulous education and I’m very grateful. I’m hoping to 
make a positive contribution to the world,” he says.

by the Senate as a United 
States District Judge for the 
Western District of Michigan 
in July 2007. Previous career 
stops include the local 
Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, 
the last eight years as the 
elected Prosecutor, and the 
United States Department of 
Justice in D.C. during Bush 
41. Marie and I have been 
married for 38 years; our three 
children are scattered in Texas 
and Pennsylvania. My kids 
graduated from Notre Dame, 
Lehigh (my alma mater), and 
Villanova in that order. Our 
older daughter has blessed us 
with three grandsons. I confess 
that I have not set foot on the 
Martinsville Campus. Since 
our travels will take us east 
more frequently, perhaps I can 
make a reunion.” 

Terry Morgart, who lost his 
class ring about 40 years ago 
and doesn’t remember ever 
wearing it, is grateful to 
Andrew Tubbs of Boiling 
Springs, Pennsylvania for 
finding the ring while metal 
detecting at Biddle Mission 
Park in Carlisle, Pennsylvania 
—it was lodged between two 
tree roots with a third root 
growing right through the 
ring. Terry lives in Flagstaff, 
Arizona and works as a legal 
researcher for the Hopi Tribe 
in the Hopi Cultural 
Preservation Office.  

 

The class ring 
belonging to 
Terry Morgart 
’68.
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1971
Oliver Mading, Peter 
Mindnich, Dr. Gates Parker, 
Trustee Ian Shrank, Ward 
Tomlinson, and others are 
working hard to call all of our 
classmates to entice them to 
attend our 40th class reunion 
the weekend of May 13-14, 
2011. Several have agreed  
to come even from long  
distances. We hope you can  
all attend!

Ward Tomlinson writes: 
“Thinking about coming back 
to our 40th reunion brings 
back memories of walking the 
halls of the Hillside Campus 
and looking up at all of those 
class pictures from the ’20s and 
’30s that hung above our book 
lockers. Hard to believe that 
they are now us, but, despite 
that, I am looking forward to 
coming back Reunion 
Weekend (May 13-14, 2011) 
to see as many of the class as 
we can gather. The venue may 
have changed, but the stories 
have by now been distilled 
into pure gold. Looking for-
ward to hearing this decade’s 
versions!”

1973
Robbie Kurz P ’01, ’03 writes: 
“Great to see some old team-
mates at the alumni soccer 
reunion. Coach Miller 
Bugliari ’52 has gotten a little 
softer with his players, but still 
has that mental toughness. 
Good to be back!”

Scholar and oral historian 
Michael Takiff has written a 
new book, A Complicated Man: 
The Life of Bill Clinton as  
Told by Those Who Know Him. 
Michael writes: “It was the  
farthest thing from my mind, 
when I graduated from Yale 
with a degree in history and 
came to New York to enter 
show business, that I would 
eventually become a writer  
of history books. However, in 
the mid-1990s, after almost 20 
years as an entertainer—the 
last 10 as a stand-up comic— 
I began my career as a writer/

historian. (Hey, Doc Ginsberg, 
you hear that?) A Complicated 
Man was published in October 
2010 by, oddly enough, Yale 
University Press. Five years in 
the making, A Complicated 
Man tells President Clinton’s 
biography through the voices 
of 169 people who have 
known him at all stages of his 
life, from the cousin who took 
him to the Saturday afternoon 
Westerns in Hope, Arkansas, 
to well-known politicos 
(Republican and Democrat), 
journalists, four-star generals, 
and even Larry Flynt. (It was  
a trip meeting Larry Flynt.) 
I’m on Facebook—please  
drop by, or check out  
www.michaeltakiff.com. I’d 
love to reconnect.” Michael  
is also the author of Brave 
Men, Gentle Heroes: American 
Fathers and Sons in World War 
II and Vietnam (William 
Morrow, 2003) and has writ-
ten for The New York Times, 
The Washington Post, and 
The Los Angeles Times.

1974
The national law firm 
LeClairRyan has appointed 
David Freinberg P ’12, ’15 to 
be its next CEO, and he will 
officially assume those respon-
sibilities by the fall of 2012. 
During the transition, he is 
serving as Chief Practice 
Officer. David has been lead-
ing the firm’s 75-employee 
office in Newark, New Jersey.

Former trustee Jonathan 
Shelby P ’08, ’11 enjoyed 
dinner at Poor Herbie’s in 

Madison with good friends 
Guy Cipriano P ’06, ’08 and 
Sean O’Donnell ’75, P ’05, 
’10. It was a nice, quiet din-
ner. Many ginger ales were 
consumed.

1975
Sean O’Donnell P ’05, ’10 
writes: “Joe Mauti, Greg 
McDermott, and I recently 
had an impromptu dinner 
together. I also ran into 
Teddy Walbridge ’78 in 
Washington, D.C. this past 
September.”

“It’s the right thing to do,” says 
Tom Ward ’76 about dedi-
cating his work to preserving 
the environment—a passion 
that stems from his camping, 
hiking, and cycling trips, and 
from his Pingry ISP, for which 
he and Doug Martin built a 
functioning windmill capable 
of generating a small amount 
of electricity.

In the summer of 2006, Tom 
became Vice President of 
Marketing and Sales for 
Stellaris Corp., a start-up company focused on reducing the 
cost-per-watt of generating solar electricity by incorporating a 
unique optical technology into photovoltaic modules. The 
opportunity interested him because he wanted to help create 
a technology company whose work benefits the world. 
However, Tom was also motivated to set an example for his 
children—they were about 10 years old when he joined 
Stellaris and beginning to understand what he did for a liv-
ing. “I want to make a positive impact on the world they will 
inherit and show them that what you do with your life can 
meet a greater good than simply making a profit,” he says.

When he left Stellaris in December 2008, Tom knew that 
he wanted to start his own business focused on improving 
the environment, so his next venture, Planet Machines 
located in Massachusetts, will seek to improve the perfor-
mance of many common household machines while dramat-
ically decreasing their negative environmental impact.

“The U.S. uses far too many resources per capita. We need 
to open our eyes. There is an incredibly large innovative 
capacity in this country, and we need to put it to use to 
improve our world,” Tom says. His e-mail address is  
tom@planetmachines.com.

1976
Frank Perlmutter writes: “For 
the past few months I have 
been working with Mike 
Miklavic, a former Dover 
Sherborn student, to commer-
cialize a web site (www.schedr.
com/books) that will make it 
easier for college students to 
schedule their courses and find 
the best price to buy or rent 
their text books online. This 
web site was developed by col-
lege students for college stu-
dents. Students can type in 
either the title or ISBN of the 
books they need, and our 

40th
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search engine will return a list 
of the best prices available on 
the web and facilitate their 
buying or renting the book.”

Rob Williams P ’06, ’08, ’12 
writes: “2011 is a big year for 
the Class of 1976—our 35th 
reunion! What a great oppor-
tunity for our class to get 
together to celebrate a mile-
stone and reconnect with 
Pingry. Brooke Alper of 
Pingry’s Alumni Relations 
office has graciously agreed to 
help coordinate a Class of 
1976 celebration, but we need 
your suggestions and feedback! 
Please send your ideas to 
Brooke at balper@pingry.org or 
me at rwilliams@milbank.com, 
and we’ll get the ball rolling.  
Do we have any tech-savvy 
classmates who could set  
up a Class of 1976 reunion 
Facebook page? Save the 
dates: Friday, May 13 and 
Saturday, May 14, 2011. We 
hope to see you Reunion 
Weekend!”

1977
Chuck Allan writes: “Jamer, 
where are you?”

Frank DeLaney writes: “We 
sent our first daughter Zealand 
to the College of Charleston. 
Spending the rest of the time 
with Corey ’12 and Trevor at 
various sporting events.”

Reflecting on the Alumni 
Soccer Game, Skot Koenig 
writes, “A good day of alumni 
soccer with no red cards.”

Charlie Louria P ’09, ’11 
writes: “I am working in 
Morristown in wireless. All 
three boys are doing great—
Stephen is a senior at Pingry. 
My passion is getting into the 
mountains at every opportunity.”

Stephen McCarthy and 
Laurie Leonard have wel-
comed a new baby boy, 
Thomas Berwick McCarthy, 
born on April 5, 2010, in  
New York City, measuring  
9 pounds, 1 ounce. “May  
the road rise to meet him,” 
Stephen says. 

Dr. Geoffrey Duyk ’77, a physi-
cian scientist (he has both an M.D. 
and a Ph.D.) and an entrepreneur 
who has started multiple biotech-
nology companies, is a partner at 
TPG, a leading global private 
investment firm. He co-leads the 
Biotechnology Venture Capital 
Group and the firm’s Clean 
Technologies investment initiative. 
Dr. Duyk’s personal focus is on industrial applications of 
biotechnology, investing in new technologies and business 
models in both the developed and emerging world, and 
enabling the cost-effective conversion of biomass and waste 
into energy, fuels, chemical intermediates, and/or materi-
als. Examples of recent investments include Amyris (www.
amyrisbiotech.com), Elevance Renewable Sciences (www.
elevance.com), and Genomatica (www.genomatica.com).

Dr. Duyk works with scientists, entrepreneurs, universi-
ties, and industrial and agricultural companies to help 
build innovative companies that will accelerate the evolu-
tion of the petrochemical industrial sector—including oil, 
gas, and chemical companies—toward a more secure and 
sustainable footprint, as well as foster the development of 
the next generation of novel high-performance products, 
such as jet fuel, diesel fuel, surfactants, and lubricants.

“While it is trite, it is also true that we do this in the spirit of 
doing well by doing good. In the end, we hope to demon-
strate that one can translate basic science and emerging tech-
nologies into solutions for global problems,” Dr. Duyk says.

digital cinema industry. He is 
Managing Partner of the law 
firm of O’Connor, Morss & 
O’Connor, P.C.

Dr. Michael Schatman writes: 
“I guest edited a special issue 
of Psychological Injury and Law 
on traumatically-induced pain 
and am guest editing a special 
series of Pain Medicine on the 
devolution of the ‘profession’ 
of pain medicine to the ‘busi-
ness’ of pain medicine. What 
could be more fun than anger-
ing the special interest groups 
that have destroyed pain medi-
cine (as well as medicine at 
large)?!”

Former trustee Sue Barba 
Welch P ’06, ’09, ’11, ’13, ’16 
writes:  “After 20 years of vol-
unteer work, I have reentered 
the workforce. I started work-
ing with David Ellis Events. 
Every day is different which 
makes it a very exciting place 

Thomas Berwick McCarthy.

to work. We catered the Pingry 
Spring Benefit last March, and 
it was a great time turning the 
gym into a nightclub with a 
runway for the senior fashion 
show. We have two children  
in college with one of them 
graduating in the spring. Our 
third daughter graduates from 
Pingry in June, with only two 
left to go!”

1979
Trustee and PAA President 
Steve Lipper P ’09, ’12, ’14 
joined the boys’ varsity soccer 
team as a chaperone during 
their pre-season trip to Italy. 
The boys played very high- 
level soccer against three  
Italian teams as a warm-up for 
the season. They also learned 
about the local cultures with 
tours of Milan, Lake Cuomo, 
and San Marino. Finally, the 
boys got a taste of the intensi-
ty of Italian professional soccer 
by attending the Inter-Milan 
vs. Roma game with 65,000 
passionate fans. In addition to 
Steve’s son Matt Lipper ’12, 
there were six other alumni 
children on the trip: Stephen 
Louria ’11, son of Charlie 
Louria ’77, P ’09, ’11; Wade 
Homer ’11 and Harrison 
Homer ’13, sons of Stu 
Homer ’70, P ’07, ’11, ’13; 
Brian Forness ’14, son of 
Lindsay (Liotta) Forness ’80, 
P ’11, ’14; and Reeve Carver 
’14 and Sean Carver ’14, sons 
of Chip Carver ’77 and former 
trustee Anne DeLaney ’79, P 
’09, ’11, ’14.

1980
Sabina Coronato Emerson 
writes: “I enjoyed seeing every-
one at our 30th class reunion 
in May. We had a decent 
turnout, but many people were 
missed (especially Lizzard 
Ridgway Hughes and Dani 
Shapiro)! I also had the 
opportunity to get together 
with Jan Brown and Susan 
Foti McClanahan in 
Baltimore in June. If you’re in 
the D.C. area, please contact 
me at sabeme@aol.com.

Former trustee Martin B. 
O’Connor II P ’11, ’14 has 
joined the Board of Directors 
of both Rentrak Corporation 
and Cinedigm Digital Cinema 
Corp. Rentrak is a global  
digital media measurement 
and research company, and 
Cinedigm is a pioneer in the 
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Lindsay (Liotta) Forness  
P ’11, ’14 hosted the send-off 
for Pingry graduates who were 
heading to Cornell in the fall. 

Joshua Gradwohl writes: “I 
completed my first half-mara-
thon in Virginia Beach on 
September 5, 2010, along with 
over 18,000 other runners. By 
mile 10, I was asking myself 
why? I finished in 2:33, a little 
slower than I had trained for, 
but nonetheless it was a great 
experience. I hope to do it 
again this year and improve 
my time. My two nieces who 
ran with me told me I need  
to change my running shoes 
every six months. My shoes 
are about two years old. What 
did I know? I was a soccer and 
lacrosse player, not a runner.”

1981
Dr. Ed Fernandez writes: 
“Hey, does anyone remember 
the Outdoors Club when we 
were at Pingry? Rich Corino 
and I recently got together and 
remembered fondly that winter 
campout in Stokes Forrest 
where we froze our (bleep) off. 
It was called Eddie’s something 
after our advisor in the English 
department. Despite that earli-
er fiasco, I’m still an avid 
camper, but I’ve learned my 
lesson and haven’t felt that 
cold again. I still think I have 
the T-shirts we made for our 
club. Anyone up for an 
Appalachian Trail hike in 
New Jersey? It’s about 50 
miles, or maybe something 
simple like a cabin campout? 
Let me know at hemeddies@
verizon.net. P.S.—you don’t 
have to be an ex-club member 
for this one. Hope to hear 
from you.”

Lisa Fraites-Dworkin writes: 
“It was great having lunch 
with the Class of 1981 
Reunion Committee.   
Looking forward to a  
wonderful 30th Reunion  
in May 2011.”

Steve Henry writes: “I had a 
great time meeting with the 

Leslie Lobell ’82 and her husband Eric Timsak.

Class of 1981 Reunion 
Committee in New York City. 
All pledged to work on our 
30th Reunion in May 2011, 
and we hope to see all of our 
classmates back at Pingry for 
the occasion.”

Every January, Gerry 
McGinley organizes a dinner 
for Pingry friends in Norwalk, 
Connecticut. Steve Henry, 
Stu Ward, John Templeton, 
Marc Greenberg ’82, and Dr. 
Jay Lasser attended and had a 
great time.

Jonathan Pasternak writes: 
“Several of our classmates and 
I are already busy planning our 
30th REUNION! We hope 
that as many of our class as 
possible will attend, and we 
promise to come up with 
something fun and entertain-
ing for all. We would also like 
to see many of our classmates 
making a contribution to The 
Pingry Fund in honor of our 
30th Reunion. Give whatever 
you can—no donation is ever 
too small! I look forward to 
seeing you all at our reunion. 
Details to follow.”

1982
Dr. Marc Feldstein writes: 
“Hey, everybody, greetings 
from the Midwest! I’m the 
Associate Professor of Clinical 
Obstetrics & Gynecology at 
Northwestern University 
Medical School, having a good 
time teaching. On the side, 
I’m on the Board of Directors 
at Chicago’s Lincoln Park  
Zoo, and I am chairman of  
the Zoo’s Animal Health 
Council—physicians who  
consult with the veterinarians 
regarding animal health issues. 
I also serve in a similar  
capacity at Chicago’s Shedd 
Aquarium. I live in Glenview 
with my wife and three kids.”

After a wonderful wedding on 
May 30, 2010, Leslie Lobell 
and her husband Eric Timsak 
decided to “chill out” for a bit 
and take their “real honey-
moon” in September. She 

Department, filming lacrosse 
and field hockey. His son 
Cameron is a member of the 
Pingry Class of ’13. Jim stays in 
touch with Sander Friedman. 
They went backstage this past 
summer to meet Alex Lifeson 
of Rush. Too bad Dr. Nick 
Ward and Leonard Lee could 
not make it.

Lance Gould and his family 
have moved back to the tri-
state area. Lance, his wife 
Michele, and their two daugh-
ters are living in Cobble Hill, 
Brooklyn. Lance is project  
editor at AOL’s Seed division.

Neurological and spine surgeon 
Dr. Mark McLaughlin, medi-
cal director of Princeton Brain 
& Spine Care, was featured on 
APP.com in a September 12, 
2010 article about the newest 
technology being utilized for 
brain and spine operations at 
Hunterdon Medical Center. 
The LEICA intraoperative 
microscope allows doctors to 
perform minimally-invasive 
procedures, such as diskecto-
mies for herniated disks in the 

30th
Reunion

writes: “We went to northern 
California: San Francisco, 
Carmel, Cambria/San Simeon 
(The Hearst Castle), and 
Napa/Sonoma wine country.  
It was a blast!” Leslie, who has 
moved up to northern New 
Jersey, has relocated her prac-
tice closer to her new home.  
“I am seeing counseling and 
hypnosis clients in Bloomingdale 
at ‘The Healing Center’ and  
in Montclair at ‘Goddess In 
Eden.’ I’m doing a lot of fun 
workshops on topics like 
‘Working With Dreams and 
Imagery’ and ‘Secrets to 
Attracting Your Soul Mate.’ 
I’ve also started working with 
‘brides-to-be’ to keep them 
‘stress-free’ during wedding 
planning. It is a fabulous,  
creative time for me.” You  
can contact Leslie at info@
LeslieLobell.com.

1983
Jim Gensch is working part-
time at Pingry, coaching 
Middle School ice hockey, sub-
stitute teaching at Short Hills, 
and working for the Athletics 
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spine. Dr. McLaughlin was 
chosen as a Castle Connolly 
New York Metro Top Doctor 
for 2010.

Peter Moenickheim writes: 
“We have resettled in the 
Dallas area after 12 years in 
Columbus, Ohio.  My kids (all 
four of them) taught me about 
Facebook and I was able to 
reconnect with classmates Jill 
Logio Graham, her husband 
Scott Graham, and David 
Carno. If any Pingry-ites are 
in the Dallas area, look us up.” 
You can contact Peter at 
peterm65@yahoo.com. 

Steven Schultz writes: “I am 
still living in Princeton with 
my wonderful family. I have 
been operating Naturally Nora 
(all-natural baking mixes), 
which was started by my wife 
Nora, for two-plus years. Our 
products can be found in 
supermarkets across the coun-
try. I always enjoy running 
into Pingry alumni in 
Princeton.”

1984
Edie McLaughlin 
Nussbaumer is enjoying life 
in New Jersey with her hus-
band and two daughters. She 
writes: “It has been wonderful 
catching up with so many 
Pingry friends at the monthly 
World War II Lecture Series 
held at The Millburn Library. 
Check www.njww2bookclub.
com for upcoming dates. 
Would love to see you there.”

Betsy Lucas Vreeland writes: 
“I had a funny Back-to-School 
Night—felt like it was Pingry 
in the early ’80s!  I sat in class 
with [Trustee] Conor Mullett 
and Martha (Ryan) Graff and 
also ran into Alison (Malin) 
Zoellner ’83.”

1985
Will Mennen P ’21, ’22 writes: 
“Everyone had a great time at 
our 25th Reunion. It was great 
to see so many (although not 

Front row, from left: Faculty member and mother of the groom Pat Lionetti P ’85, ’88, ’89, Marc Lionetti, Jen Lucas, Denise 
Lionetti ’85, Tracy Pew, faculty member Lydia Geacintov P ’84, ’88, Michaela Lionetti, and David Lionetti ’89. Back row, 
from left: Greg Thomas ’88, Paul Cohen, Jessica (Barist) Cohen ’88, Rich Gilbert ’85, former faculty member and father 
of the groom Bill Lionetti P ’85, ’88, ’89, Drew Merrill ’89, Glen Pew ’88, David Gibson ’88, and Kim Gibson. Also in at-
tendance were Laura Pisani ’88, her husband Joe Junkin, and their son Ryan. David Gibson, Rich Gilbert, and Drew Merrill 
were the singers/accompanists.

25th
Reunion

enough) old friends. Having 
two children at the Short Hills 
Campus has proven to be a 
‘mini-reunion’ of its own.  
My son Hardy and daughter 
Paige are in the same grades as 
the two sons of Dr. Sam Lalla 
P ’21, ’22. So, we get to see 
the Lallas all the time. This 
gives us a chance to reminisce 
about Sam’s brief stint in the 
Gerns while we all live vicari-
ously through our kids.”

1986
John Campbell III writes: “I 
am looking forward to cele-
brating my 25th reunion this 
May at the Beacon Hill Club. 
I have been working on the 
planning details with Gil Lai 
and Dan Marshall, and we 
hope to see many members of 
the Class of 1986 out at Pingry 
at Reunion Weekend!”

Gil Lai writes: “I am very 
excited to be celebrating my 
25th Pingry reunion with fel-
low classmates at the Beacon 
Hill Club on Saturday, May 
14, 2011. I have been on the 
planning committee with John 
Campbell and Dan Marshall, 
and we are hoping to have a 
great turnout this year!”

Dan Marshall writes: “Well, 
2011 brings great promise—
and one other thing for the 
Class of 1986—yes, our 25-year 
reunion. John Campbell, Gil 
Lai, and I have started the pre-
liminary planning for the event 
along with Brooke Alper from 
the Alumni Office. Right now, 
it looks like we will have it at 
the Beacon Hill Club on 
Saturday, May 14, 2011, for an 
evening of merriment. In the 
near future, we will be calling 
on our classmates to encourage 
everyone to attend. We can’t 
wait to catch up with every-
body.”

1987

Linda (Cohen) Curtis 
writes: “On August 1, 2010, 
we welcomed Sadie Frances 
Curtis into the world. She is a 
true Juneau baby and is already 
wearing hoodies in the rain 
like her big brother.”

1988
Marc Lionetti married Jen 
Lucas on June 13, 2010, at 
Memory Lane in Dripping 
Springs, Texas, with David 
Lionetti ’89 serving as Best 
Man. Marc received a Masters 
in Counseling from U/Texas 
Austin and is a counselor at 
the Khabele School in Austin, 
where he and Jen reside. He is 
also a guitarist and vocalist 
with the Lost Pines, an Austin 
bluegrass band. Jen operates a 
small fair-trade company.

Paul Witte recently welcomed 
his second daughter (Pingry 
Class of 2028) and marked the 
occasion by making vacation 
plans to travel to Las Vegas 
with fellow ’88 alumni Kri 
Bayha, Scott Berson, 
Andrew Beyfuss, Dr. Darren 
Blumberg, Bob Brandes, Jim 
Novick, and Frank Vallario 
to celebrate everyone’s collec-
tive 40th birthday—yikes! Linda (Cohen) Curtis ’87 and children
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1989 
Dr. Ezra Jennings and his 
wife Alix hosted the Pingry 
send-off on July 14 for students 
attending Princeton in the fall. 
He enjoyed reconnecting with 
fellow Pingry/Princeton alumni 
Ashley Pertsemlidis ’89, 
Pingry’s Director of College 
Counseling Tim Lear ’92, and 
Mike Hilgendorff ’57, P ’89.

Lee Murnick, Jay Murnick 
’93 and his wife Jodi, and their 
children Evan and Jacquelyn 
enjoyed coming back to Pingry 
to cheer on their sister Amy 
Murnick McKeag ’94 at the 
alumnae soccer game last 
September. Amy’s husband 
Mark and their mom Maxine 
Murnick also attended, and 
the family had a great day at 
the Martinsville Campus.

Andrew Pasternak writes: 
“Things are great here in 
Chicago, where my wife Susan 
and I live with our three chil-
dren James, Emma, and Josh. It 
was amazing seeing everyone at 
our 20th Reunion—a surreal 
experience. It brought back old 
memories of the group of us 
growing up together. Suddenly, 
running around with shaving 

cream on our heads at 
Blairstown seemed like days, 
not years, ago. I still keep in 
pretty close touch with Aaron 
Frank and Drew Merrill, but 
would love to see anyone roll-
ing through Chicago. I can be 
reached at andrew_pasternak@
yahoo.com. Best to you all.”

Chris Spirito met Alex 
Daifotis ’10 at Career Day in 
2010 and helped bring Alex 
into The MITRE Corporation 
for a summer internship before 
he headed off to Princeton. 
Alex supported a research 
team in the Information 
Security Division focused on 

20th
Reunion

the analysis of malicious soft-
ware. “We were fortunate to 
have someone as creative and 
capable as Alex work for us 
last summer,” Chris says.

1990
Jackie Schlosberg Pick 
writes: “I’m still feeling the 
warm-n-fuzzies from attending 
Reunion last May. Loved see-
ing so many classmates! Life’s 
been action-packed here in 
Chicago. Since leaving teach-
ing three years ago, I’ve taken 
classes at Second City and 
have been working non-stop 
as a performer, writer, director, 
and choreographer (!) in the 
Chicago theater world. After 
my current show (a two-act 
musical tribute to The Big 
Lebowski) closes, I will begin 
writing my first two-act musi-
cal, which will hopefully pre-
miere in 2011. This all pales 
in comparison, of course, to 
raising my twin two-year-old 
sons. Pales, but is less sticky.” 

Although Gillian Vigman 
makes her living mostly  
from commercials, she has a 
recurring role on CBS’ The 

From left: Evan Murnick, Jay Murnick ’93, Jodi Murnick, Jacquelyn Murnick, Lee Murnick, Maxine Murnick, Amy Murnick 
McKeag ’94, and Mark McKeag.

Alex Daifotis ’10 and Chris Spirito ’89. 

Defenders. You can also see her 
in small roles in such films as 
Step Brothers, The Hangover, 
and Aliens in the Attic.

1991
Dana Loesberg Baron, Mara 
Baydin Kanner, and Jeremy 
Goldstein write: “We are 
excited to help organize the 
20-year reunion party for the 
Class of 1991! We can’t 
believe it’s been 20 years— 
this is not only a benchmark 
reunion for our class, but also 
the kick-off to Pingry’s 150th 
Anniversary!”

Hunter Hulshizer writes: 
“Still living on New York 
City’s Upper East Side, I’ve 
recently begun the next chap-
ter of my life with a career in 
residential real estate sales and 
am delighted to be working at 
Warburg Realty. The firm is 
featured on the current season 
of HGTV’s Selling New York. 
Please keep me in mind if you 
or anyone you may know is 
looking to buy or sell an apart-
ment in Manhattan. I’d love 
to help! Additionally, I remain 
active as a weekly volunteer 
with the NYPD’s Auxiliary 
Unit in the bustling Midtown 
South Precinct. Covering the 
Times Square beat for two 
years now, I’m excited to 
report that I’ve just been pro-
moted to the title of Sergeant. 
As I approach my 20th 
reunion this spring, I reflect 
on the powerful and positive 
influence that Pingry has had 
on my life over the years.”

1992
Jennifer Koether Healey 
writes: “The last year has 
brought a lot of changes. Our 
fourth child, Jessica, was born 
in September 2009. Shortly 
thereafter, we moved to 
Raleigh. Now, we have moved 
to a suburb of Dallas. If you’re 
in the area, we’d love visitors!”
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Dr. Gautam Malhotra writes: 
“Six-pound Kavina Samaya 
Malhotra joined the world and 
the Pingry family on August 9, 
2010. My Pingry classmates 
were super-supportive through 
Facebook. Let’s see if Pingry pre-
pared me for THIS challenge.”

Sam Partridge had a blast at 
Sara Farber’s wedding in 
Brooklyn in July 2010. He also 
caught up with Mike 
Zigmont, Steve Weinreich, 
Suzy Obst, Natalie Suhl 
Bernardino, Irene Hwang, 
Nicole Fargnoli Gerhardt, 
and Scott Gerhardt ’90.

1993
Alex and Brad Bonner live in 
Westfield, New Jersey (they 
moved there six years ago), 
where they are happily raising 
three very energetic chil-
dren—James (8), Elizabeth 
(5), and Douglas (3). James 
and Elizabeth are playing soc-
cer and ice hockey. Douglas is 
pushing the outer limits of his 
parents’ nerves. Brad is playing 
more golf and hockey than he 

should, but he still finds time 
to be involved with Pingry 
alumni relations.

Pingry Middle School Dean of 
Students Kooheli Chatterji 
married Christian Michael 
Loeffler on October 3, 2009. 

Amanda Wiss and her hus-
band James live in Fort 
Greene, Brooklyn, with their 
two daughters Charlotte (4) 
and Sadie (3). Amanda is the 
founder of Urban Clarity, a 
professional organizing firm 
servicing the tri-state area that 
was recently featured in The 
Wall Street Journal.

1994
In September, history faculty 
member Ted Corvino, Jr. began 
his 13th year of eating lunch 
with Mr. Tramontana in the 
Pingry cafeteria. Ted reports the 
following: Perry Blatt recently 
graduated with his M.B.A. from 
Cornell University and contin-
ues to stock shelves, weigh pro-
duce, and scan canned goods in 
the family business. When 

Dr. Gautam Malhotra ’92, his wife, and Kavina.

Hunter Hulshizer ’91

Joe Marchese is not busy 
chauffeuring his two daughters 
from swim meets to dance recit-
als, he is brushing up on his 
Hannah Montana karaoke 
songs. Jon Kemp is still lament-
ing the devastating 2009 World 
Series loss of his beloved 
Philadelphia Phillies to the 
27-time World Champion New 
York Yankees and wonders if 
Dr. Richardson and Mrs. 
Lionetti would consider making 
a therapy house call. Matt 
Witte and Donyo Dougan 
recently finished their “Box 
Project” for Mr. Rahter’s class—
Mr. Rahter is calculating the 
point deductions, given that the 
project is now 21 years late. 
Rob Lobel, in spite of his 13 
years of employment at Merrill 
Lynch, continues to prepare for 
the SATs every night.

Andrew M. Crowe and 
Michelle Petrov Crowe wel-
comed a beautiful baby girl, 
Talia Helene Crowe, into the 
world on May 20, 2010, in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

An update from Dr. Robert 
H. Siegelbaum: “In June, I 
finished my fellowship in  
vascular and interventional 
radiology at Mount Sinai 
Hospital in New York City.  
I recently started work as an 
attending physician in the 
Department of Interventional 
Radiology at Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center. I 

perform minimally-invasive, 
image-guided procedures for 
patients being treated for 
many types of cancer. My wife 
Deena and I are living on the 
Upper West Side and enjoy-
ing life in Manhattan!”

1995
Gwyneth Murray-Nolan and 
her husband John Forsman III 
traveled to Italy and Spain in 
the spring of 2009. They also 
fulfilled one of their many 
dreams by buying a shore 
house in Brielle, New Jersey 
this past July. “It is wonderful 
to have a place to go outside 
of the city which is close to 
both of our families,” she says. 
Gwyneth continues to love 
working in commercial defense 
litigation and family law at 
Braff Harris and Sukoneck in 
Livingston. 

Meena Seshamni and her 
husband Craig Mullaney  
welcomed their son Arjun 
Seshamani Mullaney on  
July 5, 2010. They live in 
Washington, D.C., where 
Meena is Deputy Director in 
the Office of Health Reform at 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services and Craig is 
Senior Advisor on Afghanistan 
and Pakistan at the U.S. 
Agency for International 
Development. Meena  
returned to her residency in 
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Otolaryngology-Head and 
Neck Surgery at Johns 
Hopkins in January to finish 
her medical training.

1996
Proud mother Carol Baldwin 
P ’96, ’01 called with the 
news that Robert Baldwin 
is engaged to Cheryl 
Giambronie, and they are 
planning an October 2011 
wedding. Robert graduated 
from Washington and Lee 
University and Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute and is an 
electrical power consultant. 
Cheryl is the assistant director 
of a day care center in Bound 
Brook, New Jersey.

Bob Blackstone has trans-
ferred to the U.S. Mission to 
NATO, so he and his family 
will get to stay another year in 
Belgium. He, his wife Marcie, 
and their son Tom are doing 
their best to see as much of 
Europe as possible before they 
have to leave.

An avid outdoorsman with a life-long passion for the environment, 
Marshall McLean ’98 is a corporate energy attorney for the 
international law firm of Reed Smith, LLP.  As an attorney, 
Marshall works to facilitate the use of renewable energy across the 
United States. For nearly five years, he has specialized in wind 
and solar development—he represents equipment manufacturers, 
independent power producers, wind farm developers, and solar 
installers. His clients all work to build and operate commercial 
renewable power plants around the world.

“Our clients are some of the world’s leaders in developing alterna-
tive power. By drafting contracts and providing legal advice, I play 

a small part in developing a long-term energy solution to climate change,” he says. Marshall is 
also chairman and co-founder of the New Jersey Bar Association’s Special Committee on 
Renewable Energy, Clean Technology, and Climate Change. In this capacity, he is working to 
help make New Jersey a national leader in renewable energy.

Marshall works closely with Ferd Convery P ’02. In addition, he has crossed paths with Lauren 
Callaghan ’02 and Matt Strangfeld ’02, both of whom work in the green field, noting Pingry’s 
strong involvement in this burgeoning area.

Arjun Seshamani.

From left: Casey Hannon, Nick Ross, Chris Marzoli, Kailee Ryan Marzoli, Palmer Emmitt ’94, David Bugliari, and 
Miller Bugliari ’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20.

Aksel Chung-Yul Koss

1997
After nearly two years in New 
York, Matthew Alexander 
and his wife Vanessa were 
transferred back to San 
Francisco in July. They look 
forward to getting in touch 
with any ’97 alumni living in 
the Bay Area.

Ellen Pellino Gittes and 
Adam Gittes welcomed 
their second son, Henry 
Michael, on September 8, 
2010. Henry measured 7 
pounds, 6 ounces, and was 
20.5 inches long. He joins 
big brother David (2).

Chris Marzoli married 
Kailee Ryan on May 22, 
2010, at The Palace in 
Somerset, New Jersey. Pingry 
alumni in attendance were: 
Casey Hannon, Nick Ross, 
Palmer Emmitt ’94,  
David Bugliari, and Miller 
Bugliari ’52, P ’86, ’90, ’97, 
GP ’20. Chris and Kailee 
met while working for  
Pfizer, and they reside in 
Weehawken, New Jersey.

Marisa and Kevin O’Brien 
welcomed Emma Marie on 
June 2, 2010. She weighed  
7 pounds and measured 20 3/4 
inches. She joins big sister 
Julia.

Kim Susko received an 
M.B.A. from the Johnson 
School at Cornell University 
(Class of 2010). She is  
also a member of the U.S. 
Women’s Indoor Field 
Hockey team, and they 
received the bronze medal in 
the Pan Am Indoor Cup held 
in Barquisimeto, Venezuela
from August 7-16, 2010.

Thomas Diemar has joined 
Fiduciary Trust Company 
International as a Managing 
Director in New York City. 
He and his wife Lauren 
(Gruel) Diemar are looking 
forward to catching up with 
classmates at their 15th 
Reunion on May 13-14, 2011.

Jennifer Lee Koss and her 
husband Johann welcomed 
their son Aksel Chung-Yul 
Koss on September 2, 2010. 
They still live in Toronto, 
Canada, where Jennifer is 
working in private equity and 
Johann runs a non-profit orga-
nization called Right to Play.

15th
Reunion



Kevin Schmidt was recently 
appointed Co-Chair of the 
Pingry Alumni Association 
Athletics Hall of Fame 
Committee. He looks forward 
to serving alongside Sean 
O’Donnell ’75, P ’05, ’10.

Sammy Schrier finished her 
pediatric residency training in 
July 2010 and then began a 
fellowship in genetics and 
metabolism at the Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia. She 
married Dr. Scott Vergano, a 
partner in Denville Pediatrics, 
on May 31, 2009, and honey-
mooned in Greece before 
moving to Yardley, 
Pennsylvania.

1999
Lindsay Holmes was sorry to 
miss the alumnae soccer game. 
She recently moved from 
Jersey City to the Ironbound 
district in Newark.

For the fifth year, Wyatt 
Kasserman, Matt Margolis, 
Dan Buell, David Fahey, 
Nick Sarro-White, and Ben 
Lehrhoff are competing for 
pride in a fantasy football 
league.

Mike Roberts is engaged to 
Agnese Melbarde, and they 
plan to marry in Latvia in the 
summer of 2011. The couple 
lives on the Severn River in 
Annapolis, and both are 
Analysts at T. Rowe Price.
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1998
Michael Ames was surprised 
and delighted to learn that 
Marshall McLean and 
Kim Barbieri McLean were 
vacationing in Provincetown, 
Massachusetts this past  
Fourth of July. Ames hastily 
drove from Falmouth to 
Provincetown, hitting, nota-
bly, zero traffic along the way. 
He joined the McLeans and 
finally met Mac, Marshall 
McLean, Jr. ’26, the cutest 
McLean in the family (no 
offense to Elise ’01).

Chris Hampson writes: 
“Hello, class! I have returned 
from my now-annual trip to 
Colombia where, for the last 
three years, I have visited 
friends in Bogotá and the  
coffee belt. This year, I added 
an extra leg to the trip and 
spent four additional days 
with friends in Medellin, 
arriving in the country’s sec-
ond-largest city after having 
driven 16 hours through the 
Andes. I tracked down a res-
taurant run by a friend’s 
grandmother after an hour in 
a taxi to the outskirts of the 
city. After cursing my deci-
sion to make the visit for 
most of the ride, we arrived at 
a true treasure. I would happi-
ly recommend La Quinta De 
Mis Abuelos to anyone who 
finds themselves in the area.  
I followed Medellin up with 
an additional six days on the 
Pacific coast, surfing boat 
access-only reefs in the state 
of Choco. The trip was great, 
and I’m looking forward to 
visiting suppliers in Vietnam, 
Indonesia, Uganda, and 
Tanzania in the coming 
months. Hope everyone is 
having as much fun in their 
lives as I am!” A photo  
gallery from the trip is here:  
champson.smugmug.com/
Colombia-2010-1/Fincas-
Ballenas-y-Olas/12877821_
s7wfa#946787416_
WLSSM%3E

Melanie Nakagawa ’98, whose portfolio of work 
includes climate change, environment, and water security, 
has devoted more than a decade of her career to environ-
mental issues, working for environmental non-profit  
organizations, international institutions, and governmental 
agencies.

She works for Senator John Kerry (D-MA), a long-stand-
ing environmental champion and Chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. She has spent nearly two 
years working on several bills related to the environment for 
Senator Kerry, including extensive work on the American 
Power Act, a climate change and energy-focused bill that 
would cap greenhouse gas emissions and place a price on 
carbon pollution. “I am proud to be able to draft legislation 
that improves our environment through measures such as 
reducing carbon pollution in the air or providing incentives 
to transition to cleaner energy sources,” she says.

Melanie also advises the Chairman on matters dealing with 
international environmental issues, such as those address-
ing ozone-depleting substances, climate change, biodiversity, 
and oceans. In this role, she prepares Committee hearings, 
drafts legislation, and helps integrate environmental con-
cerns into foreign policy when relevant. “I am responsible 
for preparing Committee hearings on climate change and 
the environment, which not only bring prominent public 
attention to these critical issues, but also serve as a way to 
educate Senate colleagues and catalyze legislative action,” 
she says.  

Working on environmental issues is important to her 
because, as an avid traveler, Melanie has seen many plac-
es—including parts of the United States—that face envi-
ronment degradation occurring at an almost exponential 
pace. “But because my work is focused on finding ways to 
implement practical solutions that exist today to improve 
our air, land, health, water, and security, I enjoy working 
on these issues. And in cases where we don’t have the solu-
tions, my work is about creating the most conducive system 
for innovation to flourish. I feel fortunate to be able to ded-
icate my career to pursuing opportunities to not only restore 
some amazing natural wonders, but also protect them for 
years to come,” she says. Mike Roberts ’99 and Agnese 

Melbarde.
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On September 25, 2010, 
Nicholas Sarro-Waite 
married Ellie C. Berry of 
Hamilton, Massachusetts in 
Beaver Creek, Colorado. They 
enjoyed a small family wed-
ding in the mountains with 
some of their closest Pingry 
friends, including David 
Fahey, Matthew Margolis, 
Daniel Buell, Devon 
Graham, Wyatt Kasserman, 
Kelly Sheridan Florentino, 
and Marry Sarro-Waite ’01.

2000
This past summer David 
Alchus placed third out of a 
field of over 150 amateur level 
players at the South Texas 
Ping Pong Championship in 
Austin.

Brian Neaman and Jeff Roos 
recently won first place for 
their entry Jury Duty in the 
MoFilm Cannes Lions 2010 
“Make an Ad” Video competi-
tion. The two, who filmed the 
winning commercial with their 
new production company TBD 
(tbdny.tv), were flown to the 
Cannes Lion International 
Advertising Festival to accept 
the award and meet with Jon 
Landau (producer of both 
Titanic and Avatar) as well 
as brand representatives.

Arianna Papasikos completed 
a general practice residency at 
Overlook Hospital in Summit, 
New Jersey in 2009 and moved 
to Las Vegas to attend a dual 
degree program at the 
University of Southern Nevada. 
She will be obtaining both an 

1999 David Fahey married Allison Lafferty on May 30, 2010, in 
Bloomington, Indiana, and they were joined by several alumni: 

Nick Sarro-Waite, Kathy Kimber ’79, Kevin Schmidt ’98, Dan Buell, Austin 
Lan ’07, Katherine Longfield, Andrew Babbitt ’09, Conor Starr ’09, Kelly 
Sheridan Florentino, Matt Margolis, Devon Graham, Ben Lehrhoff, and 
Wyatt Kasserman.

M.B.A. and Orthodontic spe-
cialty degree in 2012. She has 
an adorable Morkie puppy, a 
mix of a Yorkshire terrier and a 
Maltese, to keep her company 
while being so far from the 
Northeast.

Gianfranco Tripicchio lives 
in New York City and attend-
ed the alumni soccer game in 
September. He enjoyed seeing 
Coach Miller Bugliari ’52, P 
’86, ’90, ’97, GP ’20 and play-
ing with his old teammates.

Kate Graham and Brian Young ’00 
with his dog Phil.

Brian Young writes: “Life is 
good in Boston. Finishing up 
my thesis for a Master’s Degree 
in Public Health from Brown 
University, doing health servic-
es research at Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, and (infinite-
ly more important) engaged to 
Kate Graham, an amazing 
woman whom I met while 
training for the 2005 Boston 
Marathon. Still in touch with a 
few folks from Pingry, such as 
Dan Gittes, who will be a 
groomsman in the wed-
ding. Great to see all of you at 
our 10th Reunion. If any of you 
are ever in Boston for any rea-
son, feel free to look me up. My 
dog Phil and I would love to 
take you on a tour of Boston!”

2001
Kara Belofsky is engaged 
to Aaron Miller and will be  
married at Battery Gardens in 
New York City on May 15, 
2011. Kara and Aaron are 
attorneys and reside in New 
York City.

2002
In May 2010, Brian Martin 
graduated cum laude from 
Vermont Law School, where 
he was a member of the  
moot court and an editor  
with the Vermont Journal of 
Environmental Law. He quite 
enjoyed his three years in  
the Green Mountain State, 
especially his federal judicial 
internship at the U.S. District 
Court in Burlington. He  
began his legal practice in 
New England last fall.

Tod’s featured Lauren 
Remington Platt and Jamie 
Johnson ’98 in its fall inter-
national fashion campaign. In 
addition to photos and videos 
on the Tod’s web site (www.
tods.com), the campaign 
included advertisements in 
international editions of 
Vanity Fair, Vogue, W, The 
New York Times, and The 
London Times. Pictures from 
the campaign can also be 
found internationally in  
Tod’s boutiques.

Jessica Saraceno ’02 and Brendan 
Carroll.

Jessica Saraceno graduated 
from Seton Hall University 
School of Law this past  
May and is clerking for the 
Honorable Stephan C. 
Hansbury in Morristown.  
In December 2009, she was 
engaged to Brendan Carroll, 
whom she met in law 
school. Their wedding is 
planned for August 20, 2011, 
at Christ the King in New 
Vernon, and the reception will 
follow at Pleasantdale Chateau 
in West Orange. Brendan is an 
associate at Coughlin Duffy in 

10th
Reunion
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Morristown, and Jessica will  
be joining McElroy, Deutsch, 
Mulvaney & Carpenter in 
September 2011.

Daniel Jonathan Scher mar-
ried Lauren Michelle Jacobwitz 
at Pleasantdale Chateau in 
West Orange on June 25, 
2010. Rabbi Donald Rossoff  
of Temple B’nai Or in 

From left: Casey Benton, Kevin Handy, James Berry, Danny Scher, Lauren Scher, Adam Sandelovsky, Matt Strangfeld, Michael Hilzenrath, Travis Lan, and Ian Halvorsen.

Morristown officiated the 
event. The bride, a graduate 
of Newark Academy, received 
her undergraduate degree in 
neuroscience and behavioral 
biology from Emory 
University, and she is attend-
ing Georgetown University 
School of Medicine. Daniel, a 
graduate of Cornell University 
with a degree in Biology, is a 

fourth-year medical student at 
Georgetown and will receive 
his degree in May 2011. Lauren 
and Danny were introduced 
by their mutual friend Jessica 
Magidson, who was one of 
Lauren’s bridesmaids. Daniel 
honored his Pingry friends by 
selecting Adam Sandelovsky 
and Matthew Strangfeld 
as his Best Men and Ian 

Halvorsen, Travis Lan, and 
Michael Hilzenrath as his 
groomsmen.

2003
Clare Kelly is pleased to 
announce her July 2010 
engagement to Steven 
Plunkett, her boyfriend of 
three years whom she met 
while pursuing her graduate 
program. They are enjoying 
life in Toronto where Clare 
works at the Toronto Board 
of Trade (Chamber of 
Commerce), analyzing region-
al compensation and benefits 
data, and Steven works as an 
accountant for mutual fund 
company Mackenzie Financial. 
They are planning either a late 
2011 or early 2012 wedding.

Kellen Kroll was the lone 
“representative from her class 
at the alumnae soccer game. 
“She has played in the last 
four games and enjoys coming 
back each year. This year, they 
gathered after the game to 
“celebrate a birthday for Laura 
Boova ’04.
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Thao Nguyen is pursuing 
a Ph.D. in Chemistry 
(Nanoscience) at the 
University of Maryland,  
and his expected graduation  
is December 2011.

John Porges is working 
at Kingsland Capital 
Management as a junior bond 
trader. He recently traveled 
with Rob Oh around Salt 
Lake City for a weekend of 
outdoor activities.

Sarah Saxton-Frump is liv-
ing in Austin and teaching at 
KIPP: Austin Collegiate. She 
teaches ninth- and tenth-
grade history and sponsors the 
student government at her 
small high school. Her stu-
dent government is even try-
ing to found an Honor Board 
much like Pingry’s. She loves 
Texas and went on her first 
hunting trip this past year, 
during which she had much 
success. She misses the East 
Coast, though, and hopes the 
Class of ’03 is doing well.

2004
Marisa LaValette maintains 
a travel blog, 256 Days in a 
Pickup Truck (256day-
sinapickuptruck.blogspot.
com). She is encouraging 
readers to follow her, so you 
can click “follow” to sign up 
on her site. She is continuing 
to help the recovery efforts 
following the earthquake in 
Haiti (see “Alumni Make 
Time to Help in Haiti” in the 
Summer 2010 issue of The 
Pingry Review), and she is 
searching for a literary agent 
and publisher for a new book.

2005
Drew Blacker is a paralegal 
with Simpson Thacher & 
Bartlett in New York City. He 
has been living with Pingry 
classmates Adam Freedman, 
Michael Silber, James 
Somers, and Nikhil 
Srivastava in a five-bedroom 

2002 Charlie Diemar married Abby Wehr on July 17, 2010, in Manchester, Connecticut. Joining the celebration were fellow Pingry alumni and faculty: Kevin 
Boova, Lauren Callaghan, Charles Fraser, Brad Gillispie, Conor Griff, Christine Layng, Jay Lydon, Tim Moyer, Pete Myers, Adam Schmidlin, 

Stew Stout, Tony Marchigiano ’03, Dave Shalit ’03, Katie Corrigan ’03, Caroline Diemar ’99, Lauren (Gruel) Diemar ’96, Thomas Diemar ’96, Jack Diemar 
’93, Rob Diemar ’91, and Coach John Magadini.

Thomas Diemar ’96 with his daughter Charlotte (a future Pingry grad) rallying 
the troops for a group picture at his brother’s wedding, above.
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apartment in Manhattan since 
June 1. Remarkably, they are 
still friends. It might have 
been a seven-bedroom apart-
ment had their good friends 
Chip Shaffer and Rob 
Trangucci not decided, 
respectively, to enroll in law 
school at UPenn and to 
work as a solar market 
research analyst at PHOTON 
Consulting in Boston.

Don Castle is working in 
New York City for a start-up 
software company located on 
Madison Square Park, an area 
of the city referred to as 
Silicon Alley. Since the com-
pany is so small, he partici-
pates in all areas of business, 
from technical design to cli-
ent consulting and sales and 
marketing. He spent his free 
time last summer relaxing in 
New Hampshire after spend-
ing the summer of 2009 trav-
eling in Egypt and India.

Nicole Daniele spent the 
summer in analyst training i 
n New York City with J.P. 
Morgan’s Private Bank. For  
a few months this fall, she  
was in Chicago on a special 
assignment (Anthony 
Feenick ’06 was also there on 
the project). She sends many 
thanks to everyone who 
attended the Class of 2005’s 
5th Reunion in May—it was 
a huge success.

Christina Denitzio is busy 
working for The Blackstone 
Group’s alternative asset  
management division and  
was training for her first half-
marathon in October.

Brad Fechter worked for 
Enviroscapes, an environmen-
tal restoration firm, and then 
moved to Colorado and lived 
in Beaver Creek for six 
months. He is happy to be 
back at Pingry as a permanent 
substitute for the year and 
plans to pursue a graduate 
degree in psychology next year.

Sarah Filipski is working as 
a research technician in a 
Neuroendocrinology lab at 
Rockefeller University in New 
York while she interviews for 
medical school.

Maggie O’Toole writes: “I left 
my job to attend Parsons The 
New School for Design. I am 
pursuing a career in interior 
design. I recently ran the New 
York City half-marathon and 
ironically ran into Pingry girls’ 
varsity soccer head coach 
Andrew Egginton and class-
mate Amanda Pagoulatos as 
I was crossing the finish line. 
And then it was great to be 
back at Pingry for the alumnae 
soccer game to see Coach 
Egginton and play with my  
old teammates.”

Maggie Porges writes: “The 
Pingry Class of ’05 had a mini 
reunion in Spring Lake,  
New Jersey over Labor Day.  
Maggie O’Toole, Catie Lee, 
Pamela Lang, Nicole 
Daniele, John Stamatis, Eric 
Schonberg, and I all relaxed 
by the pool and enjoyed a 
lovely Labor Day reminiscing 
about Pingry and our new  
lives post-college.”

Eric Schonberg is a second-
year law student at New York 
Law School in Manhattan. He 
lives in East Midtown with 
Evan Sprenger and John 
Moore. In addition, he tries to 
hit the golf course as often as 
possible with Brad Fechter 
and John Stamatis.

John Stamatis is working as 
an underwriter for Zurich NA. 
During the summer of 2010, he 
moved to New York City, 
where he lives with friends 
from college. In his spare time, 
he plays soccer for the New 
York Athletic Club and enjoys 
playing golf and seeing live 
music around the tri-state area.

Dana Van Brunt and Julie 
Johnson live together in New 
York City. They are excited to 
be members of Pingry’s SCLS 
(Second Century Leadership 
Society). Brian Combias ’06, Julianne DiLeo ’06, and Park Smith ’06 at Denison in 2010.

Brian Combias ’06, Julianne DiLeo ’06, and Park Smith ’06 at Pingry in 2006.

2006
Marissa Bialecki graduated 
magna cum laude from The 
George Washington 
University in May 2010.  
She majored in psychology, 
minored in Spanish and jour-
nalism, and won an award  
her senior year for the “Most 
Active” member in her  
community service sorority, 
Epsilon Sigma Alpha. She’s 
working in Washington, D.C. 
and enjoying being done with 
school—at least for a while. 
Outside of work, she writes 
her own food blog, www.
bonappetitfoodie.com, which 

chronicles her “culinary jour-
ney” and includes restaurant 
reviews, original recipes, and 
interesting tidbits in the world 
of food. She’s looking forward 
to the 5th Reunion this year. 

Brian Combias is working 
at FOX for FOX Sports 
Interactive Media as a sales 
planner in New York City.  
He enjoyed catching up with 
old friends at the alumni  
soccer game in September  
and is looking forward to 
reconnecting with the Pingry 
community after graduating 
from Denison University  
this past May.

5th
Reunion
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Zack Cordero writes: “I gradu-
ated with a Physics degree from 
MIT. Last summer, I stuck 
around Cambridge to finish up 
some research, but, this fall, I 
headed west to the Molecular 
Foundry at the Lawrence 
Berkeley National Lab. I had a 
great time coming back to 
Pingry, seeing my old teachers 
(although it looks like a lot of 
them are retiring…), and 
teaching freshmen about the 
binomial theorem and its 
applications in biology. I defi-
nitely recommend going back 
to teach Pingry students about 
subjects that interest you.”

Julianne DiLeo graduated 
from Denison University last 
spring and is attending Florida 
Coastal School of Law.

Sam Dwyer graduated from 
Hamilton College. He is living 
in New Jersey and looking for a 
job in New York City. He had a 
great time playing in the alumni 
soccer game and catching up 
with old teammates.

Caitlin Fitzgerald graduated 
from Emory University in May. 
In her senior softball season, 
she was named to the 2010 
ESPN the Magazine All-District 
Second Team, the University 
Athletic Conference Second-
Team, and the All-Atlantic 
Region Second-Team. She was 
ranked seventh among confer-
ence players in batting aver-
age. Caitlin ended her career 
as one of the top 15 performers 
in 17 different offensive cate-
gories at Emory. She is con-
tinuing her studies at Emory, 
this time at its medical school.

Adam Goldstein decided to 
start a new flight search com-
pany after graduating from 
MIT. The site, which has been 
featured in The New York 
Times (pogue.blogs.nytimes.
com/2010/09/15/are-you-hip-
to-hipmunk) and on CNN 
(money.cnn.com/2010/08/19/
technology/hipmunk/index.
htm), makes it easy to find the 
right flight out of all the 
options by hiding the bad 
flights and sorting the good 
flights by “agony.” It’s online 
at hipmunk.com.
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Graham Hone graduated 
from Hamilton College in 
May, majoring in chemistry 
with a math minor, and is 
pursuing a Ph.D. in organic 
chemistry at Princeton 
University. He is hoping to 
work on projects that involve 
the synthesis of biologically 
active molecules.

Sam Jurist writes: “I graduat-
ed from Boston College and 
moved to New York City 
with my good buddy Peter 
Neil Cipriano. I am having a 
good time and working at a 
company called Ecological 
that provides energy efficien-
cy and sustainability services 
to real estate portfolios.” 

Park Smith graduated from 
Denison University this past 
spring and is living in New 
Jersey.

2007
Caitlin Demkin is in her 
senior year at Amherst, 
where she has played squash 
for the past three years. She 
writes: “I can’t believe this 
season is already my fourth! 
I’ve loved being a part of the 
Amherst squash team, and I’ll 
miss not playing competitive 
collegiate sports next year.” 
Caitlin is finishing credits for 
a double major in political 
science and art history. Last 
summer, she traveled to 
China and Tibet and 
interned at J.P. Morgan in 
sales and trading. She is 
excited to be returning to J.P. 
Morgan as a full-time analyst 
in the fall of 2011.

Lucy Marchese is in her 
senior year at Williams and 
majoring in history. She is 
captain of the Ephs’ women’s 
tennis team—the three-time 
defending NCAA Division 
III Champions. Lucy has 
been a starter in each of the 
three years that Williams has 
won the national champion-
ship. She has also been 
named a NESCAC (New 

England Small College 
Athletic Conference) 
Scholar-Athlete in each  
of her first three years at 
Williams.

Katherine Sheeleigh, co-
captain of Harvard’s women’s 
soccer team and a former 
captain of Pingry’s soccer 
team, was a candidate for the 
2010 Lowe’s Senior CLASS 
Award, which is presented to 
one NCAA senior student-
athlete who displays excel-
lence on the field, in the 
classroom, and in the com-
munity, and who demon-
strates outstanding character. 
A four-time All-Ivy League 
honoree who was named the 
2010 Ivy League Player of the 
Year, Katherine has helped 
Harvard win back-to-back 
Ivy League titles and reach 
the NCAA Tournament the 
past two seasons. She was 
profiled in the Community 
Courier (published by the 
Courier News) on November 
18, 2010, to highlight these 
and other soccer accomplish-
ments, as well as her January 
2010 visit to the Marshall 
Islands to provide guidance 
to high school upperclassmen 
who hope to attend college 
in the U.S.

Ajay Tungare completed a 
gap year from Princeton. He 
spent half the year working 
in microfinance in India and 
the other half working for 
Senator Lautenberg in 
Washington, D.C. Last sum-
mer he traveled to India, 
Kenya, and Tanzania on  
safari, and Italy. 

2008
Angela Ramirez writes: 
“We have Pingry dinners 
once a semester with all 
Pingry alumni at Yale 
University. If you are attend-
ing Yale and interested in 
joining our dinners, please 
contact me at angela.
ramirez@yale.edu.  
All are welcome!”

2009
Kristy Bendetti is enjoying 
her sophomore year at 
Hamilton College. After 
studying photography at 
Pingry, she joined the 
Hamilton College 
Photography Society and 
enrolled in several photogra-
phy classes. Kristy is also in 
the process of starting a 
TOMS Shoes campus club to 
raise awareness for the compa-
ny’s cause. She is happy to see 
the five new freshmen from 
Pingry around Hamilton’s 
campus and is also in the  
same sorority as fellow Pingry 
classmate Maja Feenick.

Brendan Burgdorf, a sopho-
more at Bucknell, was named 
the Patriot League Men’s 
Soccer Offensive Player of the 
Week on Monday, September 
13. He had scored twice 
against nationally-ranked 
teams at the Penn State 
Classic the previous week-
end—Penn State on Friday 
and Ohio State on Sunday. 
This is Brendan’s third career 
Patriot League weekly honor. 
Following the game with Ohio 
State, Brendan and two of  
his teammates were named  
to the Penn State Classic  
All-Tournament Team.

The 2010 New Jersey State 
Governor’s Jefferson Awards, 
which honor extraordinary 
public service, have been pre-
sented to Emma Carver and 
her sister Chloe ’11 for their 
achievements in promoting 
literacy in South Africa 
through the Global Literacy 
Project (GLP). Emma and 
Chloe, who were nominated 
by their mother, former trustee 
Anne DeLaney ’79, P ’09, 
’11, ’14, have organized book 
drives at Pingry and visited 
South Africa four times. Their 
work has resulted in the dona-
tion of over 250,000 books, 
the establishment of three 
libraries, and the creation of 
seven Kindergarten class-
rooms. Emma is a freshman  
at Cornell University.
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Last summer, Taylor Demkin 
spent five weeks in Alicante, 
Spain, living with a host fami-
ly and doing course work for 
the University of Pennsylvania. 
“I was fortunate to be there 
when Spain won the World 
Cup...what an experience! In 
addition, I spent some time in 
Madrid, Granada, Mallorca, 
and Valencia,” she says.

Maja Feenick is in her second 
year at Hamilton College and 
absolutely loving it. She plans 
to major in mathematics and 
minor in communications and 
economics. Maja is on the var-
sity swim team and works as a 
tour guide for the admissions 
office. She spent last summer 
as a counselor at Camp 
Harmony.

Anita Ganti worked at Beth 
Israel Medical Center in New 
York last summer and taught 
dance. She finished her fresh-
man year at Cornell and 
loves it.

Jack Muller and Kevin 
McNulty, sophomores at the 
University in Pennsylvania, 
spent part of the summer in 
Prague participating in Penn-
in-Prague, a collaborative pro-
gram between UPenn and 
Prague’s Charles University. 
They both took the same 
courses—one about the history 
of Czech and Bohemian civili-
zation and the other about 
European Integration and the 
history of the European 
Union. The coursework 
included 15-page research 
papers on topics of their 
choice and 30-minute presen-
tations about their research. 
Jack studied how the Franco-
German political and military 
friendship was able to form 
thanks to economic agree-
ments, and Kevin wrote about 
the barriers that are prevent-
ing the Euro zone from becom-
ing an optimal currency area. 
Jack and Kevin also had time 
to travel to Berlin, Budapest, 
and Vienna.

2010
Chloe Blacker is attending 
the University of Pennsylvania 
and playing on the Quakers’ 
Division I squash team. At 
Pingry, Chloe was a co-captain 
of the squash team her senior 
year. In both her junior and 
senior years, she was selected 
as the team’s “Most Valuable 
Player” and won the New 
Jersey State High School 
Championship.

Brandon Brier is on a gap 
year in the U.K., taking  
classes in government and 
Mandarin Chinese. In 
September he will matriculate 
at Harvard University with its 
Class of 2015. He worked last 
summer on the bankruptcy 
estate of Lehman Brothers 
Holdings.

Myles Bristow writes: “I am 
attending Trinity College in 
Hartford, Connecticut. I spent 
the summer working as a 
camp counselor at the Summit 
YMCA, and, prior to attend-
ing Orientation at the begin-
ning of September, I partici-
pated in the Trinity College 
QUEST program, which is  
a multiple day hiking and  
backpacking trip along the 
Appalachian Trail. I am unde-
cided on a major, but may 
potentially double major in 
creative writing (fiction) and 
visual arts (illustration/draw-
ing). I have joined the Step 
team and am continuing 
where the Academiks left off. 
I’m creating a Hip Hop dance 
team with the help of other 
Trinity students and poten-
tially other college students in 
the area. I’ve gotten involved 
with poetry on campus as 
well.” 

Alexandra Cheng partici-
pated in rowing programs  
at Princeton University  
and Cornell University last 
summer and hoped to walk 
on to the Cornell crew team 
in the fall. 

Beth Garcia was excited 
about starting at Princeton  

in the fall, plans to play club 
lacrosse, and had a great  
time at the Pingry/Princeton 
send-off reception.

Rebecca Krakora spent a 
week in London last summer, 
then worked at soccer camps 
and as a lifeguard. She is at 
Bowdoin College, playing  
on the soccer team. She 
doesn’t know yet what her 
major will be, but she’s taking 
classes in history, science,  
and psychology.

Louisa Lee is in her freshman 
year at Williams and says she 
couldn’t think of a more idyl-
lic place to be a cross-country 
runner. She is taking advan-
tage of the liberal arts educa-
tion and exploring many dif-
ferent fields of study, although 
she is leaning toward a major 
in art history.

Diamond McClintock is a 
freshman at Dickinson College 
and involved in several extra-
curricular activities, including 
the Multi-Organizational 

Board that plans school parties 
and hosts concerts, the African 
American Society, and the 
Fencing Club. She also attend-
ed the NAACP “One Man 
March” in Washington D.C. 
on October 2, 2010.

William Moore is attending 
Middlebury College and play-
ing for the Panthers’ Division 
III squash team. William was a 
co-captain of Pingry’s squash 
team during his senior year.

Rainie Opel is taking a gap 
year, traveling to Asia and 
performing community service. 
She will begin classes at 
Harvard University in the  
fall of 2011.

Will Pinke spent the summer 
golfing and hopes to walk on 
to the golf team at Princeton 
University. He enjoyed meet-
ing other Pingry/Princeton 
alumni at the send-off party.

Freddy Porges is enjoying his 
first year at Hamilton College. 
He is the backup for a sopho-

Myles Bristow ’10 with his mother Sharon Stroye.
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CLASS	NOTES
Share your news! Email your notes and photos to Associate Director 

of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving Kristen Tinson at ktinson@pingry.org,  
or mail them to Kristen at The Pingry School, P.O. Box 366,  

Martinsville Road, Martinsville, NJ 08836.

more goalie on the Hamilton 
soccer team, but has seen 
action in several varsity games. 
Freddy often sees fellow Pingry 
classmates Claeson Dillon, 
Martin Bawden, Johanna 
Kreisbuch, and Nayantara 
Joshi around campus.

Lillie Ricciardi is in her 
freshman year at New York 
University’s Tisch School of 
the Arts, a purely artistic col-
lege within NYU. She spends 
nine hours per day dancing, 
acting, and singing, and she 
loves being a student in New 
York City. 

Sean Salamon played Brad 
in a student production of  
The Rocky Horror Show at 
Carnegie Mellon University in 
November 2010; the produc-
tion was stage managed by 
Cassie Osterman ’09. Music 
that Sean composed for a 
dance piece premiered at the 
end of October in a festival of 
student works at the Carnegie 
Mellon School of Drama.

Gabriella Scrudato sent an 
update from the United States 
Coast Guard Academy: “I 
made it through basic training 
alive and well and have limited 
amounts of modern technolo-
gy. I keep an M1 semi-auto-
matic assault rifle from WWII 
in my closet (along with a bay-
onet) and sailed on a tall ship 
for a week during the summer. 
I think it’s safe to say my life 

has changed a bit since leaving 
Pingry, but I recommend 
applying to a service academy 
for anyone who is even 
remotely interested. It is 
extremely rewarding to wake 
up every day (0530—bright 
and early) and know that you 
are making a difference in so 
many people’s lives. Getting 
paid doesn’t hurt, either.”

Ram Sinha writes: “Last sum-
mer I was fortunate enough to 
not have a job and essentially 
relax before my first year at 
Lehigh University. I was able 
to visit my friends at their 
summer houses and enjoy my 
time off. Soon after moving in 
late August, a club fair was 
organized and I signed up for 
several. Granted, some clubs 
were handing out free items 

(i.e. shirts, water bottles, food, 
etc.), effectively bribing the 
students. My hall is extremely 
enthusiastic about sports. 
Therefore, at the club fair, we 
signed up for all the intramural 
sports we possibly could for the 
fall season, i.e. soccer, volley-
ball, and flag football. The 
other clubs I joined were CAC 
(Colleges Against Cancer; 
Run Relay for Life), the com-
munity service club, and the 
bioengineering club. The lat-
ter makes it obvious that I 
decided to major in bioengi-
neering. After several seminars 
on the subject, I’m quite 
happy with my choice. Lastly, 
I am lucky enough to have my 
room directly across from the 
dining hall, allowing me to 
often see the students who 
graduated from Pingry the 
same year as I did: Jacklyn 
Temares, Sofi Barrionuevo, 
and Emily Strackhouse. In 
barely over a month, I feel 
comfortable calling Lehigh my 
new ‘home’ and hope current 
Pingry seniors follow suit and 
apply here.”

Laura White is a freshman at 
Baylor University in Waco, 
Texas. Her intended focus is 
biology with a declared major 
of University Scholar, a pro-
gram within the honors col-
lege. She is thrilled to be see-
ing a new part of the country 
and loves every moment of it.

Sean Salamon ’10 performing in The	Rocky	Horror	Show.

Congratulations to Jackie Schlosberg Pick ’90—

this issue’s Class Notes contest winner of the Pingry 

Vineyard Vines tote bag! She is pictured with her 

twin boys Jackson (left) and Logan (right).
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[ IN MEMORIAM ]
Richard H. Herold ’47
September 21, 2010, age 80, Bernardsville, N.J.

A Pingry trustee from 
1968 to 1979, Mr. 
Herold graduated from 
Franklin and Marshall 
College and Yale Law 
School, and he served 

in the U.S. Navy, rising to the rank  
of Lieutenant. Mr. Herold joined 
Wharton, Stewart & Davis in 1957 
and, in 1980, was a founder of Herold 
Law, P.A., where he specialized in trust 
and estate planning and administra-
tion. He is survived by his wife of 48 
years, Barbara, brother Ted, daughter 
Jennifer, sons Richard, Jr. and Gordon, 
and five grandchildren.

Thomas Eldridge ’33
August 11, 2009, age 95, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Mr. Eldridge was inducted into Pingry’s 
Athletics Hall of Fame in 1992 as a 
member of the 1931 football team.

William B. Sanderson, Sr. ’36
February 15, 2010, age 92, Newtown Square, Pa.

Mr. Sanderson  
graduated from the 
University of Virginia 
and University of 
Virginia Law School, 
and he served in the 

U.S. Navy during World War II, rising 
to the rank of Lieutenant Commander. 
He worked as an attorney with the 
Insurance Company of North America. 
Mr. Sanderson is survived by his wife 
Elizabeth, daughters Elizabeth and 
Nancy, son William, Jr., and grand-
daughter Kaitlyn.

Leon J. Barkhorn, Jr. ’42
September 7, 2010, age 87, Morristown, N.J.
Mr. Barkhorn, who served in the mili-
tary during World War II, graduated 
from Lehigh University and served as 
an executive with AT&T. He is sur-
vived by his wife Joan, sons Michael 
and Bruce, and four grandchildren.

Alfred Elsesser ’46
August 2, 2008, Hillside, N.J.

Roger Earl Worden ’48
July 13, 2010, age 81, Cumming, Ga.
Mr. Worden graduated from Nichols 
College, served in the U.S. Navy 
Reserve, and founded and owned 
Quick Flight Stair Co. His love of  

animals led him and 
his wife Judith to host 
equine-assisted services 
at their farm for people 
with special needs. He 
is survived by his wife, 

sons David and John, and two grand-
daughters, among other family members.

Rear Admiral Robert Rogers ’49
December 7, 2007, age 76, Fernandina Beach, Fla.

Mr. Rogers graduated 
from the U.S. Naval 
Academy in 1954, 
spent 32 years in the 
U.S. Navy, and was 
awarded many decora-

tions. He also earned an M.S. degree 
from George Washington University 
and graduated from the U.S. Naval 
War College, earning the U.S. Navy’s 
first William S. Sims Award. After 
moving to Fernandina Beach in 1986, 
he served as City Commissioner and 
Mayor. Mr. Rogers is survived by his 
wife Marolyn, sons Stephen and John, 
daughter Kathryn, and sister Joan, 
among other family members.

John W. “Jack” Coogan ’51
August 29, 2010, age 77, Westborough, Mass.

Mr. Coogan was  
an administrator  
and a teacher at  
St. Marks School in 
Southborough. In 
1991, he was inducted 

into Pingry’s Athletics Hall of Fame as 
a member of the undefeated 1950 foot-
ball team. In addition to his wife of 
over 52 years, Mary, he is survived by 
his children John, Craig, and Melissa, 
and two grandchildren.

Richard L. Olive ’57
June 30, 2010, age 70, Summit, N.J.
Mr. Olive graduated from the 
University of North Carolina, where 
he also attended law school, and  
he practiced law in Summit. He is  
survived by his sister Barbara, sons 
Richard, Jr., Christopher, and Greg, 
and five grandchildren.

David T. Houston, Jr. ’63 
October 4, 2010, age 65, Short Hills, N.J.
Mr. Houston graduated from 
Dartmouth College and received an 
M.B.A. from Columbia University. 
Shortly after his tour as a Naval officer, 

he began his real 
estate career with the 
David Houston Co. 
He led the organiza-
tion to become 
Colliers Houston & 

Co., which recently merged into 
Cassidy Turley, a national real estate 
service provider firm of which he was 
Managing Principal. He is survived by 
his wife of 42 years, Jane, sons William 
’98, James ’98, and Andrew ’00, and 
sisters Cindy and Anne.

Ernest Charles Shawcross
October 5, 2010, age 90, Wilder, Vt.

Mr. Shawcross, a 
member of the Pingry 
faculty from 1946 to 
1985 and dedicatee of 
the 1984 Bluebook, 
taught general science, 

chemistry, algebra, mechanical draw-
ing, and shop. He also served as Chair 
of the Science Department, Director of 
Studies, Director of Summer School, 
and Director of the Summer Science 
Institute. Mr. Shawcross earned his 
B.S. from Newark State Teachers 
College and was on active duty in the 
U.S. Navy from 1943 to 1945, reaching 
the rank of Lieutenant, JG. He also 
earned master degrees in chemistry 
and in guidance and school adminis-
tration. Mr. Shawcross is survived by 
his wife of 65 years, Rigmor, his broth-
er John, son Steven ’67, daughters 
Susan and Nancy, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren. His late son Jeffrey 
graduated from Pingry in 1964.

Rosa Floyd
September 25, 2010, age 80, Elizabeth, N.J.

Mrs. Floyd, a long-time 
friend of the Pingry 
community, was the 
link between Pingry 
and Port Elizabeth. 

She was a fixture at the All-School 
Festival for over 30 years, when 
Pingry students, faculty, and staff  
presented her with their donations  
to her organization Lift For Learning. 
She also sponsored an annual 
Thanksgiving food drive for the  
Port Elizabeth area in which Pingry 
participated. Her work continues 
through her daughter Lisa Ward.
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As advisor to the Green Group, a club working to further  
environmental awareness and develop sustainable practices,  
I have seen our students play a central role in the process of 
making Pingry’s facilities more energy-efficient. Working with 
Headmaster Nat Conard and Director of Facilities Mike Virzi, 
our group has contributed to many green projects, and we  
have many more plans and goals.

First among these is to do what we do best—teach and learn. 
Currently, Pingry offers no environmental curriculum, but  
I am confident that by this time next year Pingry can and  
will be a leader in environmental education. Environmental 
courses in history, science, and studio art are being developed, 
and the Green Group will be working with teachers to  
introduce sustainability lessons in their current courses.

Last spring, the Green Group organized Pingry’s first formal 
Earth Day event since Miller Bugliari ’52 organized an Earth 
Day event in the 1960s. Evan Osler addressed the school about 
his experience in the wind energy industry. His well-received 
presentation focused on practical solutions, a theme that  
resonates well with our community.

This year, we are planning an expanded program for Earth Day 
and a series of afternoon talks by environmentalists throughout 
the school year. A teaching garden—a parallel project to the 
Short Hills Campus’ Kitchen Garden mentioned in this 
issue—and an ecology/art trail are in the works. This past fall, 
a team of more than 30 Green Group students and faculty 
helped move an estimated 30 tons of stone to be used in the 
construction of the Headmaster’s Residence, which will employ 
the latest in green technology. This facility will serve as a test-
ing ground for energy-saving systems that may then be used on 
the rest of the campus.

We have exciting plans but also face daunting challenges in  
our efforts to address environmental problems. For example,  
how do we develop a sustainable transportation plan for Pingry? 
Vehicular emissions account for half of Pingry’s carbon foot-
print. To solve problems like this, we need everyone’s commit-
ment and effort. With that in mind, I invite all readers to get 
involved. I would like to hear from you, especially if you can 
offer environmental skills or expertise. Feel free to contact  
me at pdelman@pingry.org.

[ dicta ultima ]

Martinsville Campus Going Green
By Peter Delman P ’97, ’98  
Fine Arts and Green Group faculty member  

Short Hills Going Green
By Brian LaFontaine P ’10, ’14  
Physical Education and Green Team faculty member

With the help of Lower School Director Ted Corvino, 
Sr., Director of Facilities Mike Virzi, and the faculty 
Green Team, the Short Hills Campus has gone  
almost completely green. Last year, newspaper and 
plastic recycling containers were placed in all of the 
hallways. In addition, all of the cardboard waste that 
is generated by the Lower School is now bundled and 
sent to the Martinsville Campus recycling center 
twice a week.

The recycling program has expanded to include  
composting all biodegradable kitchen and lunchroom 
waste. To ensure this program’s success, our students 
have not only been taught which items from the 
lunch tables can be placed into the proper designated 
containers, but also have participated in hands-on 
workshops (complete with worms) that demonstrate 
the composting cycle.

Another new program is the organization of a student 
Green Team by Grade 4 and 5 science teacher David 
Szelingowski. The fifth-grade students will take a 
leadership role in all aspects of the recycling program 
and will help with tasks such as breaking down  
cardboard boxes.

As mentioned earlier in this issue, the most exciting 
new initiative is the creation of a 1,500 square  
foot fenced garden behind the school. Students in 
Kindergarten through Grade 3 will design and culti-
vate shared plots to grow plants this spring, while 
fourth- and fifth-grade science classes will work in 
additional raised garden beds that are planned for the 
courtyard outside their science room. The classroom 
teachers are exploring ways to integrate the two  
gardens with curricular units.

Our students and faculty are enthusiastic about these 
new programs and are looking forward to reaping the 
benefits of a green campus. 
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April 12, 2011
Yale University  
Alumni Luncheon
Mory’s
12:00	p.m.

April 13, 2011
Alumnae Career  
Networking Reception
Gossip	Bar	and	Restaurant
New	York	City
7:00	p.m.

April 13, 2011
Boston-Area  
College Luncheon
Grafton	Street
12:00	p.m.

Boston-Area  
Alumni Reception
Hosted	by	Julie	and		
Doug	Macrae	’77
6:30	p.m.

April 14, 2011
University of  
Pennsylvania  
Luncheon
La	Terrasse
12:00	p.m.

May 14, 2011  
(Reunion Weekend) 
Alumni Lacrosse  
Game
11:00	a.m.
Martinsville	Campus

June 2, 2011
Young Alumni & 
Faculty on the  
Road Reception
Boat	Basin	Café
New	York	City
7:00	p.m.

June 13, 2011
Pingry Golf Outing
Morris	County	Golf	Club
10:30	a.m.
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Dates	are	subject	to	change.	Check	www.pingry.org	for	any	updates.

SAVE THE DATE
May 12-14, 2011

Reunion Weekend & Sesquicentennial Kick-Off Celebration  
Including	Athletics	Hall	of	Fame	Induction	Ceremony

Martinsville	Campus

Alumni Class Notes
Send us your latest news!

Do	you	have	a	new	job?	New	baby?	Just	married?	Recently	
moved?	Or	any	updates	to	share	with	your	classmates?		

We	are	collecting	class	notes	and	photos	for	the	next			
issue	of	The Pingry Review.	Mail	them	to	Kristen	Tinson
	at	The	Pingry	School,	P.O.	Box	366,	Martinsville	Road,		

Martinsville,	NJ	08836	or	email	them	to		
Kristen	at	ktinson@pingry.org.

For	more	information	about	News	and	Events,		
please	visit	www.pingry.org/alumni/newsevents.html.

Find	us	on	Facebook!	
*Profile name is John Pingry

Follow	us	on	Twitter!	
*Handle is @PingryAlumni

For volunteer opportunities or any additional questions:
Contact for the ’30s and ’40s
Jackie	Sullivan	
Director	of	Alumni	Relations	and	Annual	Giving
jsullivan@pingry.org

Contact for the ’50s and ’60s
Kristen	Tinson	
Associate	Director	of	Alumni	Relations	and	Annual	Giving
ktinson@pingry.org

Contact for the ’70s and ’80s
Brooke	Alper	
Associate	Director	of	Alumni	Relations	and	Annual	Giving
balper@pingry.org

Contact for the ’90s and ’00s
Erica	Pettis	
Assistant	Director	of	Alumni	Relations	and	Annual	Giving
epettis@pingry.org
Or	call	the	Alumni	and	Development	Office	at	800-994-ALUM	(2586).
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THE PINGRY SCHOOL’S SESQUICENTENNIAL  

ANNIVERSARY KICK-OFF CELEBRATION
DON’T MISS THE PREMIERE OF THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY FILM!

REUNION WEEKEND

FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2011
7:30 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.

Martinsville Campus

Join fellow alumni from all classes, current and former faculty  
members, and coaches to celebrate Pingry’s proud past! 

Enjoy entertainment, cocktails, and food.

The Pingry Economics Class Presents…

A Commemorative in Celebration of 
Pingry’s 150th Anniversary
This unique Lucite piece celebrates the shape of the iconic Martinsville Campus 
clock tower and contains an actual piece of the tower’s original turquoise tile!

Price: $65    Height: 6 inches

For more information and to place your order, contact lwolfson@pingry.org.


