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Seniors Pursue 
Interests on ISP

After 16 years as a teacher 
and administrator, Dr. Mac-
rae will be moving to Cincin-
nati Country Day School to 
become their headmaster. 

Since he was a student 
here at Pingry and even now, 
everyone has something to 
say about Dr. Macrae. He 
has been loved and cherished 
by the Pingry community for 
more than two decades. 

After being a financial 
analyst  for two years at 
PaineWebber, Dr. Macrae 
was hired as a math teacher. 
He had intended to teach for 
just two years before return-
ing to business school. How 
wrong he was. Dr. Macrae 
ended up staying much lon-
ger, realizing education was 
his calling. 

Pingry has been a large 
part of Dr. Macraeʼs life. Mr. 
Friewald, an Upper School 
pottery teacher, described 
him as being “so Pingry” that 
he never thought Dr. Macrae 
would leave. 

He has also made a huge 
impact on his students and 
the faculty. I remember go-
ing to the movies with my 
close friends Talia Ray (III) 
and Kate Obst (III). When 
we were buying tickets Kate 
and I were going to pretend 
we were under 13 to pay the 
discounted price. But Talia 

By CATHERINE CHONG (III)

Continued on Page 9

This May, eighty-four seniors 
dropped their classes to pursue 
ISPs, or Independent Study 
Projects. The ISP program al-
lows seniors, whose fi nal year of 
high school often begins to wind 
down after Advanced Placement 
exams in early May, to explore 
interests they may have been un-
able to delve into in high school 
due to academic commitments. 
At the end of May, the students 
present their month of work at 
the annual ISP night.

ARTS
Music

To learn more about modern 
procedures in music recording 
and producing, David Asch 
and Jack Zoephel wrote and 
recorded Jack and Dave: The 
Viva Durango EP. With David 
working on a record deal with his 
band and Jack hoping to pursue 
a music recording major in col-
lege, both are serious about their 
future in music. 

Alex Holland and Susannah 
Bragg recorded musical theatre 
songs to create two individual 
CDs. They spent their time in the 
recording studios at Pingry and 
collected college repertoire.

Ashley Jackson also created 
a CD of French harp music, 
hoping to learn more about the 
style and technique employed by 
French composers.

Visual Arts and Drama
Sam Corke, Alex French, 

Bryan Parsels, Eleni Savo-
poulos, and Jes Taylor analyzed 
and documented detailed let-

ters and photo negatives of an 
American soldier during World 
War II, a collection acquired 
by a Pingry alumni. They also 
created a visual timeline to 
display in the Pingry art gallery 
of the soldier s̓ journey through 
the war, and helped the Drama 
department choose images for 
dramatic performances of the 
soldier s̓ experiences, such as 
the one-man show created by 
Denis Malkov. 

Because she says she believes 
poetry readings are not suffi cient 
for listeners to fully experience 
a poem, Pritha Ghosh also put 
on a one-woman show aimed 
at bringing Sylvia Plath s̓ poem 
Three Women to life.

Mike DiLeo explored the art 
of glassblowing, using combina-
tions of clay, plaster, and glass to 
created molds and glass fi gures. 
Eric Poticny also experimented 
with glassblowing, focusing on 
the Venetian style and techniques 
and hoping to imitate the style of 
the famed Venetian glassblower 
Lucio Bubacco. Mark Lalli also 
explored the art form but hoped 
to use techniques learned in his 
Clayworking I and II classes to 
enhance traditional clay pieces 
with frit glazes. Kenny Spano 
applied the concepts of sculpture 
and metalworking to glassblow-
ing to create a unique style of art. 
Jeff Ramirez created a gallery 
of Movement and Progression 
of Glassblowing. He juxtaposed 
his visual project with his own 

By DANIELLE PERETORE (V) with MARTA POPIOLEK 
(V), ADAM GOLDSTEIN (IV), NADINE REITMAN (IV), 

ALEX SNAPE (III) and CATHERINE CHONG (III)

Adam Rohdie, 37-year-
old assistant headmaster 
and Upper School director, 
came to Pingry as a young 
history teacher in 1989. 
After 15 years, he is leav-
ing to become headmaster 
at the Greenwich Country 
Day School in Greenwich, 
Conn.

At Pingry, Mr. Rohdie 
has influenced hundreds 
of students and teachers. 
Though he is perhaps the 
second most powerful man 
in the school, almost every-
one views him as a mentor 
and friend. Many students 
and teachers have said that 
Mr. Rohdie has helped them 
grow.

But many members of 
the community forget that 
Mr. Rohdie, too, has grown 
from his experiences at the 
school. He has spent over 
40 percent of his life here. 
By many accounts, Pingry is 
the place where he matured 
as a human being, along with 
many of his students.

After graduating from 
Wesleyan University, Mr. 
Rohdie came straight to Pin-
gry, arguably a very different 
person than he is today. As 
Mrs. Madeline Landau, head 
of the history department 
when Mr. Rohdie arrived, put 
it, “He was a handful. He had 

a certain degree of youthful 
arrogance. For that first year, 
he wanted no help and acted 
like he was the hottest stuff 
around.”

At the time, Mr. Rohdie 
taught sophomore U.S. his-
tory and a senior elective 
called America in the 1980ʼs. 
He coached varsity boys 
soccer, JV boys lacrosse 
and later, varsity boys bas-
ketball and Middle School 
baseball.

By his own admission, 
he could have been a better 
teacher. He put up his feet 
on a desk wherever he was. 
At faculty parties or in the 
lunchroom, he would stuff 
himself with food as if his 
fraternity days had never 
ended. “Iʼd like to apologize 
to my students from those 
first years,” he says.

But what appealed to Mrs. 
Landau most about Mr. Ro-
hdie was a letter she received 
from the director of a camp 
where Mr. Rohdie had been 
a counselor. The director, 
Mrs. Landau says, called Mr. 
Rohdie the most outstanding 
counselor ever.

The administration at the 
time, led by Headmaster 
John Hanly, must have seen 
potential in Mr. Rohdie, even 

COMMENCEMENT 2004

ASST. HEADMASTERS DEPART
Mr. Rohdie Leaves 
For Greenwich CDS

By DAVID SPETT (VI)

Dr. Macrae to Head  
Cincinnati School

reminded us of Dr. Macraeʼs 
speech the week before, in 
which he talked about ap-
plying the Honor Code to our 
lives outside of Pingry, even 
with trivial things. Kate and 
I gave in, and we ended up 
paying the adult price. 

His speeches during Mid-
dle School meeting have 
been uplifting and inspir-
ing. Karen Thomson (II) is 
reminded of one speech at 
the beginning of the second 
semester. “He explained to 
us how this part of the year 
weʼre going to be piled with 
work and stuff. But that we 
should still make time to 
do the things that are fun 
besides work, work, work. 
Well, he worded it in a way 
that came across to me really 
well,” said Karen Thomson 
(II). 

When I interviewed my 
classmates who knew Dr. 
Macrae when they were 
middle schoolers, everyone 
fondly remembered him as 
an open and friendly person 
who was willing to give ad-
vice or just chat. 

“He was always in his 
office and willing to hear us 
complain about whatever, 
and he always had helpful 
advice. Seriously, Mai-Yin 

Continued on Page 8

SENIOR COMMENTARY
Christakos, Griff, 

Schlesinger, Tyson and 
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Their Time at Pingry.

CLASS OF 1902 EMBLEM
Senior Liam Griff Is 
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for School Service. 

DEPARTING FACULTY
Teachers Klingler, 
Bowes, Wang and 
McKoy Leave to 

Pursue Goals.

HENRY STIFEL AWARD
Senior Jack Zoephel 
Recieves the Henry 

Stifel Award for 
Overcoming Adversity.
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Universities.
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You know what? Every-
thing works out in the end.  
Chill out, enjoy your time 
with your friends, enjoy the 
great things about Pingry, 
mess around in your free time, 
and only stay up all night to do 
stuff you really enjoy.  

Trust me, any time spent 
worrying about how your 
Spanish exam is going to af-
fect your future is a waste.  In 
the end, stuff like that makes 
no difference in your experi-
ence, and the experience is 
really what itʼs all about.  

There are some things that 
are worth the effort towards 
perfection, but there are also 
some things that you just have 
to get done.  Make sure you 
donʼt confuse which is which 
for you.  

I have felt so many differ-

ent things over 
the span of my 
time at Pingry.  
Sometimes I felt 
it was too hard, sometimes I 
was bored.  At times I loved 
it, but at others I couldnʼt wait 
to leave. Early on I was over-
whelmed, then the school felt 
too small, but most recently it 
feels perfect.  

I am com-
fortable and 
content with 
m y  e x p e r i -
ence, but still 
ready to move 
on and do new 
things.  I feel differently now 
than I have at any other point 
in my Pingry career.  I am sat-
isfi ed with what I have done.  

I was not the most active 
or academic student, but I did 

a little bit of a 
lot of things.  
I  s aw some 
plays, watched 

some games, went to some 
Spring Flings, dressed up for 
some spirit weeks.  In the end 
itʼs that stuff that really shapes 
my experience.  

Itʼs the time spent laughing 
in class, hanging around with 

your friends, 
and working 
on things you 
really enjoy. 
For me, things 
l i k e  c r a z y 
group projects, 

retreats, ISP, peer group, and 
obviously and primarily my 
friends have shaped my ex-
perience at Pingry.  For me, 
art class and the girls  ̓hockey 
team have been the strongest 

infl uences on my Pingry life 
in the past four years.

I can safely say that my 
entire experience would have 
been entirely different if it 
were not for my team and 
the various art classes I took 
each year.  These are the two 
things that I have been consis-
tently willing to pour endless 
amounts of time into because 
they are the two things that I 
love most.

SAT scores, exam grades, 
and painful research papers are 
dwarfed in comparison. Real-
ly, they turned out to be the 
things I had to push through 
so that I could do what I 
enjoy.  

Donʼt freak out.  Iʼm not 
saying I never did, but it never 
helped anything.  Make sure 
you have a great summer.

I think that itʼs probably 
wrong to assume that be-
cause Iʼm a senior I have 
some magical pearls of wis-
dom to visit upon you, the 
kind reader, which youʼre 
unable to generate on your 
own behalf. But, temporarily 
suspending that rather coun-
terproductive sentiment, I 
offer the following: 

Itʼs a good thing to have 
some frees in your schedule, 
especially towards the end of 
your Pingry career. As a ju-
nior you need to have a lot of 
decompression time, because 
much of the time that isnʼt 
specifically made to be de-
compressing will actually be 
stressful time, unfortunately. 
As a senior itʼs nice to have 
frees because sitting on the 
senior couches and snicker-
ing at those who walk by 
doing so-called “important” 
work is an essential school 
function, and it must be done 
periods one through eight, 
every day of the week. 

Remember that you only 
have to take Bio[logy] in 
ninth grade, and after that, 
you can screw around with 

the science scheduling. I 
would have benefitted great-
ly from this knowledge if I 
had had it before the middle 
of sophomore Chemistry, 
when I was pulling around 
a C. 

Iʼve watched many stu-
dents say that they want to 
change the amount of student 

involvement in the decision-
making process at school, 
and Iʼve said this same thing 
myself. I donʼt want to be 
cynical, but Iʼve arrived at 
the conclusion that without a 
more energized student body, 
the student government canʼt 
have a very strong voice; 
simultaneously, part of stu-
dent governmentʼs job is to 
energize the student body. 

So thereʼs this circular 
system that can be self-re-
inforcing or self-defeating. 
I really donʼt know how to 

keep this system on the self-
reinforcing path, but if it is 
done, I think the school will 
feel real benefits. 

You, the students, have 
to watch out for slow and 
steady changes that  you 
donʼt approve of. The faculty 
fills this role also, but they 
have a muffler on express-
ing extreme opinions: their 
jobs are on the line. You, 
on the other hand, wonʼt 
be expelled for questioning 
actions the administration 
has taken, and hopefully the 
prospect of getting in trouble 
for unpopular opinions wonʼt 
even cross your mind. So 
in this unique role that you 
fill, itʼs not just within your 
ability to say “We donʼt like 
this” every once in a while; 
itʼs your obligation. Look-
ing the other way does not 
make problems go away—it 
usually makes them worse. 
Speak up, and youʼll be sur-
prised at how many people 
agree with you. 

Iʼm pretty sure Iʼve read 
some or all of The Recordʼs 
senior reflections for the past 
five years that Iʼve been an 
Upper School student. This 
adds up to something like 20 
or so long tracts that take a 
variety of angles on Pingry 
life. 

Out of all those reflec-
tions, I can remember liter-
ally only one piece of advice: 
eat the frozen yogurt in the 
cafeteria when it is available. 
I think thatʼs about on par 
with anything else I could 
tell you, so if you, like me, 
remember only one little 
morsel from this reflection, 
let that be it.

They would always start 
really late in the day, some-
times as late as 6:00 or 6:30 
pm, most l ikely because 
Coach was coming to school 
straight from a 1:00 Giants 
game. But for some reason, 
despite the already late start 
time and the diminishing 
hours of daylight, practice 
would never actually begin 
on time. 

An increased sense of 
relaxation hung in the air, 
probably because we all 
knew that Rohdie wouldnʼt 
be there. The whole team 
would go on the warm-up 
run, which in theory should 
only take about seven min-
utes, but in actuality would 
take about 15 or 20 minutes. 
We would all mill around 
talking about what we did 
that weekend, or casually 
kick around a ball, or basi-
cally do anything besides 
stretch (which is what we 
were all supposed to be do-
ing). 

We would finally get back 

to the softball outfield, our 
usual practice location, and 
play some 5 v. 2. Coach 
would eventually arrive, and 
we would huddle up. We usu-
ally joked around for a few 
minutes with Coach and then 
got into practice.    

Now Sunday evenings 
werenʼt the most rigorous 
of practices, but they were 
probably the most enjoyable. 
Some kids would go and do 
shooting drills with Fahey; 
and then the majority of 
us set up a grid and played 
possession. Then we would 
usually go into a 6 v 6 to goal 
drill, or if we had a game 
the next day we would go 
over to the World Cup field, 
play a full field scrimmage, 

and finally, take penalty 
kicks. Then that would be the 
end of practice (of course I 
would have to drive like 37 
kids home, so practice was 
never quite over for me, but 
thatʼs beside the point). 

As you can see, there was 
nothing special about these 
practices. They just stick 
out in my head for some 
inexplicable reason. Maybe 
it was the atmosphere, just 
being outside at school on a 
beautiful evening with about 
25 people whose company I 
really enjoyed.

Iʼm going to miss these 
practices, and Pingry, and 
most importantly the people 
at Pingry. Next fall in Boston 
Iʼm sure Iʼll pause Sundays 
after home Giants games and 
think of the arguments in 
Martinsville, N.J., over who 
is going to start in the middle 
for a 5 v. 2 game. So enjoy 
the rest of your days here, 
thank you for making mine 
so enjoyable, and hopefully 
we will meet again.

– David Spett (VI)

Iʼm not sure if I believe in God, but I know that Rohan Mathew s̓ presence on The 
Record this year was nothing short of a blessing.

For those of you who donʼt know, Rohan came to Pingry in September as a new senior. 
He immediately joined the Record staff as our managing editor. Previously, he was an 
editor at Phillips Andover s̓ newspaper, The Phillipian.

By the time Rohan withdrew from Pingry in December due to illness, he had left his 
mark on this newspaper and this school. I have never met anyone so smart and multi-
talented.

Rohan completely redesigned The Record s̓ layout. Neither Susannah nor I nor any-
one else on our staff can take credit for the “great new look” that Mr. Rohdie and others 
described.

Rohan strengthened our coverage as well. He coordinated and generated ideas for 
numerous stories, including all peer school stories and the top story topics on the cur-
riculum and budget. Every article this year, in some way, had Rohan s̓ touch. He also 
designed our website and online polls.

Though Rohan helped revitalize every aspect of the paper, his passion was in-depth, 
investigative reporting. He did quite a bit on his own, particularly after the division direc-
tors  ̓resignations, and he pushed the staff to do the same.

Rohan should be remembered for his drive and for all the time and energy he dedicated 
to this paper. He dreamed of The Record as not just a register of events, but as a driving 
force in the school culture, replete with exclusive stories and insightful commentary. 
He would always tell me that his favorite articles took a unique angle on a situation and 
included thorough research.

Rohan would want Pingry students to undertake fewer activities, but do them better. 
He despises the culture that tells students to spread themselves thin, to look well-rounded 
for the sake of college applications.

Besides working on The Record, Rohan loves playing piano and has spent much time 
with the school s̓ music program. He is unique in a culture of conformity. He would not 
want others to be like him; he would want people to think outside the box and follow 
their hearts.

Too many students here are apathetic. They would rather do their homework and, when 
it comes to extracurricular activities, attempt little more than absolutely necessary.

Rohan s̓ passion and commitment outside his classes should teach us all a lesson. 
Among all of this school s̓ overworked souls, he was an aberration. On The Record, he did 
more than was asked of him, and he did it better than was necessary. His goal was to im-
prove this paper and this school, not to fi nd a leadership position to add to his résumé.

Through it all Rohan has never complained. He always had a smile on his face and 
was friendly with everyone in school, regardless of how well he knew them.

Rohan kept working on the paper and advising the staff, even after he left the school. 
The administration said Rohan could not keep his title as managing editor, but he did 
not care. At times, his work for The Record exacerbated his sickness, but that rarely 
stopped him. He sacrifi ced his health because he enjoyed the work, and he wanted to go 
beyond his duty.

Despite all this seeming perfection, Rohan is a person like everyone else. We certainly 
bumped heads a few times during our year together. The beauty of being human is that 
our faults and talents make us unique.

There are no words to express the gratitude I have for my dear friend, Rohan Mathew, 
who made my editorship on The Record an experience I will never forget. Get well, big 
guy.

Editorial: Lessons From a Friend

Liam Griff (VI)
SENIOR REFLECTION

Melissa Tyson (VI)
SENIOR REFLECTION

Sunday Evening Practices

I feel differently now 
than at any other point 

in my Pingry career.

In High School, Do What You Enjoy

I’m going to miss these 
practices, and Pingry, 

and the people at Pingry.

Eat the Frozen Yogurt
Robert Zacharias (VI)

SENIOR REFLECTION

Speak up, and you’ll be 
surprised at how many 
people agree with you.

The page 1 photograph of 
Michael Page (V) had an in-
correct caption. The caption 
said the 2003 Intel Science 
and Engineering Fair was in 
Atlanta, Ga.; actually, it was 
in Cleveland, Ohio.

The page 1 article "Tuition 
Rises 5.6 Percent" incorrect-
ly quoted Mr. Neiswender as 
having said that tuition will 
rise about 5 percent a year. 
Actually, he said it would 
rise at a minimum of 4 per-
cent a year.

We regret the errors.

CORRECTIONS
From the April 30 Issue
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M. Tyson (VI)

Recen t ly,  my  mothe r 
brought me to the house-
blessing ceremony of an 
employee of hers in Livings-
ton. They wanted to talk to 
me about Pingry, where they 
hoped to send their young 
daughter. We crept in half an 
hour late, leaving our shoes 
at the door. 

I felt very much a for-
eigner there. I was the tallest 
person, a role I have never 
played. A man with a stern 
beard and two white chalk 
lines on his forehead chanted 
and I desperately hung to 
his Hindi, trying to glean 
some understanding. Fail-
ing that, I watched the little 
girls that wandered off from 
the ceremony, the shrine of 
fruit and flowers, staring in 
amazement at me with their 
hands half in their mouths. 
A culture shock for both of 
us, I think.

It was nice weather so we 
ate on the deck afterwards, 
pulling food from aluminum 
trays, eating with both hands. 
The girlʼs mother and I sat 
in rusty white chairs; she 
asked questions with a quick 
tongue and I tried to answer 
her. Most of them were about 
college, though her daugh-
ter was only ten. Then she 
stopped for just a moment to 
hum and purse her lips, ask-
ing, “But is Pingry right for 
everyone?”

I donʼt think Iʼve ever con-
sidered that question.

Pingry has been an incred-
ible place to grow up in; I 
have learned so much from 
my teachers, my peers, my 
classes; these halls, they are 
my second home. I think my 
best friend Caroline said it 
best when she told me that 
she felt ready to go to col-
lege but not to leave high 
school. We always say that 
we will cry at graduation, but 
it didnʼt hit me until recently 
that I really am graduating. 

My camera is ready, but ap-
prehensive, sad, blushing.

I hope that weʼve given 
each other a chance to grow. 
I think that, sometime in 
freshman year, we each took 
out a clean sheet of paper, 
inked a blueprint of what we 
thought our class meant, and 
folded it up neatly into our 

back pockets. Now and then, 
we found an unfamiliar situa-
tion, pulled it out, and tried to 
make what we saw conform 
to our drawings – not always, 
not everyone, but often. 

I think itʼs time we tore 
them up. I do not know that 
I  would be more or less 
real had I gone to a differ-
ent school, made different 
friends, eaten in a different 
cafeteria with different nap-
kins, but it would be differ-
ent, for sure.

I think for most of us, just 
as it was at the big house 
with clean white walls and 
vaulted ceilings, college will 
be a culture shock. We will 
be challenged to forge our 
own personalities, absent of a 
community we are altogether 
too familiar with, and it will 
be hard. And somehow, after 
all the little experiences, we 
will become ourselves, very 
much molted. Maybe nothing 
will change except our hair 
and, hopefully for me, we 
will grow a little taller. But I 
already see it happening this 
year, slowly; we are pulling 
away.

And next year, when we 
come back, the landscape of 
our class will have changed 
dramatically because, no, 

this was not the place for all 
of us. And maybe we will get 
back to the clock tower and 
fall delightfully back into our 
assumed roles and seem like 
we havenʼt changed at all, 
because the halls will just be 
too comfortable. But I think 
we all know what will have 
happened.

So maybe all I want to 
say is treat your lives with 
humility; we are only 18 and 
we have a lot to learn about 
each other, about ourselves. 
And thanks to everyone, 
teachers and students all. I 
will keep you all in my wal-
let, with the loose change 
and the gift cards, with the 
bad jokes and worse dances, 
with the speeches and tears 
and leftover smiles we have 
collected. 

I donʼt know what to write 
for this. 

Iʼve spent so much time 
over the past  year or so 
saying how much I wanted 
to finish school, how much 
I was ready to leave, how 
much I was ready to meet 
new people and have new ex-
periences. Iʼve spent most of 
this year thinking about next 
year, about college, about the 
classes Iʼm going to take. 

But today, just sitting, 
talking about why I couldnʼt 
write a reflection piece, I 
started to cry uncontrollably 
– I just couldnʼt stop. 

I thought about my teach-
ers and I thought about the 
fact that I spent the last 
thirteen years of my life at 
Pingry. 

Thirteen out of my 18 
years. 

And to say that the expe-
rience hasnʼt had that great 
an effect on me – to say that 
spending nine months out of 

the year here 
hasnʼt made me 
into who I am 
– Iʼd be lying. But now itʼs 
all coming to an end and Iʼm 
ready to move on.

Yes itʼs difficult to just 
close a chapter of your life 
all of a sudden. I talk so 
much about having “real hu-
man moments” 
and not just go-
ing through the 
day aimlessly 
and having one 
day morph into 
the next. I talk 
a b o u t  t h o s e 
real things that you remem-
ber – that shape you – and 
Pingry is one of them. 

I look forward to the first 
day of school every year 
because as soon as I walk 
into the building I see fa-
miliar faces – the ones of 
my friends, my teachers, my 
coaches, who have known 
me for years and years – and 

I see familiar 
r o o m s  a n d 
places. 

I see all of these things 
and people that I equate with 
my life. Itʼs not that I know 
who I am or anything, but I 
do know that Pingry – the 
people and the experiences 
– is a big part of me.

This is why 
I ʼm hav ing  a 
diff icul t  t ime 
writing this re-
flection. Pingry 
is  such a  b ig 
part of my life 
and there are all 

these things I want to say: I 
want to say something pro-
found to sum up my experi-
ence here; I want to put some 
kind of closure, say one last 
thing before I go; I want to 
give some “words of wis-
dom” to current students. 

The teachers Iʼve had 
here have helped so much—
theyʼve challenged and cared 

Tina Christakos (VI)
SENIOR REFLECTION

And somehow, after all 
the little experiences, we 
will become ourselves.

Andy Schlesinger (VI)
SENIOR REFLECTION

Culture Shock for Both of Us

I want to say something 
profound to sum up
my experience here.

— Susannah Bragg (VI)

Taking the Bad with the Good
Nostalgia is a funny thing to watch. One hundred and twenty or so graduating 

seniors suddenly seem like best friends, teachers once bitterly resented are now 
beloved. Pingry has become a symbol of fond memories, an institution that has 
made us all into who we are.

Nostalgia leads me to run around the halls barefoot and have Beach Boys 
dance parties in the music wing and attempt unsuccessfully to play volleyball. To 
wholeheartedly embrace the idea of senior regression and appreciate the beauty 
of doing nothing. 

It involves painting over the painful parts of high school, overlooking the as-
pects of Pingry that absolutely drove me crazy.  Bitterness seems to have faded 
a good deal.

But I want to remember high school for its ups and downs. While I hope I never 
forget the people I have cared about and the things I am proud of, I have been 
equally shaped by my disappointments. I want to remember the times when I didnʼt 
get a drama part I wanted more than life itself, when I pulled all-nighters because 
there just was not enough time in the day, when I did things I regretted. 

I have a love-hate relationship with Pingry (also with sleep, which I love but 
always avoid.) I remember, in particularly busy or frustrating times, I often used 
to talk about a battle I was constantly fighting with this school. And sometimes 
more recently I would feel like I was winning, and I was happy and relaxed and 
immune to pressure. Other times I would feel dragged down and pushed into 
spending most of my time doing things I didnʼt want to do. 

But the people at Pingry have given me so much, and I am grateful. My efforts 
have been more than rewarded. I like to think all the work was worth it. At any 
rate, I donʼt believe anything worthwhile comes easily. 

This school has demanded a lot from us; it has taught us to demand a lot from 
ourselves. And hopefully we in turn have tried to change our school. I know The 
Record this year has tried to mix things up and to keep school decision-makers 
from becoming too comfortable. I have also seen more high profile students call 
for increased student participation and more respect from administrators. And I 
applaud those students. No one, and especially not people in power, should be 
allowed to feel too comfortable with the status quo. 

Mostly, I think we have changed each other. It always amazes me that my 
peers can be intelligent and talented in such a variety of ways. Some people in 
my math class can grasp concepts so quickly—just see them right away. Some 
of my friends write so honestly and poetically that reading their work feels like 
discovering a secret, experiencing something simple and truly personal. And I 
have friends who I can never, for the life of me, beat at poker.

My perfectionist nature sometimes demands that I try to be the best at anything I 
do. But I think that spending time with distinctly individual classmates has shown 
me that I donʼt want to be perfect. I want to have stories to tell. I can never be 
the best, but I can be a genuinely interesting person if I let myself.

I donʼt want to avoid all embarrassments and mistakes in order to be suc-
cessful within limits. I want to try for something great—to create or accomplish 
something meaningful, something that expresses who I am—even if that means 
taking the bad with the good. 

Pingry has forced me to accept the bad things and the failures, and I am glad 
for that. Our school is a competitive place, but lately I try to focus less on stand-
ing out and more on combining talents and idiosyncrasies to develop my own 
voice.  To become a person with real experiences, who has something to say 
and says it.

I donʼt want to gloss over the harder parts of high school because they make 
me appreciate where I am today. They make me marvel at how far I have come, 
how much I have surprised myself. And they leave me feeling grateful, because 
somehow I made it through. Somehow the people I know challenged me intel-
lectually and personally, and even managed to put up with my temperamental, 
sometimes melodramatic nature. So that now, after everything Pingry and I have 
been through together, I like the person I am because of it. 

What I Really Want to Say is Thanks
in countless way. And so 
have my friends. So have 
all the people Iʼve met. And 
I want to say something to 
show how much everyone 
and everything means to me 
because although Iʼm ready 
to go—Iʼm ready to see new 
things—Iʼm not ready to 
forget such a huge part of 
my life. 

All I know is that thereʼs 
so much here; there is so 
much that has happened and 
so many influential people, 
and I havenʼt even begun 
to sort out all of its effects 
on me. 

Pingry is a home away 
from home with so many 
familiar faces. And even 
though Iʼm leaving,  Iʼm 
happy about it. I am not a 
complete person; my expe-
rience here is just one of 
many where Iʼll grow. But 
right now, at the end of this 
one…what I really want to 
say is thanks.

Safety Schools



ATHENA CHRISTAKOS
Years at Pingry: 13
Nicknames: Tina, Tmon, T
Trademark Characteristics: “Power walk” through the halls
Activities: Tennis, Fencing, Cross country, Student Govern-
ment, Brass Choir
College Plans: Stanford University
Intended Major: Today engineering, tomorrow history, can 
you see I have no clue? 
Career Ideas: I intend to delay the answer to that question for 
a long long time…
Summer Plans: Being a camp counselor, waitressing, hanging 
out with friends
Faculty Mentors: Mrs. Forrester, Dr. Ashcom, Ms. Yorke, Mr. 
Li…too many to list!
Favorite Pingry Memory: Finding one favorite moment in 
thirteen is difficult, so I guess Iʼll have my favorite memory from 
this year – the cross country season. Everyone was awesome.
Most Embarassing Moment: Writing a Spanish paper on my 
most embarrassing moment but accidentally using the word for 
“pregnant” instead of “embarrassed” through the whole paper.
What Iʼll Take Away: friendships, memories and new interests, 
having learned so much about myself and others

SUSANNAH LANE BRAGG
Years at Pingry: 7
Nicknames: Suzy, Suzy Q
Trademark Characteristics: constantly singing, dancing, 
saying “I feel like”
Activities: Plays, Musicals, Record, Balladeers, Voice, Piano, 
French Club, Teaching church Junior Chapel Music
College Plans: Yale University
Intended Major: Undecided…possibly theatre or English. 
Career Ideas: There are oh so many. Maybe something related 
to journalism or another form of writing. Or researching/treat-
ing mental diseases.
Summer Plans: Waitressing
Faculty Mentors: Mr. Romano, Dr. Dineen, Mr. Trem, Mrs. 
Romankow, Dr. Ashcom, Dr. DeSimone, Mrs. Jordan, Mr. 
Raby, Mr. Keating
Favorite Pingry Memory: The final moment of “Book of 
Days” on opening night. 
Most Embarrassing Moment: Appearing in two plays wearing 
only a bed sheet. Also going the wrong way on 22.
What Iʼll Take Away: A better sense of what I want and what 
can make me happy. Mostly, I'll remember the people who have 
made my years here worthwhile and forever changed me.

Years at Pingry: 5 
Nicknames: Lee/Li or Liam. A select few address me 
as L “donʼt call me ʻsoulʼ” Train. 
Trademark Characteristics: A lack of real trademark 
characteristics 
Activities: Soccer, basketball, lacrosse, drums.
College Plans: I plan to go—most likely to Harvard. 
Intended Major: International business, because I 
really want to become a spy.
Career Ideas: Spying/international business is actually 
my backup plan. I want to kick field goals in the NFL. 
Summer Plans: Basketball, lacrosse, caddying, con-
struction 

GEOFF SPENCER COX
Years at Pingry: 4
Nicknames: Cox, Foxy Cox, Banana Boy, Smokey Bologna 
Cha-Cha Boy
Trademark Characteristics: Crazy, fun-loving, friendly, al-
ways carries a banana
Activities: Being one half of the amazing sound technician duo! 
(for running tech in drama productions), Peer Leader
College Plans: University of Richmond
Intended Major: Environmental Studies/ Religions (Eastern)
Career Ideas: That is a good question — I assume I'll doing 
something related to the environment or religion (maybe build-
ing temples in the woods!)
Summer Plans: Hanging out with my friends and family, spend-
ing some time in nature, meditation retreat
Faculty Mentors: Mr. Keating, Mr. Sluyter, Mr. Rohdie, Mrs. 
Lionetti, Ms. Yorke
Favorite Pingry Memory: That time when I learned to fly.
Most Embarassing Moment: I cannot remember, there were 
so many…
What Iʼll Take Away: A deeper understanding of who I am 
because of the friends and the teachers who have helped me 
become the person I am, whoever that is.

The 1902 Emblem
The Class of 1902 Emblem is awarded to Liam Griff of 

the Class of 2004, who, while in The Pingry School, 
by the efficiency and the amount of service and loyalty of 
attitude has done the most for the school, and who has been 
judged therefore by schoolfellows and faculty to have shown 
of them all the greatest amount of school spirit.

The Class of 1902 Emblem represents the highest ideals of 
The Pingry School. The nominees chosen by their classmates 
and faculty are considered to embody the very principles of 
integrity and service that lie at the heart of the institution. 
Thus, even to be nominated for this award is regarded as a 
paramount honor.

LIAM PHELAN GRIFF
Faculty Mentors: All my teachers, and most definitely 
all my coaches, especially Coach Bugliari, Rohdie, 
Webster, and Giarusso. 
Favorite Pingry Memory: Probably Sunday evening 
soccer practices. 
Most Embarrassing Moment: My response to the 
next question. 
What Iʼll Take Away: I wonʼt take anything away 
from Pingry, because that would be stealing, going 
against maybe the most important intended result of the 
Pingry experience—an unwavering belief in the Honor 
Code. But for real, the thing Iʼll miss most is without 
a doubt the people; so thank you to everyone.
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MARISA KRISTEN  
LAVALETTE
Years at Pingry: 10
Nicknames: Rissy, Ris, Baba
Trademark Characteristics: Laughing fits, 
color coordination, talkative, extensive vo-
cabulary, excessive water intake, chocolate 
addiction
Activities: Cross country, Track, Blue Key, 
Polyglot, Glee club, German Club, Guitar
College Plans: Georgetown University
Intended Major: German and Arabic
Career Ideas: Law or International Relations
Summer Plans: Internship in Germany at a 
TV station
Faculty Mentors: Daddy Lav, Dr. Dineen, Sra. 
Abreu, Sra. Godfrey, Mr. Keating, Naz, Ms. 
Lebowits, Ms. Wolfson, Mr. Fayen
Favorite Pingry Memory: One day, when we 
had a championship meet my secret psych left 
me a box of Godiva truffles in my mailbox. 
The girls on the running teams take care of 
each other.
Most Embarrassing Moment: Walking 
straight into a wall while admiring a strikingly 
handsome upper classman.
What Iʼll Take Away: A code of ethics, inspi-
ration from my brilliant teachers, meaningful 
friendships, time management, patience and an 
overall love for learning

KATIE BROOKS  
LAWRENCE
Years at Pingry: 13
Nicknames: KLAWR
Trademark: Always smiling, friendly, never 
shuts up
Activities: Varsity Lacrosse, Varsity Swim-
ming, Student Government, Balladeers, Honor 
Board, Blue Key, Peer Leader
College Plans: Princeton University
Intended Major: History or International Rela-
tions or English
Career Ideas: Iʼm not sure…I like to debate, 
so maybe a lawyer? Or a journalist?
Summer Plans: Biking across the country 
with 13 other college and ending-high school 
students from Savannah, Georgia, to Los 
Angeles
Faculty Mentors: Ms. Wolfson, Mr. Keating, 
Mrs. Lee, Dr. Dineen, Mrs. Abraham, Mr. Ro-
hdie, Mrs. Hearst, Mme. Jordan, Mr. Sluyter, 
Mr. Klingler
Favorite Pingry Memory: “Grammar Gulch” 
play in second grade
Most Embarrassing Moment: Falling in a 
bucket of water in kindergarten
What Iʼll Take Away: The great memories of 
the past thirteen years and all my friends, and 
appreciation and respect for all of the people 
who have impacted my life.

ISAAC BEN  
ORANSKY
Years at Pingry: 4
Nicknames: Iznatch, Iz, Amit
Trademark Characteristics: Funny, self-dep-
recating, hopefully thoughtful, responsible
Activities: Orchestra/Wind Symphonia, Vital 
Signs, Drama Tech, Running assemblies, SAC, 
Biking
College Plans: Trinity College
Intended Major: Iʼd like to stay open.
Career Ideas: The next James Bond.
Summer Plans: Continuing my ISP—working 
in a bike shop—and hoping to beat Lance Arm-
strong in the Tour de France, using the clever 
strategy of pedaling downhill…
Faculty Mentors: Mr. Delman and Mr. 
Keating, for their unrivaled and long-lasting 
friendship.
Favorite Pingry Memory: Singing “Bye bye 
Mr. Adam Rohdie” in assembly.
Most Embarrassing Moment: Being caught 
by Mr. Neiswender playing strip battleship with 
Mr. Rohdie.
What Iʼll Take Away: Iʼve learned so much in 
my four years here and Iʼll leave with a great 
sense of pride in what I have accomplished. Of 
course, I would never have made it without the 
help and support of some phenomenal teachers  
and great friends.

SONAM  
SHARMA
Years at Pingry: 3
Nicknames: Sonamie
Trademark Characteristics: Passionate, 
enthusiastic 
Activities: Honor Board, Model United Na-
tions, Tennis, Fencing, Dance, Wind Ensemble, 
SKEEP
College Plans: Harvard University. I plan to 
meet new people, and I hope to do a semester 
abroad
Intended Major: Undecided (but most likely 
a business-related major)
Career Ideas: Physician and research, as of 
now as an oncologist
Summer Plans: To get a job, hang out with 
friends, hit the beach, relax, have fun, maybe 
shadowing for an oncologist 
Faculty Mentors: Mr. Coe, Mrs. Hearst, Mr. 
Keating, Dr. Korfhage
Favorite Pingry Memory: Making popcorn 
for an Honors Chemistry Lab my sophomore 
year
What Iʼll Take Away: During my three years 
at Pingry, most of all I have gained a sincere 
appreciation for community. I think I will be 
hard put ever to find another community char-
acterized by such honor, respect, and integrity 
ever again. 

REBECCA ANNE 
SPEISER
Years at Pingry: 13
Nicknames: Becca, Beck, Speiser, Speis, 
Specky
Trademark Characteristics: Smiling, laugh-
ing, friendly
Activities: Peer leader, Student Government, 
Blue Key, Balladeers, Orchestra, Track
College Plans: Davidson College
Intended Major: Psychology
Career Ideas: Neurologist or ophthalmologist
Summer Plans: Camp counselor in Vermont
Faculty Mentors: Mr. Rohdie, Mrs. DʼAntonio, 
Mrs. Grant, Mr. Grant, LaV, Mr. Neiswender, 
Dr. Rich, Mrs. Lionetti, Miss Yorke, Mr. Burns, 
Mr. Bourne, Ms. Kilgore, Mr. Johnson
Favorite Pingry Memory: Coming downstairs 
after the poetry festival and seeing that the se-
nior couches had finally been returned.
Most Embarassing Moment: At a fire drill this 
year, it was really windy and I was wearing a 
lightweight skirt, which I immediately grabbed 
and held against my legs. Mr. Klingler walked 
past me and my entire chem class and said, 
“Yeah, Iʼd be embarrassed, too.”
What Iʼll Take Away: All of my friendships 
and memories of the past thirteen years

DAVID AARON  
SPETT
Years at Pingry: 25,678,267,999
Nicknames: Schpett, LB
Trademark Characteristics: A (not-so-?) nice 
friend, lefty and Deanie
Activities: The Record, Vital Signs, The Bro-
ken Wreckord, Model Congress, Wind Sinfonia, 
ECLC/SCEEP, the Political Action Club (bet 
you came to those meetings)
College Plans: Medill School of Journalism at 
Northwestern University
Intended Major: Journalism
Career Ideas: Journalism? Politics? Sleep-
ing?
Summer Plans: Interning at Environmental 
Defense, and perhaps some other work
Faculty Mentors: Dr. Dineen, Ms. Chatterji 
(Ananya)
Favorite Pingry Memory: Seeing The Pingry 
Record spark debate in the school for the first 
time.
Most Embarrassing Moment: A few of my 
closest friends will remember that one time 
when I was late to first period.
What Iʼll Take Away: Passions, interests, 
experiences and a personality to call my own. 
Well, Iʼd like to think so.

JENNA NICOLE  
WHITELEY
Years at Pingry: 2
Nicknames: JenJen, Jen-na-na, Sunshine
Trademark Characteristics: I guess my 
smile
Activities: Student Government, Community 
Service Club, Cross Country, Library Advisory 
Board, Peer Group
College Plans: Stanford University
Intended Major: Undeclared, probably Sociol-
ogy and Psychology
Career Ideas: Organizing a non-profit, or work-
ing in human resources or as a psychologist
Summer Plans: Working and traveling
Faculty Mentors: So many teachers have 
impacted me so much these past two years, it 
is impossible to single out anyone.
Favorite Pingry Memory: Most of senior year, 
but especially the cross country season and the 
Peer Group retreat
Most Embarrassing Moment: Scootering 
during the winter pep rally!
What Iʼll Take Away: Iʼm definitely a different 
person than when I started Pingry,  because of 
my great friends and faculty role models who 
have taught me to work hard and play hard, have 
confidence, and genuinely enjoy life!

JOHN CARL  
ZOEPHEL, JR.
Years at Pingry: 5
Nicknames: Señor Tubkin, Captain Jack
Trademark Characteristics: Musical, al-
ways with Dave Asch, and usually playing 
the guitar
Activities: Varsity Swimming, Varsity Water 
Polo, Wind Ensemble, Jazz Ensemble, New 
Jersey Youth Symphony
College Plans: University of Southern Califor-
nia Thornton School of Music
Intended Major: Music Industry
Career Ideas: Album Producer, Artist manager, 
and if that doesnʼt work out, a rock star
Summer Plans: To make money for college 
and play some more music
Faculty Mentors: Mr. McAnally, Mr. Droste, 
Mrs. Lee, Mr. Reichle
Favorite Pingry Memory: Hitting the 
winning shot from half-pool in overtime to 
beat Navy Aquatic Club in overtime at the 
Annapolis Tournament this year for Water 
Polo
Most Embarrassing Moment: eh…most of 
them
What Iʼll Take Away: The memories, the 
people, the fun I had with the musicals
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Presented at Assembly, May 27, 2004
Art, Drama, and School Service Awards

Director’s Award for Achievement in the Dramatic Arts Susannah Bragg, Robert Zacharias

Special Director’s Award for Technical Theater Geoffrey Cox, Isaac Oransky

Michael E. Popp Photography Prize Alexandra Clarke, Marissa Drell
B. Jerry Donahue ’79 Memorial Prize for Fine Arts Andrew Werner

B. Jerry Donahue ’79 Memorial Prize for Pottery Kenneth Spano

Barbara Berlin Prize in Art History Nicole Green

Music Award Ashley Jackson

Madeleine Wild Bristol Music Prize Jack Zoephel

Michael Jupka, Jr., ’76 Blue Key Award Alexander Bregman, Tanya Nahvi

Community Service Award David Asch

Paul R. Leary ’90 Award Benjamin Williams

Student Government Achievement Award Robert Zacharias

Elizabeth Allan Smith ’83 Memorial Pingry-Duke Scholarship Bryan Zupon

C.B. Newton Pingry-Princeton Scholarship Prize Pritha Ghosh

Athletic Awards
Cheerleading Award Isabella Bacardi

Girls’ Cross-Country Award Jenna Whiteley

Boys’ Cross-Country Award Max Haines-Stiles

Andrea Montague Field Hockey Award Alexandra Clarke

Michael Jupka, Jr.,’76 Football Award Andrew Stock

Timothy C. Cornwall ’64 Boys’ Soccer Sportsmanship Award Liam Griff, Kenneth Spano

Dick Gradwohl Boys’ Soccer Cup for Most Team Spirit  Seth Flowerman, Alexander Tuller

Elizabeth Allan Smith ’83 Girls’ Soccer Award Laura Boova

Girls’ Tennis Trophy Allison Johnson

Water Polo Award Paul Kolb

Frank L. Romano Boys’ Basketball Award Liam Griff

Joe LaValley Boys’ Basketball Award Eric Magidson

David M. Allan Memorial Girls’ Basketball Award Ellis Kelleher

Virginia Nazario Fencing Award Lauren Phillips, Max Haines-Stiles

Pingry School Varsity Boys’ Ice Hockey Award Bryan Zupon

Girls’ Ice Hockey Award Melissa Tyson

Ski Team Award Gregory Mintz

Boys’ Swimming Award Jack Zoephel

Ashley G. Marsh and Family Swimming Award Katherine Lawrence

Michael Jupka, Jr., ’76 Wrestling Award Evan Whaley

Class of 1935 Graham Churchill Baseball Award Jeffrey Ramirez

Richard C. Weiler Boys’ Lacrosse Award Kevin McIver

Pingry Girls’ Lacrosse Sportsmanship Award Alexandra Holland

Pingry Girls’ Lacrosse Cup Leslie Hynes

Pingry Softball Award Jill Kehoe

Boys’ Tennis Award Zachary Shuman

Boys’ Track Award Jamil McClintock

Richard G. Gradwohl Girls’ Track Award Kathryn Suchow

Cipriano Family Scholar-Athlete Award Laura Boova, Max Haines-Stiles

Academic Awards
John R. Whittemore ’47 Biology Award Bryan Zupon

Ernest C. Shawcross Chemistry Award Sumeet Shah

Antoine duBourg Physics Award Benjamin Blonder, Douglas Ellwanger

Science Book Award Benjamin Blonder

Union College Casmir A. France Award for Excellence in English Caitlin Bergh, Marisa LaValette

Martin B. O’Connor ’26 Journalism Award Susannah Bragg, David Spett

Paul and Sarah Rouslin Excellence in English Award Susannah Bragg

Yearbook Award Brittany Nosher

Jean S. Macdonald History Prize Amit Kumar

Psychology Prize  Jill Kehoe, Jenna Whiteley

Whitlock Prize for Math Benjamin Blonder, Douglas Ellwanger

Spanish Prize Denis Malkov, Robert Zacharias

Advanced Placement Scholars

Cum Laude Society

Edward J. Bloustein Distinguished Scholars
Benjamin Blonder

Laura Boova
Susannah Bragg

Athena Christakos

Douglas Ellwanger
Christine Hsu

Paul Kolb
Amit Kumar

Katherine Lawrence
Sonam Sharma

Gwen Tobert
Jenna Whiteley

Benjamin Blonder
Susannah Bragg

Athena Christakos
Douglas Ellwanger

Pritha Ghosh
Thomas Glazer

Liam Griff
Max Haines-Stiles

Christine Hsu
Paul Kolb

Amit Kumar
Marisa LaValette

Katherine Lawrence
Emily Majka
Noah Mamis
Rajiv Mehta

Caroline Na
Andrew Schlesinger

Sonam Sharma
Rebecca Speiser

Gwen Tobert
Jenna Whiteley

Elana Wilf
Robert Zacharias

Benjamin Blonder
Alexander Bregman
Athena Christakos
Douglas Ellwanger

Thomas Glazer
Max Haines-Stiles

Ashley Jackson
Ellis Kelleher
Denis Malkov

Rajiv Mehta
Jonay Santoro
Gwen Tobert

Jenna Whiteley

National Merit Scholarship Program Commended Scholars

National Merit Scholarship Finalists

National Merit Scholarship Recipients

Advanced Placement Scholar with Distinction

Advanced Placement Scholars with Honors
Caitlin Bergh
Amit Kumar

Alex Raiffe
Andrew Schlesinger

Sonam Sharma

David Spett
Robert Zacharias

Susannah Bragg

Stewart Anderson
Caitlin Bergh

Kevin Cheung
Alicia Chin

Geoffrey Cox
Nicole Green

Liam Griff
Christine Hsu

Alyson Hwang

Paul Kolb
Marisa LaValette

Katherine Lawrence
Caroline Na
Tanya Nahvi

Isaac Oransky
Alex Raiffe

Andrew Schlesinger
Sonam Sharma

David Spett
Andrew Stock

Kathryn Suchow
Christian Voldstad
Jessica Weinstock

Evan Whaley
Jenna Whiteley

Robert Zacharias
M. Bryan Zupon

National Merit Scholarship Semifinalist
Melissa Tyson

Benjamin Blonder
Douglas Ellwanger

Pritha Ghosh

Thomas Glazer
Amit Kumar
Noah Mamis

Rajiv Mehta
Ravi Parikh

Gwen Tobert

Susannah Bragg
Athena Christakos

Jill Kehoe
Emily Majka

National Achievement Scholarship Recipients
Nicole Green Ashley Jackson

French Language Prize Jeremy Jordan, Noah Mamis

German Prize Marisa LaValette

Latin Prize Paul Kolb

Special Sixth-Year Language Prize Jonay Santoro, Stewart Anderson, Alex Raiffe, Noah Mamis

DeGryse Prize in Modern European Languages Marisa LaValette, Alex Raiffe

Charles B. Atwater Valedictory Award Susannah Bragg

Presented  at  

Commencement 

June 6, 2004

PSPA Woman’s Sports Award Leslie Hynes
Awarded annually to the Pingry woman who in the eyes of her contemporaries 
has exhibited outstanding athletic ability, sportsmanship, spirit, and leadership.

Centennial Cup — Gift of the Class of ’61 Liam Griff
Awarded to the Upper School male athlete who exemplifies outstanding ability,  
sportsmanship, spirit, and leadership.

Class of ’26 Reese Williams Award Jeremy Jordan
Awarded to the senior who has attended Pingry for at least four years and has shown 
the greatest improvement in athletics, perhaps over a serious disability.

Improvement Prize David Asch
Honorable Mention Adam Goldenberg, Jeremy Jordan

Magistri Laudandi Award Jenna Whiteley
Nominees Rita Chen, Athena Christakos, Liam Griff  
 Jill Kehoe, Amit Kumar, Katherine Lawrence 
 Ravi Parikh, Rebecca Speiser, Robert Zacharias
In every class, there is one student who graciously gives of him/herself to help the 
school and fellow students, who demonstrates a personal integrity and generosity 
that inspire the best in others. This person’s own achievements are many, yet his/her 
sense of purpose is to the greater good. While others may be identified as "the 
student most likely to succeed," this person is prized as "the student who helps all 
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DARYL AGRAN
University of Richmond

JOHN ANAGNOSTIS
Providence College

STEWART ANDERSON
Vanderbilt University

ATHENA ARBES
Bryn Mawr College

DAVID ASCH
Drew University

ISABELLA BACARDI
The George Washington University

ANNA BALCH
Miami University

CAITLIN BERGH
Columbia University

CHELSEA BLACKER
New York University

BENJAMIN BLONDER
Swarthmore College

AVERY BOLDEN
Johnson & Wales University

LAURA BOOVA
Georgetown University

SUSANNAH BRAGG
Yale University

ALEXANDER BREGMAN
University of Pennsylvania

KHADIJAH BROWN
Howard University

JASMIN BROWN-JOHNSON
Howard University

RITA CHEN
Emory University

KEVIN CHEUNG
Northwestern University

ALICIA CHIN
Georgetown University

ATHENA CHRISTAKOS
Stanford University

ALEXANDRA CLARKE
New York University

SAM CORKE
Clemson University

GEOFFREY COX
University of Richmond

JAIME DELIA
Cornell University

MICHAEL DiLEO
Miami University

MARISSA DRELL
Barnard College

DOUGLAS ELLWANGER
Franklin W. Olin, College of Engineering

JOHN FALCONE
Babson College

MICHAEL FERRARA
Villanova University

SETH FLOWERMAN
Cornell University

ALEXANDRA FRENCH
Fairfi eld University

SCOTT FRIEDMAN
University of Richmond

PRITHA GHOSH
Princeton University

ROBERT GILDEA
Dickinson College

THOMAS GLAZER
Dartmouth College

TREVOR GODFREY-DARDIK
Virginia Polytechnic Institute

ADAM GOLDENBERG
Cornell University

NICOLE GREEN
Yale University

LIAM GRIFF
Harvard University

HALLEY GROSS
New York University

MAX HAINES-STILES
Stanford University

MARK HAMILTON
University of Richmond

MEGAN HESS
Lehigh University

ALEXANDRA HOLLAND
Boston University

STEVEN HOROWITZ
Lehigh University

TSE-HSUAN HSU
Georgetown University

ALYSON HWANG
Brandeis University

LESLIE HYNES
Gettysburg College

ASHLEY JACKSON
Yale University

ALLISON JOHNSON
Lehigh University

JEREMY JORDAN
Mary Washington College

ALEXANDER KASTEN
Rochester Institute of Technology

JILL KEHOE
University of Richmond

ELLIS KELLEHER
Lafayette College

PAUL KOLB
Harvard University

MELISSA KRONTHAL
Bucknell University

AMIT KUMAR
Harvard University

ELIZABETH LAFARO
Saint Joseph’s University

MARK LALLI
University of Colorado at Boulder

MARISA LAVALETTE
Georgetown University

KATHERINE LAWRENCE
Princeton University

ADAM LEIBOWITZ
The George Washington University

KATHRYN LEVINE
Mount Holyoke College

JASON LEVINN
University of Richmond

STEPHANIE MADDEN
Elon University

ERIC MAGIDSON
Vanderbilt University

EMILY MAJKA
Georgetown University

DENIS MALKOV
University of Richmond

NOAH MAMIS
Yale University

JACQUELINE MARCUS
New York University

JAMIL McCLINTOCK
Brown University

KEVIN McIVER
Gettysburg College

RAJIV MEHTA
University of Chicago

GUY MERIN
The George Washington University

GREGORY MINTZ
University of Colorado at Boulder

TAHIYYAH MUHAMMAD
Worcester Polytechnic Institute

CAROLINE NA
Northwestern University

TANYA NAHVI
Johns Hopkins University

BRITTANY NOSHER
Loyola College in Maryland

DAVID NOYES
Union College

MADELKA NUNEZ
Boston University

LAUREN OPLINGER
College of the Holy Cross

ISAAC ORANSKY
Trinity College

RAVI PARIKH
Brooklyn College of the CUNY

BRYAN PARSELS
Vanderbilt University

LAUREN PHILLIPS
University of Pennsylvania

ERIC POTICNY
University of Delaware

ALEX RAIFFE
University of Pennsylvania

JEFFREY RAMIREZ
Kenyon College

MATTHEW ROOKE
Babson College

JONAY SANTORO
Syracuse University

ELENI SAVOPOULOS
The George Washington University

ANDREW SCHLESINGER
Columbia University

ZACHARY SCHUMAN
Colby College

SUMEET SHAH
Columbia University

J. ZACHARY SHANAMAN
University of Pennsylvania

SONAM SHARMA
Harvard University

MATTHEW SILBERMANN
Bucknell University

ROBERT SOMERS
McGill University

KENNETH SPANO
Georgetown University

REBECCA SPEISER
Davidson College

DAVID SPETT
Northwestern University

SARA SPRINGMEYER
Brown University

ANDREW STOCK
Colorado College

KATHRYN SUCHOW
Dartmouth College

JOSEPH TAYLOR, JR.
Fairfi eld University

GWEN TOBERT
Washington University in St. Louis

ALEXANDER TULLER
Bucknell University

MELISSA TYSON
Rhode Island School of Design

A. MICHAEL VENTURA
Boston College

CHRISTIAN VOLDSTAD
Franklin and Marshall College

JESSICA WEINSTOCK
University of Pennsylvania

ANDREW WERNER
Carnegie Mellon University

EVAN WHALEY
Franklin and Marshall College

JENNA WHITELEY
Stanford University

ELANA WILF
University of Pennsylvania

BENJAMIN WILLIAMS
University of Maryland, College Park

ROBERT ZACHARIAS
University of Chicago

JACK ZOEPHEL
University of Southern California

MICHAEL ZUPON
Duke University

Senior College Matriculation
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Dr. Macrae Bids Farewell After 16 Years as Teacher and Friend

discounted price.  But 
Talia reminded us of Dr. 
Macraeʼs speech the week 
before, in which he talked 
about applying the Honor 
Code to our lives outside 
of Pingry, even with trivial 
things. Kate and I gave in, 
and we ended up paying the 
adult price. 

His speeches during Mid-

dle School meeting have 
been uplifting and inspir-
ing. Karen Thomson (II) is 
reminded of one speech at 
the beginning of the second 
semester. “He explained to 
us how this part of the year 
weʼre going to be piled with 
work and stuff. But that we 
should still make time to 
do the things that are fun 
besides work, work, work. 
Well, he worded it in a way 
that came across to me really 
well,” said Karen Thomson 
(II). 

When I interviewed my 
classmates who knew Dr. 
Macrae when they were 
middle schoolers, everyone 
fondly remembered him as 
an open and friendly person 
who was willing to give 
advice or just chat. 

“He was always in his 
office and willing to hear 
us complain about whatever, 
and he always had helpful 
advice. Seriously, Mai-Yin 
[Picard] (III) and I would 
go in his office, get some 
candy, and talk to him. We 
would complain about the 
amount of work we were 
getting. Well, basically we 
talked about anything,” said 
Fatima Rakla (III). 

Mrs. Engelhardt, the Mid-
dle School secretary, said 
that anyone can tell what 
kind of person Dr. Macrae 
is by looking around his of-
fice. “When I first walk into 
Dr. Macraeʼs office I see all 
the pictures on his bulletin 
board. Theyʼre of his chil-
dren, wife, and pictures of 

his advisees. I get a sense 
that heʼs a loyal person to the 
faculty and students. He is 
such a giving person,” said 
Mrs. Engelhardt.

In addition to countless 
pictures of soccer players, 
middle schoolers, and fam-
ily, there is a couch and an 
endless amount of candy.  

Lisa Thomas said, “His 
doors were always open.” 
That was Dr. Macrae. He 
was an open and warm man 
who would always make 
time for his students. 

Max Devers (I) had lived 
across the street from the 
Macraeʼs for eleven years. 
“My sister, brother, and I 
would go to his house, and 
his kids would come to our 
house,” said Max Devers (I). 
Walking down the halls, I 
rarely see Dr. Macrae alone. 
He is either surrounded by 
a group of seventh graders 

or laughing with another 
faculty member.   

When I asked a group of 
freshmen girls what they 
remember about Dr. Macrae, 
Charlie Wagner instantly 
shouted “D-Mac! I love 
him.” 

Emily Lang, Genevieve 
Haverstick,  and Charlie 
Wagner fondly remembered 
his openness and kindness. 
“He was always so kind. 
His little speeches were 
always so personal. He was 
devoted to the students and 
approachable. He still says 
ʻhi  ̓in the halls,” they said. 
“He knows everybodyʼs 
name, and he had lots of 
M&Ms.” 

His concern for his stu-
dents really made them feel 
at home. “He helped me 
with my move to Pingry. 
He always says ʻhi  ̓ to me 
in the halls,” said Annabell 
Suh (III). Dr. Macrae made 
the extra effort to ask his 
students about everything 
going on in their lives, Wag-
ner said.

 “It is encouraging to see 

him walking in the halls be-
cause he always has a smile 
on his face. He really looks 
like he enjoys what he does,” 
Russell Simpson (III).

Involved in soccer, hock-
ey, and lacrosse, Dr. Macrae 
is remembered as a star ath-
lete. He even moved on to 
receive eight varsity letters 
at Wesleyan. He was also the 
youngest of four to attend 
Pingry. “My math teacher 
would say I was not as smart 
as my brother,” joked Dr. 
Macrae.

Coming back to Pingry 
after college and two years 
at a brokerage he sees posi-
tive changes at Pingry. He 
said that “Pingry used to be 
a good place for boys and 
sports. But now itʼs a great 
place for boys, sports, girls, 
and the arts. I love how peo-
ple get engaged in different 
areas and want to give back 

to the community.” 
Not only has Dr. Macrae 

had a great athletic career, 
he has helped found ISP 
Night. “He was very sup-
portive of it. “He is a real 
advocate for the arts,” said 
Mr. Friewald.

For Dr. Macrae, his fa-
vorite Pingry experiences 
were “winning girls and 
boys soccer County and 
State champs, ISP nights, 
and Grad nights.” He told 
me how much he enjoyed the 
time he has spent with the 
students, especially at Bryn 
Mawr trips with his middle 
schoolers.

Dr. Macrae recalls that 
he was and still is extreme-
ly close to Mr. Bugliari, 
Mr. Tramontana, and Mr. 
Hanly. 

Mr. Tramontana and Dr. 
Macrae met each other when 
Dr. Macrae was in middle 
school. “He was a great 
athlete and a decent math 
student,” said Mr. Tramon-
tana. He coached Dr. Macrae 
as a freshman on the JV 
soccer team. That year set 

the record for the most goals 
scored in a season. Being a 
“fiery competitor,” Dr. Mac-
rae was right at the center of 
a huge fight at a game at the 
Hunt School, recalled Mr. 
Tramontana. “Coming out of 
the whole crowd he had his 
shirt ripped and a big smile. 
And the referee was blowing 
the whistle with a red card in 
his hand.”

In another typical ex-
ample  of  Dr.  Macraeʼs 
thoughtfulness, he helped 
Mr. Tramontanaʼs daughter 
move into her college dorm. 
“When I took my daughter to 
Wesleyan, we had a station 
wagon full of junk. Then 
on the four floor someone 
yells from the window, ̒ Hey 
Tram, you need help?ʼ” he 
said. “And she became a 
Wesleyan liberal like Rohdie 
and Macrae.”

Mr. Rohdie and Dr. Mac-
rae have known each other 
for twenty years. They co-
incidentally met when Mr. 
Rohdie was visiting Wes-
leyan as a high school senior 
and Dr. Macrae was a junior. 
Later Dr. Macrae and Mr. 
Rohdie played with each 
other on the same soccer 
team and became brothers 
at their fraternity. “We were 
like best friends,” said Mr. 
Rohdie.

 When Dr. Macrae had re-
turned to Pingry, Mr. Rohdie 
was looking for a teaching 
job. Then Mr. Rohdie was 
introduced to Mr. Hanly, 
and was given a job offer. 
So it was Dr. Macrae that 
introduced Mr. Rohdie to 
Pingry.

Dr. Macrae and Mr. Ro-
hdie were always involved 
in playful competition. “For 
five of six years we coached 
soccer together. Basically 
everyday we would have 
some sort of competition be-
fore or after practice, which 
I always won, by the way. 
Weʼd play basketball or just 
anything. Even at the annual 

blood drive we would see 
who would bleed first. I also 
won those too. Iʼm going to 
miss that competitive fun.”

At a Farewell Party for 
Dr. Macrae, Mr. Rohdie, 
and Mrs. McKoy on Friday 
May 21, Ms. Chatterji, Dean 
of the Middle School, pre-
sented five gifts. These were 
five things that would never 
be found in Dr. Macraeʼs 
office. 

One gift was a cardboard 
“son.” “Dr. Macrae gets to 
school everyday at 5:30, 
and at seven he always calls 
home to wake up his kids 
and ask them what they 
were having for breakfast.” 
Another was a Magic Eight 
Ball. “He never made a deci-
sion arbitrarily. If he had a 
big decision to make, heʼd 
mull over it for days.” 

As a tenth grade stu-
dent, Dr. Macrae was just 
a random teacher to Ms. 

Chatterji, but he made such 
a huge impression on her 
that she attended the same 
college as him and worked 
at a non-profit organization 
for three years because his 
insistence on “broadening 
her horizons.” 

Now as a Dean of Stu-
dents, she reminds herself 
the sort of effect one person 
can have on a studentʼs life. 
“As the end of the year 
approaches and work gets 
hard, you never know what 
kind of profound impact 
you can have on a studentʼs 
life.”

Many have asked why Dr. 
Macrae is leaving. He has 
spent more than half his life 
at Pingry, and he has two 
children who are very happy 
at Pingry. But after Dr. Mac-
rae decided to devote his life 
to education, he aspired to 
become a headmaster. “That 
way I could use my business 
knowledge and my love for 
teaching to have a positive 
impact on many students. 
And I felt that this was the 
right time to make my own 
mistakes,” he joked. 

Mr. Rohdie describes Dr. 
Macraeʼs resignation as a 
“bittersweet time.” “Iʼm 
happy for him, but on the 
other hand Dr. Macrae and I 
have been really close.”

“Itʼs going to be a great 
opportunity for him, but 
itʼs also sad because weʼve 
known each other for so 
long. For the past ten years 
we would go to the weight 
room at six and work out 
together.” 

After Dr. Macrae spent 
two years at PaineWebber Dr. 
Macrae called Mr. Tramon-
tana with questions about 
teaching. Mr. Tramontana 
hired him over the phone 
without knowing anything 
about Dr. Macraeʼs math 
ability. It was because of 
Dr. Macraeʼs character that 
Mr. Tramontana has come 
to have “such great personal 
fondness for him.” 

“Heʼs just a great human 
being. And he truly is one of 
my most favorite people,” 
said Mr. Tramontana. 

Continued From Page 1

Dr. Macrae in costume on 
Rufus Gunther Day. Coach Macrae explains soccer to his team.

Boys Soccer Coaches Rohdie, Bugliari and Macrae say 
they make a good team.

Dr. Macrae teaches economics and math.

THE PINGRY RECORD DEPARTING FACULTY JUNE 6, 2004



9

Pingry’s Fraternity Boy, Turned Administrator, Moves on

Mr. Rohdie poses for a yearbook shot during his early 
years at Pingry.

Coach Rohdie gets fired up 
on the basketball court.

For years, Mr. Rohdie has attended the Intergenerational Prom.

Coach Rohdie kneels courtside at a basketball practice.

Mr. Rohdie shoots a layup.

if it was hidden. Pingry sent 
him back to school, partially 
funding his masterʼs degree 
in education at Stanford 
University from 1992-93.

Mr. Rohdie often tells 
students that when he was 
in high school, Stanford was 
his dream school. He only 
went to Wesleyan because 
Stanford rejected him. But 
now he had the opportunity 
to go to the school he had al-
ways wanted. And while he 

combine a variety of activi-
ties: good questions, activi-
ties, pictures and kinesthetic 
games. And if youʼre pas-
sionate, the kids will be 
passionate.”

While at Stanford, Mr. 
Rohdie learned a few games 
that he has since introduced 
at Pingry. They include “win 
as much as you can” and the 
“red dot game.” In the red 
dot game, Mr. Rohdie gives 
each student an index card 
and tells the class that two 
cards have red dots.

The goal of the game is 
for students to form a group 
of four peers, none of whom 
have a dot on their card. The 
students with red dots must 
infiltrate, and students may 
not show each other their 
cards. 

Mr. Rohdie says that stu-
dents always brand a few of 
their classmates as the ones 

with red dots. At the end 
of the game, students show 
their cards and realize that 
no one has a red dot. 

“All the kids get mad at 
me. But it was so easy to 
create hysteria in the class-
room,” Mr. Rohdie says. “I 
will have a kid come back 
in 10 years and say, ʻI re-
member when we did this.  ̓
It really makes you consider 
what the red scare was like. 
It becomes easier to under-
stand the scenario surround-
ing McCarthyism.”

As his mentors, Mr. Ro-
hdie names John Hanly, Joe 
LaValley, Annette Tomai-
no, Donna Stone and Jack 
Lewis. He said they “just 
understand independent 
school education.”

Indeed,  Mrs .  Landau 
says ,  Mr.  Rohdie  grew 
tremendously under their 
watch. “Those qualities that 
I saw in him were sharpened 
over the years. Iʼve seen 
him mentored by so many 
people, and he has taken the 
best from each.”

Marriage to Alyssa and 
the birth of their son, Cal, 
also matured Mr. Rohdie.

In 1995, Mr. Hanly asked 
Mr. Rohdie to be dean of 
students. Mr. Rohdie says he 

did not have much choice: 
“Mr. Hanly said that if you 
have the capability to be 
an administrator, it is your 
moral obligation to become 
one.”

For many teachers, the 
promotion of the frat boy 
was a bit  of a surprise. 
Still, Mrs. Landau says, “it 
warmed my heart to see the 
product of all those years of 
development.”

Mr. Rohdie rose in re-
sponsibility quickly, serv-
ing as faculty adviser to 
the Honor Board, head of 
grades 11 and 12, head of 
the Middle School and, 
finally, head of the Upper 
School and assistant head-
master. 

For the past two years, 
he has taught American 
Dreams, a junior/senior 
elective.

Miller Bugliari ʼ52, the 
head varsity boys soccer 
coach, said he has had a 
lot of great laughs with Mr. 
Rohdie on the soccer field. 
“We used to have a great 
t ime kidding him about 
leaving practice early to 
meet his fiancée,” Mr. Bu-
gliari says.

Coach Rohdie used to be 
in charge of substitutions, 

Mr. Bugliari remembers, 
and would often make a 
crazy move “just to see how 
Iʼd react.”

When Mr. Rohdie was 
young and had a big mouth, 
as Mr. Bugliari puts it, he 
challenged Mr. Bugliari and 
a friend to a soccer match. 
“Mr. Rohdie talked about 
crushing us, but we crushed 
him,” Mr. Bugliari says. 
“Sometimes,  bigmouths 
lose.”

Dr. Macrae, the Middle 
School director who is leav-
ing to become a headmaster 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, is one 
of Mr. Rohdieʼs best friends. 
They were fraternity broth-
ers in Psi Epsilon at Wes-
leyan, and they were ushers 
at each otherʼs weddings.

When Mr. Rohdie ap-
plied for a job at Pingry, 
Dr. Macrae sent a memo to 
Mr. Hanly. 

“I told Mr. Hanly that if I 
could put my reputation on 
a piece of paper, I would do 
that for Adam,” Dr. Macrae 
says. “Itʼs the only time in 
my career Iʼve done that.”

Dr. Macrae calls Mr. Ro-

hdie an intense competitor. 
“He and I will  compete 
on which way the wind is 
going to blow 10 minutes 
from now,” Dr. Macrae says. 
“But he is the most compas-
sionate and caring person I 
know.”

Students, too, admire Mr. 
Rohdie. Robert Zacharias 
(VI), the student body presi-
dent, says he has been very 
close with Mr. Rohdie for 
the past three years. 

At a 7th grade dance, 
Robert remembers Mr. Ro-
hdie scaring him when he 
went outside.  For three 
years after that, Robert says 
he scowled at Mr. Rohdie in 
the hallways.

But in Robertʼs sopho-
more year, the two became 
friendly. Robert says he 
feels welcome wandering 
into Mr. Rohdieʼs office 
anytime he has nothing to 
do. 

“Mr. Rohdie is full of 
good advice about every-
thing, not only school is-
sues,” Robert says. “He is 
just friendly and open. I 
consider him vitally impor-

tant to Pingry.” 
At the end of June, Mr. 

Rohdie and his family will 
leave Montclair, N.J. and 
move to Greenwich, where 
they will be given a house 
on school property. GCDS 
is a coeducational, nonsec-
tarian school that teaches 
pre-kindergarten through 
9th grade.

Dr. Macrae says Mr. Ro-
hdie is the kind of headmas-
ter who will fill a school 
with pride. “Everyone will 
be proud to wear a Green-
wich Country Day shirt,” 
Dr. Macrae says. “I think 
that people will be really 
proud to have their children 
at GCDS, and theyʼll be ex-
cited to be there. Heʼll be a 
great headmaster.”

For Mr. Rohdie, the de-
parture from Pingry will 
be bittersweet. “Each time 
I come back from a trip to 
Greenwich, Iʼm more ex-
cited about working there,” 
he says. “At the same time, 
itʼs tough to walk away from 
some of my greatest friends 
in the world.”

Asked to name his best 
friends and favorite memo-
ries at Pingry, Mr. Rohdie 
declined to answer, saying 
it would be impossible to 
make a list. “Fifteen years is 

hard. My favorite memories 
happen in a passing moment 
in the hallway, a moment on 
the soccer field, a passing 
moment with an alum, a 
terrible loss in a basketball 
tournament or a meaning-
ful interaction with a col-
league.”

Mr. Rohdie says it will 
be hard to say goodbye and 
thank you to everyone. 

“I just hope that the com-
munity as a whole knows 
that Iʼm very appreciative 
of what this school has done 
for me,” he says. “I hope 
that in some small way, Iʼve 
been able to give back.”

Dr.  Macrae says  that 
he and Mr. Rohdie have a 
dream to reunite 15 years 
from now to start a non-
profit inner city education 
organization. “We could 
do better once weʼve had 
our own managerial experi-
ences on a larger scale,” Dr. 
Macrae says.

Mrs. Landau has a dif-
ferent plan for Mr. Rohdieʼs 
future. “Maybe, one day, 
heʼll come back to Pingry,” 
she says.

Whatever happens, there 
are certainly many ventures 
ahead for the ever-evolving 
Adam Rohdie.

was at Stanford, something 
changed in him.

Besides studying there, 
Mr. Rohdie taught 36 sum-
mer school students who 
had failed classes at Hills-
dale High School, a public 
school in Hillsdale, Calif. 
“It was certainly a change 
from Pingry,” he says. “It 
let me see both sides of the 
fence.”

Mr. Rohdie returned the 
following year as a different 
kind of teacher. He taught 
8th grade history and A.P. 
U.S. history. Perhaps he was 
a little more humble, but 
mostly, he says, he became 
better-rounded.

“I had many more tools in 
the tool bag,” he says. “The 
difference in my teaching 
was like night and day. A 
lot of people think, wow 
I went to high school so I 
can probably teach it. And 
thatʼs such a misconception. 
Itʼs such a craft, just like 
everything else. Advanced 
training is key.”

Mr. Rohdie says graduate 
school taught him different 
methods for teaching differ-
ent students. 

“Itʼs one thing to come in 
and just talk about history,” 
he says. “Itʼs another to 
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Mr. Rohdie poses for a 
yearbook photo early in his 
Pingry career.



After 10 years, English 
teacher and Assistant Di-
rector of Admissions Mrs. 
Marnie McKoy is leaving at 
the end of the year to fill the 
Head of School position at 
the Link Community School 
in Newark, NJ.

Mrs. McKoy came to Pin-
gry exactly ten years ago.  
Her first position was as 
an assistant in the Library, 
where she worked with sev-
enth graders beginning to 
learn technology.  By the 
next year she was a part time 
English teacher and the next 
year she had moved full time 
into the English Department, 
where she focused on the 

lish each.year, either English 
7 and English 8, sometimes 
both.

The Link School, where 
Mrs. McKoy will begin her 
new position on July 1, is a 
co-ed magnet school for sev-
enth and eight grade students 
who otherwise might not be 
able to afford private school 
education. 

The schoolʼs mission is 
to prepare students from the 
surrounding area for com-
petitive independent high 
school s while making tuition 
affordable using a sliding-
scale method. Like Pingry,  
Link offers financial aid  to 
students after a thorough 
assessment of their familyʼs 
resources and financial situ-
ation.

Mrs. McKoy was pleas-

antly surprised earlier this 
year when the job oppor-
tunity presented itself as 
a possibility.  Over spring 
break, she says, it became a 
reality. Although she had no 
plans to leave Pingry, Mrs. 
McKoy believes that the po-
sition at Link is a “wonderful 
opportunity, and something 
that coincides strongly with 
what I believe in.” 

Mr.  Rohdie spoke for 
many when he said that 
Mrs. McKoy in her years 
at Pingry has “influenced 
infinitely many areas of the 
school and inspired thought 
among Pingry students and 
faculty about many impor-
tant issues.” 

Mrs. McKoy spearhead-
ed the African-American 
Scholarʼs Program, now a 
club,  and has booked numer-
ous speakers for the annual 
Martin Luther King Day As-
sembly, which focuses on the 
theme of diversity.  

In recent years the as-
sembly has included dance 
presentations and featured 
speakers on such topics as 
the Tuskeegee Airmen and 
Kingʼs legacy for all Ameri-
cans today. 

Also, through her position 
in the admissions office, 
Mrs. McKoy has worked on 
outreach programs to en-
courage a more diverse pool 
of Pingry applicants. 

Her colleagues talk about 
Mrs. McKoy with great fond-
ness.  Dr. Dineen remembers 
Mrs. McKoy, newly graduat-
ed from college  and a source 
of great energy, humor,  and 
revelry in the English De-
partment.   

Ms. Kilgore, who joined 
the college guidance de-
partment three years ago, 
considers Mrs. McKoy both 
a friend and a mentor. 

“Coming to Pingry as a 
new faculty member in 2001 
meant more than just starting 
a new job,” she said.  “It 
entailed moving to a state 
where I had no family or 
friends in place.  Marnie 
and I bonded immediately 
as colleagues with similar 
visions, friends who could 
support one another, and 
ʻsisters  ̓even, who hung out 
after school.  She invited me 
into her family, both at home 
and at Pingry.  

“Because she had been 
at Pingry for eight years at 
that point, she knew how 
things worked here and she 
had the right contacts and 
connections to take a campus 

Mrs. McKoy to Head Link School After Ten Years at Pingry
10

programming idea from a 
dream to reality.  

“I have learned so much 
and feel so honored having 

worked with Marnie these 
past three years.  Her poise, 
grace, dedication and encour-
aging spirit have changed 
Pingry in ways we wonʼt 
even recognize until after 
sheʼs long gone—but these 
changes are both imminent 
and necessary.  My only 
hope is that we all remember 
her words from this yearʼs 
Martin Luther King, Jr. as-
sembly: “Give of yourselves 
and serve.”

As  Head  of  the  L ink 
School, Mrs. McKoy will 
be responsible for budget, 
curriculum, and fundraising 
decisions. She will also be 
an intermediary between 
parents, teachers, students 
and alumni.

She plans to stay in touch 
with her Pingry colleagues 
and to encourage Link gradu-
ates to apply for high school 
here. “Pingry is a great place 

for Link alumni to continue 
their studies,” she says. 

“Pingry kids have so much 
drive. They invest 110% in 
everything they do—well, 
most of them anyway.”

In the end, the people who 
will most miss Mrs. McKoy 
are her former students. Jer-
emy Teicher (IV), who had 
Mrs. McKoy as a teacher 
in both seventh and eighth 
grade, said, “Mrs. McKoy 
was one of the best teach-
ers I have ever had. I wish 
she could have taught high 
school.”

Cathryn Stanley (IV) said 
“Mrs. McKoy has been one 
of the most inspirational and 
motivational people that I 
have known at Pingry, and 
seeing her leave is one of 
the most saddening experi-
ences I have had in a long 
time. Mrs. McKoy will not 
be forgotten.”

middle school.  
From the beginning, Eng-

lish Head Dr. Jane Ashcom 
remembers, Mrs. McKoy 
was a successful and popular 
teacher, creative, funny, and 
tactful.  She led her classes 
with a  unique combina-
tion of dignity and humor, 
demanding in her always-
pleasant way that students 
treat one another with re-
spect and act with respect 
for themselves. 

During one summer, Mrs. 
McKoy taught language arts 
at the SEEDS programʼs Pin-
gry site, where she became 
dean the following year.  

Three years  ago Mrs. 
McKoy became an Assistant 
Director of Admissions, 
although she continued to 
teach two sections of Eng-

By CHANTAL BERMAN (IV)

Mrs. Sue Smith, assistant 
director of admission and 
7th grade English teacher, 
will retire from teaching 
next year. She has spent 25 
years at the school and was 
just inducted into the 25-
year club.

Mrs. Smith will continue 
as assistant director of ad-
mission, but she wants to 
give up teaching to spend 
more time with her family. 
Her husband is retired, and 
she has three-year-old twin 
grandchildren.

“Iʼm not ready to sepa-
rate myself  total ly from 
my school,” she says. “Itʼs 
such an important part of 
my life.”

When Mrs. Smith came to 
Pingry in 1979, she had chil-
dren in 5th and 7th grades 
and was only seeking a 
part-time job. She asked 
Mr. duBourg what might be 
good for her, but he said she 
would be overqualified for 
any position at the school. 
Instead, Mrs. Smith spent 
her first year working as Mr. 
duBourgʼs physics and music 
assistant.

The next year, Mrs. Smith 
became a typing teacher. 

After that, she was chief 
form adviser, a position that 
entailed overseeing the ad-
visory system. The position 
was later dissolved. In 1983 
Mrs. Smith began teaching 
7th grade English, and she 
has taught it ever since.

Asked why she has only 
taught 7th grade, Mrs. Smith 
says she loves watching sev-
enth graders grow up from 
being little, scared children. 
“By May or June, theyʼve 
really grown as people, and 
theyʼve really developed 
their abilities to think,” she 
says. “I like seeing them dare 
to venture their own opinion 

on something.”
At times, Mrs. Smith has 

also coached Middle School 
swimming and tennis.

Her students think highly 
of her. Talia Ray (III) says 
she loved Mrs. Smith, who 
“really pushed me to fulfill 
my potential for essay-writ-
ing.”

Heather Benjamin (III) 
agrees, adding that Mrs. 
Smith is outgoing and has 
never held a grudge against 
anyone. “She was like a sec-
ond mother to me,” Heather 
says. “She gave me a lot 
of constructive criticism to 
improve my writing.”

Mrs. Susan Smith will retire from teaching this year, 
hoping to spend more time with her husband and twin 
granddaughters.

N. Lee (IV)

By CAROLINE SAVELLO (V) 
and DAVID SPETT (VI)

Mrs. Susan Smith Retires From 
Teaching English After 25 Years
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A suprise going-away party was thrown for Mrs. McKoy.

Mrs. McKoy chats with Jamil McClintock (VI) in the 
hallway.

Mrs. McKoy will be dearly missed for her contributions to the English and Admissions 
Department, as well as the African-American Club.

Students gathered to say goodbye to Mrs. McKoy.
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After three years as a Middle 
School Latin Teacher, Mr. Jo-
seph Wang will be leaving at 
the end of the year to attend 
Keble College, part of Oxford 
University in England.

He joined the faculty after 
graduating from Princeton in 
2001, and has made his presence 
felt well beyond the classroom. 
He has introduced ultimate 
Frisbee to the school and has 

group—they were as nervous 
as I was.” 

Mr. Wang had no other teach-
ing experience when he came 
to Pingry. He says that after 
his fi rst year he knew he was 
“hooked on teaching. As of 
right now, the question is who 
my audience will be.” 

Mr. Wang will be getting a 
Master in Philosophy degree 
in ancient history, a subset of 
Classics: his focus of study, he 
says, will be ancient law. He is 

Mr. Joseph Wang Will Pursue
Philosophy Degree at Oxford

After four years teaching 
Physics and coaching soccer at 
the Martinsville Campus, Mr. 
Keith Klingler is moving to 
Seattle at the end of the year. Mr. 
Klingler will continue to teach 
Physics at The Lakeside School 
in Seattle. 

Since coming to Pingry in 
1999, Mr. Klingler has also 
served as Head of the Character 
Committee and the Head Coach 
of the Middle School Boys  ̓Soc-
cer A Team.

According to Science Depart-
ment Head Mr. Chuck Coe, Mr. 
Klingler has “made long lasting 
contributions” in his four years at 
Pingry. When asked to describe 
Mr. Klingler in a few words, Mr. 
Coe responded, “You cannot do 
justice to him in a few words,” 
but he added that Mr. Klingler is 
“irreverent and fun.”

Mr. Klingler received his 
Bachelors degree from Grinnell 
College and his Masters Degree 
from the University of Notre 
Dame. Upon completing his 
Masters, Mr. Klingler moved to 
Chicago where he taught at the 
Latin School. He later moved to 
Connecticut where he took a job 
teaching physics at Miss Porter s̓ 
School. 

When his wife s̓ job required 
a transfer to New Jersey, Mr. 
Klinger accepted the physics 
position at Pingry.

Austin Lan (III), former mid-
dle school soccer player, was 
surprised and disappointed upon 
hearing about Mr. Klinglerʼs 
departure. “I will miss him. I 
thought that he would be varsity 
soccer coach next year,” Lan 
said. 

Looking back on the 2002 
soccer season, Lan recalled that 
Mr. Klingler had been “humble 
and quiet. Everyone thought that 
he was not a good soccer player 
until, at the end of the year, he 
just ripped one [soccer ball] into 
the corner of the net.”

Mr. Klingler looks forward to 
the cooler and moister weather of 
Washington State, where his wife 
is already working.  He said, “If 
Iʼm going to be dripping water, 
Iʼd like it to be raining on me 
rather than sweating out of my 
body.” 

When asked how he felt about 
leaving Mr. Klingler said, “Iʼve 
had a great time. The science 
faculty is great fun—strange 
but my kind of strange. I will 
miss Pingry. I have a lot of good 
friends in the faculty.”

N. Lee (IV)
Mr. Wang playfully holds a water gun up to the camera.

Mr. Wang is leaving because 
he feels that “in order to be a bet-
ter teacher, I need to take another 
step in life.” 

When asked what he would 
miss about Pingry, Mr. Wang 
responded, “Iʼll miss everything. 
Iʼll miss Pingry as an institution. 
I have such an opportunity to do 
so many things here, and that s̓ 
what Iʼm going to miss.” 

One of his favorite things has 
been the chance to “interact with 
so many students at so many 
different levels.”

When asked about Mr. 
Wang s̓ impact on his depart-
ment and the school, Herr La-
valette, Head of the Foreign 
Language Department, spoke of 
him with great fondness. 

“He connected with the stu-
dents on many levels,” Herr 
Lav said, “from juggling in the 
hallways, to conducting Frisbee 
sessions on the grounds behind 
the school, to working on the 
stage sets for the middle school 
play, to playing his bassoon in 
“Alice in Wonderland.” 

 “His scope and range are 
broad,” he added, “because his 
interests are so varied. We will 
miss his energy and his sincere 
desire to see the good in all of us 
and celebrate it.”

Perhaps the last word on what 
his colleagues and students will 
miss about Mr. Wang has to do 
with his inimitable humor.  He 
preferred that the headline of 
this article be, “Mr. Wang to 
fl ee country in disgrace.”  It s̓ 
that kind of spirit, that makes 
Tina Christakos (VI) say, “Even 
though I never had him as a 
teacher, heʼs the kind of per-
son who is always stopping 
people in the halls and everyone 
knows.”

By JEREMY TEICHER (IV)

Mr. Klingler Leaves 
For Seattle, Wash.

By JOHN SCRUDATO (III)

Mr. Bowes To Study
Education At Harvard

By HADLEY JOHNSON (III)

Mr. Bowes helps a student with a history paper.
N. Lee (IV)

Mr. Klingler teaches physics to juniors Kevin Kurylak 
and Eric Schonberg.

N. Lee (IV)
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Mr. Huetteman says goodbye at his farewell luncheon.
Courtesy of  Dr. Susan Dineen

After fi fteen years, Technol-
ogy Director Mr. Robert Huette-
man is retiring to spend time 
pursuing his other interests.

Mr. Huetteman joined the 
school in 1989, after working 
27 years with Eastern Airlines. 
He became a self-described 
“jack of all trades” in the school 
community.

departments once again, this time 
joining the Technology Team, 
where he coordinated technol-
ogy purchases and repairs. He 
directed the purchase of the 
equipment that now comprises 
of the school s̓ high-speed net-
work connections, as well as the 
school s̓ computers, printers, and 
scanners.

Under Mr. Huetteman s̓ ap-
proval, the school also purchased 

began during his tenure.
“During my time here, Iʼve 

seen students become a lot more 
tech-savvy. When I fi rst joined, 
the teachers and students were 
just about even technology-wise. 
Now it s̓ not like that,” he said.

He adds, however, that some 
teachers have not embraced 
technology as much as others. 
He says that former teacher Mr. 
Antoine DuBourg was so averse 
to technology that when Mr. 
Huetteman showed him how 
to send an email, Mr. DuBourg 
swore he would never send one 
again.

When asked to comment on 
the future of technology at the 
school, Mr. Huetteman now 
says, “I think technology is 
going sky-high from here. If I 
come back in 10 years, I won t̓ 
recognize this place.”

Mr. Huetteman is planning a 
move to Florida, where he hopes 
to pursue golf, tennis, boating, 
and horseback riding. He also 
plans to work in some volunteer 
jobs. “I think it s̓ important to 
give back to the community,” 
he said.

Many have said they will 
miss Mr. Huetteman. English 
Teacher Mr. Dean Sluyter said, 
“Mr. Huetteman is just a great 
guy. He really is—if you look 
up ʻservice with a smile in the 
dictionary,  ̓ there s̓ a picture of 
him there.”

Mr. Huetteman Retires to Fl.
By ADAM GOLDSTEIN (IV)

2004-2005
PEER LEADERS

Ashley Artis
Thomas Ansen-Wilson

Julie Ann Aueron
Christopher Collins

Abigail Conger
Keith Dungo

Catherine Donne
Obinna Eboh

Elizabeth Encarnacion
Pamela Lang
Aaron Kellner

Catie Lee
Josh Leight

Louisa Moller
Robby Magrane
Katharine Olson

John Moore
Maggie O’Toole
Hayden Reich

Amanda Pagoulatos
Jonathan Roberts

Marta Popiolek
Chip Shaffer

Maggie Porges
Michael Silber

Alison Sarokhan
James Somers

Dana Van Brunt
Mike Stuzynski

Alix Watson
Angelo Tartanian

Middle School history 
teacher Mr. Anthony Bowes 
will leave Pingry for one 
year to pursue a masters pro-
gram in education at Harvard 
University.

Mr. Bowes is “a laid-back 
teacher, whom students can 
relate to,” says Catherine 
Chong (III). Mr. Bowes re-
turns the compliment, stating 
that his favorite part of being 
a teacher is  “hanging around 
with the very smart and tal-
ented kids at Pingry.” 

Mr. Bowes, who gradu-
ated from Pingry in 1996, 
did undergraduate work at 
Middlebury College and is 
currently attending Rutgers 
University to earn a graduate 
degree in world history. 

When asked what mo-
tivated him to become a 
teacher, he said, “I wanted 
to come back and work with 
the teachers I had.”

M r.  B o w e s  h a s  b e e n 
teaching at Pingry for three 
years. Chong describes his 
classes as “integrating cur-
rent events and history to 
make the classes fun and 
interesting.”

In addition to teaching 
Forms I and II, Mr. Bowes 
coaches lacrosse, football, 
and skiing. Mr. Bowes says 
his favorite aspect of coach-
ing is “being outside and 
having a good time with-
out worrying about things 
like homework and assign-
ments.” 

Mr. Bowes sees a paral-
lel between coaching and 
teaching. “Instead of using 
books in coaching, you use 
games to teach teamwork 
and perseverance,” he says. 
“In the classroom you teach 
facts and dates and assign 
homework.”

His least favorite part 
of teaching is chaperoning 
school dances, which, he 
says, “always seem to occur 
on Fridays and Saturdays 
when I would like to be at 
my own dances.”

Students  and teachers 
both have expressed admi-
ration for Mr. Bowes  ̓com-
passion and his connection 
to students. Ally Melligon 
(III) often visits Mr. Bowes 
even though he taught her 
in seventh grade. She noted 
that he once offered her a 
dollar to buy food during a 
particularly lazy conference 
period.

History teacher Mr. John 

Raby calls Mr. Bowes “a 
gifted teacher and a real 
natural. Troops of kids come 
to visit him, including kids 
he had in years past.”

Though he learned the 
Honor Code as a Pingry 
student,  Mr. Bowes says 
the most important thing he 
will take away from Pingry 
is the understanding that the 
Honor Code is applicable 
both inside and outside of 
the school community.

When asked what he will 
miss most about Pingry, Mr. 
Bowes replies, “I will miss 
the very good friends I have, 
both student and faculty.”

Mr. Huetteman first began  
with the maintenance crew. 
The next year, he joined the 
bookstore, where he managed 
inventory and ordered items to 
make sure. 

Mr. Huetteman later trans-
ferred to the main business of-
fi ce, where he worked to provide  
the school with its necessary 
supplies. 

Mr. Huetteman then switched 

not sure what he will do after 
receiving his degrees. He may 
continue his education and be-
come a college professor, or he 
may teach high school again. 

“I am not really sure what I 
want to teach, but I know I will 
teach,” Mr. Wang said. “I would 
love to be able to teach ancient 
history with a language compo-
nent or an ancient language with 
a history component.” 

coached the student Quizbowl 
team, which he notes is now 
a “championship Quizbowl 
team.” He has also been a large 
part of the Middle School play 
for the past two years and runs 
the hockey scoreboard.

He says that some of his high 
points in the school were “defi -
nitely the national Quizbowl 
tournament in St. Louis, and 
interacting with my fi rst advisor 

the computers and networking 
equipment for its mobile com-
puter carts and wireless “hot 
spots” around the school. The 
faculty laptop program also 



Mr. Joseph Sebarenzi, a sur-
vivor of the genocide in Rwan-
da, spoke at the annual Holo-
caust memorial assembly on 
Friday, May 7.  He was invited 
to the school by the Awareness 
Society and by history teacher 
Mrs. Madeline Landau. 

Mr. Sebarenziʼs lecture, 
“Genocide of Tutsi in Rwanda,” 
provided the historical back-
ground and immediate causes 
of the genocide, including anec-
dotes and details of the confl ict 
and information on how recon-
ciliation is proceeding today.  

The genocide in Rwanda oc-
curred from April to June 1994. 
The confl ict between two native 
African tribes, the Hutu and the 
Tutsi, lasted one hundred days, 
and 800,000 people were killed. 
The rate at which Tutsi and 
moderate Hutus were murdered 
was greater than that of the Ho-
locaust during WWII.  

Mr. Sebarenzi stressed that it 
is important to raise awareness 
so that genocide does not hap-
pen again. “I urge the interna-
tional community to not repeat 
the failure of Rwanda,” he said. 
He believes that the world com-
munity and the United Nations 
did not do enough to prevent the 
atrocities in Rwanda and that 
they are no better prepared to 
deal with genocide now. 

Mr. Sebarenzi noted, howev-
er, that focusing anger towards 
the world community is not a 
good way to move forward. He 
wants reconciliation and for-
giveness between the two tribes 
and said that, “Forgiveness is 
not easy. It is costly, but the cost 
of not forgiving is higher.” 

Restorative justice will break 
the cycle of violence and re-
venge between the two tribes, 
Mr. Sebarenzi said. He advo-
cates a power sharing agreement 
between the Hutu and Tutsi and 
noted that, as a world power, 
the United States has a respon-
sibility to help restore justice 
in Rwanda. The US should act 
even though it has no interest in 
Rwanda for its resources. 

Sharing power is especially 
hard in Rwanda because the 

Hutu are a large majority of 
the population. Any new gov-
ernment needs to be able to 
represent all the citizens without 
giving the majority too much 
power. 

Mr. Sebarenzi likes the US 
system of government. While 
representation in the House of 
Representatives is in proportion 
to each stateʼs population, all 
states have the same representa-
tion in the Senate. 

Mr. Sebarenzi said Rwanda 
needs a government with inclu-
sive democracy which would 
be “agreed upon by all ethnic 
groups and take into account the 
fears of each group.” All ethnic 
groups would be represented and 
the “universal principals of de-
mocracy [would be] respected,” 
Mr. Sebarenzi said. 

According to Mr. Sebarenzi, 
the current president of Rwanda, 
Paul Kagame, “was a good war-
rior but is not a good political 
leader.” He said that the gov-
ernment is repressive because 
of the legacy of genocide, and 
underlying tensions between 
the two tribes are preventing any 
government that would share 
power fairly. He adds that these 
tensions are not being discussed 
openly. 

Mr. Sebarenzi said the best 
way for Americans to help 
Rwanda is to push our elected 
leaders to put the US govern-
ment behind talks in Rwanda. 
Open discussion is essential for 
reconciliation and prevention. In 
order to move on from the past 
and prevent future genocide, 
the old differences between the 
two tribes need to be brought 
to the front and dealt with once 
and for all. 

The Hutu-Tutsi confl ict dates 
to the times when imperial pow-
ers ruled Rwanda. The Belgians 
set the tribes against each other 
by supporting one tribe and el-
evating members of that tribe to 
leadership positions. 

When the Tutsis wanted in-
dependence from imperial rule, 
the Belgians switched support 
to the Hutus who controlled the 
government until the genocide. 
The 1994 genocide began when 
Rwandan President Juvenal 
Habyarimana s̓ plane was shot 
down after he had agreed to a 
power-sharing plan with the 
Tutsis.  The Hutus used the 
Tutsi tribe as a scapegoat, blam-
ing them for killing the Hutu 
president. 

Rwanda is now on the road 
to recovery. Businesses are 
running, students are going 
to school, and there is peace 
throughout the country. How-
ever, people are still traumatized 
by the past brutality, and the 
possibility of more violence is 
eminent. 

Mr. Sebarenzi said that when 
he is asked to talk about Rwanda, 
“I feel relief.” 

Caitlin Jennings (IV) agreed 
that “it s̓ good to focus on geno-
cide so that it can be prevented in 
the future,” said. She noted that 
“it is good that a modern geno-
cide was used as an example so 
people realize that it still hap-
pens today.”

Most of Mr. Sebarenzi s̓ fam-
ily, as well as 90% of the Tutsis 
in his neighborhood, died in the 
genocide. Mr. Sebarenzi said 
that his personal experience in 
Rwanda was typical among Tut-
sis. Despite this, Mr. Sebarenzi 
said he “still believes in the 
goodness of mankind.”

This year ʼs prom took 
place May 29 at Headquar-
ters Plaza Hotel in Mor-
ristown. Mrs. Cassidy, the 
Prom Advisor for the past 
eight years, said, “We donʼt 
do themes for prom. Prom 
is much more formal, like 
a wedding. However, we do 
have a color scheme.”

Dates were not required to 
attend the prom, and students 
were even encouraged to 
come dateless with a group 
of friends. Mrs. Cassidy 
estimated from past experi-
ence that about 20% of the 
people attending the prom 
come without dates.

This yearʼs prom stirred 
some controversy about tick-
et pricing. Tickets, if bought 
on time, cost 90 dollars each. 
Fines on late tickets went 
towards paying for the tick-
ets of students who needed 
financial aid. Many students 
felt that the price for tickets 
was exorbitant and unneces-

sary. 
Mrs. Cassidy, however, 

said that this year the pricing 
was just enough to cover the 
cost of the hotel ($70/per-
son), party favor, security, 
DJ, and decorations. 

Next year the prom com-
mittee would like to cut 
prices to 70 dollars.  Mrs. 
Cassidy explained that prices 
were high because “We had 
to move the prom from a 
Friday to a Saturday for the 
track meet.  Saturdays in 
wedding season are much 
more expensive.” 

The prom committee dis-
cussed cutting prices by 
holding next yearʼs prom in 
the gym, but that motion was 
dismissed. Mrs. Cassidy said 
that it is so difficult to cut 
prices because, “To cut the 
price of tickets by 5 dollars 
per kid, we would have to 
raise 1500 dollars. We donʼt 
fundraise because weʼre an 
affluent school.” 

The chaperones for this 
year's prom were Mr. Cor-
vino, Mr. and Mrs. Cassidy, 

Mrs. and Mr. Chatterji, Mr. 
and Mrs. Giarusso, Mr. Fa-
hey, Ms. Holmes, and Mr. 
Rohdie. Mrs. Cassidy said 
she was sure that this prom, 
compared to past proms, will 
be, “Just as nice.”

Julie Johnson (V), a mem-
ber of the prom committee, 
said, “I feel like the color 
theme was especially nice, 
because the addition of tropi-
cal colors made prom look 
more appealing than if ev-
eryone was wearing black 
and white.”

Though some students 
complained about the food, 
most enjoyed the night. “I 
never thought a senior prom 
could be so fun!” said Andy 
Schelsinger (VI). “The mu-
sic choices were better than I 
expected, and I think every-
one had a lot of fun on the 
dance floor.”

David Spett (VI) com-
ments, “My date and I had a 
great time.”

“It was a great ending 
memory for the senior class,” 
said Ravi Parikh (VI).

By MELISSA LOEWINGER (III)

Annual Prom Held in Morristown; Price Increases

Rwanda Survivor 
Addresses Students

By NADINE REITMAN (IV)

On April 27, ten juniors and 
eleven seniors were elected 
into Pingryʼs Cum Laude So-
ciety. The ceremony took place 
during Morning Meeting and 
was coordinated by Director 
of Studies Mrs. Lydia Gea-
cintov.

The purpose of the society 
is “to celebrate the academic 
and intellectual work of the 
student through peers honoring 
peers,” says Mrs. Geacintov. 
“Members are perceived by 
their peers as intellectual lead-
ers in the school.”

Members, who are inducted 
for the rest of their academic 
and intellectual careers, receive 
a pin and a booklet listing the 
societyʼs laws. Schools often 
ask members of the society to 
serve as tutors to underclass-
men during their senior year.

The new members are elect-
ed each year by the existing 
members of the society, which 
includes last yearʼs inductees 
and faculty members who were 

Cum Laude Society Elects New Members
By DANIELLE PERETORE (V)

inducted in their high schools 
or colleges. “Itʼs a very clean 
type of election process, where 
students elect peers that they 
feel have a genuine pursuit 
of knowledge rather than at-
tempting to get the best grades 
or get into the best colleges,” 
explains Mrs. Geacintov. 

The election process begins 
with a list provided by the guid-
ance office of students who 
have a B+ average or better, are 
taking honors or AP classes, 
carry a college preparatory cur-
riculum, and are on the honor 
roll.  Eligible students are then 
listed in descending order, and 
the members of the society 
go through the list, making 
pertinent comments on each 
nominee. “There is absolutely 
no negativity allowed,” says 
Mrs. Geacintov. 

In the fi rst election round, 
members first vote for any 
students whom they wish to 
see inducted into the society. 
In the second round, members 
are only allowed to vote for 
nominees who received votes 

in the first round. They are 
also only allowed to vote for 
the same amount of nominees 
as spots available, which, as 
only 20 percent of each grade 
can ultimately be inducted into 
the society, is 10 percent of 
each grade. 

Usually, explains Mrs. Gea-
cintov, the second round is the 
fi nal cut: “The Cum Laude So-
ciety is a peer group, so I donʼt 
like the election process to be 
too heavily faculty infl uenced. 
I think the kids come out and 
feel good about the process.” 
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N. Lee (IV)
Cum Laude Inductee Andrew Young (V) receives his award from Mr. Fred Fayen. Ten juniors and eleven seniors 
were inducted this year into the academic honors society.
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Juniors Kristen Brodgesell, Amanda Dumville and Caraline 
Sogliuzzo dance at this year's prom.

C. Savello (V)

Cum Laude Inductees
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Thomas Glazer

Liam Griff

Max Haines-Stiles

Paul Kolb

Emily Majka

Caroline Na
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Jenna Whiteley

Elana Wilf

Robert Zacharias

Form VIForm V



THE PINGRY RECORD SCHOOL NEWS JUNE 6, 2004

Student Government hosted 
the annual Spring Fling concert 
on May 14. Students provided 
entertainment and live music on 
the lawn outside the back of the 
school until the headlining band, 
Tally Hall, opened at 8:15 pm. 

Skinny White Guys, the open-
ing band, featured Max Cooper 

(IV), Adam Goldstein (IV), 
Eddie Layng (IV), Will Parham 
(IV), and Chris Scavone (III), 
with Caroline Holt (III) as guest 
singer, Rohan Mathew as guest 
piano player and Josh Grant (IV) 
as guest cowbell player.  The 
group performed funk songs, 
including the Neville Brothers  ̓
“Fire on the Bayou,” Herbie 
Hancock s̓ “Chameleon,” War s̓ 
“Low Rider,” and Blue Oyster 

The Alumni Photography Ex-
hibition was displayed from May 
7 through May 27 in the Art Gal-
lery of the Hostetter Arts Center. 
Alumni Bruce Morrison, class of 
1964, and Dwight Hiscano, class 
of 1981, showcased some of their 
best professional photographs.

Both of the alumni have been 
working in photography for many 
years. Specializing in natural pho-
tography, their works have similar 
subject matters. Despite their 
similarities, each has developed 
his own unique style. “It has taken 
each of us time to develop our 
own eye in terms of what we see 
and how it transforms into fi lm” 
Mr. Morrison, who specializes in 
wildlife photography, says.

Although Mr. Morrison says 
his education here did not directly 
help him in becoming a nature 
photographer, he says, “The 
encouragement to think indepen-
dently and try new adventures 
laid the ground work that even-
tually led me to this point in my 
life.” He also credits Mr. Miller 
Bugliari s̓ biology class.   

Even as a child, Mr. Morrison 
says he enjoyed photographing 
nature. “I really enjoy being 
outside and the photography aug-
ments that interest,” he adds.

After working on Wall Street 
for almost twenty years, he 
changed careers to become a 
professional photographer. Since 
then, he has co-written The Pho-
tographer s̓ Guide to the Maine 
Coast, a travel and photography 
book.

Mr. Hiscano is widely rec-
ognized as one of the stateʼs 
leading outdoor photographers. 
He has been shooting landscape 
photography for almost twenty 
years and his prints are featured in 
exhibits, galleries, and museums 

Cult s̓ “The Reaper.”
Jack Zoephel (VI), David 

Asch (VI), Jason Levinn (VI), 
and guest piano player Rohan 
Mathew followed Skinny White 
Guys with a wide range of mu-
sic. From “Desperado,” a song 
from the seniors  ̓ Independent 
Study Project, to Metallicaʼs 
“Fade to Black” and Dispatch s̓ 
“Headlights”, the group played 
everything from blues to hard 
rock.

Tally Hall, the featured band, 
opened at 8:15 pm. Based in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, Tally 
Hall is comprised of Univer-
sity of Michigan students Steve 
Gallagher, Zubin Sedghi, Rob 
Cantor, Joe Hawley, and Andrew 
Horowitz ʻ01. The fi ve mem-
bers, clad in white oxfords and  
brightly-colored ties, created the 
band two years ago. Horowitz, 
the band's keyboard player, won 
the 2004 John Lennon Songwrit-
ing Contest for Tally Hall's fi rst 
song, “Good Day.” Horowitz 
received 1st place honors and a 
$10,000 scholarship.

Tally Hall opened with two 
songs from their first album, 
“Party Boobytrap EP,” includ-
ing “Good Day” and “Greener.” 
The group also performed songs 
from their newest album, “Wel-
come to Tally Hall,” including 
“Banana Man,” “Two Wuv,” 
and the groupʼs theme song, 
“Welcome to Tally Hall.” In 
addition, the group performed 
renditions of songs by Weezer 
and other popular bands.

After the concert, students 

purchased the band s̓ merchan-
dise, which included their latest 
album and Tally Hall t-shirts. 
Many students also asked the 
band members for their auto-
graphs.

Student Government invited 
Tally Hall back to perform for 
this year s̓ Spring Fling after the 
group s̓ success as an opener for 
David Berkeley ʻ94 last year. 
The band agreed to take a cut 
in commission in order to bring 
down the cost of tickets to $15 
and increase attendance.

In addition to live music, 
the event included a barbeque, 
provided by the school cafeteria.. 
History teacher Mr. Ted Cor-
vino also brought his business, 
Corvino s̓ Italian Ice, to the event 
and provided free Italian ice to 
Spring Fling s̓ attendees. 

Alexander Savello (III), presi-
dent of the Astronomy Club, 
brought out the schoolʼs new 
eleven-inch Schmidt Cassigrain 
telescope purchased by the club 
earlier this year. Students and 
teachers took advantage of the 
clear night and cool weather to 
view Saturn and Jupiter through 
the telescope. 

Though student government 
members say that attendance was 
lower than expected, junior class 
representative Catie Lee (V) 
said, “The people who didnʼt go 
really missed out on a lot of fun 
and a great concert from Tally 
Hall. They appealed to a lot of 
people, and hopefully theyʼll 
be willing to play for us again 
next year.” 

Michigan Band Tally Hall Performs at 
Spring Fling; Student Bands Open
By CAROLINE SAVELLO (V) 
and NADINE REITMAN (IV)

The Pingry Drama Depart-
ment and the New York Arts 
Collective will host a workshop 
of professional actors, play-
wrights and designers from July 
16 through July 19. The ensem-
ble will present staged readings 
of ten ten-minute plays in the 
Macrae Theater on the evening 
of July 19.

Drama Teacher and Director 
Mr. Al Romano says well-es-
tablished and new playwrights 
alike, many of them Pingry 
Alumni, are writing the short 
plays that the actors will per-
form. In mid-June, the play-
wrights will submit their plays 
to Mr. Romano, Mr. Wayne 
Kasserman ʼ94 and New York 
Arts Collective artists, who will 
pick ten of the plays that will 
“provide a diverse experience 
for the actors and the audience,” 
Mr. Romano says. 

Mr. Romano says the goal 
of the workshop is to showcase 
up-and-coming playwrights and 
their plays. He also wants to pro-
vide an opportunity for alumni 
and New York Arts Collective 
members to collaborate in the 
production of “rich, challenging 
material and thoughtful, creative 
ensemble work.”

The entire workshop will 
involve ten playwrights, five 
directors and between fifteen 
and twenty professional actors. 
Each of the fi ve directors will be 
responsible for two shows.

Mr. Romano adds that current 
Pingry students may have the 
opportunity to intern during the 
workshop, helping and learning 
from the stage manger, produc-
tion staff, and actors. The interns 
will also have the opportunity to 
meet working actors, directors 
and designers.

Mr. Romano is also planning 
a playwriting contest for current 
students. He hopes that students 
will write and submit their own 
ten-minute plays, of which the 
winning play will earn a per-
formance at the workshop the 
following summer. Mr. Romano 
says he will announce more 
information pertaining to this 
competition at the start of the 
coming school year.

NEW YORK ACTORS
TO PERFORM AT
SCHOOL THIS JULY
By MICHELLE YUAN (III)

The Henry Stifel award was 
presented to senior Jack Zoephel 
at a special assembly on Monday, 
April 19. 

The Stifel family created the 
award in 1985 in conjunction 
with the Stifel Paralysis Research 
Foundation after their son, Henry 
G. Stifel III ʻ83, was paralyzed 
from the shoulders down in a 
car accident during spring break 
of 1982. 

Mr. Stifel, who presented 
the award after an introduction 
from friend and Middle School 
Director Dr. Robert Macrae, said 
the award is given annually to an 
individual who “has been faced 
with an adverse situation and has 
shown the optimism and courage 
to move forward. It is an award to 
recognize the bond between that 
individual and the Pingry com-
munity and the growth that they 
have both experienced.”

The award is often, but not 
exclusively, given to a student 
who has excelled both in extra-
curricular and academic work 
at Pingry despite a challenging 
physical condition. 

Zoephel, this year s̓ recipient, 
was born with Legg-Calve-
Perthes disease, a degenerative 
hip condition that restricts blood 
fl ow to the femur, inducing pain 
and weakening the hip joint. 

Despite three hip operations, 
one knee operation and months 
spent wearing a leg brace, Zo-
ephel is Co-Captain of the varsity 
water polo team and the Captain 
of the boys varsity swim team. 
He also plays trumpet and guitar 
for the Jazz Band, the Brass 
Choir, and for outside music 
groups. Next year, Zoephel says 
he plans to study the music in-

dustry at University of Southern 
California in Los Angeles.

Guidance Counselor Mrs. Pa-
tricia Lionetti and Boys  ̓Varsity 
Swim Coach Mr. Bill Reichle 
nominated Zoephel for this 
year s̓ award. Mr. Stifel says Jack 
won this year s̓ award because 
of his “incredible courage and 
strength, as well as his ability 
to stay mentally focused despite 
physical challenges.”

Zoephel says he is glad to 
have been this year s̓ recipient 
of the Stifel Award, saying, “It s̓ a 
great honor to be recognized and 
to meet Henry Stifel. He was so 
complimentary to me, and I have 
a lot of respect for him.”

Before his accident in 1982, 
Mr. Stifel says he considered 
himself a “typical member of 
the Pingry community,” having 

throughout New Jersey.
His focus on the landscape 

of New Jersey attempts to show 
outsiders the natural beauty of 
the state. In his collection of 
photographs published in his 
book New Jersey, The Natural 
State, he writes, “I am hopeful 
that those who see this […] will 
be moved by the awesome natural 
beauty that each region of New 
Jersey holds, and that they will be 
inspired to rediscover our state.”

Mr. Miles Boyd, Chair of 
the fine arts department, says, 
“The photos done by the two 
alumni are beautiful. They are 
very elegant and people just love 
them.”

Mr. Boyd adds that the pho-
tos appeal to people because 
they use subjects that everyone 
can identity with. He hopes the 
images will provide inspiration 
for current students interested in 
photography.

Mr. Morrison says, “Hope-
fully, my images will inspire 
people to appreciate the natural 
world around them. If my work 
inspires any of Pingry s̓ photogra-
phy students in a small way, then 
I would be honored.”

attended the school since kin-
dergarten. In high school, Mr. 
Stifel was a star on the varsity 
soccer and lacrosse teams. Af-
ter the accident, Mr. Stifel was 
unable to return to Pingry until 
December of 1982. However, 
with the help and encouragement 
of his classmates and teachers, he 
graduated with the class of 1983. 
He graduated from William and 
Mary College in 1987 and now 
works for Morgan Stanley. 

Dr. Macrae, who was a se-
nior at Pingry when Mr. Stifel 
was injured, said, “Henry Stifel 
responded to his accident with 
amazing courage and endurance, 
and is truly a person worthy of 
much admiration. The Stifel 
award is one of the most impor-
tant and memorable assemblies 
we have each year.”

By MARTA POPIOLEK (V)

The Alumni Photography Show was on display through May.
N. Lee (IV)

Alumni Art Is Exhibited
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Max Cooper (IV) sings at Spring Fling with guest piano 
player Rohan Mathew.

Courtesy of  Mrs. Deirdre O'Mara
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Zoephel Wins Stifel Award For 
Excellence Through Adversity

By CHANTAL BERMAN (IV)

Courtesy of R. Mathew
Jack Zoephel (VI) has led the Varsity water polo and 
swimming teams this year.
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Seniors Eschew Classes for Independent Projects
music, which expressed the 
free-flowing nature of glass 
with the rhythm of music.

In order to pursue his love of 
animation, Alex Kasten studied 
the animation styles of Terry 
Gilliam, an artist known best for 
his work in Monty Python and 
South Park, hoping to explore 
in-depth the field of animation.

Kevin McIver and Ben 
Williams created an “ultimate 
sculpture,” merging glass and 
clay. The project included test-
ing and modifying the chemical 
properties of the clay in order 
to make it stick to glass. Both 
also learned basic glassblowing 
techniques in order to create the 
finished product.

Guy Merin explored wood-
working under the direction of 
Mr. Boyd, taking many pictures 
of the finished products.

Dance
Stephanie Madden helped 

run a movement class at the 
Lower School that exposed 
first-, second-, and third-grad-
ers to various dance and drama 
styles. She taught students basic 
improvisation techniques and 
jazz steps.

Fashion
Ali Clarke, Steven Horow-

itz, Ellis Kelleher, and Melissa 
Tyson combined their indi-
vidual talents to put together 
a fashion show. Ali Clarke 
created a catwalk, lighting, and 
photo backdrops, while Steven 
Horowitz recorded music for 
the show and Melissa Tyson 
created the outfits. Ellis Kelle-
her, who continued taking most 
of her classes, helped with orga-
nization and advertising. 

Emily Majka also explored 
fashion, working at the Bridge-
water Sewing Institute to create 
a replica of a Donna Karan 
dress. 

Culinary Arts
Noah Mamis served up caf-

feine to the school community 
by running a coffee shop during 
middle school, C, and E lunches 
and after school. Serving a wide 
selection of coffees, teas, and 
pastries, the profits went to fund 
pediatric AIDS research.

Bryan Zupon worked in 
two professional kitchens to 
learn various cooking tech-
niques. He then photographed 
and compiled a short cookbook 
of his work.

Photography
Blending film, painting, and 

photography, Chelsea Blacker 
put together a giant collage 
summarizing her life. She 
hoped not only to illustrate her 
life but also to show her growth 
as a person.

Christine Hsu took fashion 
photographs, using New York 
City as a backdrop. She printed 
and enhanced her photos at 
school, hoping to develop her 
photographic skills.  

Leslie Hynes and Sarah 
Springmeyer also took pho-
tographs on the streets of New 
York City and developed their 
work at school. They hope to 
create a wall display explor-
ing artistic themes such as the 
people and architecture of New 
York.

Rahvi Parikh pursued his 
own style of art by merging the 
photographic styles of neo-sur-
realism and social expression-
ism. Both styles function as 
social commentaries, reflecting 
issues ignored around the world. 
Parikh submitted his unique 
work to shows and contests, 
which have been on display 
at Somerset County Teen Arts 
Exhibition. He was recently 

named a semi-finalist in the 
International Amateur Photog-
raphy Open. 

Film
With the help of Mr. Del-

man and Mrs. Grant, Jaime 
Delia wrote and directed a film, 
focusing on strong character 
development and the creation 
of realistic dialogue.

Creative Writing
Interested in learning more 

about the publishing world and 
the history of his family, Alex 

Raiffe sent a book proposal 
to Arcadia Publishers. In it, 
he asked to document the his-
tory of his family s̓ stuffed toy 
company, Gund. If the proposal 
is accepted, Alex will spend his 
summer completing the book.

Using New York City as 
inspiration, Andy Schlesinger 
wrote and performed a col-
lection of poetry. He hopes 
to eventually have his work 
published.

INTERNSHIPS
Law and Politics

Hoping to pursue a career in 
law, Athena Arbes worked as a 
law intern at Saiber, Schlesing-
er, Satz, & Goldstein, LLC. 
She proofed legal documents, 
sat in on depositions and court 
hearings, and assisted law as-
sociates. 

 David Spett split his time 
between the American Civil 
Liberties Union and Environ-
mental Defense. At the ACLU, 
Spett did legal research and in-
terviewed people who asked for 
legal aid due to infringement of 
their civil liberties. At Environ-
mental Defense, Spett worked 
in the media and communica-
tions department, reporting and 
writing for the organization s̓ 
two newsletters.
Veterinary Studies and Medicine

Hoping to pursue a career as 
a veterinarian and possessing a 
passion for dogs in particular, 
Katie Lawrence worked at 
St. Hubertʼs Animal Welfare 
Center. There, she explored the 
veterinary field and helped edu-
cate children about animals.

To explore her interest in 
medicine, Tanya Nahvi in-
terned with a doctor at the Sum-
mit Medical Group. She gained 
hands-on experience with var-

ied patients and diseases.
Brittany Nosher interned 

under Dr. Judith Amarosa at 
UMDNJ s̓ Radiology Depart-
ment and created an educational 
exercise to be used by trainees. 

Business and Finance
Isa Bacardi worked in the 

Development office of the 
Link Community School, an 
independent middle school in 
Newark which aims to allow 
economically disadvantaged 
children to pursue higher edu-

cation. Bacardi assisted the 
Development office in fund-
raising and alumni tracking, 
hoping that her experience 
would help to prepare her for a 
career in economics or human 
resources.

Eric Magidson worked at 
four different car dealerships 
in order to gain a better under-
standing of the retail end of the 
car business. Magidson worked 
with managers, salesmen, book-
keepers, and technicians.

Intending to pursue an eco-
nomic, business, or finance ma-
jor next year, Lauren Oplinger 
interned at Credit Suisse First 
Boston in New York City, learn-
ing the trends and history of the 
wireless industry and the details 
of life as a financial analyst.

Isaac Oransky worked at 
the Millburn Bicycle Shop to 
pursue his passion for biking 
and learn about bike repair and 
assembly, sales, and profit effi-
ciency. Oransky also researched 
and analyzed the shop s̓ mer-
chandising strategies and pur-
chases of the in order to increase 
the shop s̓ efficiency. 

Zach Schumann interned 
with Newmark Realty of New 
Jersey, researching large phar-
maceutical companies. He 
aimed to solicit these companies 
to set up offices in New Jersey 
to create new jobs.

Entertainment
Planning to pursue a ca-

reer in television news cast-
ing, Alex Bregman  ob-
served and helped out news 
anchors at MSNBC Studios.

Halley Gross interned at Jay 
Binder Casting in New York 
City, a group which casts chil-
dren and young adults for musi-
cal theatre roles. She interacted 
with many important figures in 

casting and entertainment.
Hotel and Restaurant Mgmt.

John Anagnostis interned 
at the Bridgewater Marriott 
Hotel. Anagnostis explored 
the areas of Room Operations, 
Food and Beverage Manage-
ment, Sales and Marketing, 
and Engineering, in hopes of 
learning about the field he 
would like to pursue as a future 
career. Adam Goldenberg also 
explored the hospitality field in 
his internship at the Somerset 

Hills Hotel. Adam worked at 
the front desk, in the kitchens, 
and in housekeeping.

Mark Hamilton interned 
under the owner of the restau-
rant Grill 23 to learn about the 
restaurant business. He aimed 
to develop an owner s̓ perspec-
tive on the field as opposed to 
his previous perspective as a 
customer.

Interior Design
Rita Chen and Jackie Mar-

cus worked with renowned 
New York interior designer 
Frank Delladonne. Chen and 
Marcus attended contractor 
meetings and learned about 
public relations, construction, 
and decorating, hoping to gain 
experience for a potential pro-
fession.

With interest sparked by 
the popular TV show Trading 
Spaces, Meghan Hess interned 
with Morristown interior deco-
rator Anne Goldsmith. Hess 
and Mrs. Goldsmith worked 
together, often traveling to New 
York City to gather design ideas 
and purchase supplies.

Publishing
Amit Kumar read manu-

scripts and provided the opinion 
of a young reader for Random 
House Publishing. Amit chose 
to ask Random Houseʼs Dr. 
Karp (Pingry Class of ̓ 82) to act 
as his ISP advisor after hearing 
him speak at Senior Career Day 
this year.

Architecture
Andrew Werner interned 

Kohn Pedersen Fox Architects, 
where he learned about all 
aspects of the design process. 
His work included helping the 
project team designing the new 
New York Jets Stadium in Man-
hattan. Because Werner will 
pursue architecture in college, 

he hoped that his work would 
provide a potential for future 
employment with the firm.

ATHLETICS
Training

Laura Boova worked at the 
Athletic Edge Training Center 
as a sports trainer, focusing 
on training athletes and iden-
tifying their weaknesses. In 
addition, Boova learned about 
nutrition and its importance in 
maintaining health and athletic 

prowess. 
To expand their knowledge 

of healthcare and athletic train-
ing, Zach Shanaman and 
Evan Whaley worked in the 
schoolʼs weight room. Zach 
applied what he learned in in-
structing students at the Edge 
School of Wrestling, while 
Evan applied his knowledge by 
helping Coach Scott and Coach 
Forte with physical education 
classes. 

Coaching
Hoping to gain coaching 

experience, Trevor Godfrey-
Dardik and Jamil McClintock 
worked as assistant Middle 
School track coaches and cre-
ated instructional videos of 
running techniques.

EDUCATION
At Pingry

At the Lower Campus, Scott 
Friedman helped teach math 
to fifth and sixth graders, while 
Adam Leibowitz assisted the 
gym teachers in organizing 
grade-appropriate workouts 
and games. 

Also at the Lower Cam-
pus, Elana Wilf and Rebecca 
Speiser worked as second grade 
assistant teachers, working with 
individual groups of students so 
that the students would receive 
more personal attention. 

Outside of Pingry
Possessing a fascination 

with children and a strong 
belief in the advancement of 
social issues, Marissa Drell 
worked for Sesame Street, 
which was founded to help 
educate children from lower-
income families. She helped in 
the development of children s̓ 
online interactive games and 
updated the Sesame Street 
website.

Allison Johnson worked at 
Glenwood Elementary School, 
observing and assisting teachers, 
while also pursuing a photogra-
phy project which consisted of 
turning photographs of ordinary 
objects into abstract images.

Melissa Kronthal assisted 
teachers at the Far Brook School 
in Short Hills. While Kronthal 
mainly helped teachers in 
the technology labs, she also 
worked in the middle school 
science labs. David Noyes also 
worked as a teacher s̓ assistant 
at the Harding School, helping 
to grade math assignments and 
prepare for math lessons. Noyes 
also tutored individual students 
outside of class.

RESEARCH
Ecology

Geoff Cox and Thomas 
Glazer participated in a pro-
gram in Isle Royale, Michigan, 
sponsored by the Earthwatch 
Institute. Geoff and Thomas 
investigated moose and wolves 
in the area, first undergoing 
intense physical and mental 
training to prepare for their 
extensive trek in complete isola-
tion, carrying 40-45 pounds in 
pack frames.

LANGUAGE
Translation

Raj Mehta translated the 
entire Magna Carta from Medi-
eval Latin into English. Though 
Pingry offers only Modern 
Latin, Raj was able to complete 
the translation with the help of 
Dr. Murray and Mr. Varnes.

Culture Immersion
Looking to expand her 

knowledge of foreign languag-
es, Lauren Phillips enrolled in 
an intense month-long language 
immersion study through the 
Berlitz language program. Lau-
ren also spent time studying 
foreign culture.

 
COMMUNITY SERVICE

Volunteering
Gwen Tobert volunteered at 

the North American Riding for 
the Handicapped Association, 
an organization which provides 
equine therapy for the physi-
cally and mentally disabled. 
Gwen cleaned the tracks, cared 
for the horses, led lessons, and 
gave emotional support to the 
riders. Gwen also documented 
her work with photography to 
help spread the message about 
NARHA.

Fundraising
Jenna Whiteley spent a 

week in Eugene, Oregon, with 
Committed Partners of Youth, 
an organization which provides 
mentoring programs for at-risk 
middle and high school stu-
dents. Jenna helped run the or-
ganization s̓ largest fundraiser, 
and, upon returning to school, 
applied what she learned in 
organizing a run to benefit the 
Volunteers of Morris County 
and CPY.       

OTHER
Aiming to encourage work-

place safety and awareness, 
Caroline Na evaluated the 
prevalence of Automatic Ex-
ternal Defibrillator (AED) 
machines in local business. 
Caroline spoke with business 
owners about purchasing such 
machines if they did not already 
own one.

In order to gain a better grasp 
on modern cultural thought, 
Robert Zacharias read influen-
tial books and watched classic 
movies, recording his reactions 
to such works as The Grapes 
of Wrath and Casablanca in a 
journal.

Senior Noah Mamis's ISP, a non-profit coffee shop in the school cafeteria, has raised over $300 for pediatric AIDS research.
N. Lee (IV)
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Albright College 1 0

American University 2 0

Amherst College 1 0

Babson College 3 2

Barnard College 2 1

Bates College 3 0

Boston College 3 1

Boston University 9 2

Bowdoin College 1 0

Brandeis University 2 1

Booklyn College of the 
CUNY

1 1

Brown University 2 2

Bryn Mawr College 2 1

Bucknell University 6 3

Butler University 1 0

Carleton College 1 0

Carnegie Mellon 
University

5 2

Case Western Reserve 
University

2 0

Cedar Crest College 1 0

Central State University 1 0

Cheyney University of 
Pennsylvania

2 0

University of Chicago 6 2

Clark University 1 0

Clemson University 5 1

Colby College 2 1

Colgate University 6 0

University of Colorado 
at 
Boulder

4 2

Colorado College 1 1

Columbia University 3 3

Connecticut College 2 0

University of 
Connecticut

1 0

Cooper Union for the 
Ad-vancement of 
Science & Art

1 0

Coppin State College 1 0

Cornell University 4 3

Dartmouth College 4 2

Davidson College 1 1

University of Delaware 3 1

Denison University 1 0

University of Denver 1 0

DePaul University 1 0

Dickinson College 4 1

Drew University 4 1

Drexel University 2 0

Duke University 1 1

Elon University 1 1

Emory University 3 1

Fairfield University 4 2

Fairleigh Dickinson 
Univer-
sity, Madison

1 0

Fordham University 2 0

Franklin & Marshall 
College

7 2

Furman University 1 0

The George Washington 
University

7 4

Georgetown University 6 6

University of Georgia 1 0

Gettysburg College 8 2

Grinnell College 1 0

Guilford College 1 0

Hampton University 2 0

Hartwick College 1 0

Harvard University 4 4

Harvey Mudd College 1 0

Haverford College 2 0

Hobart & William 
Smith
Colleges

4 0

College of the Holy 
Cross

1 1

Howard University 3 2

Illinois Institute of 
Technology

1 0

Ithaca College 2 0

James Madison 
University

2 0

Johns Hopkins 
University

2 1

Johnson & Wales 
University

1 1

Johnson C. Smith 
University

1 0

Juniata College 1 0

Kenyon College 3 1

Lafayette College 7 1

Lehigh University 8 3

Limestone College 1 0

Loyola College in 
Maryland

3 1

Macalester College 1 0

Mary Washington 
College

2 1

University of Maryland, 
Eastern Shore

1 0

University of Maryland, 
College Park

4 1

McGill University 2 1

Miami University 4 2

University of Miami 3 0

University of Michigan 1 0

Middlebury College 1 0

University of 
Mississippi

1 0

Mount Holyoke 
College

2 1

Muhlenberg College 3 0

New Jersey Institute of 
Technology

1 0

New York University 11 4

Norfolk State 
University

1 0

The University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill

1 0

Northeastern Ohio 
Universities College of 
Medicine

1 0

Northeastern University 3 0

Northwestern 
University

4 3

Oberlin College 1 0

Franklin W. Olin, 
College of Engineering

1 1

Pennsylvania State 
University, Berks-
Lehigh Valley

1 0

Pennsylvania State 
University, Delaware 
County

1 0

Pennsylvania State 
University, Erie: The 
Behrend College

1 0

Pennsylvania State 
University, University 
Park

4 0

University of 
Pennsylvania

6 6

Pomona College 1 0

Princeton University 2 2

Principia College 1 0

Providence College 1 1

Quinnipiac University 1 0

Reed College 2 0

Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute

2 0

Rhode Island School of 
Design

1 1

University of Rhode 
Island

1 0

Rhodes College 2 0

Rice University 1 0

University of Richmond 6 6

Rochester Institute of 
Technology

1 1

University of Rochester 1 0

Roger Williams 
University

1 0

Rollins College 2 0

Rutgers, the State 
University of New 
Jersey

16 0

Saint Joseph's 
University

4 1

Saint Michael's College 2 0

Sarah Lawrence 
College

2 0

Siena College 1 0

Skidmore College 5 0

Smith College 2 0

University of Southern 
California

2 1

Spelman College 2 0

St. John's College 1 0

St. John's University 1 0

Stanford University 3 3

Stevens Institute of 
Technology

1 0

Stonehill College 1 0

Susquehanna 
University

1 0

Swarthmore College 3 1

Syracuse University 1 1

Temple University 1 0

Thiel College 1 0

Trinity College 3 1

Tufts University 3 0

Tulane University 3 0

Union College 8 1

Vanderbilt University 4 3

University of Vermont 4 0

University of Victoria 1 0

Villanova University 3 1

Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State 
University

2 1

Virginia State 
University

1 0

Wake Forest University 2 0

Washington and Lee 
University

1 1

Washington University 
in St. Louis

3 1

University of Western 
Ontario

1 0

Wheaton College 1 0

University of 
Wisconsin, Madison

1 0

The College of Wooster 1 0

Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute

1 1

Yale University 4 4

TOTAL 387 120

This year, seniors received 387 acceptance 
letters from 170 schools. Every senior will be 
attending college. There are 79 colleges in all 
that seniors will attend.

Seventy percent of seniors will be attending 
college in the Northeast. Six percent will be 
going to the Midwest, 6 percent to the West and 
17 percent to the South. Additionally, one student 
will be going to college in Canada.

— David Spett
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Number of career wrestling 
victories for Zach Shanaman 

(VI), a new Pingry record

99
The previous wins record, 
which Shanaman handily 

conquered

2
Pingry female golfers it took 
to win the fi rst ever NJSIAA 
Girls Team Championship 

(Kate Durnan (III), Caroline 
Boyer (V))

9
Pingry Varsity Swimming 

records broken by freshman 
Brian Wilson

4
Matches it took him to break 

all 9 records

70
Goals scored this season 

by Varsity Lacrosse captain 
Liam Griff (VI), a new 

Pingry record.

131; 151
Career goals, career points 
scored by Griff, also Pingry 

records.

BY THE NUMBERS

Boysʼ Lacrosse finished 
their season at 13-4. The 
teamʼs record is the second 
best in school lacrosse his-
tory.

The team won the Som-
erset County Championship 
for the second straight year 
by defeating Bridgewater-
Raritan 6-4. Played under the 
lights at Ridge High School, 
Pingry trailed 3-0 before 
coming from behind in the 
fourth quarter.

Standout players include 
Liam Griff (VI), who set sev-
eral records this year: goals 
in a season, career goals, and 
career points. In addition 
to being named first team 
All-State, Griff garnered All-
America honors. Midfielder 
Kevin McIver (VI) made 
first team All-State and de-
fenseman Ben Williams (VI) 
made second team All-State. 
Defenseman Mike Ventura 
(VI) was named honorable 
mention All-State.

Coach Mike Webster real-
izes that while many great 
seniors will be lost, “we are 
excited to play next year.” 
The 2005 season “will be 
Pingryʼs 50th year of Varsity 
Lacrosse,” Webster added. 
It is the oldest such team in 
New Jersey. 

Girlsʼ Track and Field 
finished their season un-
defeated. Rain caused the 
cancellation of many meets, 
allowing the team to compete 
in only seven competitions. 
On the positive side, they 
beat Chatham to claim the 
Colonial Hills Conference 
championship and topped 
Villa Walsh to win the Paro-
chial B State title. 

Major contributors in the 
state championship included 
Amanda Smith (V) and Erin 
Toner (III), who placed first 
and second, respectively, 
in the 3200m Run. Marissa 
Stock (IV) was impressive, 
with first place in the 400m 
Hurdles, second in the 400m 
Sprint, and third in the 100m 
Hurdles. Throwing standout 
Sarah McMahon (V) won the 
Javelin and Discus competi-
tions and placed second in 
the Shot Put.

Commenting on the teamʼs 
prospects for next year, head 
Track coach David White 
says,  “We are keeping a 
strong nucleus.” He adds 
that the team will be bringing 
up this yearʼs strong eighth 

Girls lacrosse finished 
the season with a record of 
12-5. 

One season highlight was 
beating perennial archrival 
Kent Place by three goals. 
Another memorable game 
came against Bridgewater. 
With time running out in the 
fourth quarter, Bridgewater 
scored to tie the game at 
eight goals apiece. In the en-
suing overtime period, Fran-
ces Callaghan (IV) scored to 
win the game for Pingry.

Major contributors on the 
team included Leslie Hynes 
(VI), Megan Hess (VI), Alex 
Holland (VI), Julie Hamilton 
(IV),  Frances Callaghan 
(IV), and Julie Ann Aueron  
(V). 

As for next season, Coach 
Giarrusso anticipates that 
despite losing many seniors, 

Name: Leslie Hynes
Sport: Lacrosse
Been Playing for: Ten 
years
Favorite Team 
Memory:  “Beating 
Bridgewater in 
overtime.”

Name: Bobby Gildea  
Sport: Lacrosse
Been Playing for: 
Four years
Favorite Team 
Memory: “Winning 
the county 
championship for the 
second year in a row.”

Name: Matt 
Silbermann
Sport: Track & Field 
(discus, javelin, shot 
put)
Been Playing for: 
Four years
Favorite Team 
Memory: “When Matt 
Rooke, Eric Poticny, 
and I won fi rst place 
for javelin at the 
2003 Colonial Hills 
Championship.”

Name: Guy Merin
Sport: Baseball
Been Playing for: 
Twelve years
Favorite Team 
Memory: “The 
baseball trips to Florida 
every spring break.”

Name: Elana Wilf
Sport: Track & Field 
(800m and middle 
distance events)
Been Playing for: 
Five years
Favorite Team 
Memory: “I feel 
proud of being a part 
of such an amazing 
team, winning state 
championships, and 
giving my personal 
best.”

Name: Zach Schuman
Sport: Tennis
Been Playing for: 
Twelve years
Favorite Team 
Memory: “The spring 
break tennis trips.”

Name: Jill Kehoe
Sport: Softball
Been Playing for: 
“As long as I can 
remember”
Favorite Team 
Memory: “Beating 
Manville last year to 
advance to our best 
fi nish ever in the 
County Tournament.”

Spring Sports Wrap-Up

This yearʼs golf team fi n-
ished with a record of 14-6.

Robert Chronheim (IV) 
had an impressive season, 
leading the team in all statis-
tical categories. In addition, 
he captured the North Jersey 
Parochial B Championship, the 
Prep A State Championship, 
and the State Tournament of 
Champions. He later added 
a second place finish at the 
Somerset County Tournament 
and a sixth place showing at 
the Colonial Hills Conference 
Championships.

 First year standout Kate 
Durnan (III) paired with Caro-
line Boyer (V) to win the team 
title at the inaugural NJSIAA 
Girls State Championship.

Head coach Joe Forte was 
impressed by the abilities of 
his two female golfers. “Caro-
line Boyer was always very 
consistent,” he said. “She made 
a big improvement and was 
number four on our team.” 
As for Durnan, Coach Forte 
replied, “Kate was fantastic.”

Coach Forte sees a bright 
future for this squad. “It looks 
great,” he said. “We could have 
a state championship team next 
year.”

As of May 31st, the Boys 
Track Team had a record of 
5-1. Unfortunately, this pa-
per went to press before the 
State Championship track 
meet on June 2.

Among its many high-
lights, the team won the 
Parochial B State Champion-
ship and was runner-up and 
the Colonial Hills Confer-
ence Relays.

Jamil McClintock (VI) 
and Kevin Cheung (VI) took 
home individual honors in 
the parochial championship, 
with McClintock winning 
the 110m High Hurdles and 
Cheung winning the Triple 
Jump with a meet and school 
record breaking leap.  The 
4x100m Relay team of Mc-
Clintock, Trevor Godfrey-
Dardik (VI), Stephan Cizmar 
(IV) and Dan Scheininger 
(V) also broke a record with 
a time of 1 minute, 35.2 
seconds.

In other meets this sea-
son, McClintock set school 
records in the 110m High 
Hurdles and the 200m Dash 
and won the Colonial Hills 
Conference Championship 
in the 400m Intermediate 
Hurdles. 

Head Coach Mark Sep-
kowski thought the season 
was a positive one. “Though 
we suffered because of the 
difficult weather, I think we 
did a nice job in the given 
conditions,” he said. “Coach 
Sep,” as the players call him, 
is looking forward to next 
season. “Itʼs tough because 
we will lose a lot of seniors, 
but I think we have a lot of 
promise,” he said.

The softball team fi nished 
the season with a record of 
10-12.

They were led by co-cap-
tains Jill Kehoe (VI) and Ellis 
Kelleher (VI) as well as sopho-
more Caitlin Fitzgerald. In a 
15-0 rout of Science, Fitzger-
ald led the team. She went 
3-for-3 with two runs scored 
and eight RBIʼs, including a 
grand slam.

The team looks forward to 
improving next season. Next 
yearʼs co-captain, Amanda 
Pagoulatos (V), said the season 
overall was a success. “Our 
record didnʼt show what a great 
team we were,” she said. “The 
team was close throughout the 
entire season and weʼre look-
ing forward to next year.”

By ANDREW WERNER (VI) 
and HADLEY JOHNSON (III)

As of May 25, the Varsity 
Baseball teamʼs record stood 
at 8-7.

In spite of losses in the 
Somerset County Tournament 
(SCC) and the NJSIAA Tour-
nament, the team played what 
Coach Corvino calls “one of 
its best games of the year” in 
its SCC loss. 

At the conclusion of the 
tournament schedule, the team 
traveled to Cooperstown, New 
York, home of the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame. The 
team spent the day touring 
the town, then played an ex-
hibition game on the famous 
Doubleday Field against the 
Hun School. 

The team was led by Cap-
tain Jeff Ramirez (VI) and 
fellow seniors Andrew Stock, 
Guy Merin, Jason Levinn, and 
Alex Bregman. Despite the 
loss of fi ve starting seniors, 
the coaches have high expecta-
tions for next yearʼs returning 
starters, who include Todd 
Tosti (V), Anthony Feenick 
(IV), Park Smith (IV), and 
Peter Cipriano (IV).

Courtesy of the Bluebook

“we will do very well next 
year.” Alex Holland specu-
lates that there are “lots of 
younger player who will 
have great seasons in the 
coming years…This is just 
the beginning of a golden 
age in Girls Lacrosse at 
Pingry.”

Courtesy of the Bluebook

Courtesy of the Bluebook

Courtesy of the Bluebook

SOFTBALL

GOLF

BOYS  ̓LACROSSE

GIRLS  ̓LACROSSE

GIRLS  ̓TRACK

The Boys Tennis Team fi n-
ished with a record of 19-6.

One of the seasonʼs high-
lights came when second dou-
bles players Sanders Bernstein 
(IV) and Drew Blacker (V) 
won the Prep State Champion-

BOYS  ̓TENNIS

ship. The fi rst singles team of 
Mike Ferrara (VI) and Adam 
Leibowitz (VI) earned runner-
up honors.

Bernstein and Blacker, 
along Ferrara and Leibowitz 
and third singles player Ben 
Rosenthal (V) were runners-
up in the Somerset County 
Tournament.  

S i n g l e s  p l a y e r  Z a c h 
Schuman (VI) thought the 
team as a whole had some great 
accomplishments. “All our 
losses were very, very close 
matches and we had some re-
ally great wins,” he said.

Head coach Gary Miller 
thought the season was “very 
successful” and “above ex-
pectations.” Bernstein feels 
confi dent that next yearʼs team 
will be even better. “Weʼll be 
solid up and down the lineup,” 
he said.

BOYS  ̓TRACK

Courtesy of the Bluebook
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