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Natalia Ramirez (III) was recently named the Most Valuable 
Player of the North Jesey Sectional Playoffs by NJ.com.

“Midsummer/Jersey” Fuses Shakespeare 
and Reality TV for Annual Fall Play

By RACHEL CHEN (IV)

Buttondowns Close 
Out Fall with Concert

By ALEXIS ELLIOT (IV)

On the nights of Novem-
ber 12, 13, and 14, the Up-
per School Drama Depart-
ment performed its fall play 

ed States has great movement 
and magic? New Orleans. We 
crowned Oberon and Titania 
as the Mardi Gras king and 
queen, and the fairies became 
Mardi Gras characters.” New 

On November 24, the But-
tondowns performed their 
annual and highly anticipated 
pre-Thanksgiving Break as-
sembly. The acapella group, 
led by senior TanTan Wang 
(VI), put on a spectacular and 
well-received performance.

The assembly commenced 
with a dramatic movie that 
explained a dilemma the But-
tondowns faced before their 
assembly performance. In 
past years, these movies have 
involved a range of plots and 
typically have had some sort 
of involvement with the Bal-
ladeers foiling their plans. 

However, this year, the But-
tondowns decided to try some-
thing new, and they delivered 
in the form of a parody of the 
Twilight Zone. 

In the film, Pingry is trans-
formed into a completely new 
universe with students taking 

James (VI) and James Rober-
ton (V); “Stacy’s Mom” sung 
by Brian Grimaldi (VI); and 
Zombie Jamboree performed 
by TanTan Wang (VI) and 
Tommy Westerhold (VI).

The song selection choice 
was done based off of a variety 
of reasons. “I Get Around” and 
“She Will Be Loved” were 
songs the Buttondowns had 
learned for a Short Hills per-
formance and were arranged 
by James Robertson (V). 
“Stacy’s Mom” and “Zombie 
Jamboree” were classic songs 
that the group already had in 
their repertoire. 

The continuous practice 
and effort that was put into the 
assembly really showed in the 
performance. 

Mary Nussbaumer (IV) 
comments, “Every year I look 
forward to the Buttondowns 
assembly because it’s so fun to 
watch the hilarious video and 
hear such talented singers right 

H. Park (VI)
The Buttondowns performed a myriad of songs during 
their annual pre-Thanksgiving concert.
on new personalities that are 
the opposite of their normal 
ones after lightning strikes 
the campus.  This movie plot 
is fresh and entertaining and 
also allowed Wang, the movie-
maker, to showcase his movie 
editing talent with numerous 
visual effects.

The Buttondowns then en-
tered Hauser and performed 
songs that resonated through-
out the entire auditorium. 
The performances included 
the songs: “I Get Around” 
with solos by Jonathan Huang 
(IV): Jared Tiggs (IV); and 
Gabe Gever (V); “She Will 
be Loved” featured Michael 

here at Pingry and this year 
definitely didn’t disappoint!”

In the end, the effort really 
paid off and the Buttondowns 
wowed the crowd with the 
assembly. Wang accredits this 
success to the fact that every-
one put in their all. “There 
just isn’t enough credit that 
goes to every single member 
of the Buttondowns,” he said.  
“Everyone worked their butts 
off to memorize music and 
choreography, and without 
each individual putting in their 
time and energy, this wouldn’t 
have been such a successful 
assembly.”

Fitness Policy Adapts 
to Students’ Needs
By DILLON NOONE (VI)

Traditionally, physical education 
has been solely tied to athletics. The 
equation was simple: playing a sport 
meant you were physically fit. And 
while this maxim is often true, it 
does not fully encompass what it 
means to have a healthy lifestyle. 

The Athletics Department, over 
the course of the past two years, 
has worked to construct a physical 
education and fitness program that 
focuses on instilling healthy habits 
in students that will last beyond high 
school graduation. The new fitness 
policy was the result of a shift in 
focus. Instead of concentrating pri-
marily on improving athletic ability, 
the new policy strives to improve 
the overall fitness and wellness of 
the students. 

Explaining the thought process 
behind the change, Physical Educa-
tion Teacher Mr. Douglas Scott said, 
“It’s always been ‘you play a sport, 
and you’re healthy.’ But what if that 
athlete goes home after practice and 
eats donuts and other garbage food? 
That athlete doesn’t have a healthy 
lifestyle. The new program is de-
signed on developing a way of life 
that lasts, based on proper education 
and fitness.”

Starting last year, all freshmen 
and sophomores have been required 
to take the Intro to Fitness course 
in order to graduate. The class is 
intended to educate students on key 
aspects of healthy living: nutrition, 
rest and recovery, mental prepa-
ration and mindfulness, and the Weight room policy has changed. 

H. Park (VI)

physiology behind weight training. 
The course is hands on, taking place 
in both the classroom and the gym. 

“After learning about, say, how 
respiration works in relation to 
working out, we take the students 
to the gym and have them run on 
the treadmill so they can experi-
ence what they just learned,” Coach 
Scott said. 

An additional change in the 
policy is the way students can be 
exempted from required fitness 
courses. Students must still fulfill 
an athletic requirement each tri-
mester, which the Intro to Fitness 
and regular Fitness courses allow 
them to do. In the past, playing 
on a Pingry sports team was the 
easiest way a student could exempt 
from the fitness courses. All other 
exemptions for activities outside of 
school had to mirror the playing of 
a sport at Pingry: 10 hours per week 
of coached activity leading up to a 

competition. Under the new policy, 
the qualifications for exemption 
have been expanded to reflect the 
myriad of interests in the student 

Pingry, with PM Fitness for students 
with full schedules as the second 
most popular option. There are 
also exempted students performing 
dance outside of school, playing on 
club sports teams, and working out 
at health centers in their free time. 

Students with private train-
ers must provide documentation 
similar to the workout cards in the 
Pingry gym.

The change in what qualifies a 
student for exemption was meant to 
reflect the new goals of the fitness 
program. “One of the main points 
of Pingry Fitness is to educate our 
students. And once we do that, we 
can’t pigeonhole them in terms 
of what they can do,” said Coach 
Scott. “Fitness isn’t just playing a 
sport. We want students to fulfill the 
requirements of the program based 
on what they’ve learned.” 

them so ingrained that they 
don’t need to think about 
their lines, their movements, 
or their appearances - all that 
must be internalized, so that 
the actor can stay present and 

for two hours every day.” 
Megan Pan (IV), who 

played a fairy, added, “You 
become part of an ensemble, 
which is amazing because you 
become super close with the 

Courtesy of Pingry CommunicationsJ. Wang (VI), S. Donavan (IV), D. Noone (VI), 
H. Curtis (VI), and J. Artis (VI) during “Midsummer/Jersey.” 

ines the mechanicals as hair-
dressers, the young couples 
as Jersey Shore personas, 
and the Duke as the New 
Jersey state governor, ” he 
explained.

As part of his planning 
process, Mr. Romano needed 
to extend Ludwig’s work to 
accommodate the more unre-
alistic aspects of the original 
play. He explains, “In order 
to find a modern place where 
fairies could exist, I had to ask 
myself: What city in the Unit-

Orleans jazz could be heard 
throughout the show, and 
the fairies spoke with New 
Orleans accents.

Mr. Romano admits that 
the New Orleans and New 
Jersey accents were challeng-
ing to develop, but necessary 
to establish the modern set-
ting of the play. “They are 
hard to learn, easy to forget, 
and often fall apart when an 
actor is nervous and speaking 
too quickly,” he said, adding 
that “the kids need to have 

focus on engaging with their 
scene partner.”

Despite the strenuous work 
of the rehearsals leading up 
to opening night, the cast 
members agreed that it was an 
overall fun experience. 

Brian Grimaldi (VI) said, 
“The best part is making 
friends with people who you 
wouldn’t usually approach. 
There’s a real sense of com-
munity that develops when 
you act, relax, and work on 
this huge production together 

The audience responded 
to “Midsummer/Jersey” with 
enthusiastic praise. Brian 
Benson (III) commented, “I 
enjoyed it a lot. It was funny, 
and I liked the characters and 
the acting.” 

Jackie Chang (IV) said, 
“All the characters had their 
own spirit, and the jokes 
were hilarious. My favorite 
part was the Romeo and 
Juliet scene when the Lion 
eats Juliet! It was absolutely 
phenomenal.”

other fairies. There’s 
none of the loneliness 
you get when you play 
an individual role.”

Other cast members 
shared similar testimo-
nies about their expe-
rience with the pro-
duction. Dillon Noone 
(VI) said, “Before every 
show, the whole group 
gets together and car-
ries out our backstage 
rituals. It gets super sen-
timental and awesome.” 

Sara Donovan (IV) 
noted, “Instead of doing 
a tedious extracurricular 
activity after school, 
you basically get to play 
and have a good time 
with a group of people 

who eventually become 
your family.”

“Midsummer /
Jersey,” a mod-
ern adaptation of 
Shakespeare set 
in New Jersey. 

According to 
Fall Play Direc-
tor and Drama 
D e p a r t m e n t 
Chair,  Mr.  Al 
Romano “Mid-
summer/Jersey 
is exactly what 
it sounds like, a 
smashed version 
of Shakespeare’s 
‘A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’ 
and MTV’s ‘Jer-
sey Shore.’” 

“The  p l ay -
w r i g h t ,  K e n 
Ludwig, reimag-

body.
Now, exemptions 

are given for activi-
ties that require 180 
minutes or more of 
exercise over the 
span of three days 
per week. Instead of 
mirroring require-
ments of a Pingry 
athlete, conditions for 
exemption welcome 
activities based on 
physical fitness rather 
than pure athleticism.

Still, the most 
common form of 
exemption is the 
playing of a sport at 
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EDITORIAL

—Mark Shtrakhman

This month’s issue of The Atlantic features a student 
standing with his face in his hands on the front cover. 
In the related article, Hanna Rosin explores the conse-
quences of mental stress that have been plaguing high 
schools in Palo Alto, California over the past several 
years. The long read delves into a world of the incredible 
expectations and pressures on high school students in one 
of California’s most famous towns, and the consequences 
of those burdens.

Students’ mental health has become a growing concern 
over the last few years, but the focus has largely been 
on college campuses. Obviously universities are stress-
inducing places, and elite ones only further exacerbate 
the problem. But Rosin’s article helps shift some of the 
focus to elite high schools. High-caliber schools that ul-
timately focus on sending graduates to the best colleges 
and universities are pressure cookers in their own right. 

A common sentiment across the country is that students 
are stressed and overwhelmed. But nobody seems to be 
doing anything about it. After all, who can take a break 
when they have a test two days from now that they haven’t 
started studying for? The problem is worsened by the fact 
that many don’t know what resources are available to them 
at their own school, including Pingry. Mental health is 
still stigmatized by students and parents here.

In many ways, the Palo Alto schools described in 
the article mirror ours. The schools are primarily filled 
with students from affluent backgrounds whose parents 
have nothing but the highest of expectations for their 
children. Students at both schools often stay up late and 
even compete to see who has the most coursework. For 
many, complaining about their work load is just a thinly-
veiled attempt to subtly brag about the high level classes 
they’re taking. 

Mental health needs to be something discussed more 
openly in the Upper School. Complaining just isn’t cut-
ting it. The stigma behind not being perfect needs to be 
removed. Students need to find ways to deal with the 
stress and problems that they run into here. 

School breaks are meant, by the way, for taking a break. 
Yet, many students here fail to do so. Instead, they see it 
as the perfect time to catch up on work they’re behind on 
or to get ahead. Across the high school, kids spend their 
Thanksgiving break writing papers or college applications 
or something similar. It raises the questions of how much 
of a break students are supposed to truly get, and how 
students are supposed to de-stress. 

Although students in our Middle School and Upper 
School do have access to school counselors, from my 
experience, they seem underutilized. I have routinely 
talked to kids who would rather suffer through their 
work than talk to someone about it. Besides counselors, 
students have dozens of advisors and faculty members 
they can talk to.  

Kids who are having trouble with their course load 
should talk to someone who can help them figure out how 
to better manage their time and work. Maybe that means 
spending less time working for the sixth (or sixteenth) 
club on your resume, but at least you’ll feel significantly 
less burdened. 

Trust me, I know that seniors need to work on college 
applications, but students should have taken an actual 
break over Thanksgiving. December is going to be a 
stressful month, and students should have taken their five-
day weekend as time to themselves. The same should be 
said for winter break. Take a few days off. You’re going 
to enjoy it and you’re going to need it. 

Finally, let’s talk about mental stress as a student body. 
Let’s talk about how to deal with it instead of just saying 
it’s a problem and moving on to studying for that calculus 
test next week. 

Cooper Explores the Value of Dress Code
By  TRACY COOPER (V)Let’s Talk About the 

Stigma of Stress Ever since the adminis-
tration began enforcing the 
“no leggings on dress-down 
days” rule, the dress code has 
been gaining a significantly 
increased amount of attention. 
Many students are outraged at 
the ruling because they feel 
that forbidding students, most 
of whom are women, from 
wearing tight clothing con-
tributes to the objectification 
of women’s bodies. 

While this is a valid issue 
that must be discussed, it is 
only one of many problems 
that pertain to our rigid dress 
code. By enforcing a school 
environment in which students 
must dress in a professional 
way, students are encouraged 
to feel that those who dress in 
a style associated with wealth 
are superior to those who do 
not, or cannot, dress the same 
way.

Members of the Pingry 
community are expected to 
dress in the manner in which 
one would dress in the work-
place. They are not allowed 
to wear jeans, sweatpants, or 
other clothing that is culturally 
viewed as less professional. 

However, this creates a 
sense of superiority among 
those who choose to present 
themselves in the required, 
professional way. Students 
are taught that their school 
approves of a single style of 

dress over other styles, and so 
they are encouraged to mimic 
the approved behaviors at the 
expense of those who prefer 
other styles of clothing. 

Furthermore, the types 
of clothing required by the 
dress code are often more 
expensive than other types 
of clothing. Polo shirts, dress 

shirts, blouses, and khaki pants 
are generally more expensive 
styles than casual alternatives. 
Since the dress code encourages 
students to see those wearing 

expensive styles of clothing 
as more appropriate than those 
who do not, students may begin 
to view wealthier people who 
can afford expensive clothing 
as the epitome of the school’s 
society, at the expense of people 
with less money.

High school is a time for 
students to discover how they 

wish to present themselves to 
the world. As young people 
gain independence, they also 
gain a sense of individuality and 
begin to explore how they wish 

to appear to those around them. 
For many, this process includes 
exploring various styles of dress 
to find what is comfortable and 
enjoyable to them, and that al-
lows others to view them in the 
light they want to be seen in. 

Though Pingry may hope 
students will project their image 
in a certain way, the process of 
choosing a style of dress should 
be individual to each student 
and independent of outside 
pressures. By forcing students 
to dress in a way that may not 
be comfortable to them, the 
school inhibits self-expression 
and self-discovery during a time 
when students begin thinking 
for themselves in relation to 
how they dress.

While our community de-
bates the validity of the newly-
enforced leggings rule, we must 
also consider the dress code as 
a whole. Pingry has taken a 
few steps forward in making 
the dress code more accessible 
this year by gender-neutralizing 
it. But it has also taken a few 
steps backward by forbidding 
students from wearing leggings 
on dress-down days. 

Perhaps it is time to recon-
sider whether having a rigid 
dress code is beneficial to our 
community at all. Does it truly 
promote an atmosphere of pro-
fessionalism? Or does the illu-
sion of professionalism simply 
propagate negative stereotypes 
about people who dress in a 
more casual manner?

At the 2015 John Hanly 
Lecture on Ethics and Moral-
ity, Jess Westerman ‘08 came 
back to campus to talk about 
difficult issues regarding 
the Honor Code. One such 
topic she emphasized was 
plagiarism. 

Out of the many points and 
anecdotes she shared, one of 
the most poignant to me was 
the story of her friend who 
unknowingly plagiarized on 
a paper and ended up receiv-
ing an F as a result. Reflect-
ing on this incident and her 
overall speech in regards to 
ethical behavior, I realized 
how easy it is to plagiarize, 
given that our world of digi-
tal sources is continuing to 
expand. Nowadays, in order 
to read the most up-to-date 
news, we have to rely on the 
Internet, rather than old-fash-
ioned sources of knowledge, 
like physical books. 

All of us know what pla-
giarism is and the conse-
quences it entails, but are 
we always aware when and 

if we are plagiarizing? How 
much of the original source 
needs to be changed to not be 
considered plagiarizing? The 
boundaries between original 
writing vs. borrowing a few 
words vs. outright plagia-
rism are sometimes blurry. 

By HALEY PARK(VI)

I can see how it is possible 
to accidentally use another 
person’s work and forget 
to properly cite it. Many of 
us would rather use online 
sources instead of physical 
books and encyclopedias 
mainly for convenience and 
easy accessibility. 

We are living in a “copy-
and-paste world,” where 
getting information from 
authors takes far less time 
than it ever did with books. 
However, when we browse 
and use Internet sources that 
are not physically in our 
hands and take half seconds 
to insert a snippet into our 
own work, it’s often easier 
to plagiarize without know-
ing it. 

Not only has digital tech-
nology made the task of 

copying and pasting easier, 
but in general, the Internet is 
“redefining how students — 
who came of age with music 
file-sharing, Wikipedia and 
Web-linking — understand 
the concept of authorship and 
the singularity of any text or 

image,” according to a New 
York Times article written by 
Trip Gabriel. 

It’s safe to say that when 
most students are writing 
a paper for any class, their 
first resource to use is the 
Internet. This is certainly 
different from when I was in 
elementary or middle school, 
when I had to physically 
check out library books for 
research papers. 

Nowadays, with the boun-
tiful number of resources 
online, most high school 
and college students would 
prefer not to have to go to 
the library and search for 
resources there but rather do 
a quick Google search. 

This actually leads more 
s t u d e n t s  t o  p l a g i a r i z e . 
They’re not in contact with 

a physical book or article, 
“which takes [them] closer to 
‘this doesn’t belong to me,” 
says Ms. Brookover, a librar-
ian at Rhode Island College. 
According to the eponymous 
author of the article, she 
said, “online, everything can 

belong to you really easily.” 
Moving towards a society 

where virtually everything 
will be digital and paper 
will in fact eventually be 
obsolete, it’s inevitable that 
we’re going to end up relying 
on the Internet for virtually 
everything. 

I am not saying that we 
should only use hard-cover 
books when writing papers, 
but instead I think we should 
remember to be extra care-
ful when citing from digital 
sources. 

As Jess Westerman con-
cluded at the end of the 
speech, “At the end of the 
day, you are the only one to 
whom you are accountable.” 
It’s critical that we all uphold 
our moral standards, with or 
without an Honor Code.  

E. Jin (VI)

Park Reflects on Hanly Lecture

B. Beckford (VI)
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I have been lucky to be 
blessed with travel in my life. 
My parents have always be-
lieved that it would be essential 
for me to see the world with 
my own eyes with the hopes 
that I would one day be a truly 
global citizen, and since third 
grade I have had the privilege 
of visiting five continents as 
well as studying abroad for a 
semester in Switzerland. 

Every trip showed me sides 
of the world that I could never 
have been taught in a class-
room. Studying abroad gave 
me the unique opportunity to 
experience life as a temporary 
citizen, rather than as a tour-
ist who does not get to fully 
experience the lives in another 
culture. 

Aside from giving me a 
greater appreciation for dif-
ferent cultures and beliefs, 
traveling has allowed me to 
put issues into global context. 
I experienced segregation 
firsthand in Tanzania, watched 
ice shelves melting on the 
Antarctic Peninsula and felt the 
tension in Cairo a year before 
the Egyptian Revolution. All 
of these experiences have al-
lowed me to look at the world 
through a global lens and 
certainly solidified my dream 
of wanting to be involved in 
bettering the world. 

Experiencing other environ-
ments and cultures enriches us 
and makes us more compas-
sionate to people and world 
issues. By seeing the world 
through another person’s lens, 
we develop empathy and find 
connections to causes. This 
is how we become global 
citizens. 

By TUCKER BICKELL (VI)

E. Jin (VI)

There comes a point, amid 
the craziness of the school 
year, when one begins to 
wonder: what is all of this 
for? There is the obvious 
answer to this question with 
which most Pingry students 
are programmed to respond: 
“To get into a good college 
and have a successful career 
after graduating.” But to me, 
this raises the biggest ques-
tion of all. What happened 
to the fun in learning? 

Through stressing about 
impending homework dead-
lines and exam preparations, 
I have often found that I no 
longer enjoy learning. With 
the atmosphere of stress 
that surrounds gaining new 
knowledge, I find it difficult 
to take pleasure in giving up 
my time to churn out essays 
and fill out worksheets. All 
of this just leads me to won-
der where my kindergarten 
enjoyment of learning how 
to spell and count blocks has 
disappeared to.

When I complete assign-
ment after assignment with 
the sole goal of receiving a 
certain letter grade, I feel 
the loss of my appreciation 
for learning. In the innately 
competitive environment 
of Pingry, it is easy to slip 
into this single-minded at-
titude. We go into class only 
intending to learn what we 
have to know for the next 
assessment and thus lose the 

Taylor Questions How Students Can Learn-
Without Excessive Suffering

E. Jin (VI)

desire to learn purely for the 
love of gaining knowledge.

Homework and assign-
ments aside, classroom set-
tings and teaching styles 
often shape the levels of 
“fun” a student experiences. 
When I asked some of my 
classmates what sort of en-
vironments promote enjoy-
able learning, I received the 
expected response: times 
when teachers held Harkness 
discussions or when students 
participated in hands-on 
based learning situations. 

Benjamin Franklin once 
said, “Tell me and I forget. 
Teach me and I remember. 
Involve me and I learn.” I 
agree. Personally, I find that 
the more involved I am with 
learning new material, the 

more I retain the informa-
tion. So, the more so-called 
“fun” that I experience, the 
more I learn. 

I want to experience that 
eyes-wide-open pure love 
and appreciation for learning 
again. I want to come in to 
school each day, ready to at-
tend my classes in eager an-
ticipation of learning about 
projectile motions and the 
War of 1812. But recently, 
I have just found myself 
buried too deep under the 
seemingly endless amount 
of assignments and tests. It 
seems that every time I fin-
ish one essay and complete 
one test, two more take their 
places.

However,  when I  f ind 
myself in this pessimistic 

Defining a global citizen 
can be difficult; in my opinion, 
a global citizen is a person who 
is open to learn, understand 
and share their ideas, looking 
at the world through a crystal 
ball. A global citizen cares 
about politics and natural hu-
man rights. They care for the 
well-being of everybody and 
feel empathy for everything. 
They act and react to world is-
sues, whether it is the outcome 
of the horrible tragedy in Paris 
or the fate of the Syrian refu-
gees. Global citizens are our 
world’s future leaders.  

As Erin McCormack of 
Middlebury College has ar-
gued in a paper titled “12 Rea-
sons to Study Abroad During 
High School,” study abroad 
“makes you more compassion-

ate and gives you a better un-
derstanding of global issues.”

Based on the energy and 
interests of my classmates, 
it’s clear that Pingry could 
produce the global citizens of 
the next generation. Our com-
munity is filled with some of 
the smartest, most inquisitive 
thinkers; we have the ability 
to make great strides in the 
world. The leggings protest in 
October showed that we are 
not afraid to attempt to imple-
ment change and make our 
voices heard. This particular 
protest makes it very obvious 
that the passion and the drive is 
there to help implement change 
in everyday world issues that 
many of us take for granted. 

At Pingry, we officially aim 
to be future global citizens 

Bickell Encourages Student Body to 
Explore Education in the World

in our ever-changing world.  
We have a Global Programs 
Department that sponsors stu-
dent trips and clubs like Model 
U.N., Model Congress, and 
Pingry Politics, all of which 
discuss international topics.  
Yet I still believe that our com-
munity needs to get even more 
involved in global issues.  For 
many of us this means thinking 
outside of the box and breaking 
out of our comfort zones. We 
live in a very volatile time in 
history, which demands that 
we become more culturally 
aware and concerned about our 
future. To further understand 
cultures outside of our own, 
we need to experience and see 
the world for ourselves, not 
just study them in our courses. 
I feel that one of the ways to do 

By MACKINLEY TAYLOR (V)

EDITORIAL

“Life is dangerous, but adults will do everything in their power 
to protect you from harm.” According to psychologists, journalists, 
and educators, this is the message being conveyed to our genera-
tion. To these experts, we are perceived as bubble-wrapped young 
adults, perpetually insulated from failure, rejection, and insensitivity. 
When we are unwrapped and exposed to the real world, we will 
inevitably crumble in the face of those things from which we were 
so carefully shielded. 

We are considered the “coddled kids,” who will burst into tears 
at one offensive remark, whine if we lose or come up short, and 
instinctively run to our mommies to bandage our bruised egos. 

Recently, there has been a movement emerging on college 
campuses across the country of students demanding that words, 
ideas, and subjects that might elicit hurt feelings or offense be 
eradicated from classrooms and lecture halls. Colleges have begun 
to acquiesce. Some administrators require professors to issue trigger 
warnings, or alerts that certain course material might evoke negative 
emotions. By placing warning labels on classic works of literature, 
including the popular novel on Pingry’s American Literature syl-
labus, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, students can shelter 
themselves from graphic depictions of classism, domestic violence, 
and suicide, among other topics that might be considered disturbing 
or controversial.

In addition, colleges are attempting to eliminate microaggres-
sions, or offensive statements that either intentionally or uninten-
tionally target marginalized individuals. In order to avoid creating 
a “hostile learning environment,” 10 of the University of California 
schools published a list of unacceptable microaggressions, which 
included the statements “America is a melting pot” and “Everyone 
can succeed in this society, if they work hard enough.”

Colleges strive to ease the perceived fragility of the students’ 
minds and to foster safe spaces on campus, where young adults are 
shielded from words and ideas that may insult or distress them. In 
turn, they create a culture in which people must take precautions 
before exercising their first amendment rights (lest they be accused 
of hostility, bigotry, or insensitivity), in which only uncontroversial 
and palatable ideas merit discussion, and in which words can be 
used as weapons and must be meticulously regulated. 

But the real world, beyond the campus gates, is full of ideas and 
words that we cannot control, however distasteful or disagreeable 
they may be. Shouldn’t college equip us to enter an occasionally 
cruel, unfair, and offensive society and to cope with the people and 
ideas within it? Moreover, does the climate of protection fostered 
on campuses ultimately benefit the students it aims to protect?

Many believe that the reason for this emerging trend of protec-
tiveness stems from how we are raised. The phenomenon started 
in early childhood, when schools built safer playground structures 
and banned peanut butter from lunchrooms, while parents filled 
their children’s schedules with extra-curriculars and dismissed the 
idea of “free range” childhood. 

As children grew older, the bubble of protection grew with them. 
Many sports teams and leagues require equal playing time, and have 
“no cut” policies. Trophies are now distributed to all players - for 
their participation - rather than to just the victors.

In some high schools, there are 10, 20, or even 30 valedictorians, 
as well as a superfluous honor roll and a plethora of graduation 
awards. Meanwhile, effort and accomplishment are equally praised, 
as the act of “trying one’s best” is deemed good enough. 

Amidst the criticism of the helicopter parenting and the over-
protective school boards and administrations, I applaud Pingry for 
not coddling me. I have applied for more than one limited student 
position and have been rejected. Yes, I felt the disappointment and 
sense of failure, but I also developed resilience and applied for the 
next opportunity. Every now and again I received a poor grade 
on a test, but (after the trauma) I worked hard and persevered to 
achieve a high semester grade. Pingry recognizes both effort and 
achievement, but separately. And yes, feelings are hurt when we 
aren’t recognized at award ceremonies, but this does not shatter us: 
it only makes us more determined. 

Moreover, we are encouraged to openly debate, discuss, and 
listen to the thoughts and ideas of our peers and teachers, even if 
we don’t necessarily agree with or support them. The literature 
we read delves into topics that might be uncomfortable for some 
students, but it makes us more aware of issues we may want to 
ignore, but shouldn’t. From our words, which are not microman-
aged, we learn tolerance and respect for others, concerning, perhaps, 
sensitive matters. 

As you navigate through high school and college, don’t let 
yourself be coddled. You are better off without the bubble-wrap. 

Take Off the 
Bubble-Wrap

this is to study abroad. 
Pingry offers many oppor-

tunities to study abroad and 
travel during school breaks. 
As someone who has stud-
ied abroad, I find it essential 
and rewarding to experience 
living in a different environ-
ment, learning about a different 
culture, and socializing with 
people who were brought up 
very differently from us. 

The Global Programs De-
partment has been working 
diligently to further promote 
the idea to our community 
through its numerous trip of-

ferings,  but it is my hope that 
more students will inquire 
about traveling abroad, so 
that, ideally, all members of 
the student body could partake 
in a program. 

We could not be luckier to 
have the opportunity to study 
at Pingry under incredibly 
talented faculty who encour-
age us to think independently 
and take our own initiatives. 
In order to truly be students 
with a “nuanced picture of the 
world,” as Pingry’s website 
states, we must become more 
globally-minded citizens. 

—Abby Bauer

mood, I think of the things 
that I do love at school. I 
love going into a class and 
getting involved in a heated 
debate over the interpreta-
tion of a quote. 

I love that feeling of fi-
nally figuring out how to do 
that complex math problem 
that took a while to under-
stand. I love being supported 
by some of the most under-
standing and helpful faculty 
members. Relishing these 
moments helps me reclaim 
my love of learning. 

The solution to the disap-
pearance of fun is simple in 
words but harder to put into 
action. You must separate 
yourself from the competi-
tive nature that surrounds 
being a student at Pingry 
and instead focus on learn-
ing, because, as one of the 
greatest minds Leonardo da 
Vinci once said, “The noblest 
pleasure is the joy of under-
standing.” 

Knowledge is power, and 
we are fortunate enough to 
attend a school where we are 
taught by some of the most 
passionate and adept teach-
ers. A change in mindset can 
renew our appreciation for 
the fact that we get to learn 
every day. There are times 
when the work is too much, 
and I can’t find any enjoy-
ment in learning anymore. 
But then I remember: I get to 
learn, which, in and of itself, 
is pretty fun to me. 
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Looks in the Hall:
Winter Styles

Food for Thought: Cosentino Reviews 
Burger Joint Turf’ N Surf

Just Ask Jess: How To Survive Senior Year

By URSULA DEDEKIND (VI)

Although winter is fast ap-
proaching, it seems as though 
every day brings either sunny  
seventy-degree weather or an 
overcast sky coupled with frigid 
temperatures. With such erratic 
weather patterns, getting dressed 
in the morning becomes just that 
more difficult. Standing in front of 
my closet, I find it hard to commit 
to a sweater or a light shirt, let 
alone pants or a skirt. And as if 
dressing for outside wasn’t hard 
enough, when I get to school I 
never know what’s in store for me, 
with the temperatures in the build-
ing becoming harder and harder to 
predict. On any given day I could 
be sitting in English class fanning 
myself from the blasting heaters, 
or walking through the hallway 
clutching my shoulders from a 
frigid draft. 

Grace Mullery (VI) agrees, 
finding the school’s temperature 
almost as difficult to predict as 
her first step out the door. Despite 
looking at her weather app before 
she leaves the house, Mullery’s 
frustration is one we can all sym-
pathize with. She said, “Being 
uncomfortable in school is my 
pet peeve. I want to wear a cute 
sweater to school, but I don’t want 
anyone to see the sweat through 
my sweater!” 

My solution? Layers, lots of 
layers. In order to avoid overheat-
ing or freezing out, try wearing 
pieces that can easily be taken 
off, stored in a backpack, and put 
back on. Scarves, sweatshirts, 
and loose cardigans are stylish 
and comfortable options that, if 
removed, don’t detract from your 
overall look. 

Brendan Kelly (VI) also finds 
layers particularly helpful in 
adapting to the school’s varying 
temperatures, mentioning, “I 
usually, wing it when it comes to 
getting dressed in the morning. I 
wear either a sweatshirt or a jacket, 
so I can take it off during the day. 
It depends how I feel.” 

When asked about how he 
keeps track of his layers through-
out the school day, Kelly said, 
“Hooks around the school would 
definitely make it easier to wear a 
jacket to school, since I normally 
hang mine up in the locker room.” 
The lack of hooks will undoubt-
edly become a bigger problem in 
the coming months, but students 
should try utilizing the cubbies 
and lockers as needed. 

For now, check your weather 
apps, pile on the layers, and figure 
out what makes you feel most 
comfortable throughout the day. 
If all else fails, you can always 
depend on a friend to lend you a 
sweater and to remind you of those 
pesky impending sweat stains we 
all can relate to. 

Dos and Don’ts This 
Season:

Dos
1) Wrap jackets
2) Dress with a cardigan 
3) Scarves
4) Pants and a thin long sleeve 
shirt
5) Skirt with a sweater 

Don’ts
1) Turtlenecks without under
shirts
2) Thick rubber boots
3) Paper-thin tees
4) Flowy dresses with short 
sleeves or thin straps

By JESS FOY (VI)
On June 12, 2016, which 

is exactly 190 days away, 
the Class of 2016 will toss 
our caps commencing the 
end to the Pingry journey. 
And though it is only De-
cember, and we are enjoy-
ing the holiday spirit while 
simultaneously dealing with 
the anxiety of college accep-
tances, the most troublesome 
thought is that we only have 
a few mere months left at a 
school where we have spent 
four or more years. 

While I can’t give advice 
on how to make your senior 
year great (since I am cur-
rently experiencing it), I can 
offer some suggestions on 
how to maximize what you 
have left of your high school 
experience.

1. Y.O.S.O: We all know 
Drake’s famous line Y.O.L.O 
(You only live once, for any 
people who avoid Drake 
and all middle schoolers’ 
Instagrams). My friends and 
I have adopted the saying 
Y.O.S.O, meaning You Only 

Senior Once, which, while I 
know is technically untrue 
since we will also have a 
senior year of college, still 
feels right.  Why?  Because I 
have a feeling that this senior 
year will be more carefree. 
We have taken this slogan 
as a way to take advantage 
of anything we haven’t done 
in the past three years. In 
the fall, my friends and I at-
tended Coffee Haus for the 
first time. I was so impressed 
by the talent of my peers 
that I did not know about 
before. A few weeks later, 
I attended the senior camp 
out run by the outing club. I 
couldn’t believe the beauti-
ful campsite we have right 
on campus. It was quite an 
experience to spend a night 
in a tiny tent with friends. 

2. You will end up at a 
college: Though I can’t attest 
to this actually happening, 
my mom and Mrs. Kinney 
have said this line to me at 
least 500 times throughout 
the college process. Try to 
remember that  you have 
worked so hard to get to this 

point. Your parents have 
given you the incredible op-
portunity of going to Pingry. 
And I know each and every 
person has done his or her 
very best to set themselves 
up for a great college experi-
ence. Any college would be 
lucky to have a Pingry kid, 
so remember that when the 
decision letters come.

3.Be Kind: Often amidst 
all the stress and whirlwind 
of applications it seems as 
though all anyone is talking 
about is either stress or them-
selves. It’s hard when you’ve 
had a bad day or didn’t get a 
lot of sleep the night before 
to think about anything but 
your current situation. Just 
remember that everyone is in 
the same boat as you. Lend 
a hand, a smile, or a hug, 
and it will not only improve 
someone else’s mood, but 
also your own. Spreading 
kindness and positivity will 
make everyone’s day just a 
little bit better.

4. Appreciate everyone 
around you: Come next fall, 
the people we sat next to in 

class, learned with, and spent 
time with will be scattered 
all around the country. You 
will have to find new study 
buddies and create different 
connections in a new chapter 
of your life. Look around 
at your current classmates; 
remember how much they 
have shaped your last four 
years. Reach out to people 
you haven’t had a chance 
to talk to, tell your close 
friends how much you love 
them, or give an extra thanks 
to the guy that always helps 
you with your homework 
(Thanks Mark you’re a life 
saver). Those people have 
made your high school ex-
perience great. 

5. Don’t graduate with 
regrets: When you walk 
off the stage at graduation, 
I hope that each and every 
person only feels content and 
happy with their high school 
experience. Don’t wish you 
had gone to see the musical 
or had played ice hockey. Go 
out and do those things. After 
all, it’s your last year and you 
have nothing to lose. 

If you’re like me, and you 
can never decide what to eat, 
Turf’ N Surf is where you and 
your friends should go to din-
ner next. A quick drive from 
school, located in the center 
of  Warren on Mt.  Bethel 
Road, Turf’ N Surf describes 
itself as “fast casual dining 
with a diverse menu.”  Turf’ 
N Surf is a great place to go 
with a big or small group for 
either a quick bite or a dinner 
in which you can sit down and 
catch up on each other’s days.

The restaurant gives you a 
relaxed, laid-back atmosphere 
with fun beach-themed décor 
throughout. There’s a warm, 
welcoming vibe emanating 
from their rustic wooden fur-
niture and the soothing Jack 
Johnson-esque playlist that’s 
always on. You place your 
order at the counter where 
you can actually see the dif-
ferent meats and fish in the 
case, which looks similar to 
the butcher’s shop. 

At first I thought it was 
kind of strange, but it’s actu-
ally nice being able to see 
what’s going into your food. 
Furthermore, the kitchen is 
open and visible, and you can 
see all the action and effort 

By AMANDA COSENTINO (VI) that goes into the food.
Being as indecisive as I 

am, I stare at the large chalk-
board menu while I let all 
my friends order before me. 
Their menu has something 

eating at Turf’ N Surf is that 
you get to “build” your own 
meal. Once you pick your 
turf or surf, you can then de-
cide to put it on either a bun 
with several other toppings 

Courtesy of Turf’ N Surf

for everyone, with healthy op-
tions, vegetarian options and 
kid friendly options. Maddie 
Temares (VI) testified, “They 
have great chicken fingers.” 

You can get something 
classic or try something new. 
They offer grass-fed beef 
burgers,  turkey and lamb 
burgers, and chicken, as well 
as various seafood options 
such as salmon, shrimp, and 
scallops. 

The excit ing aspect  of 

or on different salads or rice 
options. 

Additionally, you can cre-
ate your own burger exactly 
how you want it, with any top-
pings or meat you prefer. You 
can customize your dinner 
into whatever you’re in the 
mood for at the moment, and 
with all the different options 
and combinations, you could 
go countless times and never 
eat the same thing twice. 

“I always get a burger with 

cheddar cheese, avocado and 
chipotle mayo,” Jess Foy (VI) 
noted. 

A burger isn’t complete 
without fries, but luckily 
Turf’ N Surf has great fries, 
which get a lot of praise par-
ticularly from my friends, as 
well as other great sides like 
onion rings and sweet potato 
fries. 

Turf’ N Surf prides itself 
as being home of the “inside-
out burger” which has all the 
ingredients already mixed 
into the patty with flavors 
like bacon blue cheese, bacon 
cheddar and habanero jack, 
giving you something unique 
to try every time. Jackson 
Hoit  (VI) commented,  “I 
like their bacon blue cheese 
inside-out burger with bar-
beque ranch toppings the 
best.” He sarcastically noted, 
“It’s really healthy.” 

Turf’ N Surf proves to be 
great for off-campus lunch, 
with a short ten-minute drive 
from school. 

You can order ahead and 
quickly pick up your food on 
the go, or you can go with a 
big group of friends to hang 
out and eat in a relaxed cozy 
atmosphere. Whatever you go 
there for, Turf’ N Surf will 
always satisfy.

Popping Up on the Big Screen: Me and Earl and the Dying Girl
By ZAYNA NASSOURA (VI)

Me and Earl and the Dying Girl 
is a coming-of age-movie based 
off the novel of the same name by 
Jesse Andrews. While I did not read 
the book and cannot compare the 
two, Jesse Andrews also wrote the 
screenplay for the movie.

The movie Me and Earl and 
the Dying Girl premiered at the 
Sundance Film Festival on January 
25, 2015 and has been on the big 
screen at over 20 festivals since. 
With an estimated budget of 8 mil-
lion, according to IMDb, the movie 
released in U.S. movie theaters in 
June and is now available to stream 
online.

The premise of the movie fo-
cuses on Greg, played by Thomas 
Mann, who is a senior in high 
school. He befriends Rachel, 
played by Olivia Cook, who is 

also a high school senior. Rachel 
has just been diagnosed with cancer 
and Greg’s mom, played by Connie 
Britton, wants Greg to hang out 
with her. Along with his friend Earl, 
played by RJ Cyler, Greg hangs out 
with Rachel over the course of their 
senior year.

I found Greg’s mom to be ador-
ably awkward. She handed him a 
book on colleges in the beginning 
scene and called it, “A menu for 
your life.”  I found this particularly 
relatable for seniors who are also in 
the same position as Greg looking 
for colleges. However, Greg’s dad 
was almost too uncomfortable at 
points and did not serve much pur-
pose in terms of plot. The adults in 
general were odd and seemed like 
unusual role models, although they 
were kind people.

It is evident early on in the 
movie that Greg has a passion for 

film and frequently makes spoofs 
of films with Earl. The two of them 
seem like the dynamic duo that flies 
under the radar in school—neither 
unpopular nor popular. They often 
hang out during their lunch period 
in their history teacher’s room. I 
found the history teacher to be too 
“out there,” much like Greg’s dad. 
I did not find his character all that 
enjoyable to watch. The teacher’s 
tough guy image didn’t match the 
scene where he was giving Greg 
and Earl advice on life.

When Greg finally made an ef-
fort to hang out with Rachel, I was 
happy they both found a friend to 
help them through their hard times. 
Despite Greg saying multiple times 
that he and Rachel never dated, I 
still held out hope. Spoiler alert: 
Greg was right and they never 
dated during the movie. I still found 
Greg and Rachel’s interactions 

comical because both of them are a 
little quirky. Greg, Earl and Rachel 
would all watch Greg and Earl’s 
movies together and I thought it 
was a cute pastime. Actually, most 
of this movie was watching the 
characters watch movies. It got a 
bit redundant. Besides a fight that 
occurs between Greg and Earl and 
the fact that Rachel gets sicker, the 
characters don’t have many mean-
ingful conversations besides those 
on the topic of college. As a matter 
of fact, Greg doesn’t even know 
what one of Rachel’s passions is 
until the end of the movie. 

One main reason to keep watch-
ing the movie was a tag line on the 
bottom of the screen that would 
state how far Greg was into his 
friendship with Rachel. I was 
wondering how long it would go.

Overall, I think the movie defi-
nitely had its comedic and sad 

Courtesy of Google Images

moments, but there were also 
some periods when I was bored 
and wondered where this movie 
was headed. I wasn’t wowed 
by some of the cast’s acting and 
couldn’t believe they actually had 
an 8-million-dollar budget. The 
message of friendship was preva-

lent in the film. If you want to see 
a film about high school students 
who feel awkward in their environ-
ment, deal with rejection, illness 
and friendship and develop a 
greater understanding of who they 
are, then this quirky film is for you.

U. Dedekind (VI)S. Tran (VI) models winter sweaters.
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Coffee Haus Repeats as Succesful 
Showcase of Students’ Talents

There is no better place to ap-
preciate and observe the talent and 
creativity of the students at Pingry 
than at Coffee Haus, an event held 
several times a year where all 
members of the community are 
given the opportunity to showcase 
their artistic abilities. The first 
Coffee Haus of the school year 

By KETAKI TAVAN (III) Dominique (IV), a piano and vo-
cal performance from Michael 
James (VI), and a vocal and guitar 
performance from Sehyr Khan 
(IV) and Sidney Shannon (IV). 
After performing, Khan shared, 
“It was really cool to have the 
opportunity to perform for people 
other than just my family. It was 
also great to see all of my peers’ 
artistic talents.”

was held on Friday, October 23 in 
the Attic Theatre, and it featured 
a wide range of artistic perfor-
mances, from covers to original 
songs of various musical genres. 

With a large audience of stu-
dents from all grades, the event 
had an impressive turnout.  His-
tory teacher Mr. George Sullivan, 
who chaperoned the event, said, 

“The supportive audience is the 
best part. There is so much talent 
out there. Coffee Haus is a safe 
space where students can really 
feel comfortable showcasing their 
abilities.”

Bobby Rigby (VI) organized 
the event and also performed with 
his band Further Down the Line. 
This was his first year organizing 
the event, though he has been on 

stage performing for the past three 
years. “Coffee Haus is so special 
because students get to perform 
for people they know,” said Rigby. 
“The event gives students the 
chance to display a different side 
of themselves and show what they 
can do outside of the classroom.”

Other performances from the 
night included a rap by Calvary 

All performances 
received an over-
whelmingly positive 
response, proving 
the night was a suc-
cess and certainly 
not one to forget.

P s y c h o l o g y 
teacher Ms. Shelby 
Bartlett ‘08, who 
also chaperoned the 
event, said, “What is 
really impressive is 
that this whole event 
is entirely student-
run. Adults were 
there chaperoning, 
but there was tons 
of student involve-
ment, and we were 

Gallery Features Gilje and Lobe

C. Terens (VI) closed out the night with  a Carole King song. C. Terens (VI)

By ISABEL GIORDANO (IV)

Students admire “Kindred Spirits.” 
H. Park (VI)

“Kindred Spirits,” an ex-
hibit featuring the works of 
artists Kathleen Gilje and 
Robert Lobe, is on display 
in the Hostetter Art Gallery 
until December 9. The “artist 
couple” worked both sepa-
rately and collaboratively 
to create the pieces in this 
exhibit. 

Gilje began her career 
by restoring old works of 
art, which inspired her to 
become an artist  herself. 
Most of Gilje’s individual 
pieces can be classified as 
Appropriation art. She takes 
pre-existing images and ideas 
from other sources, reinter-
prets them, and then creates 
something based upon her 
interpretation of the original 
work.

Her husband,  Lobe,  is 
known for  h is  s ignature 
sculptures that incorporate 
different natural elements. 
To create these works, Lobe 
employs a technique called 
repoussé, in which he uses 
a hammer to pound metal, 
often aluminum, into the 
form of an existing shape or 
texture. Not only does this 
technique require an artis-
tic eye, but also the physi-
cal ability and strength to 
vigorously pound metal for 
long periods of time. Lobe 
specifically uses repoussé to 
mimic the intricate texture 
of tree bark, along with the 
structures of tree trunks and 
limbs.         

For a long time, Lobe and 
Gilje worked independent-
ly. However, they recently 
agreed that if they combined 

their two different artistic 
styles, they could produce 
something incredibly unique 
and multifaceted.

Among their most famous 
works are Gilje’s paintings 
mounted on Lobe’s repoussé 
frames. Gilje’s paintings gen-
erally feature scenes of for-
ests painted entirely in shades 
of white, black, and grey. 
While Gilje is painting these 
forest scenes, Lobe is hard at 
work creating the repoussé 
frame. When both halves of 
the project are finished, the 
end product is a cohesive, 
multifaceted work: the gri-
saille landscape painting fits 
perfectly within the repoussé 
frame of aluminum bark. 

This collaborative tech-

By FELICIA HO (III)

going because we’d all be on 
different pages,” Robertson said. 
“But now we’ve gotten to the 
point where we could play a song, 
forget where we were, and then 
all just look at each other and be 
like, ‘Okay, we’re going to play 
this part next.’”

The band gained recognition 
among the student body for their 
recent performance at Coffee 
Haus. At this event where stu-
dents can showcase their artistic 
talents, the trio performed several 
songs, including “The Thrill is 
Gone” by BB King.

“I’ve only been part of one 
performance, but the reaction 
at Coffee Haus was ridiculous 
for us,” Bickell said. “It’s defi-
nitely been a driving force going 
forward.”

Regarding the evolution of 
the band from the previous year, 
Rigby said, “I definitely think 
that the dynamic of the band is 
different this year, and I think it 
took a turn in a positive direction. 
We’ve all developed our skills as 
time has progressed, so playing in 
this group only helps us further 
develop as players.”

By MEGAN PAN (IV)

Newly emerging rock and 
blues band “Further Down the 
Line” is comprised of Pingry 
students Bobby Rigby (VI), 
Tucker Bickell (VI), and James 
Robertson (V). 

First established last year by 
Rigby, Julian Chartouni ’15, 
and Chris Varvaro (V) under the 
name A Million Miles, the band 
originated with a country and 
southern rock-style focus. As 
the year progressed, Robertson 
was introduced to the band, and 
due to Chartouni’s graduation 
and Varvaro’s hockey injuries, 
Bickell was eventually added as 
a new member. With time, the 
band evolved toward a more con-
temporary blues-rock approach, 
citing artists such as John Mayer, 
Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton, and 
Billy Joel as musical influences.

Despite having only begun 
practicing together at the begin-
ning of the school year, Further 
Down the Line has already grown 
as a group.

“At the beginning of the year, 
it was a little hard to get songs 

nique was utilized in the cre-
ation of the most prominent 
piece in the gallery, titled 
“Kindred Spiri ts .”  When 
first seeing this work of art, 
photography student Megan 
Horn (IV) said, “I like how 
the painting shows the artist’s 
individual depiction of trees, 
while the frame shows the 
actual texture of trees as we 
all know them.” 

Art Fundamentals student 
Myla Stovall (IV) said, “I 
like how it’s all in black and 
white. I think that adds to 
how well the two separate 
pieces go together, and how 
the artists were able to bring 
together their two different 
techniques to create one 
masterpiece.”

Nancy Lu (V) recently won 
a National Gold Medal in the 
2015 Scholastic Art and Writing 
Awards for her oil painting, How 
Ironic Melancholy in the Spring 
Must Be. Lu’s painting is one 
of 25 National Award-winning 
works of art selected by the Presi-
dent’s Committee on the Arts 
and the Humanities (PCAH) to 
be displayed in the exhibit “Art.
Write.Now.DC.2015-16” at the 
Lyndon Baines Johnson Depart-
ment of Education Building, in 
partnership with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education and PCAH. 

The Alliance for Young Artists 
and Writers has identified teenag-
ers with exceptional artistic and 
literary talent through its Scho-
lastic Art and Writing Awards 
since 1923, making it the longest-
running and most prestigious 
recognition program for creative 
teenagers in the United States.

Lu was inspired to paint this 
piece after looking at her subject 
and noticing “how the sad expres-
sion on the young child’s face 
contradicted what youth should 
be – happy, optimistic, and full 
of a promising future.” Lu added 
the flowers as a symbol of youth, 
temporary spring, and fleeting 
moments of happiness in life, just 
like budding and wilting flowers. 

Lu has been recognized sev-
eral times throughout her artistic 
career and has been selected 
twice in the top ten for the Cel-
ebrating Art contest, which ac-
cepts art from all students K-12 
three times each year. She will 
be featured in a New York Daily 
News article for her Scholastic 

Art and Writing Awards award. 
Lu found an interest in art at 

an early age, recalling that she 
would often doodle circles and 
cartoons as a child. When she 

PM, Lu takes art lessons at Shar-
ron Art Center. Lu explains that 
on regular school days, she puts 
her schoolwork before her artistic 
ambitions. She spends most of 

H. Park (VI)N. Lu hard at work in an art room. 
was in fifth grade, Lu’s parents 
decided to sign her up for an art 
class. Since then, she has mas-
tered sketching and began oil 
painting in eighth grade. Above 
all, she loves to paint portraits of 
people, yet she recently has been 
experimenting with nature scenes 
and sci-fi fantasy paintings. 

Lu’s favorite work of art is 
Michelangelo’s “Sistine Chapel.” 
She said, “It’s amazing how 
Michelangelo managed to work 
strenuously for hours and paint 
the entire ceiling of the Chapel, 
over 130 feet!” 

Every Friday night from 7 to 9 

Three Students Rock Out Together 
as Further Down the Line

B. Rigby (VI)B. Rigby (VI), T. Bickell (VI), and J. Robertson (V)

really just a part of the audience.”
Each year Coffee Haus proves 

to be a fun and successful event, 
as well as a space free of judg-
ment for students to showcase 
their artistic abilities and perhaps 
hidden talents. 

It definitely never disappoints, 
and students unanimously look 
forward to more to come. 

Nancy Lu Shows Off her Talents 
in Award-Winning Oil Piece

When asked about the special 
aspects of performing as a group, 
Robertson said, “You just have so 
much energy together onstage. 
With each performance, more 
and more chemistry builds within 
the group. By yourself, you don’t 
really have the same experience.”

Looking ahead, the band 
hopes to develop their skills, 
perform as much as possible, and 
eventually start to produce music 
of their own. “If we could get a 
gig every week or two, that would 
be awesome,” Bickell said.

In the short-term, the trio has a 
gig coming up, and plans to per-
form for Upper School students 
and faculty during a Monday 
Morning Meeting soon.

Further Down the Line would 
like to thank everyone for the 
support they have received thus 
far from fans. For those who 
are interested in following the 
activity of the band, “like” them 
on Facebook (Further Down the 
Line) and subscribe to their You-
Tube channel (Further Down the 
Line Band). 

“Make sure to look out for us 
in the future,” Rigby said. 

her free time, especially dur-
ing winter, spring, and summer 
breaks, exploring and generating 
new ideas and concepts, as well 
as painting and sketching. In 
the future, Lu plans to major in 
finance and accounting and pos-
sibly minor in art, or pursue art as 
an ongoing hobby. 

Lu encourages all aspiring 
artists to “accept and express any 
ideas they may have, and not to be 
afraid to change them or put them 
aside.” Lu believes that art is all 
about being “free and flexible.” 
She said simply, “If you love art, 
just do it!”
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T. Edell (VI)

Blueprint Campaign Going Strong

Courtesy of Pingry Communications

M. Taylor (V)

By SHRUTI SAGAR (IV)

The Blueprint for the Future 
Campaign has made signifi-
cant progress since the begin-
ning of the school year but is 

The junior boys, coached by the girls, played field hockey 
to support SMAC but ultimately lost to the seniors.

T. Corvino Sr. speaking at a Blueprint event in the fall 
marking the completion of Lower School Modernization.

By MARIAM TRICHAS (IV)

This fall, Mrs. Felicia Bal-
lard joined the Upper School 
Library Department. In addi-
tion to being a librarian in the 
C.B. Newton Library, Mrs. 
Ballard teaches reference 
skills, such as library guides 
and the “Noodletools” online 
citation program, to Middle 
School students. 

Mrs.  Ballard at tended 
Fordham University, where 
she earned her B.A. in Com-
munications. She then earned 
her J.D. and M.L.I.S. degrees 
at the Rutgers University.

Prior to coming to Pingry, 
Mrs. Ballard worked as a 
Youth Services Librarian 
for the Bernardsville Public 
Library. This is her first ex-
perience as a librarian in a 
school setting.

Mrs. Ballard sought a po-
sition in a school library be-
cause of her love of working 
with children, her passion for 
education, and her personal 
enjoyment in “providing ac-
cess to information.” She has 
always loved young people’s 
literature, which first sparked 
her interest in the fields of 

education and librarianship. 
Mrs. Ballard noted that her 
time spent earning her law de-
gree contributes to her “pas-
sion for intellectual freedom.” 

Mrs. Ballard loves the 
welcoming nature of the Pin-
gry community and would 
like to contribute to it in her 
own unique way. Having 
joined the faculty shortly after 
the start of the school year, 
Mrs. Ballard is not currently 

Ms. Ballard joins the Upper School Library Staff.

still a few steps away from 
the finish line. According to 
Melanie Hoffmann, the Director 
of Institutional Advancement, 
“The Blueprint for the Future 
Campaign is a $65 million cam-
paign that is currently raising 
funds for academic programs, 
faculty support, financial aid, 
modernization of the Upper 
and Lower Schools, the annual 
fund, and athletics, including a 
new Athletics Center, new tennis 
courts, a new track, and a new 
artificial turf field for football 
and lacrosse.” 

Although the campaign has 

made a tremendous amount of 
progress since it began, Mrs. 
Hoffmann states that “more 
work needs to be done in order 
to complete fundraising for all 
the projects listed.” The funds 

On October 23, the Student 
Movement Against Cancer 
club (SMAC) hosted the an-
nual Powder Puff games to 
support breast cancer aware-
ness and to raise money for the 
Breast Cancer Research Fund. 
Every year, this tradition pits 
senior boys against junior boys 
in a game of field hockey and 
senior girls against junior girls 
in a flag football game. 

“It’s so awesome to raise 
money for such a great cause 
and have fun in the process,” 
said Maddie Temares (VI), one 
of the leaders of the club. As 
both an awareness event and 
a fun way to get involved, the 
games are popular every year. 
This year, over 90 students 
signed up to participate. 

The Powder Puff games 
raised money through a $15 
charge to play and to purchase 
a breast cancer awareness T-
shirt, along with a school Dress 
Down Day and a bake sale. 

By RACHEL WU (VI)
Through these three forums, 
SMAC raised $1,000 for the 
Breast Cancer Research Fund. 

“We decided to choose the 
Breast Cancer Research Fund 
because we wanted to choose 
a different organization than 
the usual Susan G. Komen for 
the Cure organization after 
all of the controversy about 
where the money was going,” 
explained Samantha Palaz-
zolo (VI), another leader of 
the club. 

The Powder Puff games are 
not the only fundraising events 
that are hosted by SMAC. As a 
club, SMAC holds events such 
as the costume tennis tourna-
ment in the spring, Pink Day, 
the Let’s Tackle Cancer foot-
ball game, the Pink Basketball 
game, and Cycle for Survival. 

The club also holds several 
Dress Down Days every year, 
often specified for the par-
ticular cancer of that month. 
For November, SMAC raised 
awareness for pancreatic can-
cer by encouraging students to 

wear purple for the last Dress 
Down Day.

This year, seniors Maddie 
Temares, Sam Palazzolo, and 
Caroline Terens are leaders 
of the club. Their jobs include 
tying colored ribbons around 
the school to raise awareness, 
holding bake sales to raise 
money, and planning aware-
ness and fundraising events. 

As the year progresses, the 
club leaders intend to explore 
the possibility of working with 
the American Cancer Associa-
tion for Relay for Life. They 
also hope to share a few facts 
about cancer during morning 
meeting as a way to raise more 
awareness.

Palazzolo explained why 
the cause was important to 
her. “I have had multiple fam-
ily members and close friends 
battle cancer. I got very in-
volved in the club my sopho-
more year when my mother 
was diagnosed with cancer.” 
she said. “I wanted to make a 
difference.”

Ms. Ballard Joins the Library Staff

SMAC Raises Funds for Cancer

involved in any clubs but 
hopes to assist with several 
on-campus activities in the 
future. 

Outside of the library, Mrs. 
Ballard likes to spend time 
with her family, read, cook, 
and play on her women’s 
soccer team. She would like 
to thank the students and 
faculty for being so warm and 
friendly to her during her first 
few weeks. 

A.  Van Orden (V)
Dr. Prichett discusses pedagogy with S. Kirdzik (V).

Dean of Faculty for Teach-
ing and Learning. Director 
of Studies. What exactly do 
these titles mean and what 
do the people who hold those 
positions do? 

Over the past few months, 
students have likely seen the 
newly hired Dean of Faculty 
for Teaching and Learning Dr. 
Reid Prichett observe at least 
one their classes. In an effort 
to acquaint himself with the 
teaching of the faculty, Dr. 
Prichett has observed every 
teacher over the past few 
months. Dr. Prichett has been 
debriefing with the faculty, 
offering his perspective on 
their teaching. 

When asked about how he 
would describe his job, Dr. 
Prichett said, “The way that 
I’d like to think of my job is 
supporting faculty in becom-
ing the teacher they dream of 
being.” The Dean of Faculty 
for Teaching and Learning 
position is the result of con-
versations amongst teachers 
regarding their professional 
development. Dr. Prichett’s 
new role in the community 
was formed with the inten-
tion of fulfilling the faculty’s 
desire to have someone both 
guide and oversee their grow-
ing processes. 

Ms. Lydia Geacintov is 
currently Pingry’s Director 
of Studies, which makes her 
responsible for much more 
than the Cum Laude Society 
Induction Ceremony. This 
year, Ms. Geacintov is work-
ing in conjunction with Dr. 
Prichett to support teachers’ 
professional growth. 

While both Dr. Prichett and 
Ms. Geacintov have similar 
goals in supporting teachers, 
their methods of achieving 
these goals differ. 

Dr. Prichett emphasized 
how vital it is to keep teach-
ers  learning.  “Research 
shows that when teachers 
are learning, student learning 
improves vastly,” he said. 
A major component of Dr. 
Prichett’s job is going to con-
sist of encouraging teachers 

By ALLY PYNE (IV)
to study new topics in their 
discipline, pedagogy—the 
study of teaching—and how 
technology relates to the 
classroom. 

Ms. Geacintov, on the other 
hand, is responsible for sup-
porting new teachers through 
the peer coaching and mentor 
programs. The peer coaching 
program assigns a veteran 
teacher to a first year teacher 
in order to coach them as they 
adjust to Pingry life. The men-
tor program, that Ms. Gea-
cintov also oversees, assigns 
second year teachers mentors 

Geacintov notes that this hap-
pens rather “haphazardly.” 
The two are hoping to col-
laborate to ensure that faculty 
feel the support necessary to 
be, as Ms. Geacintov puts it, 
“a student for life.”

In addition to guiding pro-
fessional development over 
the years, Ms. Geacintov has 
overseen the formation of the 
Honor Board, the revisions 
to the Honor Code, and the 
move of the sixth grade to 
the Basking Ridge campus. 
She also created the Freedom 
course now taught by Mr. Tom 

Keating, teaches Advanced 
Topics in French, and serves 
as an advisor for ninth grade 
students. 

Similarly, Dr. Prichett co-
advises a tenth grade advi-
sory, helped coach the soccer 
team in the fall, and will help 
coach the wrestling team this 
winter. 

Both Dr. Prichett and Ms. 
Geacintov sit on multiple 
committees like the Academic 
Committee, which consists of 
Department Heads, and the 
Professional Development 
Committee, which consists of 
teachers and administrators. 

Dr. Prichett is extremely 
excited to work and learn 
from the “expert teachers 
in the community,” and Ms. 
Geacintov believes that “Dr. 
Prichett is a knowledgeable 
professional who will bring a 
lot to the school.”

who can further guide them in 
their growth as a teacher. 

Ms. Geacintov meets regu-
larly with the mentors to 
discuss teacher development.  
In order to assist in develop-
ment, Ms. Geacintov works 
with teachers to read articles, 
discuss the possibilities of 
attending workshops, and talk 
about opportunities to visit 
other schools.

With the hiring of Dr. 
Prichett, Ms. Geacintov is 
hoping to refocus her energy 
on addressing the curriculum 
and establishing interconnec-
tivity between subjects.

This year, Ms. Geacintov 
and Dr. Prichett are planning 
to devise a system that will 
allow faculty to further pursue 
their education. While many 
teachers already have higher 
degrees and some are in the 
process of earning them, Ms. 

Who Teaches Teachers?

raised during the 2014-2015 
school year have already had 
remarkable effects across the 
school, allowing the campaign 
to break ground on the new 
Miller Bugliari ’52 Athletics 
Center, modernize the Lower 
Campus, and build new, state-
of-the-art lab facilities for the 
Upper School. 

The campaign, which ends 
on June 30, 2016, has raised $59 
million as of October 31. Since 
the beginning of the 2015-2016 
school year alone, it has raised 
$3 million. At Homecoming, the 
campaign held a groundbreak-

ing ceremony for the new Miller 
Bugliari ’52 Athletic Center and 
is now awaiting final permits 
in order to begin construction. 
Events like this Homecoming 
ceremony will be held through-

out the school 
year to honor 
donors and in-
crease aware-
ness of the cam-
paign. 

One example 
of an upcom-
ing fundrais-
ing event will 
be the rededi-
cation of the 
Lower School 
held in Janu-
ary to honor 
the donors who 
contributed to 
the moderniza-
tion of the Short 
Hills Campus. 
In addition to 
the rededica-
tion, the 1861 
Leadership So-

ciety Reception was held at the 
Short Hills campus on October 
27 to recognize the dedication 
and generosity of all donors and 
volunteers. 

The Blueprint for the Future 
Campaign has progressed sig-
nificantly since it first began, but 
there is still work to be done. It 
is Mrs. Hoffmann’s hope that 
“everyone in the Pingry com-
munity will participate in some 
way-- this Campaign belongs to 
us all. It is a historic amount of 
money for Pingry, and the results 
will be a source of pride for our 
entire community.”
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The Pingry Outing Club has 
been a huge success this school 
year, hosting multiple hikes 
and campouts in a short three 
months. Led by faculty mem-
bers Mr. John Crowley-Delman 
and Ms. Rebecca Sullivan and 
students AJ Bernstein (V), Katie 
Coyne (VI), Gabe Gever (V), 

B. Murphy (IV)

Claire O’Mara Continues to Excel  
in the Fastest Lane of the Pool

Outing Club Explores Local Areas

Edward Johnson (V), and Coby 
Weiss (V), the Outing Club 
aims to help students develop a 
long-lasting appreciation for the 
natural world.

This year, the Outing Club 
has already offered various op-
portunities, such as overnight 
campouts, a day hike, and an 
overnight backpacking trip to 
Harriman State Park. 

The club is currently working 
to expand the range of trips that 
are offered. When asked about 
future trips, Mr. Crowley- Del-
man said, “We’re in the process 

of planning urban hikes, an inter-
disciplinary snowshoe overnight, 
rock-climbing lessons at a local 
gym, and a special, top-secret 
special-forces mission to the 
Catskills that I can’t tell you 
about.” 

The trips also range in diffi-
culty. According to Ms. Sullivan, 
“The Outing Club offers a variety 
of trips that require different skill 

Claire O’Mara (V) is an 
excellent  swimmer with 
great talent. She has been 
in the pool since she was 
four years old, but started 
competitively swimming at 
age ten. 

She admits that before 
seventh grade, she “really 
didn’t enjoy swimming for 
a while.” However, seventh 
grade was a turning point 
that motivated her to train 
harder. At that time, her goals 
were mainly “training goals” 
which included “breaking 
two minutes in the 200 free.” 

O’Mara strongly believes 
that training is the key to be-
coming an overall better and 
faster swimmer. She is cur-
rently ranked third in New 
Jersey and 117th in her class. 
She swims for the Berkeley 

By CHRISTINE SHAO (III)

Aquatic Club Team and prac-
tices with her team six days 
per week, including both 
swimming and dry land ex-
ercises. Alexa Buckley (VI) 
also swims with O’Mara at 
the Berkeley Aquatic Club. 

O’Mara’s favorite stroke 
is freestyle and in meets she 
usually swims sprint free-
style in 50, 100, 200, and 
occasionally 400, meters. 
O’Mara plans to continue 
swimming in college. 

students are uncertain which test 
would be most beneficial to them 
in order to achieve their desired 
scores. 

According to the College 
Board website, the new test is 
supposed to focus on “no tricks. 
Just real skills.” For example, 
for vocabulary, it claims, “The 
New SAT focuses on vocabulary 
you’ll come across often in col-
lege classes. They always appear 
as part of a text passage, so you 
can put your problem-solving 
skills to work figuring out what 
they mean.” 

In terms of the timing and 
quantity of questions being asked, 
students taking the current test 
must complete 171 questions in 
3 hours and 45 minutes. The test 
includes mathematics, critical 
reading and writing problems, and 
the essay is a required component 
of the test. In addition, points are 
subtracted for every incorrect 
answer, so guessing is often disad-

Though no 
students have 
taken the new 
SAT yet, many 
sophomores 
and juniors 
have a sense of 
what the test 
will be like 
through their 
experience of 
taking the new 
PSAT this Oc-
tober. Juniors 

With the arrival of 2016 also 
comes the arrival of the rede-
signed, newly formatted edition 
of the College Board-issued SAT, 
which is driving many students to 
bite their nails as they anticipate 
the sudden transition from the 
“current” to the “new” test. 

Many students, especially ju-
niors, who prefer to take the SAT 
instead of the ACT, are either rush-
ing to complete the final current 
SAT tests by January 23, 2016 or 
heading to their local bookstores to 
buy thick new official SAT study 
guide books. Those who choose 
the latter must develop new strat-
egies to prepare for the questions 
that will arise on the new SAT test, 
beginning on March 5, 2016. 

One of the crucial reasons why 
so many students and parents are 
feeling uncertain about the new 
test is not only because of its 
novelty factor, but also because 

By  EDWARD JOHNSON (V)

The New SAT Arrives in January:
Here’s What You Need to Know

By  KATIE HO (IV)

Courtesy of Pingry Communications

vantageous if a student has no clue 
which answers to choose from. 

The new test consists of 154 
questions to be completed in 3 
hours. It includes math and evi-
dence-based reading and writing 
sections, and the essay is optional. 
There is no penalty for guessing. 

in particular, who have taken both 
the current and new formats of the 
PSAT, notice the primary differ-
ences between the two tests.  

Will DiGrande (V) said, “In my 

Kartikeya Sharma (V) has 
been practicing taekwondo, a 
Korean martial art, ever since he 
was six years old, and his years 
of hard work and dedication 
have allowed him to compete at 
a national level. 

Sharma Earns Taekwondo Honors
At the USA Taekwondo’s 

2015 National Championships 
in Austin, Texas from July 4 to 
July 10, Sharma won gold and 
silver in poomsae, or forms and 
freestyle breaking, respectively. 
Recently, he qualified for nation-
als in Maryland.

Sharma believes that practic-
ing taekwondo supports “mental 

discipline, respect and self-confi-
dence,” in addition to providing 
a “physical, both aerobic and 
anaerobic workout, coupled with 
self-defense techniques.” 

He credits his friends with 
whom he practices for providing 
him with “an environment filled 
with teamwork and energy,” that 
has allowed him to personally 
improve in his own taekwondo 
skills and performance. 

In the past, Sharma has played 
tennis, swam, and fenced. “From 
an athletic perspective, play-
ing other sports has helped me 
be more agile in taekwondo,” 
he said. “For example, tennis 
requires one to be quick at react-
ing and moving throughout the 
court.”

When asked if he had advice 
for aspiring athletes within the 
community, Sharma said, “Do 
what you enjoy. Pick a sport that 
you can enjoy and that gives you 
confidence. That will help you 
develop as a person in life.”

By  MEGAN PAN (IV)

B, Murphy (IV)

levels. This is by design so that 
everyone can feel comfortable, 
but challenged.”

The Outing Club recently 
accomplished its long-time goal 
to construct a campsite and trail 
on the Basking Ridge Campus. 
Last year, Pingry students Matt 
Rice ‘15 and Emma Palmer ’15 
designed five tent platforms that 
can fit about 20 people in total. 
Club members put in hours of 
work to complete the platforms 
and campsite, which are now 
fully functional. Ms. Sullivan 
said, “The campsite gives stu-

dents and faculty the chance to 
enjoy and connect with Pingry’s 
forest.” 

In addition to building the 
campsite, the Outing Club cre-
ated a 0.4 mile hiking trail, with 
the hope of lengthening it in 
future years. The club has cleared 
all the trails of fallen trees and 
large debris, and there are trail 
markers running along the entire 
length of the trail. 

Student interest in the Outing 
Club has also reached an all-time 
high. So far, every scheduled trip 
in the fall was filled, including 
some trips that reached maxi-
mum participant capacity in just a 
few hours. Mr. Crowley-Delman 
confirmed that the club has “had 
more interest this year than in any 
previous year.”

With the increase in popular-
ity of the trips, the Outing Club 
is not only trying to run a greater 
variety of trips, but also a greater 
quantity. However, the increase 
in the number of trips also means 
more work in terms of planning. 
Each trip must be carefully orga-
nized with transportation, teacher 
chaperones, safety precautions, 
food, and other necessary gear. 
There is a vast amount of behind-
the-scenes work that goes into 
every trip, ranging from a multi-
ple-day backpacking excursion 
to an overnight campout. 

When asked why students 
have become increasingly in-
terested in the Outing Club this 
school year, Bernstein said, “Ev-
eryone likes to take a break from 
the pressures of school, and the 
Outing Club offers just that. We 
get to go to awesome places, and 
we always have a great time.”

opinion, the new SAT is less about 
previous knowledge and focuses 
more on what you can tell from the 
passage in the text. I think I like the 
new one better.” 

Sean Wang (V) added, “The 
new format feels a lot less stressful 
in the heat of taking a test com-
pared to the old. The longer timed 
sections allow for easier time man-

agement. Also, the new 
test has four answers 
per questions compared 
to five answers on the 
old test. Four answers 
feel substantially less 
overwhelming.” 

Regardless of the 
various opinions about 
the new SAT, hopefully 
juniors, sophomores and 
freshmen will feel more 
at ease when they take 

the new test, knowing that the 
questions on the test will be more 
related to the necessary skills that 
they have learned at school and 
will need to excel in college.  

Courtesy of The New Yorker via Google Images

Mihir Seth (iii)

“Practicing my 
squash in the 
offseason.”

Sonia Wong (V)

"A break from all the 
work.”

gillian lagorce (Vi)

"Christmas."

Mr. orndorff

"Sleeping in to 11 
o’clock.”

apurVa MeMani (iV)

"Vacationing in 
Argentina.”

Word in the Hall: What Are You Looking Forward to over Winter Break?
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Whether it be state, county, 
or conference, the boys’ soccer 
team manages to earn at least one 
major title every year. Last season, 
they were able to sweep all three 

By TUCKER BICKELL (VI) 

of these titles, and they aimed to 
accomplish the same feat this year. 

The team easily won the con-
ference and fought hard to be 
co-champions in the county tour-
nament, but they ultimately fell 
short in the quarterfinals of the state 
tournament. 

On the loss against Paul VI 
High School, player Owen Gaynor 
(V) said, “We were all distraught, 
especially the seniors, since it was 
their last time playing. We were all 
upset for them.” 

However, the team is looking 
forward to next season, in the 
hopes of bringing back all three 
titles to the school again.  Team 
member Ollie Martin (V) said 
that next year he plans to “let go 
of every single pressure of my 
academic and personal life and 
only worry about soccer. This is 
awesome because I know my ten 
other brothers on the field feel the 
same way too.” He added, “I am 
definitely looking forward to the 
surreal feeling of playing on the 
Bugliari field once again come 
next fall.”

The girls’ varsity soccer team 
had many ups and downs this 
season, but finished with a strong 
10-11 record.  Led by Coach 
Andrew Egginton and captains 
Christina Costa (VI), Julia Rotatori 
(VI), Maddie Temares (VI), and 
Caroline Terens (VI), the team 
put their best foot forward in every 
game. They faced tough competi-
tion, with their division consisting 
of all the big Group Four schools 
in the area, most of which rank 
among the top twenty in the state. 

Prior to the NJSIAA, the big-
gest tournament of the season, 
the record held 8-10.  The team 
finished strong and worked hard to 
make it to the semifinals, but fell 

to the NJSIAA runner-up Paramus 
Catholic.  

Although the soccer team will 
lose seven seniors next year, the 
remaining juniors and underclass-
men are very promising. Look-
ing back at the season, Temares 
remarked, “We had some highs 
and lows, but I’m proud of how 
we finished. I am confident that 
the younger players will lead the 
team to be successful in the years 
to come.”

The football team finished their 
season with a record of 2-8, follow-
ing a tragic 41-6 loss to Bishop Ahr 

High School on November 12. 
In a rebuilding year for Big 

Blue, after losing eight seniors 
from last year’s team, some of the 
highlights included impressive 
wins at both Homecoming and Fri-
day Night Lights games, in front of 
cheering fans. Both of these wins 
boosted the team’s confidence as 
they beat league rivals Manville 
and South Hunterdon. 

“I’ll remember it forever,” 
Captain Kevin Chow (VI) said as 
he recalled the victory at Friday 
Night Lights. He continued, “It 
was one of the best moments of 
my high school football career.”

Next season, the football team 
will rely on current underclassmen 
to help lead the team. Head Coach 
Mr. Christopher Shilts said, “We 
started seven sophomores this 
season, and 24 of our 38 players 

to show off their hard work next 
season.

The girls’ field hockey team fin-
ished their season with a record of 
10-11. This season has been one of 
the most successful to date, as the 
team advanced to the semifinals in 
both the states and counties. Head 
Coach Judy Lee praises the team 
for finishing with more wins than 
they have in the past four years.  

“This has been our strongest 
season for sure in recent history,” 
said Coach Lee. “We retained a 
core group of girls, and this gives 
them something to move forward 
with.”

The team earned their spot 
in the county semifinals, with 
an exciting 2-1 overtime win 
against Montgomery. They then 
progressed to the state semifinals, 
with a resounding 6-1 victory over 
Montclair-Kimberly Academy. 

Captain Emilia McManus (VI) 
is proud of the team’s resilience 
and hard work. “We had a lot of 
tough games, but we continued to 
push ourselves,” she said.

McManus, who only began 
playing in her sophomore year, 

Finishing up a strong and long 
season, the girls’ cross country 
team’s hard work and dedication 
showed in its final meets. Led by 
Coach Timothy Grant and captains 

Rachel Wu (VI), Sonali Mehta 
(VI), and Ellen Li (V), the team 
has been successful in reaching 
their end of season goals. 

Reflecting back on the team’s 
accomplishments, Li commented 
that she is “very proud of every-
body on the team, especially the 
large freshman group that has 
worked so hard.” 

led the team with fellow captains 
Casey Malone (VI) and Amaka 
Nnaeto (VI) 

“They gave 100% effort 100% 
of the time,” McManus said, com-
mending the efforts of all players 
on the team.

With a remarkable finish to the 
season, Coach Lee looks forward 
to building off the team’s recent 
successes next year. 

The water polo team ended 
the season strong with an overall 
record of 15-11, securing third 
place in the state and fifth place at 
the Eastern Prep Tournament held 
at Lawrenceville. They also had 
four victories against St. Benedict’s 
Prep, their long-time rival. 

Captains Matt Stanton (IV) 
and Victor Vollbrechthausen (IV) 
were named to the All-Tournament 
Team at Eastern, scoring 77 and 
140 goals this season respectively. 
Two other notable players were 
goalies Henry Biedron (V) and 
Gian Marco Visani (V), who both 
made more than 150 saves this 

son come next fall. Head Coach 
Jeffrey Jenkins said, “With a 
promising group of incoming 
students, both from the Middle 
School and interested applicants 
to the ninth grade, we are in a 
very good place to continue to 
build on this season’s success.”  

As the fall season came to a close, 
the girls’ varsity tennis team fin-
ished with a winning record of 
11-6.

The team placed third overall at 
the Somerset County tournament, 
while players Brooke Murphy (IV) 
and Wesley Streicher (V) placed 
first in the first doubles category, 
defending against Montgomery’s 
first doubles team. The team also 
claimed third place at the New 
Jersey Prep A tournament, where 
Murphy and Streicher won first 
after a 3-set match against Law-
renceville’s first doubles team. 

Overall, the team had a strong 
showing this year, such as Lindsey 
Yu’s (IV) 11-5 record at third sin-
gles and Murphy and Streicher’s 
13-3 record at first doubles. They 
were also named second team all-
conference, a major feat. 

The second doubles team had 
a record of 10-6 and consisted of 
Captain Daria Fradkin (VI) and 
several different freshmen, due to 
different injuries over the course 
of the season. Looking back on 
her final season, Fradkin said, “I 
had a ton of fun, and I’ll miss it 
next year!”

BOYS’ SOCCER 
12-4-3

FOOTBALL 
2-8

FIELD HOCKEY 
10-11

GIRLS’ TENNIS 
11-6-0

are freshmen and sophomores.” He 
looks forward to seeing how these 
players will grow and improve in 
the years to come. Many of Big 
Blue’s current powerhouse play-
ers will return next year, including 
junior quarterbacks Spencer Spell-
man (V) and Rich LeGrand (V). 

The team is excited to continue 

Courtesy of Pingry Communications

season. 
Stanton said, “This season 

was outstanding. We are a very 
young team and we aren’t losing 
any seniors, so we can only get 
even better from here.” 

With no seniors graduating, 
the young team looks forward to 
having another outstanding sea-

Coach Grant added, “With 
Anna Wood (IV), Wu, Li, and 
Maya Huffman (IV) doing a great 
job leading this season, and with 
the very talented group of fresh-
men, the team has been better than 
we ever thought it would be.” 

When reflecting on her final 
season with the team, Wu said, 
“I’m so lucky to have finished my 
senior season with such a great 
team.”   

Coach Grant applauds the 
team’s accomplishments in quali-
fying for the Meet of Champions 
and placing third overall in the 
Non-Public B Championship. 
Both of these feats contributed 
to the team’s strong finish to the 
season. 

The Boys’ cross-country team 
has dealt with some adversity 
throughout their season, but has 
come out on top.  Because the team 
lost three seniors, one might think 
the dynamic of the group would 
change drastically.  However, this 
year’s captains, Jamie Barker (VI) 

GIRLS’ SOCCER 
10-11

WATER POLO 
15-11

and Thomas Tarantino (V), made 
sure their team was in top shape to 
compete. “Both boys did an excel-
lent job of modeling discipline, 
toughness, and camaraderie.” 
Head Coach Matthew Horesta 
describes how, “this year’s team 
was a tight knit one and a good 
deal of credit goes to the tone set by 
Jamie and Tommy. Jamie emerged 

as a legitimate threat on the trails 
this season as well.”

On November 14, the boys 
competed in their biggest meet 
this season, the NJSIAA Group 
Championships at Holmdel Park.  
“It’s going to be really tight at the 
top, there could be six possible 
winners. Even if we don’t get it this 
year, I am confident that, because 
we are such a young team, we will 
do well.”

Senior captain Jamie Barker 
explained how it was so nice “to 
go out everyday” and run with his 
“best friends” this past season.  “I 
really love the team.  It was the 
best season that I have run cross-
country.”

Coach Horesta explained how 
“this year’s team was a young 
one. We had three first time cross 
country runners on the varsity 
team and four of the top seven 
were freshmen or sophomores.”  
Both Coach Horesta and Coach 
Lear see this as an advantage for 
the future program. Next year the 
team will only be losing one senior, 
and Coach Lear believes that this is 
the “first time in four to five years 
that we have a good base for the 
future.”

GIRLS’ CROSS 
COUNTRY 

5-1

BOYS’ CROSS 
COUNTRY 

3-2
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With GABRIELLE OBREGON 
(V), ALISA CHOKSHI (III), 

WILL DIGRANDE (V), 
CAROLINE PETROW-COHEN 

(IV), DARLENE FUNG (III), 
BROOKE MURPHY (IV), 

JULIA ROTATORI (VI), and 
GRACE BROWN (III)

T. Edell (IV)Jack De Laney (VI) looks for an open player

Victor Vollbrechthausen (IV) takes a shot on goal.

Jessica Li (IV) returns the ball 

Tommy Tarantino (V) takes on the Holmdel Course


