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oN The weB:

Seniors Explore Their 
Interests During ISP

COMMENCEMENT 2015

After completing their classes 
in early May, seniors pursued 
Independent Senior Projects 
(ISPs). These projects ranged 
from building a drone to interning 
for a famous fashion designer and 
allowed seniors to explore their 
interests in the final month of 
their high school career. 

Adventure

Ugo Ikoro traveled to Nigeria 
to work with the Bina Founda-
tion, a non-profit organization 
founded by her aunt, Ifeoma 
Atueguwu. The Bina Foundation 
started as a foundation for those 
with special needs and now pro-
vides services for a wide-range of 
marginalized groups in Nigeria. 

In order to receive his private 
pilot’s license, Charlie Muller 
trained daily with American Fly-
ers, an aviation training school 
at the Morristown Municipal 
Airport, where he completed 
ground school training. 

A long-time avid fisher, Grif-
fin Mullett worked on a charter 
boat, The Canyon Runner, which 
is based in Point Pleasant, NJ. 
With The Canyon Runner, Mul-
lett fished for tuna and striped 
bass.

By ABBY BAUER (V),  HALEY 
PARK (V), MARK SHTRA-

KHMAN (V), and CAROLINE 
TERENS (V)

Tanika Roach worked as an 
observer for the New Jersey State 
Police. She observed activities 
that ranged from K-9 unit instruc-
tion to helicopter training. She 
also conducted a research project 

displayed her photos at ISP Night 
in the Hostettor Gallery.

Fascinated by foreign Euro-
pean cultures, Emily Yan created 
a large-scale abstract sculpture 
based on Greek architecture. 

Continued on Page 15Continued on Page 12

I. Walton (VI)I. Walton (VI) traveled to Morocco to take 
photos.
on Homeland Security. 

Having taken French and 
Photography classes at Pingry, 
Bella Walton traveled to Mo-
rocco in North Africa to conduct 
a photography study. Under the 
mentorship of Art Department 
Chair Mr. Miles Boyd, Walton 

Dedicated Friend, Mentor, and 
English Teacher Mr. Li Retires

By NICOLE MO (VI)

After 42 years of teaching at 
Pingry, English teacher Mr. Theo-
dore Li is retiring.

Mr. Li went to Wesleyan Uni-
versity with medicinal aspira-
tions and majored in biology. 
However, he decided to forego 
medical school and instead obtain 
a master’s degree in English from 
the University of Buffalo. Despite 
the apparent disparities between 
biology and English, Mr. Li finds 
that they share “the same hope of 
connecting abstract concepts to 
people’s lives in their respective 
quests to establish one reality.”

Mr. Li attributed his affinity 
for teaching to summers he spent 
as an “informal outdoors educa-
tor.” In 1973, after a one-year 
stint at a nearby all-girls school, 
Mr. Li came to Pingry, which at 
that time was at the Hillside cam-
pus and still an all-boys school. 
When the school announced the 
transition to a co-ed program, 
Mr. Li said that he didn’t have a 
problem with adjusting to the new 
environment. “You always have 
to change how you teach year to 
year” he said, adding that, “There’s 
an educational principle about 
monitor and adjust.”

Shortly after coming to Pingry, 
Mr. Li began coaching fencing, 
a sport in which he has no com-
petitive experience. Nevertheless, 
he brought the fencing team to 
astounding achievements and is 
internationally renowned for his 

own work, which includes be-
ing an influential member of the 
United States Fencing Association. 
In fact, he was both the 2013 New 
Jersey Boys Fencing “Official of 
the Year” and the Chef de Controle 
and technical advisor for multiple 
Olympic games. He hopes to con-
tinue his involvement with the 
fencing program at Pingry after 
his retirement.

its significance. “The entire pro-
cess of communication—thoughts, 
ideas, visions—will be very im-
portant for your future lives, no 
matter what profession you enter,” 
he said, joking dryly that many 
students don’t realize this until 
long after their last English class.

When asked about the legacy 
he hopes to leave behind, Mr. 
Li remarked, “The only legacy I 

Courtesy of Mrs. Grant
Having taught numerous Eng-

lish courses to all students seventh 
grade and up over the last four 
decades, Mr. Li finds the role of 
English to remain unwavering in 

could ever realistically hope for 
is that somehow I’ve changed 
somebody’s life in a way that they 

Mr. Li with fellow English teachers Dr. Sherman English 
’ 71 and Mrs. Vicki Grant in the mid-80s.

She also traveled to Greece with 
Nicole Scavone and explored the 
museums and streets of Athens 
and Cyclades for inspiration. 
Scavone produced a short artistic 
film based on the architecture, 
food and landscapes of Greece. 
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EDITORIAL

—Abhiram Karuppur

As the seniors’ time at Pingry comes to a conclusion, it 
becomes apparent how much the class has changed as a whole 
since we all came together freshman year. And while we have 
lost a couple folks along the way, the entire class has grown 
and transformed into a more cohesive group. Skimming 
through past yearbooks, it is very evident that while people’s 
personalities and characteristics evolved over time, so did their 
appearances (like Sean Fischer’s continuous hair growth).

The most important thing though that we should take away 
from our four years together is that nothing is predictable. 
People who I thought were shy and introverted rule the stage 
in K-Pop performances, while varsity football and baseball 
players deliver stunning interpretations of texts in English 
class. While it’s easy to dismiss these observations as pure 
flukes, I think that we all have surprise talents that we may 
(or may not) have discovered. 

Many of us (including myself) shattered common concep-
tions during events like the Fashion Show, Coffëhaus (spelled 
something like that), the Senior Retreat, and other public 
performances throughout the year. We made our friends and 
teachers drop their jaws in awe and reminded everyone that 
nothing is what it appears to be.

I think the best part about Pingry is how unique these secret 
talents can be. Airplane pilot master? George Washington and 
Navy enthusiast? Homestuck fan (I still don’t know what this 
is)? Within a group of 140 seniors, I would never guess that 
these monikers could be used to describe individuals in this 
class. I’m positive that you could come up with 140 unique 
ways to describe all the members in our class, and this is what 
differentiates Pingry from every other school in the country. 

But it’s not just the students. This concept applies to all the 
faculty and staff who make Pingry special. Teachers who have 
served for as little as one year to those who have spent their 
entire careers at Pingry have all managed to leave their mark on 
the school in some way. Where else can you find someone who 
calls us “Angel faces” every Monday morning?  I can’t think of 
any other place in which the staff uses phrases like “Shooore!” 
and “Children, Child, Babies,” or where teachers play German 
heavy metal in class or discuss Star Trek, square watermelons, 
gold-plated ostrich eggs, and the art of properly dueling. You 
know Pingry is awesome when an assignment to learn about 
Eastern religions involves watching all the Star Wars movies 
at home (Side note: if it were not for this assignment, I would 
never have gotten around to watching these movies). 

As faculty and students graduate from Pingry and begin 
new chapters in their lives, it becomes even more important 
that we retain the unique qualities and talents that make us 
stand out. In a world where people are able to connect with 
everyone from around the globe, it is vital that we differentiate 
ourselves from others and set our standards very high. With 
a class as diverse as ours, it seems like a waste for us to fall 
short of our potentials.

It is also equally important to refrain from categorizing 
people early on. I know that if we asked our class four years 
ago to give each member an identifying characteristic, that 
characteristic would probably no longer apply today. Before 
we stereotype people based on first impressions and deem 
that they can never be compatible with us, we should take the 
time to learn more about new people we meet and discover 
their hidden talents. Who knows, that person with whom you 
didn’t think you shared any similarities might become your 
best friend or lifelong partner. 

Before we all split ways and embark on new journeys in 
college and beyond, let us take the time to try something new 
or build upon a hidden strength. Everyone deserves to know 
what an amazing and talented person you are, and shattering 
others’ opinions of you is extremely gratifying (of course, if 
it’s for a good thing). Keep your mind free of initial stereotypes 
when you meet someone new, and push yourself to excel in 
whatever career you choose. It has been an honor to work 
alongside all the students and faculty in this school. Keep in 
touch and best of luck for the future!

My most important class 
in my four years at Pingry 
wasn’t actually a class. On 
every A, C, D, and F day, the 
“Second Period Free Squad” 
(2PFS) would meet during 
2nd period and partake in a 
different adventure. My fel-
low seniors who are familiar 
with the legend that surrounds 
2PFS can attest to the fact that 
2PFS has tried and succeed-
ed at accomplishing myriad 
previously-unattainable (and 
frankly unattempted) goals. 

The news of 2PFS adven-
tures even reached a few lucky 
juniors (what’s up Jackson 
Artis and Chuckles Zhu). A 
brief recap for those unaware: 
the 2PFS, comprised of Jon 
Zeitels, Russell Beckerman, 
Prad Maganti, and myself, 
has frequented more than 20 
different dining establish-
ments during our free (please 
consult any of us for the full 
list, as well as our personal 
recommendations).

Impressive in and of it-
self, these 20 restaurants are 
only a small part of 2PFS’s 
adventure. In addition, dur-
ing our free: played mini-
golf in Branchburg, played 
on an actual golf course in 
Bridgewater, went to War-
ren’s town park, used the 
guest pool and Jacuzzi at the 
Hilton near Route 22 without 
them realizing, petted pup-
pies at Shake-a-Paw, bought 
a pet fish for the school (Vi-
tali Guppy Jr. can be found 
in Mrs. O’Mara’s fish tank), 

What I Learned From My Free
By GAURAV GUPTA (VI) watched Monkey Kingdom 

at the AMC movie theater in 
Manville, played Frisbee-golf 
throughout the school, and 

seniors who took a free this 
year already know: a free used 
correctly can be invaluable. I 
would look forward to 2PFS 

pany them or stay at school 
and study for my Leonhard 
econ test. Those were never 
fun decisions to make, but 
were important because I’ll 
be faced with similar tough 
circumstances in college, just 
substituting “lunch at the cre-
perie in Warren” with “Friday 
night rager” and “Leonhard’s 
econ test” with “physics mid-
term”. 

I encourage each and ev-
ery underclassman to at least 
consider taking a free period 
during senior year because it 
is truly a blessing in disguise. 
You can use it to finish the 
inevitable large amounts of 
homework and college essay 
work you’ll have during first 
semester, and you can use it 
to have a great time during 
second semester. Needless to 
say, everything you attempt 
during your free will just be 
replicating 2PFS’s work (just 
ask the girls who have a free 
seventh period), but don’t 
let that stop you from trying 
anyway (I will personally 
give $100 to the first under-
classmen who can prove they 
did what we never attempted 
during their free: go to New 
York City, buy a hot dog, and 
come back). And even if you 
can’t or aren’t interested in 
following in our footsteps, at 
least you can do what I did and 
use your free period to meet a 
great group of bros. Because 
of 2PFS, Team India and 
Team Israel will always have 
something new to try during 
second period when we come 
back for alumni weekends.  

Pingry is a Giant Gumball Machine
By CORY RANSOM (VI)

I was going to write about Glee 
Club. I had everything typed up, 
and I had even thought of some 
clever little jokes to make the 
reflection livelier. I was going to 
start with a cute little anecdote 
about my first time singing in front 
of Mr. Winston and then tell you 
about how I decided to join Glee 
Club despite my horrendous voice 
because, hey, you only Pingry 
once (I actually wrote “YOPO.”) 
It turns out that I absolutely loved 
Glee Club (this was my surprise 
twist) and it was one of the best 
experiences I’ve had at Pingry and 
so, boys and girls, never limit your 
opportunities to branch out and try 
new things.

That was it. My entire reflec-
tion. But for some reason it just 
didn’t feel right, and I couldn’t 
figure out why.

Then it came to me in the 
shower.

The reason why I didn’t like 
my Glee Club draft was that it 

was too…formulaic. Predictable. 
Bland. Boring. The beginning, 
middle, and end were too clearly 
defined. It had a very clear “After 
School Special” lesson that every-
one should learn from Pingry. The 
words on the screen didn’t match 
the dynamic story I wanted to tell. 
It was just too simple, and nothing 
at Pingry is simple. So why did I 
feel the need to try to make my 
reflection fit into a certain mold?

Let’s think of Pingry as a giant 
gumball machine: there are a lot 
of different flavors, but no way 
to know which one will come 
out. Everybody puts the same 

drama, bad grades, more stress, 
and meltdowns. But it’s also given 
me happiness, love, friendship, 
good times, and a second home. 

Every day for four years I put 
a quarter into the Pingry machine 
and every day it gave me a com-
pletely unexpected flavor. Of 
course some flavors were sweeter 
than others, but I think the magic 
of the gumball machine comes in 
the moment right before the gum-
ball pops out. In that moment, our 
future is completely uncertain and 
out of our control. We’ve already 
put the quarter in, we pressed the 
button, and now life decides what 

the Pingry machine. It didn’t seem 
fair to me that I could never have 
full control over my life. I worked 
hard over the summer after sopho-
more year to try to skip ahead in 
math, but I had no control over 
the teacher who graded my test 
and determined that I should stay 
in my math track. I did my very 
best on my LeBow speech, but 
I had no control over whom the 
judges picked to move on to the 
next round. I used to hate doing 
anything that I could not fully 
control. I believed that leaving 
anything up to chance would end 
in disaster or heartbreak.

If there’s one thing I now know 
about Pingry, it’s that there is noth-
ing formulaic, predictable, bland, 
or boring about it. Pingry has a 
mind of its own and is impossible 
to control. My four years have 
been a wild ride with unforeseen 
twists, turns, and bumps: a new 
flavor, a new story, and a new 
lesson every day. We don’t know 
what each new day brings, but 
we have to trust that if we hold up 
our end of the bargain by working 
hard and trying our best, Pingry 
will reward us with the tastiest 
flavors in the machine.

It takes a lot of courage to put 
a quarter in the Pingry gumball 
machine, but the risk is always 
worth the reward. Even if we don’t 
like the flavor, we need to have the 
courage to use the machine again 
while we still have the chance. 
There are only a few more quar-
ters left in my pocket, but I assure 
you that every day I have spent 
at Pingry has changed my life 
for the better. Pingry knows what 
it’s doing, so trust in the journey 
it has laid out for you. Know that 
no matter what trials Pingry puts 
you through, they are going to 
make you a stronger person. Let 
go of what you can’t control and 
just enjoy all of the many flavors 
that Pingry has to offer. I know 
that I did.

A. Ren (V)
amount of money into the little 
slot, but we don’t walk away with 
the same bubblegum flavor every 
time. Over the last four years, 
the Pingry gumball machine has 
given me my fair share of stress, 

our flavor will be. In Pingry terms, 
we’ve studied hard, seen our 
teachers, and now we have to wait 
and see how we did on the test.

I used to dread waiting to see 
which gumball would come from 

.A. Ren (V)
(my personal favorite and 
2PFS’s capstone outing) went 
to Russell’s lake house at Lake 
Hopatcong and went tubing 
on the lake. 

But despite what it may 
seem like, the reason I’m writ-
ing this senior reflection is not 
100% to gloat. I learned a lot 
from the time I spent with my 
fellow 2PFS members. Firstly, 
I learned what probably most 

outings every A, C, D, and F 
days because they offered a 
time to de-stress and have fun. 
More importantly, though, 
in its own unique way 2PFS 
helped prepare me for what 
I might encounter in college. 

There were times when 
Russell and Jon planned to 
go on potentially-very-fun 
outings and I hard to decide 
whether or not to accom-

Celebrate Everyone’s 
Hidden Talents
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The End of the Beginning of the End: 
Through the Eyes of a Senior Year Transfer
My year at Pingry was in-

teresting, to say the least. As 
a student who just transferred 
last fall, one of the most com-
mon questions I get asked is, 
“What’s it like to move your 
senior year?” And while I’ve 
given a variety of responses in 
the past, I suppose Commence-
ment is the right time to put 
that question to rest for once 
and for all.

I’d like to start off by say-
ing that life is impossible to 
prepare for, in any way, shape, 
or form, and no matter how 
hard you try––moving to New 
Jersey was no different. Was 
it hard? Of course it was. Life 
has its challenges, but it would 
be pretty boring without those. 
As for what it was actually like, 
I can say that it was new, and 
that’s the best way I can put it. 
Everything for me was new: a 
new school, new people, new 
state, new region, new climate.

Going to a new school and 
knowing that it will be your 
last year of high school is a 
little intimidating, especially at 
a place as tight-knit as Pingry. 
As far as I could gather, Pingry 
classes were pretty much set in 
ninth grade, with little variance 
between then and graduation. 

When I showed up, I didn’t 
know anyone. Luckily, though, 
my first Pingry class ever was 
in Honors Freedom with Mr. 
Keating. I say luckily, because 

People are probably sick of 
hearing this, but Yearbook is 
by far one of my most stressful 
classes. 

I feel like yearbook is the place 
where the true underbelly of the 
school is exposed. The people 
who were given three months 
to write a paragraph about their 
sports team emerge a day before 
the deadline saying they now have 
a math test and can thus no longer 
write it. The seniors whom we 
gave all summer to find pictures 
of themselves for their pages 
come up to me a week after the 
deadline and ask, “When are our 
senior pictures due?” There are 
the people who throw tantrums 
over what senior superlative 
they won. There are the people 
who watch me toil over a page 
and then ask with voices both 
frightened but firm to change it 
completely or add another picture 
or caption. 

There’s something that my 
mother recently told me about 
called Murphy’s law. According 
to Murphy’s law, anything that 
could go wrong will go wrong. 
Yearbook is the definition of 
Murphy’s law.

Most of the first half of the 
year—you know, when seniors 
still care about their futures?—
was spent troubleshooting year-
book’s tendency to implode. 

Despite all of this, Yearbook 
has become my favorite class. 

Yes, there are a million things 
blowing up around me, but there’s 
also the feeling that you’re right 
there, dealing with it. There was 
a weird sense of accomplishment 
that I got when problems disap-
peared. They were terrible at first, 
but the mountain can be whittled 
down into a molehill.

What I’m most grateful to 
yearbook for are the connections 
I found in the senior class. While 

Yearbook: A Boon And A Bane

S. Wang (VI)
some people just look over the 
work I’ve done and nod in mute 
agreement, there are the people 
whom I sat with and managed 
to find humor with. There were 
the quiet comforting words that I 
had to say to more people than I 
could count:

“You were such a cute kid!”
“No, your signature’s one of 

the coolest I’ve seen.”
“That’s a really funny quote. 

It’s not creepy/common/confus-
ing at all.”

But there were also moments 
where people didn’t realize that 
their faces were lighting up or 
where they looked just so happy 
that their senior page was coming 
together exactly how they wanted 
it to. I was honored and touched to 
be a part of that. 

I was also moved by the staff, 
the people who were right there, 
agonizing about whether their 
pictures were even or whether the 
resolution would be good enough. 
This is a culmination of four years 
together, and it was a lot of pres-
sure not to mess that up. I’m just 

glad that people trusted this short, 
sassy girl who’d never touched the 
software before last year.

The senior class isn’t perfect. 
Not by a long shot. No class is. 
But what yearbook did is it gave 
me snapshots into how beautiful 
our imperfection can be. The best 
pictures in any section of the year-
book are the ones that just capture 
the joy of being with people who 
care about you and whom you 
care about. The pages are filled 
with memories of groups and mo-
ments that mattered only because 
of the people who were sharing it 
with you. Yes, it was hell to edit 
those insanely long pictures of 
groups of people all in one line… 
but isn’t it wonderful to look into 
the yearbook and realize that those 
people lining the bottom of your 
senior page were all your friends? 
That the party you took it at was 
crazy, but you wouldn’t have it 
any other way? That the face you 
were pulling right then was flat 
out hilarious? 

Yearbook has allowed me 
the opportunity to talk to people 

By VICTORIA CASTILLO (VI)

By ZACHARY  STEINHARDT (VI)

whom, freshman year, I never 
thought would even give me 
the time of day. The lines that 
seemed so important for four years 
blurred, and my laptop seemed 
to give me an all-access pass to 
the worlds of people whom I’d 
assumed things about. The guy 
I was afraid of who turned out 
to have a heart of gold. The girl 
whom I thought would laugh at 
me actually comforted me when I 
accidentally messed up her page. 
The people around that none of us 
will ever completely understand. 
But that’s OK. It’s these people, 
the senior class and every other 
grade before and after us, that 
I was blessed to walk the halls 
with and be around for ten years 
of my life. 

Yearbook may be one of my 
most stressful classes. It may be 
my favorite class. But it’s in this 
class that I didn’t only learn about 
life and how I should live it, but 
about how everyone else lives 
theirs, and how it’s the differences 
from my life to theirs that makes 
living something beautiful.

L. Kim (VI)
looking back I cannot imagine a 
better class to start off the begin-
ning of my end to high school: 
the discussion was thought-pro-
voking, the students were open 
and honest, and at that moment, I 
knew that things would be okay. 

Since that class, the best way 
I can put the past eight months 
is that it’s been quite the thrill. 
It’s no secret that senior year 
is tough, and when you add a 
new environment to the stress 
of applying to college, you are 
looking at no mean feat. But 
I’m grateful to have had a chal-
lenge that, unlike most other 
challenges, presented itself with 
uncountable chances to learn 
and grow.

To be quite honest, I’m not 

sure what I expected when I first 
moved into the neighborhood: 
more snow, for sure, but beyond 
that, everything was a mystery. 
But I can say with certainty that 
what I got was an improvement 
over what I could have had, and 
I don’t think I would even be 
going to college where I am had 
it not been for the support that 
I received from my teachers, 
mentors and peers. Trust me 
when I say that this is a special 
place in that regard: the admin-
istration may do things that we 
dislike, but overall they treat 
the students well, far better than 
I had expected or had become 
accustomed to back in Tampa. 

For the future, I feel ready. 
Between friends, family, my old 

school, and Pingry, I can safely 
say that I am prepared for what-
ever comes ahead in the great 
white north known as Hamilton, 
New York. 

I guess what I’m saying is, 
moving at this time is hard, but 
only if you let it be. Life is what 
you make of it, so if you think 
the move will be miserable, 
you’re right. If you keep an open 
mind and think about all the new 
experiences made possible then 
the move will be fantastic.

I’m not sure how much I 
will miss high school––Pingry 
did what it needed to, and with 
a smile. But I can say with cer-
tainty that I will never forget my 
time in New Jersey – all twelve 
months and one day of it. 

EDITORIAL

—Lori Kim

Anyone who knows me knows that I’m hopelessly addicted 
to the TV show “Parks and Recreation.” I often compare my 
friends to “Parks” characters, babble about the latest episode, 
and ceaselessly praise how the show crushes gender stereotypes 
to anyone who’s (not-so) willing to listen.

“Parks” has garnered praise for its hilarious yet poignant 
brand of comedy. But beyond the wacky characters, whimsical 
plotlines, and political jokes is the greatest love story in TV 
history: the friendship of Parks director/die-hard libertarian 
Ron Swanson and deputy director/good-government liberal 
Leslie Knope. Despite their dramatically different political 
beliefs and personal styles, they somehow manage to come to 
the compromises that make for a strong Parks department and, 
of course, a great show.

As I prepare to graduate from high school, “Parks and Rec” 
coincidentally ends its final season, and in many ways, the 
show has come to define my my time at Pingry. But beyond 
the late nights, wacky friendships, and absurd drama that seem 
to have characterized my time here is the greatest love story in 
Pingry Record history: the friendship of the brainy, impervious, 
hardworking Abhiram and the perky, neurotic, aspirational me. 
Despite our dramatically different interests and personalities, 
we somehow manage to come to compromises when crafting 
our monthly issues.

But I’d be lying if I said that it’s always easy for us (two 
headstrong, self-reliant people) to negotiate our differences. We 
could find a gap on a page and end up arguing over whether 
to replace it with a crossword puzzle or advice column. Or, I 
could ask him to read over a line in my editorial and end up in 
a two-hour long debate over the validity of the Baltimore riots.

In working together, though, we’ve also come to acknowl-
edge each other’s––and our own––weaknesses, which has 
allowed us to capitalize on our strengths. When we have three 
hours to meet our deadline, Abhiram automatically opens the 
InDesign layout sheet on his computer while I edit articles on 
mine. During assignment meetings, I’m the one who encour-
ages budding writers to take on new tasks, while Abhiram is the 
one who updates the assignment sheet, somehow managing to 
remember every single person’s name with the proper spelling. 
When we are surveying people for Word in the Hall, I’m the 
one with the camera while Abhiram is the one with the notepad.

But just the fact that we have established our roles on the 
paper isn’t what makes our relationship strong––it’s the fact 
that, despite our different brands of happiness, we still manage 
to respect each other’s best interests, and that’s what gives us 
room to compromise.

Even though Leslie is tenacious by nature, she doesn’t bull-
doze Ron for what she thinks is for his own good. Instead of 
forcing a surprise party on Ron for his birthday, Leslie arranges 
for him to spend the evening blissfully alone. 

My friendship with Abhiram is hard-won, and though it’s 
great when we can agree, we’re still respectful opponents 
when we don’t. And sometimes we’ll even find time to show 
give each other glimpses of our own personal styles: he’ll let 
me lay out a page in the InDesign, and I’ll teach him how to 
use the DSLR to take a few pictures for Word in the Hall. We 
even come to discover our similarities: our love of “Modern 
Family,” our interest in politics, our desire to one day be in 
broadcast journalism.

In a place that’s bustling with all different types of people, 
it’s easy to segregate ourselves by our interests and hobbies. 
But it’s when we meet those who are different from us that we 
learn the most about ourselves. Try out K-Pop, attend a Journal 
Club meeting, poke your head into the Publications Suite (it’s 
air-conditioned!)––who knows, you may find your future lab 
partner or co-editor or best friend.

Learn to not only accept but also embrace those who are dif-
ferent from you. Compromise without compromising yourself: 
stay true to your beliefs, and acknowledge your weaknesses 
while never, ever discrediting your strengths. 

As I ease into the foreign world of adulthood, I’m beginning 
to see that the biggest issues that face our society today––same-
sex marriage, income inequality, global warming––can’t be 
solved until both sides of the political spectrum come to some 
form of compromise. My idea of the perfect paper is far dif-
ferent from Abhiram’s, but it’s only when we compromise that 
we can put out the best paper possible. We stand for different 
beliefs and interests, and while making room for things that we 
might not appreciate can be painful, these compromises allow 
us to give voices to different members of the community. Some 
might align better with Abhiram’s preferences and some might 
align better with mine.

As Leslie Knope prepares her campaign for Governor of 
Indiana and Ron Swanson goes on to work for the National 
Parks Department, Abhiram and I also prepare ourselves to 
head off to separate colleges and eventually separate careers. 
Who knows, maybe one day we will find ourselves butting 
heads once again, but this time on the split screen of some talk/
news debate program.

But our duty as Editors-in-Chief isn’t complete until we 
send the Commencement issue to press (that is, if we ever 
come to an agreement on whether the Green Group article or 
crossword puzzle should go on Page 21), and this issue is the 
truly culmination of a great year at Pingry and a great four years 
working with the Record. 

In the end, Abhiram and I only started writing for The Record 
for the purpose of delivering news––to report about the people 
who make for the pulse of Pingry––and our friendship just came 
about serendipitously. It just so happened that while transcrib-
ing other people’s stories, we simultaneously wrote our own. 

The Odd Couple
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You might have noticed 
while flipping through the 
yearbook that I was voted 
“Most Anti-Establishment” 
for my senior superlative. 
And I do like to consider 
myself a bit of an icono-
clast—my friend Kyle al-
ways jokingly asks me if 
I found my clothes in the 
forest, my older sisters have 
been dragging me with them 
to political protests before I 
could even understand their 
purpose, and I’ll even admit 
that my music taste is pretty 
wacky. Yet, as Matt and I 
went to take our superla-
tive picture, he turned to 
me and laughed at the irony 
of our class, full of bud-
ding capitalists, labeling us 
anti-establishment. After all 
wouldn’t that make us pretty 
pro-establishment? 

Being the angsty teenager 
that I am, I’ve always slight-
ly resented my prep school 
upbringing. While I know 
that I should be grateful 
for the opportunities that I 
have been afforded, I tend to 
resent my parents for giving 
me a life full of safety and 
opportunity. I’ve always felt 
that, by delivering me my 
upper-middle class world 
on a silver platter,  they 
have denied me a sense of 
self-respect that comes with 
everyday struggles: balanc-
ing a job and schoolwork, 
paying college loans, etc.

Stop Resenting Your Privilege and Overcome Your Angst
But as I face the uncer-

tainty of the future—col-
lege, jobs, real life—I’m 
beginning to feel that this 
school, and all that it im-
plies, has made a giant hyp-
ocrite out of me. By now, 
it almost sounds cliché: 
a disillusioned white girl 
complaining about privilege 
while she reaps its benefits, 
touting around a false sense 
of righteousness. Pingry has 
seemingly become a scape-
goat for my insecurities. 

Perhaps this is due to 
my stubborn nature, but I 
feel like I can trace back 
everything that I am self-
consc ious  about  to  my 
prep-school bubble. I’m the 
youngest child in a family of 
dissidents, and among my 
angsty, hyper rebellious old-
er siblings, my own angst 
and rebellion always felt 
hopelessly inadequate. My 
protests were inconsistent, 
my societal critiques weak 
and half-formed, and, try as 
I might, I was bound to the 
ever-traditional and ultra-
sheltered life my parents 
had bought into. 

I was beginning to realize 
my hopeless lack of experi-
ence, my inadequacy, and 
worst of all, my hypocrisy: 
I certainly hadn’t earned the 
righteousness I carried with 
me. It was possible that, 
through my affected disap-
preciation, I was even worse 
than those who embraced 
the privileged, “country 
club” lifestyle that I was 

trying so hard to shake.
In this sense,  beyond 

just academics, Pingry has 
challenged me enormously: 

the same career path that 
my parents did. Pingry has 
given me the skills I need 
for whatever path I choose. 

By FRANCES STEELE (VI)

Many I know I will not 
pursue, but that doesn’t 
give me the right to place 
judgment on those who 
do. It has taught me that 
no matter where you come 
from, your past will mold 
you, and you might as well 
let it do so in the best way 
possible. Being grateful 
for a privileged upbringing 
should bring humility, not 
guilt and defiance.

The real world is so dif-
ferent from that in which 
Pingry has nurtured us. 
When I graduate college, I 
won’t be able to pass myself 

off as anti-establishment or 
pretend that I’m some type 
of renegade. I will, in an 
even more wrenching way, 

be forced to recognize just 
how preppy and privileged 
I am. 

During ISP, I worked on 
a farm and met a Rutgers 
student who graduated from 
Mendham High. In addition 
to working at the farm, he 
holds another job in a UPS 
warehouse that he has to get 
up for at 3:30 a.m. every 
day. Despite having taken 
a gap year in Nepal, he still 
talked about the factory as 
the biggest culture shock 
of his life. For the people 
whom he worked with in the 
warehouse, college wasn’t 

even on the table:  they 
didn’t have the privilege 
to think about the future 
beyond their next paycheck. 
Their main concern was to 
ensure that they had enough 
to pay rent and hang onto 
their jobs long enough to 
raise their kids and retire. 
There was no room for false 
pride or righteousness in 
their lives. 

I was dumbstruck by the 
reality of how lucky I am; 
my own dreams are endless. 
Some of them are simple, 
but all of them exist because 
of where I come from and 
the opportunities I have 
been allowed. 

We a t  P ingry  a re  so 
incredibly lucky to have 
something as basic as an 
education (and a great one at 
that). Need I add the amaz-
ing teachers, opportunities, 
and resources that are at our 
disposal? 

I know that this sentiment 
is clichéd by now; we have 
all heard it a million times 
before… But that’s only be-
cause it’s a sentiment wor-
thy of repetition. We know 
we’re privileged, but we 
don’t always acknowledge 
the fact that, higher power 
of reincarnation aside, we 
can’t earn what we have 
been given. All we can do 
is run with our privilege and 
opportunities; we can try 
to share them and do good. 
And hopefully the world 
will be a better place when 
we are finished. 

In 18 years, I have gone 
to Pingry for almost triple 
the amount of time that I 
haven’t. I have moved from 
the Short Hills Campus to 
the Martinsville Campus to 
the “Basking Ridge Cam-
pus.” I have participated 
in six field days,  given 
upwards of fifty tours, and 
sat in the audience at five 
Pingry graduations. 

My “liferdom” has been 
the defining feature of my 
existence thus far, so natu-
rally there are many things I 
could say about it—I could 
talk about how the cam-
puses are my second homes 
and how the community has 
become my pseudo-family, 
describe how being a part 
of the Pingry family has 
shaped me in innumerable 
ways, and search for the 
perfect sentiment to express 
my gratitude for all of the 
lessons I have learned over 
the past 13 years. 

But instead, I want to 
write about the final months 
of my senior year. 

Spring is wrought with 
difficulties for senioritis-
afflicted, out-of-dress-code, 
soon-to-be-alumni seniors. 
We are definitively commit-
ting to colleges, stressing 
out over Prom dates, and 
not-so-furiously studying 
for the AP exams that we 
probably won’t get credit 
for. And I can’t leave out 
the 1 a.m. existential crises 
we experience when en-
countered by the question of 
what to do now that the col-

Moving Beyond the Existential Void: Lean In
By CAROL PORGES (VI)

lege process, which we have 
been agonizing over for the 
past six months—if not the 
past six years—is over. 

I would be lying if I said 
that I didn’t feel a substan-
tial weight lifted off my 
shoulders (and my heavy, 

overtired eyelids with it) 
when I was finished with the 
college process. But along 
with the realization that I of-
ficially knew where I would 
be spending the next four 
years was the sudden shock 
of preparing to leave a place 

that has become almost too 
comfortable.

For nine years, I never 
questioned being at Pingry. 
However, when I entered 
freshman year, I suddenly 
felt all together unhappy in 
a place that I had identified 

myself with virtually since 
birth. I had spent the sum-
mer before listening to my 
siblings regale me about 
their fun-filled freshman 
years at Pingry and convinc-
ing myself that I felt ready 
and excited to be pushed 
slightly out of my comfort 
zone. 

It was an unwelcomed 
surprise when I didn’t au-
tomatically fall into the 
fold of yet another year at 
Pingry upon entering ninth 
grade. I struggled to main-
tain an outward display of 
togetherness,  and being 
unready for the transition 
to high school had a huge 
impact on my self-esteem. 
This spring, the moment I 
shifted my focus from the 
“where” to the “how” of my 
transition to college, I was 
reminded of how unhappy I 
felt in the beginning of high 
school and was immediately 
terrified that I would face a 
cyclical experience come 
fall. 

I started worrying about 
finding a good roommate 
and living in the best dorm. 
My friends seemed so se-
cure in their future plans, 
and every time one of them 
mentioned next year, I could 
feel my stomach drop. I con-
vinced myself that I have no 
clue about what I am doing. 
Even worse, I convinced 
myself that I am not ready to 
go to college, because four 
years ago, I wasn’t ready to 
go to high school. 

Yet I eventually came to 
the realization that being so 
comfortable in the Pingry 

community throughout el-
ementary and middle school 
had been a detriment to my 
growth. As I moved from 
campus to campus, I was 
able to stand back and watch 
the scenes shift around me, 
letting old characters leave 
and new ones emerge. I 
didn’t play an active role in 
my own life. When I didn’t 
automatically fit in fresh-
man year, I stood back and 
waited for a sudden change, 
expecting to wake up one 
day and be happy. It took the 
entirety of that year for me 
to feel comfortable again 
at Pingry, but I learned that 
adapting to a new environ-
ment is a gradual process. 

Surely enough, in the 
final weeks of my senior 
year, I again began to feel 
like I didn’t belong at Pin-
gry. Small signs started to 
appear: I felt apathetic to-
wards annoyances caused by 
underclassmen that would 
have vexed me to no end 
earlier this year; I stopped 
feeling like I needed to im-
press everyone by seeming 
put together every day. 

But being ready to move 
on doesn’t necessarily re-
quire me to abandon the 
comfort I feel in the Pingry 
community. 

In fact, as I head into 
my sixth and final Pingry 
graduation, I know that I 
will always be connected to 
Pingry through the relation-
ships I have formed with my 
teachers and my peers dur-
ing my time here. After all, 
they don’t call us “lifers” 
for nothing.

S. Wang (VI)
I didn’t want to feel like I 
had been given everything 
my entire life. But the thing 
is, I have. By allowing me 
this realization, Pingry has 
humbled me immensely. It 
has forced me to acknowl-
edge and accept my privi-
lege instead of pretending 
that fighting against it is the 
same thing as not having it 
at all. 

And it wasn’t until I real-
ized this that I was able to 
see how Pingry has shown 
me so many different op-
tions for my future: I don’t 
necessarily have to follow 

N. Lu (IV)
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As my body settled into 
the chilly water, I antici-
pated the shrill whistle that 
every water polo player 
knows by heart, the sound 
that signifies the start of 
every match. The instant it 
sounded, I exploded off the 
wall. Spraying the chlori-
nated water with both my 
feet and hands, I used all of 
my muscles solely for the 
possession of the yellow ball 
that was harmlessly floating 
in the middle of the pool.

The beginning of each 
water polo meet is the most 
exciting: as we stand around 
each other huddled in a 
circle, arms slung over our 
backs, even if we know 
the outcome, for better or 
for worse, we make it our 
goal to simply “play polo.” 
In other words, to act as a 
team, to play as a team, and 
to play with enough heart 
that even if we may not ex-
ecute the perfect formation, 
we still know we tried our 
best. Hearts pounding, we 
look forward to whatever 
unfolds. Though I was  on 
Pingry’s swimming team, 
I’ve never before experi-
enced this thrill I get with 
my water polo teammates.

As I think back to when 
I first entered the pool deck 
for water polo practice last 
year,  I  remember how I 
regarded water polo on a 
very superficial level. In this 
way, I reflected my parents. 
We saw water polo solely 
for its tangible value––a 

Make Your Own Ulysses Bucket List
varsity letter that might 
help me look better on paper 
for college. Accordingly, I 
approached practice with 
a certain hesitancy, as if I 

I had changed until, a few 
weeks later, my parents de-
cided that water polo was no 
longer worth my time. Talk-
ing to me as if I still shared 

By ANTHONY WANG (VI)

S. Wang (VI)
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Congratulations, New Stud Gov Members!
Form VI

 
Student Body President: Holly 

Butrico
 

Class President: Erin Dugan 
 

Vice-President: Yanni Angelides
 

Ursula Dedekind

Caroline Terens

TanTan Wang

Chris Witte

Tommy Westerhold

Form V 
 

Class President: Zach Keller 
 

Vice President: Will DiGrande

Sandeep Biswas

Natalie Lucciola

Jason Resnick

Sophie Ricciardi

Jimmy Topor

Form IV 
 

Class President: Mike Weber
 

Vice President: Rachel Chen 
 

Jackie Chang

Josie Cummings

Calvary Dominique

Malcolm Fields

Max Sanchez

S. Wang (VI)

Finding My Own Breakfast Club
By NICOLE MO (VI)

I sit in my cold metal chair, a 
questionably stained countertop 
in front of me. With all of the 
lights turned off except for a few 
fluorescent stragglers, my usually 
messy pencil marks are basically 
incomprehensible. It’s bizarrely 
chilly for a spring night in a build-
ing with no air-conditioning, and 
the meager offerings of the one 
vending machine on the premises 
leave me grossly unsatisfied.

It’s 7:30 p.m., and I’m still at 
school.And I’m actually ok with 
it. In fact, I’m actively choosing to 
spend those few spare hours after 
school, well, at school.

No, it’s not just because I’m 
a nerd with a slightly overactive 
work ethic. I mean it might play a 
small role. When friends, teachers 
and confused strangers quizzically 
ask me why I’m still at school 
at the ungodly hour of 7 p.m., I 
usually tell them that it’s because 
I only get work done at school. 
This is true. The reason I started 
staying after school was because I 
just wasn’t getting any work done 
once I collapsed into my bed; it’s 
reasonable that I’m more produc-
tive in a setting where it’s less 
socially acceptable to sporadically 
snore. But even after the crippling 
effects of senioritis set in, I was 
still sitting at the STC Help Desk (I 
doubt that it’s actually called this, 
but that’s what I’m going to call it) 
long after it turned dark outside. It 
isn’t only me sitting there, though, 
and I think that’s what has made it 
not just bearable, but memorable.

These days, it feels like resent-
ing high school is simply another 
part of the holistic teenage experi-
ence. It’s a place rife with stress 
and anxiety, both academic and 
social. It’s a place that persistently 
nags us about our imminent en-
trance into adulthood while still 

maintaining ground rules for when 
and what we eat. I understand why 
some of my friends and peers de-
clare their impatience to get out of 
here and never look back; I don’t 
exactly feel the crushing nostalgia 
that some exceptionally emotional 
adults tell us about. Nonetheless, 
I think a lot of people, myself 
included, are at least a little sad to 
be leaving. At this point, naively or 
not, most people are confident that 
they will keep in touch with the 
friends who matter; it’s the clubs 
and teams and the occasional 
class that they know they’ll miss. 
Pingry, no matter what you think 
of it, is familiar, and in the face of a 
great abyss of unknown come au-
tumn, that familiarity feels pretty 
good, at least to me. For some, this 
familiarity manifests itself in the 
basketball team or Debate or iRT. 
For me, it came in the comfortable 
routine of doing work long after 
school ended with a handful of 
others, papers sprawled hopelessly 
in front of us and laptops opened 
to blank Word documents. It was 
an amusing and perhaps slightly 
unhealthy situation we’ve found 
ourselves in night after night, and 
it’s what I’m going to think of 
when I look back at my time here.

Will I get made fun of if I 
compare us to the Breakfast Club? 
Ok, I’m going to do it anyways. 
While none of us has the steely 
rebellion or flared nostrils of Judd 
Nelson, we are what the Breakfast 
Club famously embodies: a ragtag 
group of random and unassum-
ing students taking comfort in an 
empty school that, when stripped 
of the pressure and neuroses, is 
actually pretty soothing. Some of 
us are there to finally finish some 
procrastinated work, some are 
there to get ahead on their work. 
Some wait for a late practice or 
match, and some are there just 
because. Brains, athletes, basket 

cases, princesses, criminals and 
everything in between—it’s not 
why we are there that threads us 
together; it’s that we’re comfort-
able enough to be there. Whether 
you are active in every club and 
extracurricular there is or have 
gone to painstaking lengths to 
avoid ever having to make a morn-
ing announcement (that’d be me), 
I think that Pingry offers a safety 
net, if not a second home. 

 In a weird way, I learned to love 
this school in the hours when 90% 
of its inhabitants weren’t there. 
It’s not because I dislike 90% 
of the school’s population. It’s 
because they were, as a collective 
mass, an overwhelming wave of 
academic and adolescent energy. 
The emptiness that the other 
10% and I experienced stripped 
away a lot of the excess noise and 
allowed me to realize that, at its 
core, this school is a place I have 
thoroughly enjoyed. Ok, even if I 
haven’t enjoyed every second, I 

flex, my reply was no; after 
all, I had tasted and relished 
what it felt to belong to a 
team. Despite the brevity of 
my experience, I felt a very 
strong personal connection 
with my fellow teammates. 
Because we depended di-
rectly on one another to 
succeed, we built connec-
tions that were immediate, 
robust,  and compelling. 
And I wasn’t about to give 
that up.

There’s a post that I came 
across on Reddit called the 
“Ulysses Bucket List”—my 
fellow Redditors might be 
familiar with it. It was about 
how a Redditor who, at age 
15, met a 17-year-old girl, 
Amanda, while trying to 
run away from home (The 
Redditor goes by “Yon-
kie2013,” but for simplic-
ity’s sake, let’s call him 
Yonkie). At the end of their 
hour-long encounter on the 
train, Amanda asked Yonkie 
if he wanted to be chal-
lenged. Due to his adventur-
ous spirit, he said yes and 
Amanda challenged him to 
read James Joyce’s 265,000-
word novel, “Ulysses.” To 
Yonkie, it not only helped 
him become more willing 
to try new things, but it 
also gave him something to 
remember Amanda by. 

Yonkie decided to chal-
lenge himself to challenge 
strangers he meets on his 
various journeys to music 
festivals and foreign coun-
tries. For Yonkie, giving 
these people challenges 
(and having them give him 

a challenge in return) helps 
him remember the enriching 
experiences and conversa-
tions he has with strangers. 
By the end of the post, 
Yonkie challenges others to 
do the same: take a chance 
by challenging others, and 
yourself, to do something 
that you may have never 
imagined yourself doing.

I like to think of my high 
school experience as my 
personal Ulysses Bucket 
List of sorts––my greatest 
challenge was challenging 
myself to try new things. 
While trying out for sports 
teams and signing up for 
clubs might  seem com-
monplace to others, I came 
into this school believing 
that studies were a priority 
(what a surprise!) and that 
the classroom was the only 
aspect of my high school 
career. I somewhat isolated 
myself because I believed 
that all I needed was my 
purpose, which was to suc-
ceed academically. Every-
thing, including a social life, 
wasn’t as pertinent.

While I at first pursued 
these activities with a su-
perficial mindset––Waks-
man was an academic club, 
Swimming offered me a var-
sity letter, and Band allowed 
me to apply for a competi-
tive regional orchestra––I 
came to genuinely enjoy 
them all. School life became 
less about academia and 
more about participating 
in activities that I actually 
enjoyed.

I know that Pingry loves 

to emphasize how offers a 
lot of opportunities, but it 
took me four years, count-
less hours in the pool, and 
exhausting fights with my 
parents  to realize this for 
myself. This is probably an 
overused analogy, but an ex-
perience at Pingry is really 
like a piece of clay; you can 
shape it any way you want.

Taking these leaps, es-
pecially for people like me, 
can be daunting, since they 
sometimes require you to 
put your grades on hold and 
prioritize things beyond just 
school work. 

It was hard for me to 
stick with water polo while 
preparing for the SAT’s and 
all of the infamy that is as-
sociated with junior year. 

But I can honestly say 
that playing water polo has 
been one of the best experi-
ences of my life because it 
has taught me the concept of 
playing a team sport just for 
the sake of playing. 

I had a hard time grasping 
this concept, even though I 
have always embraced the 
fact that I learn for the sake 
of learning.

Whether you’re off to 
college, the workplace, or 
just another year at Pingry, I 
challenge you to make your 
own Ulysses Bucket List. 

Sometimes you just have 
to take a chance, and while 
that may be frightening, you 
might just learn something 
about yourself that will 
change who you are. Or, in 
the words of my fellow gam-
ers from Twitch, “Kappa.”

have enjoyed the 
security of being 
able to leave my 
laptop unattended 
in the senior area 
while I go to grab a 
snack. I’ve enjoyed 
knowing the names 
and faces of teach-
ers I never had and 
the fact that they 
say hello to me in 
the halls despite 
never having me in 
class. I’ve enjoyed 
being able to sit at 
school well past 
the conventional 
time, surrounded 
by kids with whom 
I share no classes, 
activities or even 
traits, except our 
mutual affinity for 
staying that late 
and actually kind 
of liking it.

didn’t want to get my feet 
wet, both literally and figu-
ratively. But with every day 
that passed, my skepticism 
was slowly chipped away 
as my connection with my 
team grew with every drill 
we performed.

I didn’t realize how much 

their take on sports, they 
believed that I would oblige 
them and quit the team.

“Not only do you need to 
focus on your SAT’s, your 
clarinet, and your studies, 
but swimming is enough,” 
they argued.

But like an instinctive re-

5
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This Class of 2015, with its 
142 students, is attending 68 dif-
ferent schools next September. 
Altogether, students applied to 
182 different colleges, which is 
quite similar to last year’s 184 
colleges. 21% of the class is at-
tending an Ivy League School, 
and 19% of the seniors are 
recruited athletes. 

According to Director of Col-
lege Counseling Mr. Timothy 
Lear ’92, this year’s acceptance 
rate was highly impressive. He 
said that though this year was 
more competitive than last year, 
“the students did great in terms 
of where they applied and where 
they got in.” 

Many students applied for 
colleges early, which included 
Early Decision I, Early Deci-
sion II, Restrictive Early Action, 

Early Action, Rolling Admis-
sion, and Priority Admission. 
84% of the seniors who applied 
early were accepted to at least 
one early school, compared to 
the 79% in the Class of 2014. 

Mr. Lear noted that apply-
ing “early” to a school is an 
absolute must for students. He 
said, “Applying early is to the 
advantage of the student one 
hundred percent of the time.” 
He continued, “The numbers 
speak for themselves. The ap-
plicant pools are so crowded 
and full in the regular round.” 
97% of the students, the highest 
number ever, have applied early. 
Mr. Lear thinks this is a fantastic 
idea because “schools are filling 
more of their freshmen class in 
the early round.” 

While fifty students applied 
to only one college, the average 
number of schools that students 

By KATIE HO (IV)

2015 Senior Class Will Attend 68 Different Schools
applied to was seven. Because 
colleges want such a varied 
applicant pool, Mr. Lear said, 
“Students are applying to more 
schools, and maybe even over 
applying. The Pingry numbers 
are great, fewer than ten schools, 
which is really sane.” 

“The students really applied 
to an incredibly diverse list of 
schools,” according to Mr. Lear. 
New colleges this year that have 
not matriculated at Pingry in 
the past four years from 2011 to 
2014 include American Univer-
sity, University of Cambridge 
(Kings’ College), Chapman 
University, New Jersey Insti-
tute of Technology, University 
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, 
Occidental College, Pomona 
College, Quinnipiac University, 
Rhodes College, University of 
Rochester, Southern Methodist 
University, and Xavier Uni-

Colleges with the Highest Pingry Matriculation in 2015

Where Graduates Are Heading Next Fall

Highlights:
•	 Bowdoin:	Highest	number	enrolling	(3)	in	over	a	decade

•	 Carnegie	Mellon:	Highest	number	enrolling	(6)	in	over	a	decade

•	 Harvard:	Highest	number	enrolling	(6)	in	over	a	decade

•	 Washington	University:	Highest	number	enrolling	(7)	in	over	a	decade

•	 UNC:	Highest	number	admitted	(3)	since	2008

•	 Amherst:	Highest	number	admitted	(5)	in	over	a	decade

•	 Williams:	Highest	number	admitted	(6)	in	over	a	decade

•	 University	of	Pennsylvania:	Highest	number	enrolling	(8)	since	2009

•	 American	University
•	 University	of	Cambridge	(Kings’	College)
•	 Chapman	University
•	 New	Jersey	Institute	of	Technology
•	 University	of	North	Carolina-Chapel	Hill

versity.
The highest matriculation 

schools include the University 
of Pennsylvania, with eight stu-
dents attending, Washington 
University in St. Louis, with 
seven students attending, Carn-
egie Mellon, Harvard University, 
and Lehigh with six students at-
tending each, and both Hamilton 
College and NYU with five stu-
dents attending each. Mr. Lear 
commented that the “big winners 
in terms of students attending 
are Washington University in 
St. Louis, Harvard, Carnegie 
Mellon, and the University of 
Pennsylvania.” He continued 
that these schools are an “all 
time high for us. They really 
stand out.”

Though applying for col-
leges can be a highly stressful 
task, Mr. Lear was impressed 
that the Class of 2015 handled 
themselves very well during 
such a chaotic process. He said 
that the seniors “took things in 
stride and didn’t overreact to 
disappointments or overreact 
to good news. They were very 
even, which allowed them to ride 
out disappointments.”  

Mr. Lear is most looking for-
ward to graduation. He said, “We 
still have a couple of students 
pursuing the wait list. Gradu-
ation is when I finally exhale 
because the waitlist is done, 
and typically by that time, both 
we and the seniors know where 
they are going.” College Coun-
selor Mrs. Amy Cooperman ’90 

said her favorite part of this year 
was having her first counseling 
group. She said, “It was a very 
meaningful year with my group 
of eight. I’m so proud of them.” 
In addition, Mrs. Finnegan’s and 
her husband’s newborn baby was 
another highlight for both Mr. 
Lear and Mrs. Cooperman. 

When asked if he had any 
advice for the upcoming fresh-
men, sophomores, juniors, Mr. 
Lear said, “My first advice for 

the juniors is the same as for 
the freshmen. Don’t stop taking 
risks. I think that the kids who 
are successful in the college pro-
cess are the ones who continue 
to stretch themselves, and take 
intellectual, social, athletic, and 
artistic risks. My second piece 
of advice would be for students 
to find what makes them happy. 
It’s hard to find what you like, 
but when you do, you have to 
pursue it.” 

•	 Occidental	College
•	 Pomona	College
•	 Quinnipiac	College
•	 Rhodes	College
•	 Xavier	University

Congratulations to Mrs. Finegan on her newborn baby 
girl Bridget (Class of 2033?)! Courtesy of Mrs. Cooperman’90

New	Schools	for	2015	(since	2011):
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College Placement
RUTH “RUTHIE” ADVOKAT 

LEHIGH UNIVERSITY  

LEAH AJMANI 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY  

JEREMY ALGOO 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

YANDELY ALMONTE 
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

GIANNA ARATA 
BUCKNELL UNIVERSITY

NATHAN “NATE” BALLINTYN 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS

EVA “EVY” BARNETT 
SAVANNAH COLLEGE OF ART AND 

DESIGN

RUSSELL BECKERMAN 
DARTMOUTH COLLEGE

SARAH BECKMEN 
DUKE UNIVERSITY 

MARK BIEDRON 
BABSON COLLEGE

WILLIAM “BILLY” BIERDS III 
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY  

JAY BOBER 
NEW JERSEY INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY  

KYLE BOYLAN 
BOSTON COLLEGE

DAVID BRAVERMAN 
HAMILTON COLLEGE  

ALLIE BRENNER 
OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE

JONATHAN BUTLER 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

MARIA “VICTORIA” CASTILLO 
MUHLENBERG COLLEGE

FREDERICK  “FRED” CHANG 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

JAMES CHARTOUNI 
DARTMOUTH COLLEGE

JULIAN CHARTOUNI 
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY

BENJAMIN “BEN” CHEN 
UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER

KIMBERLY “KIM” CHEN 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY 

JOSHUA “JOSH” CHIN 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY

STEPHANIE CLARK 
TULANE UNIVERSITY

KATIA COLON 
BOSTON COLLEGE

KAELEA COMPOSTO 
GETTYSBURG COLLEGE

HUNTER CONTI 
VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY

JAMESON “JAMIE” COOK 
HAMILTON COLLEGE  

GREGORY “GREG” CORTAZZO 
CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY

CHRISTINE DAIFOTIS 
UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND

MATTHEW “MATT” DANNENBAUM 
WASHINGTON AND LEE UNIVERSITY

ROBERTO DE ALMEIDA 
XAVIER UNIVERSITY

ROBERT “ROBBIE” DIAZ 
DENISON UNIVERSITY

TAYLOR DILLON 
WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

MARGARET DING 
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY  

EMMA ENGEL 
GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY  

JAMES “JAMIE” FINNEGAN 
WILLIAMS COLLEGE

SEAN FISCHER 
UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER

THOMAS FOREMAN 
COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY

CAROLINE FREINBERG 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY  

JUSTIN FRIEDMAN 
GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

JULIA FRIEND 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS 

MATTHEW “MATT” FROMM 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

LILY GRAFF 
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 

JAKE GREENBERG 
PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY, 

UNIVERSITY PARK

GAURAV GUPTA 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

JORDAN HANSEN 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY

COBY HARRIS 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY

BRIDGET HARRISON 
BARNARD COLLEGE

KAMAU HOLSTON 
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

UGOADA “UGO” IKORO 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA, 

CHAPEL HILL

RACHEL JACOB 
THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 

CLAUDIA JIANG 
BROWN UNIVERSITY

TAKIYAH JOHNSON 
DUKE UNIVERSITY

WILLIAM “WILL” JOHNSON 
DARTMOUTH COLLEGE

ABHIRAM KARUPPUR 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

LORRAINE “LORI” KIM 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

ANNELISE KINNEY 
LAFAYETTE COLLEGE

ALEC KIRMSER 
CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY

BRANDON KONG 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY 

NICOLE KOROGODSKY 
CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY 

KEERTHI KOTHA 
LAFAYETTE COLLEGE

ELIZABETH “LIZ” KRAEUTLER 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

DOUGLAS “DOUG” LACHENAUER 
BUCKNELL UNIVERSITY

JOSHUA “JOSH” LEBOWITZ 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS 

MAXWELL “MAX” LEEF 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 

SYDNEY LIEBERMAN 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

CHRISTOPHER “CHRIS” LUCCIOLA 
GETTYSBURG COLLEGE

PAUL LUDWIG 
BOSTON COLLEGE

MAX LURIE 
DARTMOUTH COLLEGE

SEBASTIAN LUTZ 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

PRADYUTH “PRAD” MAGANTI 
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 

CAITLIN MAHONEY 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY  

DIANA MASCH 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 

CLAYTON “CLAY” MCCOLLUM 
HAMILTON COLLEGE  

GARRET MCGREGOR 
VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY

LAUREN MCLAUGHLIN 
BOWDOIN COLLEGE

STEPHANIE MCMORRAN 
UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE - KING’S COLLEGE

GEORGIA MILLER 
HAMILTON COLLEGE  

NICOLE MO 
YALE UNIVERSITY

RICHARD “RICKY” MORASH 
MUHLENBERG COLLEGE

CHARLES “CHARLIE” MULLER 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY  

GRIFFIN MULLETT 
COLLEGE OF THE HOLY CROSS

NATALIE MULLINS 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA  

JULIA MURO 
UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND

KATHLEEN “KATIE” MURRAY 
COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

AYANNA NEAL 
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, COLLEGE PARK

EMILY NILSEN 
RHODES COLLEGE

RACHEL NOONE 
BOWDOIN COLLEGE

KATHRYN “KATE” NORTHROP 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

TATIANA OLIVEIRA 
FURMAN UNIVERSITY

CHRISTINA OU 
CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY

RAHUL OZA 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS  

LUKE PACIFIC 
UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER

JOSEPH  “JOEY” PADULA 
SETON HALL UNIVERSITY

EMMA PALMER 
COLGATE UNIVERSITY

BRANDEN PHILLIPS 
HOWARD UNIVERSITY

CAROL PORGES 
BOSTON COLLEGE

SHARANYA PULAPURA 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

CLAIRE PUTMAN 
UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND

THEODORE “THEO” RABKE 
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

CORY RANSOM 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

MATTHEW “MATT” RICE 
STEVENS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

TANIKA ROACH 
SETON HALL UNIVERSITY  

DAVID ROCKOFF 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS 

MICHAEL “PETER” ROTHPLETZ 
YALE UNIVERSITY

ALESSANDRA “ALLIE” RUGGIERO 
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY

RYAN SALAMON 
SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

TOMÁS “TOMMY” SAN MIGUEL 
CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY

ADRIANA SAVETTIERE 
TUFTS UNIVERSITY

NICOLE “NIKKI” SCAVONE 
CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY 

AUSTIN SCHMIDT 
ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY

SAMUEL “SAM” SCHUMAN 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

SAHAR SHEIKH 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY 

PETER SHIM 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

JEREMY “JAMIE” SMITH 
AMHERST COLLEGE

JOHN “J.C.” SORENSON 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

EMERY SORVINO 
AMHERST COLLEGE

FRANCES STEELE 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS 

ZACHARY “ZACH” STEINHARDT 
COLGATE UNIVERSITY

GABRIELLE “GABBY” STERN 
HAMILTON COLLEGE  

HUNTER STIRES 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 

SYDNEY STREICHER 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

BRIGIT SULLIVAN 
LEHIGH UNIVERSITY

SHUANG “GLADYS” TENG 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

EMMA THOMAS 
UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE

ANDREW VERDESCA 
BROWN UNIVERSITY

ALEJANDRO VOLLBRECHTHAUSEN 
TUFTS UNIVERSITY

MARGARET “MEG” VREELAND 
COLGATE UNIVERSITY

ISABEL “BELLA” WALTON 
TULANE UNIVERSITY

ANTHONY WANG 
RICE UNIVERSITY 

DANA WANG 
POMONA COLLEGE

SARAH WANG 
CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY

KACEY WEINIGER 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

JENNIFER “JENNY” WILKENS 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY

ALEX WOLFSON 
TRINITY COLLEGE

CLAYTON WRIGHT 
BOWDOIN COLLEGE

EMILY YAN 
YALE UNIVERSITY

TIFFANY YU 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY  

JONATHAN ZEITELS 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

ISABELLA “BELLA” ZINN 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS

As of   
June 1, 2015
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Athletic Awards
Girls’ Cross-Country Award Sydney Streicher
Boys’ Cross-Country Award Russell Beckerman
Andrea Montague Field Hockey Award Lily Graff; Isabel Walton
Tom Boyer Football Award Austin Schmidt
Michael Jupka, Jr., ’76 Football Award Thomas Foreman
Timothy C. Cornwall ’64 Boys’  
 Soccer Sportsmanship Award Jameson Cook; Roberto De Almeida; Clayton Wright
Dick Gradwohl Boys’ Soccer Cup for Most Team Spirit Max Lurie; Joseph Padula
Elizabeth Allan Smith ’83 Girls’ Soccer Award Lauren McLaughlin
John R. Dufford, Jr. Tennis Trophy Tiffany Yu
Water Polo Award Luke Pacific
Frank L. Romano Boys’ Basketball Award Douglas Lachenauer; Sam Schuman
Joe LaValley Boys’ Basketball Award  Thomas Foreman
David M. Allan Memorial Girls’ Basketball Award Cory Ransom
Virginia Nazario Fencing Award Kathryn Northrop; Hunter Stires
Varsity Boys’ Ice Hockey Award Jamie Smith
Girls’ Ice Hockey Award Kacey Weiniger
Girls’ Ski Team Award Gabrielle Stern
Girls’ Squash Team Award Diana Masch
Boys’ Squash Team Award Jonathan Zeitels
Boys’ Swimming Award Sebastian Lutz
Ashley G. Marsh and Family Swimming Award Christina Ou
Michael Jupka, Jr., ’76 Wrestling Award Hunter Conti
Girls’  Winter Track Award Emma Palmer
Boys’  Winter Track Award Garret McGregor
Class of 1935 Graham Churchill Baseball Award Justin Friedman
Girls’ Golf Award Lorraine Kim; Isabella Zinn
Boys’ Golf Award Matthew Dannenbaum
Richard C. Weiler Boys’ Lacrosse Award Clayton Wright
Girls’ Lacrosse Sportsmanship Award Annelise Kinney
Pingry Girls’ Lacrosse Cup Margaret Vreeland
Pingry Softball Award Takiyah Johnson; Ayanna Neal
Boys’ Tennis Award William Johnson; Julian Chartouni
Boys’ Track Award Garret McGregor; Jordan Hansen
Richard G. Gradwohl Girls’ Track Award Emma Palmer

Academic Awards
John R. Whittemore ‘47 Biology Award Elizabeth Kraeutler; Andrew Verdesca
Ernest C. Shawcross Chemistry Award Abhiram Karuppur; Sharanya Pulapura
Antoine du Bourg Physics Award Maxwell Leef; Peter Shim; Tiffany Yu
Science Book Award Yandely Almonte; Emery Sorvino 
Science Research Award Kaelea Composto; Julia Friend
Science in Society Award Claire Putman; Gabrielle Stern
Whitlock Prize for Math Abhiram Karuppur; Peter Shim
Advanced Math Prize Sarah Beckmen; David Braverman
Computer Science Award Leah Ajmani; Tomás San Miguel
Economics Prize James Chartouni; Shuang Teng
Robotics Prize Matthew Rice
Union College Casmir A. France Award for Excellence in English Elizabeth Kraeutler;  

 Lauren McLaughlin; Nicole Mo
Paul H. and Sarah Rouslin Excellence in English Award Christina Ou; Sydney Streicher; Tiffany Yu
Martin B. O’Connor ‘26 Journalism Award Abhiram Karuppur; Lorraine Kim
Yearbook Award Maria Victoria Castillo; Emily Yan
Justin Society Award Competition First Prize Winners  Fiction:  Sharanya Pulapura; Shuang Teng
  Flash Fiction: Shuang Teng  
  Memoir: Maria Victoria Castillo 
  Poetry: Nicole Mo 
Jean S. MacDonald History Prize Nicole Mo; Hunter Stires; Tiffany Yu
Psychology Prize Justin Friedman; Nicole Scavone
Language Prize Chinese: Peter Shim; Dana Wang 

 French: Tiffany Yu 
 German: Caitlin Mahoney 
 Latin: Kimberly Chen; Tiffany Yu

  Spanish: Kimberly Chen; Andrew Verdesca
Advanced Language Prize French: Emily Yan 
  German:Lily Graff 

  Spanish: Sarah Beckmen; Abhiram Karuppur
The DeGryse Prize in Modern European Languages Stephanie McMorran

Arts & Drama
Director’s Award for Achievement in Dramatic Arts Richard Morash
Drama Department Award for Technical Theatre Nathan Ballintyn
Stage Manager Prize Maria Victoria Castillo
Michael E. Popp Photography Prize Eva Barnett
Brendan J. Donahue ’79 Memorial Prize for Fine Arts Alec Kirmser; Emma Palmer;  

 David Rockoff
Brendan J. Donahue ’79 Memorial Prize for Pottery Matthew Dannenbaum; Maxwell Leef;
  Sebastian Lutz
Barbara Berlin Prize in Art History William Johnson
Music Award David Rockoff

Special Awards
Special Prize to AFS Student Franziska Sauer
Pingry School Parents’ Association Women’s Sports Award Annelise Kinney;  

 Lauren McLaughlin
Centennial Cup — Gift of the Class of ’61 Jonathan Butler
Class of ’26 Reese Williams Award Gianna Arata
C. B. Newton Pingry-Princeton Scholarship Prize Abhiram Karuppur
The Elizabeth Allan Smith ‘83 Memorial Pingry-Duke Scholarship Prize Takiyah Johnson
Faculty Prize Kamau Holston
Charles B. Atwater Valedictory Award Sharanya Pulapura

Senior Awards

Nathan Ballintyn
Russell Beckerman 

Sarah Beckmen
Jay Bober

David Braverman
Jonathan Butler

Maria Victoria Castillo
Julian Chartouni
Benjamin Chen

National Merit Scholarship Program Commended Students
Maxwell Leef

Sebastian Lutz
Caitlin Mahoney

Diana Masch
Griffin Mullett
Rachel Noone

Branden Phillips
Sharanya Pulapura

Peter Shim

Joshua Chin
Thomas Foreman

Caroline Freinberg
Matthew Fromm

Gaurav Gupta
Claudia Jiang
Lorraine Kim
Keerthi Kotha

Elizabeth Kraeutler

Frances Steele
Gabrielle Stern
Shuang Teng

Andrew Verdesca
Anthony Wang

Dana Wang
Sarah Wang
Isabella Zinn

Kimberly Chen
Gregory Cortazzo

Abhiram Karuppur

National Merit Scholarship Finalists
Nicole Mo

Christina Ou
Tomás San Miguel

Hunter Stires

Emily Yan
Tiffany Yu

Jonathan Zeitels  

School Service and Leadership
Michael Jupka, Jr. ‘76 Blue Key Award Carol Porges
Community Service Award Rahul Oza
Paul R. Leary ‘90 Award Ruth Advokat; Cory Ransom
John Taylor Babbitt ‘07 Award Annelise Kinney
Student Government Achievement Award Taylor Dillon

National Merit Scholars
Kimberly Chen Abhiram Karuppur Emily R. Yan Tiffany Yu

National Hispanic Recognition Program Scholars
Katia Colon

National Achievement Program Outstanding Participants
Takiyah Johnson Natalie Mullins Cory Ransom Evan Seals

National Achievement Program Semifinalist
Branden Phillips

Presidential Scholar Semifinalist
Abhiram Karuppur

Stephanie McMorran 
Nicole Mo 

Emma Palmer 
Carol Porges

Theodore Rabke 
Alessandra Ruggiero 

Sean Fischer 
Caroline Freinberg 
Takiyah Johnson

Brandon Kong 
Sydney Lieberman 

Caitlin Mahoney 

Nicole Scavone 
Emery Sorvino 
Frances Steele 
Anthony Wang 

Isabella Zinn

Advanced Placement Scholars
William Bierds III
David Braverman

Allie Brenner
Jonathan Butler 

Katia Colon 
Christine Daifotis

Advanced Placement Scholar Designation based on 2014 testing

Advanced Placement Scholars with Honor
Leah Ajmani 

Sarah Beckmen 
Julian Chartouni 
Kimberly Chen 

Gregory Cortazzo
Taylor Dillon

Justin Friedman
Lorraine Kim 

Maxwell Leef 
Paul Ludwig 
Diana Masch 

Georgia Miller

Tomás San Miguel 
Hunter Stires 
Brigit Sullivan 

Tiffany Yu 

Advanced Placement Scholars with Distinction
Russell Beckerman 

Frederick Chang
James Chartouni 
Matthew Fromm 

Gaurav Gupta 
Claudia Jiang 

Elizabeth Kraeutler 
Pradyuth Maganti 

Kathleen Murray 
Christina Ou 
Peter Shim 

Shuang Teng 

Andrew Verdesca 
Sarah Wang 

Emily Yan 
Jonathan Zeitels 

Nathan Ballintyn
Sarah Beckmen

Russell Beckerman
Jay Bober

Frederick Chang
James Chartouni
Kimberley Chen

Hunter Conti
Julia Friend

Cum Laude Society
Tomás San Miguel

Peter Shim
Sydney Streicher

Hunter Stires
Shuang Teng

Andrew Verdesca
Anthony Wang

Emily Yan
Tiffany Yu

Guarav Gupta
Claudia Jiang

Abhiram Karuppur
Elizabeth Kraeutler

Maxwell Leef
Nicole Mo

Richard Morash
Christina Ou

Sharanya Pulapura
Michael Rothpletz

Advanced Placement National Scholars
Abhiram Karuppur Sharanya Pulapura

Presidential Scholar Candidates
Kimberly Chen
Gaurav Gupta

Abhiram Karuppur
Sharanya Pulapura

Shuang Teng
Tiffany Yu

Scholar-Athlete Awards
Cipriano Family Scholar-Athlete Award Rahul Oza; Margaret Vreeland
Somerset County Scholar-Athletes  Sebastian Lutz; Kathryn Northrop
Skyland Conference  Lily Graff; Jamie Smith
NJSIAA (State)  Christina Ou
NJISAA (Independent Schools)  Lauren McLaughlin; John Sorenson



HUNTER CONTI

The Class of 1902 Emblem is awarded to Hunter Conti 
of the Class of 2015, who, while at The Pingry School, by 
the efficiency and the amount of service and loyalty of at-
titude has done the most for the school, and who has been 
judged therefore by schoolfellows and faculty to have 
shown of them all the greatest amount of school spirit.

The Class of 1902 Emblem represents the highest ideals of 
The Pingry School. The nominees chosen by their classmates 
and faculty are considered to embody the very principles of 
integrity and service that lie at the heart of the institution. 
Thus, even to be nominated for this award is regarded as a 
paramount honor.

The Magistri Laudandi Award
In every class, there is one student who 

graciously gives of him/herself to help the 
school and fellow students, who demonstrates a 
personal integrity and generosity that inspire the 
best in others. This person’s own achievements 
are many, yet his/her sense of purpose is to the 
greater good. While others may be identified as 

"the student most likely to succeed," this person is 
prized as "the student who helps all succeed.”

The Magistri Laudandi Award is awarded to 
Kimberly Chen.

KIMBERLY CHEN
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E,M
Years at Pingry: 7
Trademark Characteristics: Adventurous and Creative 
Activities: Varsity Wrestling, Varsity Tennis, Student Government, 
Pingry Entrepreneur Club, Art, Salvation Army Club
College Plans: Vanderbilt Engineering
Career Possibilities: Civil Engineer
Favorite Pingry Memory: Mariachi Tapatio
What I’ll Take Away: A  place to always call home
Advice to freshman: Don’t be afraid to try all Pingry has to offer.

E,M
Years at Pingry: 4
Trademark Characteristics: Carrying (dropping) my water bottle, the 
only person who still uses her locker
Activities: Soccer, Track and Field, Project 80, Writing Center, Women’s 
Glee Club
College Plans: Cornell University
Career Possibilities: Undecided
Favorite Pingry Memory: PGS winning counties (bang bang), Eustace 
Conway, and the MLK Day assembly that turned into a dance party
What I’ll Take Away: I have learned and grown so much in the past 
four years, and I will always be grateful for the people I’ve met and the 
experiences I’ve had at Pingry.
What piece of advice would you give to underclassmen?: Don’t get too 
caught up in and stressed about grades; looking back, one test or essay will 
seem insignificant, but you will carry the people, the experiences, and the 
memories from Pingry with you for the rest of your life.

The 1902 Emblem
9
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MAXWELL LEEF
E,M

Years at Pingry: 11
Trademark Characteristics: Clay every-
where from pottery, Snow-day updates, 
Bromance
Activities: Football Captain, Baseball, Honor 
Board Chairman, Pottery, Project 80 Head, 
Writing Center, Tutor
College Plans: Northwestern University
Career Possibilities: Benevolent Dictator, 
Researcher, Engineer
Favorite Pingry Memory: So many to 
choose from, but when Jake made the game-
winning field goal to win Friday Night Lights 
last year. 
What I’ll Take Away: Best friends, more 
knowledge about Spanish literature than I 
could ever use, incredible memories, stronger 
shoulders, hiking experience, football gear, 
too much pottery, love of math and science
One Piece of Advice for Underclassmen: 
Find the balance between trying new things 
and not stretching yourself too thin.

LAUREN MCLAUGHLIN
E

Years at Pingry: 4
Trademark Characteristics: Hardworking, driven, 
outgoing, easy to talk to, athletic
Activities: Soccer Captain, Basketball Captain, Peer 
Leadership, Photography
College Plans: Bowdoin College
Career Possibilities: Something in the medical field 
or at least science related.
Favorite Pingry Memory: Winning states (2012), 
conference (2013), and counties (2014) with the Pingry 
girls’ soccer team.
What I’ll Take Away: I am so grateful for all of the 
incredible opportunities Pingry has given me. I have 
met so many amazing people throughout my four years 
here that have truly impacted my life.  I’ll be leaving 
with a strong sense of who I am, and I have Pingry 
to thank for that.
One Piece of Advice to Underclassmen:Totally im-
merse yourself in the Pingry community. The school 
is filled with wonderful people, students and teachers 
alike, and you should take advantage of the endless 
possibilities it offers.  Really branch out and get to 
know as many students as possible, form meaningful 
relationships with teachers as well as coaches, and 
get involved in different activities.  Don’t be afraid 
to venture outside of your comfort zone and try new 
things; it can help you discover things about yourself 
that you would’ve never even thought of.  Throughout 
it all, make sure to cherish and really make the most 
of your time at Pingry because, in the blink of an eye, 
you’ll be graduating.

NICOLE MO
M

Years at Pingry: 7
Trademark Characteristics: Working after 
school in the senior area until security kicks 
me out, having the athletic competency of an 
uncoordinated infant, and drinking lots of tea
Activities: Writing center, photography, 
piano, (junior) varsity girls’ tennis
College Plans: Yale University
Career Possibilities: uh…
Favorite Pingry Memory: Abhiram walking 
in the Senior Fashion Show
What I’ll Take Away: Along with the lasting 
effects of some truly amazing teachers, 
whose full impact I probably don’t even yet 
realize, I’ll take away incredible and hopeful-
ly lifelong friends (and recurring nightmares 
from that one season when I tried Ski Team)
One Piece of Advice for Underclassmen: 
Try new things, meet different people, and 
push yourself, but remember the difference 
between stepping outside your comfort zone 
and forcing something just because you think 
you should. In the end, doing the things you 
actually love will be worth more than just 
going through the motions.

ELIZABETH KRAEUTLER
M

Years at Pingry: 4
Trademark Characteristics: Friendly, 
hardworking, smart 
Activities: Tennis, iRT, softball, Peer Lead-
ership 
College Plans: University of Pennsylvania 
Career Possibilities: Doctor 
Favorite Pingry Memory: Senior prom 
What I’ll Take Away: Amazing friends 
for life 
One Piece of Advice for Underclassmen: 
You’ll remember the little moments with your 
friends far more than the grades you got at the 
end of it all; be sure to slow down and enjoy it
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FREDERICK CHANG
E,M

Years at Pingry: 7
Trademark Characteristics: Above all else, I 
honor the value of friendship and family. They 
are the ones who will fight besides you on the 
battlefield of life. As a result, I do the same. All 
my friends know how much I would be willing to 
sacrifice for them. 
Activities: Make bank? How about literally *mak-
ing* a bank? Holla @ the Pingry Credit Union.
College Plans: I’m studying in the Huntsman 
Dual-Degree Program in International Studies & 
Business at the University of Pennsylvania.
Career Possibilities: Entrepreneur, CIA Double 
Agent, First Man on Mars, or if all else fails, a 
magician. 
Favorite Pingry Memory: When Coach Scott 
gave a speech about taking risks and then told 
the entire senior class he had a bowl of starbursts 
mixed in with laxatives with similar packaging 
and then offered the class to take some… a lot of 
people took some. 
One Piece of Advice For Underclassmen: Don’t 
make enemies. If you hold grudges against people, 
they will remember. Then what will you do if your 
high-school enemy is offering jobs in that sector 
you’ve dreamed of working in your entire life? 
Oops!
What I’ll Take Away: A Pingry diploma.

TAYLOR DILLON
E

Years at Pingry: 7
Trademark Characteristics: Friendly, 
Distracting, always up to celebrate #LM-
BOTuesday, and saying “Oge” and “Chotch.”
Activities: Student Government, Honor 
Board, Blue Key, Buttondowns, and The 
Winter Musical
College Plans: Wesleyan University
Career Possibilities: Something with Psy-
chology
Favorite Pingry Memory: Being “Taylor the 
Latte Boy” for the Balladeers’ assembly and 
filming “The Pusher” in 6th grade.
What I’ll Take Away: The friends I’ve made 
and the values I’ve learned.
One Piece of Advice for Underclassmen: 
If you don’t try your 
best now, you’ll always wonder what would 
have happened if you had.

RUTH ADVOKAT
E,M

Years at Pingry: 13 (so over a decade...)
Trademark Characteristics: I pride myself 
on my sense of humor and I can (and do) 
consume copious amounts of food (Oreos, 
frosting out of the container, etc.).
Activities: Field Hockey, Winter Track, 
Spring Track and Field, doing impressions, 
worrying, and complaining. 
College Plans: Lehigh University
Career Possibilities: Undecided, however 
I am interested in psychology, crime shows, 
and SNL, so I guess that’s a start.
Favorite Memory: Pingry Fun Fair in the 
Lower School. And freshman year Peer 
Group. 
What I’ll Take Away: Unreturned uniforms. 
But also a lot of pride. :)
One Piece of Advice for Underclassmen: 
It’s hard to feel confident when everyone 
around you is so talented. Just know that you 
are one of those people. 

WILLIAM (BILLY) BIERDS
M

Years at Pingry: 7
Trademark Characteristics:  Polite, Benevolent, 
Logical, Pragmatic, Curious, 
Activities: Tennis, Programming, Running
College Plans:  New York University Polytechnic 
School of Engineering 
Career Possibilities:  Computer Science and Eco-
nomics
Favorite Pingry Memory:  My favorite memory of 
my time at Pingry was my 2nd day of high school.  As 
a freshman, I was initially worried and stressed about 
the events to come, but by the second day I was able 
to just spend time with friends and settle in allowing 
me truly to recognize the importance of the Pingry 
community.  
What I’ll Take Away:  I’ll take away values and com-
munity from Pingry.  Values have become an integral 
part of Pingry and are one of its core teaching require-
ments.  Values such as I think most importantly I will 
take away values, such as honor, pursuit of knowledge, 
and excellence, but there is so much more than just 
values from Pingry.  I have gained a network of people 
I will know for my life and will have joined an even 
larger network of Pingry Alumni.  Lastly, I will be tak-
ing away the skills that each day of class has given me.  
One Piece of Advice for Underclassmen:  It is always 
better to be busy than bored, so manage your time well 
and do all of the activities you wish! 
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RICHARD (RICKY) 
MORASH

E,M
Years at Pingry: 7 
Trademark Characteristics: The guy who 
holds the door
Activities: Acting
College Plans: Muhlenberg 
Career Possibilities: Teacher
Favorite Pingry Memory: Too many to 
name, from hanging out with my friends, to 
playing card and board games, to all of the 
wacky conversations that go on during play 
rehearsals.
What I’ll Take Away: Be who you are, and 
don’t worry about the rest 
One Piece of Advice for Underclassmen:Don’t 
let grades rule your life; you don’t need to be 
a straight-A student to get into college.

CORY RANSOM
E

Years at Pingry: 4
Trademark Characteristics:  Loud, friendly, 
hungry, outgoing
Activities:  Basketball Captain, Varsity Track 
& Field, Peer Leadership, Glee Club
College Plans: Harvard University
Career Possibilities: Lawyer, Supreme Court 
Justice, Olivia Pope 
Favorite Pingry Memory:  Hearing the 
cheers from the student section when I went 
into the Pink Day basketball game after being 
out for four weeks with a concussion
What I’ll Take Away: Life is about the 
journey.  I came in freshman year expecting 
everything to be as easy as it was back in 
middle school. Pingry has taught me how to 
make mistakes, how to learn from them, and 
how to stand up and keep fighting. The last 
four years were a bumpy and wild ride, but I 
wouldn’t change a thing.
One Piece of Advice for Underclassmen: 
Take advantage of every opportunity Pingry 
offers to you, and don’t be afraid to make 
mistakes.

MICHAEL (PETER) 
ROTHPLETZ

E,M
Years at Pingry: 4 
Trademark Characteristics: Obsessive-
Compulsive, socially awkward, oddly likable 
Activities: Student Government, Honor 
Board, Politics Club, SDLC, Peer Leader-
ship, Soccer 
College Plans: Yale University 
Career Possibilities: Journalism, Law, Media  
Favorite Pingry Memory: Moderating the 
Politics Club’s debates 
One Piece of Advice for Underclassmen: 
Do things that make you happy 
What I’ll Take Away: An education, a sense 
of self, and immeasurable gratitude

HUNTER STIRES
E

Years at Pingry:  7
Trademark Characteristics:  Curious, about pretty 
much everything.  Interested in understanding and apply-
ing history to solve problems of importance.
Activities: New Jersey Heritage Youth Task Force.  
Vital Signs. Fencing Captain, Model UN, Buttondowns, 
LeBow Oratorical Competition.  Golf, Chess, and 
Churchill Society.
College Plans: Columbia University 
Career Possibilities: Public service in the realm of 
international security policy. 
Favorite Pingry Memory: Doing battle with seniors in 
the raging debates of Postwar last year, and the mind-
opening conversations of Civilizations this year.  Our 
huddles with the fencing team this year: “terse and 
powerful.”  Performing with the Buttondowns—besides 
the singing and the movies, coming full circle from being 
Ryan Campbell’s guitar my freshman year to picking up 
Jon Huang as a limbo pole this year.  LeBow is definitely 
up there too.
What I’ll Take Away: A deep appreciation for, and 
hopefully long-lasting connections with the remarkable 
mentors I’ve encountered here.
One Piece of Advice for Underclassmen: Appreciate 
and take the time to get to know your professors.  Not 
just as educators, but as human beings—they’re incred-
ible in both regards.
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JULIA FRIEND
E,M

Years at Pingry:  7
Trademark Characteristics: Living in the sci-
ence and music wings, being a friend to 
all
Activities: Balladeers, iRT, Peer Leadership, 
Blue Key, winter musical, Journal Club, 
field hockey 
College Plans: Washington University in St. 
Louis 
Career Possibilities: Maybe something with 
science communication, theatre, fashion, 
marketing, business, but I’ll see where college 
takes me! 
Favorite Pingry Memory: Balladeers assem-
blies, playing Schwartzy in Spelling Bee, and 
the Abbott Advisory
What I’ll Take Away: A truly unique and re-
warding academic experience, a stronger sense 
of myself, relationships with friends and teachers 
that I will never forget, and unforgettable memo-
ries that will always be there to make me smile 
One Piece of Advice for Underclassmen: 
Don’t be afraid to try something new and always 
remember to stay true to yourself

ABHIRAM KARUPPUR
E,M

Years at Pingry: 4
Trademark Characteristics:  Making a 
Morning Announcement every week, Con-
ducting impromptu homework help sessions 
Activities: Quiz Bowl, iRT, Credit Union 
Initiative, The Record, PCR Journal, 
Math/Science Center, Senior Giving Com-
mittee, Chemistry Olympics, Orchestra/Band, 
Tennis, and The Golf, Chess, and Churchill 
Society
College Plans: Princeton University
Career Possibilities: Chemical Engineer, 
Business, Law, or Government
Favorite Pingry Memory:  The Senior 
Fashion Show
One Piece of Advice for Underclassmen: 
You will encounter things that seem impos-
sible to achieve, but if you keep working at 
it, you will be able to succeed. Just remember 
that nothing is impossible! 
What I’ll Take Away: The ability to interact 
with amazing students and faculty who have 
been at my back every step of the way!

LILY GRAFF
E,M

Years at Pingry: 7
Trademark Characteristics: Friendly, loyal, 
optimistic, reliable, and laughs at everything 
Activities: Field Hockey, Swimming, La-
crosse, Blue Key, Peer Leadership
College Plans: University of Virginia 
Career Possibilities: Something psychology/
biology related
Favorite Pingry Memory: Watching the sun-
rise at morning practice with the field hockey 
team 
What I’ll Take Away: Pingry has taught me 
to be confident and work hard, while also 
giving me so many fun memories with my 
teams, teachers, and friends that I will never 
forget!
One Piece of Advice for Underclassmen: 
Find a good balance of working hard, while 
also letting 
yourself try new things and have fun! Do the 
best work that you can do and don’t compare 
yourself to those around you.

LORRAINE KIM
E,M

Years at Pingry: 4
Trademark Characteristics: Walking into 
class at 8:15 with a Starbucks in one hand 
and a tardy slip in the other; always smiling; 
hopelessly unathletic
Activities: The Record, Student Govern-
ment, Pingry Politics, Peer Leadership, 
Golf, ECLC
College Plans: University of Pennsylvania 
Career Possibilities: Museum curating, jour-
nalism, politics
Favorite Pingry Memory: Annual New 
Year’s celebrations in Chinese class, reenact-
ing The School of Athens in Art History, late 
nights in the Record office
What I’ll Take Away: Lifelong friends and 
mentors, an appreciation for bagels, and 
the ability to crank out a five-page essay in 
two hours.
One Piece of Advice for Underclassmen: 
Pingry teachers are some of the most inter-
esting, passionate, and dedicated people you 
will ever meet—take the time to get to know 
them. They’ll always be your #1 fans.
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one of her favorite aspects of 
Pingry is the school spirit. She 
added, “I loved chaperoning 
dances, Homecoming and 
other major events. It was 
great getting to see the kids.” 
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Mr. Li Departs Pingry After 42 Years Teaching English, Coaching 
Fencing, and Inspiring Generations of Students and Faculty

Continued From Page 1

After arriving at the Upper 
School in 2010, Dean of Stu-
dent Life Ms. Ridie Marken-
son will be moving to 
Boston to work at the 
Winsor School. 

Prior to coming to 
Pingry, Mrs. Marken-
son worked at the Mor-
ristown-Beard School 
in Morristown, New 
Jersey. After hearing 
about the opening to 
become the Dean of 
Student Life, she felt 
that it was an inter-
est ing and excit ing 
opportunity, applying 
soon afterward. Mrs. 
Markenson was “par-
ticularly looking for-
ward to spending more 
time in the classroom,” 
which she has done 
here as a 9th grade 
English teacher. 

A t  t h e  W i n s o r 
School,  an all-girls 
school located in the 
heart of Boston, Mrs. 
Markenson wi l l  be 
the Head of the Upper 
School. She sees the 
new position as another 
opportunity in her edu-
cation career as well 
as “a chance to spend more 
time with my two sisters and 
parents, who live right outside 
of Boston.”

Looking back on her time 
as the Dean, Mrs. Markenson 
said, “I will definitely miss 
the people here. The students 
are smart, hardworking and 
fun to teach every day. The 
teachers are so bright, so 
creative and so passionate 

Mrs. Markenson Departs to  
Winsor School in Massachusetts
By MARK SHTRAKHMAN (V)

about teaching. The people 
are really what makes Pingry 
so special.”

Head of the Upper School 
Dr. Denise Brown-Allen, 
who has worked closely with 

L. Kim (VI)

After 26 years of teaching, 
Upper School Art teacher and 
advisor Mrs. Jane Edwards 
is retiring. Her enthusiastic 
personality, creative approach 
to the arts, and passion for 
teaching will be remembered 
by all of her students and fel-
low faculty members. 

“Art is something I always 
did,” Mrs. Edwards said. “I 
can’t remember a time I did 
not love it. I was making art 
before I even went to school.”

After earning her Bach-
elor’s Degree at Kean Univer-
sity, Mrs. Edwards dedicated 
her love of art to teaching. 
Mrs. Edwards came to Pingry 
after working for more than 
17 years at various schools, 
including ones in Kenilworth, 
Irvington, and Elizabeth. 

During her time at Pingry, 
Mrs. Edwards has contributed 
both her artistic skill and her 
passion for teaching to the 
Fine Arts Department. Art 

Beloved Art Teacher Mrs. Edwards Retires After 26 Years
By LINDSEY YU (III)

teacher Mr. Peter Delman 
said, “Mrs. Edwards has been 
a mainstay of the art program 
for many years. She is a mas-
ter of a wide variety of art 
forms, including puppetry, 
sewing, calligraphy, water-
colors and, in 
recent years, 
Photoshop.” 

W h e n 
t h i n k i n g 
a b o u t  h e r 
t e a c h i n g 
s t y l e ,  M r . 
Delman add-
ed, “She in-
spired her stu-
dents with her 
ability to find 
the best mate-
rials and just 
the right tech-
nique to make 
their creative 
visions a re-

creation come to life.” 
Art student Jenny Coyne 

(III)  said,  “Mrs. Edwards 
helped us express our ideas 
in a creative and fun way. She 
taught and managed our class 
extremely well.”

shortest solu-
tions to the 
longest prob-
lems. She is 
always will-
ing to share 
her perfectly 

organized ar t 
supplies and tools at a mo-
ment’s notice. She is an in-
teresting mix of the practical 

B. Murphy (III)

with the magical.”
Mrs. Edwards will also 

be missed as an advisor. For 
many years, she has helped 
and guided freshmen as they 
adjust to the Upper School. 
Lindsey Larson (III), one of 
her freshman advisees, com-
mented, “As an advisor, she 
inspired us to try our hardest 
and her great advice really 

helped me out this year.” 
Another advisee of Mrs. 

Edwards, Connor Smith (III), 
said, “Mrs. Edwards was a 
fantastic advisor. She was 
always there for a helping 
hand and never greeted me 
with anything but a smile. I 
hope that in retirement she 
will continue to be such a 
wonderful and helpful role 
model.”

When asked what she will 
miss most about Pingry, Mrs. 
Edwards said, “The energy of 
the students and faculty. It 
can carry you even on a bad 
day. That is what I will miss.” 

She also said, “I will miss 
those ‘light bulb moments’ 

with my kids. That feeling I 
get when I can make a connec-
tion with one of my students 
is incredible. It’s a true gift.” 

Mr. Boyd echoed this senti-
ment, adding, “She is proud 
of her students’ accomplish-
ments and she loves to share 
this excitement with the com-
munity.”

ality. Her room was always 
humming with excitement, 
and no one was more excited 
than Mrs. Edwards to see each 

Fine Arts Department Head 
Mr. Miles Boyd shared some 
common conceptions of Mrs. 
Edwards. “Jane will find the 

Mrs. Markenson, said, “Mrs. 
Markenson has worked hard 
to earn the respect and build 
the rapport among both the 
students and the faculty.”

Krish Bhavnani (III), one 
of her English students this 
year, said, “Mrs. Markenson 
is always willing to accept 
new ideas and learn with the 
class, rather than just lecture.”

Mrs. Markenson noted that 

In addition to being the 
Dean of Student Life and 
t e a c h i n g  E n g l i s h ,  M r s . 
Markenson was the faculty 
leader of both the Blue Key 
Club and the Honor Board. 

Maddie Temares (V), an 
Honor Board representative, 
said, “She has set a great 
example and has had an im-
mense impact on us. We will 
miss her so much.”

find beneficial.” 
After listening to his colleagues 

talk about him, however, it is clear 
that he has surpassed these modest 
ambitions. Spanish teacher Mr. 
Victor Nazario, a longtime friend 
of Mr. Li’s, said, “He is an incred-
ible educator, an incredible coach 
and an incredible person. I never 
had any brothers, so Ted Li is the 
brother I never had.” 

English teachers Mr. Dennis 
Pearlstein and Mrs. Vicki Grant 
both described Mr. Li as “irreplace-
able,” and Mr. Pearlstein went on 
to add, “This is a big loss. His role 
here has been unique.” Mrs. Grant, 

who teared up as she spoke of her 
co-worker and friend of 31 years, 
calls him “The Philosopher” and 
“The Weaver,” because “he uses 
his incredible wisdom to bring 
people of all ages and professions 
together.” She recalled his kind-
ness and how it manifested itself 
in ways such as printing out the 
special schedule for everybody on 
assembly days or hosting dinners 
at a local Chinese restaurant for his 
friends. Mrs. Grant added, “The 
biggest thing I’ll miss about him 
is the talks; he’s a wonderful intel-
lectual partner. I love him dearly 
and respect him hugely.”

Colleagues, headmasters and 

even campuses have come and 
gone during Mr. Li’s tenure. The 
popularly employed Harkness 
method of teaching was once not 
just nameless but even scorned. 
Decades later, the familiar faces of 
former students find themselves in 
his classroom again, but this time 
as parents. In keeping with his own 
mantra of monitor and adjust, Mr. 
Li’s surroundings have continu-
ously changed as well. Throughout 
42 years, however, one thing has 
stayed the same: for Mr. Li, the 
students have always been his 
favorite part of teaching at Pingry.

Mr. Li is proudest of the long-
term influence and contact he still 

Caring Nurse Mrs. Childs Retires 
After 22 Years Serving Community

By KATIE HO (IV)
After 22 years of working at 

Pingry, beloved School Nurse 
and Health teacher Mrs. Joanne 
Childs is leaving the school. 
Next year, she plans to “let 
things fall into place,” spend-
ing more time with her grand-
child, traveling, and wintering 
in a warmer climate. 

Before coming to Pingry, 
Mrs. Childs worked as an 
adolescent psychiatric nurse. 
She then worked at CMDNJ 
(College of Medicine and 
Dentistry of New Jersey) on 
research projects before taking 
some time off to build houses 
with her husband. Soon after, 
she began working at Pingry.  

Recalling what the school 
was like 22 years ago, Mrs. 
Childs said, “There have been a 
lot of changes in the Health De-
partment, and hopefully these 
changes helped the department 
to improve over the years.” 

One of these changes 
was the computerization of 
the health clinic, which has 
evolved from a small area 
of the school into a bustling 
health center. “I see up to 50 
kids a day now,” Mrs. Childs 
said happily, adding, “My 
job has evolved too. I started 
teaching and sharing more 
responsibilities.” 

More than anything, Mrs. 
Childs has loved her teach-
ing career at Pingry. She said, 
“Most of my favorite memo-
ries are in the classroom and 

B. Murphy (III)

watching my students evolve 
into such great people.” As 
someone who has “always 
looked forward to coming to 
work every day,” Mrs. Childs 
will deeply miss her job, par-
ticularly “teaching classes and 
working with students in the 
health office.”

Mrs. Childs will also miss 
the colleagues and students 
she has been able to work with, 
noting that she has “made many 
friends here” over the years.

Pingry students are going 
to miss her just as much. Rose 
Beatty (IV), one of Mrs. Childs’ 
advisees, said, “Mrs. Childs’ 
helpful guidance during my 
freshman year and her positive 
encouragement throughout 
these past two years have been 
so great.” 

Taraja Arnold (V) added, 
“She has always been really 
nice to me and puts a smile 
on my face every time I see 
her. Also, she takes out my 
splinters.” 

Health teacher and School 
Nurse Mrs. Joy Livak, who has 
worked alongside Mrs. Childs 
for years, said, “I am going to 
miss working with her, both 
professionally and as a friend. 
We have always had each oth-
er’s backs, and we think alike. 
We complement each other.” 

Mrs. Childs will take her 
memories of the school with 
her when she leaves. She said 
fondly, “I am going to take 
away all of the experiences that 
I have had here. I have learned 
more from the kids than I have 
taught them.”

has with various students over 
generations of teaching, and he 
called it a privilege to get to still 
talk to them. Caroline Freinberg 
(VI) voiced her appreciation for 
Mr. Li’s class, saying that, “Mr. Li 
never made us chew out and spit 
up facts. Each class was a chance 
to have your world shifted by 
discussions on literature and con-

troversial topics that changed your 
perspective.” Kiran Chokshi (V) 
agreed and added, “I’m going to 
miss our after-class conversations 
and the wisdom he imparted on 
me from his rich life experiences.”

When asked if he has any 
parting advice, Mr. Li suggested 
checking out the adages posted 

around his classroom walls, ex-
plaining that they are “just things 
people need to think about. We get 
too wrapped up in everyday rou-
tines and never stop to think about 
what others have thought about the 
nature of the world.” He sat silent 
for a moment before smiling: “It’s 
been one wild ride.”
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After four years of teach-
ing, History teacher Dr. Bar-
rington Edwards is leaving 
the Upper School to teach 
at the Westminster Schools 
in Atlanta, Georgia. Dr. Ed-
wards holds a degree in jour-
nalism from the University 
of Minnesota, a Master’s of 
Political Science from Cor-
nell University and both an 
M.A. and Ph.D. from Harvard 
University.

Dr. Edwards said that the 
Honor Code is one of the main 
reasons he was originally at-
tracted to Pingry. He said, “As 
an adult, I know that I must 
be held accountable to uphold 
the Honor Code, because I 
must model the behavior that I 
want my students to exhibit.”

Dr. Edwards continued, 
“My job is to prepare and edu-
cate citizens for the world,” 

History Teacher Dr. Edwards Moves to Atlanta
By ZAYNA NASSOURA (V)

H. Park (V)

adding that, “Citizenship is 
what drives me. I learn from 
the students how to become a 
better citizen.”

Former student Emilia 
McManus (V) said, “Dr. Ed-
wards has always encouraged 
his students to achieve. He 
truly believes that we could 
all succeed in great ways 
in this world. He had an 
incredible ability to inspire.” 
Dr. Edwards will always be 
remembered for his eagerness 
to help students reach their 
potential.

In the classroom, Dr. Ed-
wards said that he tried to 
“facilitate an environment 
in which students are con-
fident enough to ask ques-
tions. Curiosity is what drives 
the young mind.”  Dr. Edwards 
has always encouraged his 
students to be involved and 
engaged in class. Any former 
student of his will remem-

ber Dr. Edwards asking the 
question, “So what?” He said 
that he wants students to ask 
questions constantly in order 
to have a better grasp on the 
material.

Former student Jess Foy 
(V) said that Dr. Edwards has 
encouraged her to be more 
confident in class discus-
sions: “He changed the way I 
learn and helped me improve 
on my analytical writing. He 
also inspired me to stick to my 
convictions.” 

Dr. Edwards noted that 
the one thing he will miss the 
most next year is his students. 
“You see them grow from one 
year to the next and they come 
to rely upon me at the end of 
year,” he said.

Regarding his move to 
Atlanta, Dr. Edwards believes 
that it is the best move for him 
“both personally and profes-
sionally.”  

Long-Time Spanish Teacher Sra. Ortner Says Farewell After 34 Years
After 34 years teaching 

Spanish at Pingry, Mrs. Su-
san Ortner is retiring. She 
started as an upper school 
Spanish teacher but became 
a middle school Spanish 
teacher later in her career. 

Mrs. Ortner grew up in 
Jersey City and Springfield. 
She studied Spanish and 
French at Rutgers-Douglass 
College, where she earned 
her undergraduate and grad-
uate degrees. 

Mrs. Ortner traces her in-
terest in learning Spanish to 
her move to Springfield, NJ 
when she was twelve years 
old. She studied Spanish in 
school and then practiced 
on her next-door neighbor’s 
grandmother, who did not 
speak English. 

“I was the only one in 
my family that could talk to 
her until she passed away,” 

Mrs. Ortner said. “Every-
thing I would learn, I would 
come home and talk to the 
grandmother, and the grand-
daughter would speak in 
Spanish, so I got to speak 
Spanish when I was twelve 
years old.”

Mrs. Ortner said that she 
always wanted to be a teach-
er, but she never expected to 
be a Spanish teacher before 
the move to Springfield. 
Mrs. Ortner said that she’d 
“always liked teaching and 
helping kids, especially if 
they didn’t understand any-
thing.”

While at  Pingry,  Mrs. 
Ortner started the Union 
City Trip,  which al lows 
Spanish III students to visit 
a restaurant and experience 
immigrant Spanish culture 
firsthand. The trip has run 
successfully for almost thirty 
years. 

Mrs. Ortner also started 

the Dover, NJ trip with a 
friend when she no longer 
taught in the Upper School. 

Mrs. Ortner has lived in 
Spain and stayed in Mexico 
to study for short periods 
of time. She has led Pingry 
students on eight Spanish 
trips to Spain. Mrs. Ortner 
thanks Pingry for their sup-
port in her efforts abroad. 
“Every single summer I’ve 
tried to do something Span-
ish related and Pingry’s been 
helpful and encouraging 
with that,” she said.

In the classroom, Mrs. 
Ortner believes that every-
one should strive to learn 
something new everyday. 
She noted that she’s learned 
as much from past students 
as they have learned from 
her. 

To illustrate, she said, “I 
always like little songs and 
rhymes that help students 
remember grammar and vo-

cabulary. If a student came 
up with something to make 
it easier to learn, I would 
incorporate it into my reper-
toire. For example, a student 
made up something three 
weeks ago that I’ve been 
teaching to the students and 
to other teachers.” 

Chase Capanna (V), Mrs. 
Ortner’s student in middle 
school, remembers her fond-
ly. “Señora Ortner’s class 
helped me understand the 
importance of conversation 
in language learning,” he 
said. “She was energetic 
about teaching and made 
sure everyone was learning 
the material and enjoying it.”

In her retirement Mrs. 
Ortner will be travelling 
to Europe in the coming 
months as well as going to 
Spain when school starts. 
She hopes to continue her 
love of pottery and physical 
exercise in her spare time. 

By TUCKER BICKELL (V)

Physics Teacher Mrs. Newman 
Looks Forward to the Next Chapter

After nine years of teaching 
Science classes and three years 
of advising Yearbook, Mrs. Ron-
nie Newman will be relocating 
and continuing her teaching 
career of physical science 
at Christ Church Episcopal 
School in Greenville, South 
Carolina. 

Prior to coming to Pingry, 
Mrs. Newman held several 
jobs, teaching at Rutgers 
University, Cedar Hill El-
ementary School, and Escola 
Americano de Rio de Janeiro 
in Brazil. She also taught 
cake decorating, one of her 
favorite side hobbies.

As the advisor to Year-
book, Mrs. Newman said 
her favorite part of creating 
the yearbook each year was 
organizing the senior baby 
pictures and the ads. She 
loved “seeing how the se-
niors have grown into young 
adults,” as well as “working 
with the parents in creating a 
memory for their child.” But 
most of all, she enjoyed working 
with the Yearbook staff, as they 
were “dedicated, hardworking, 
and knew how to make her 
laugh.”

Mrs. Newman will be re-
membered for her kind-hearted 

By HALEY PARK (V) personality and the close bonds 
she formed with her students. 
One of her students, Grace 
Mullery (V), said, “Mrs New-
man was always so involved. 
She was like my second mom. 
She was always willing to help 

enjoyable.”
Mrs. Newman was always 

willing to help her students in 
any way she could, whether 
the issue brought to her was 
academic or personal. She noted 
that her favorite times at Pingry 

were spent 
“ h a n g i n g 
out” in her 
office with 
her students, 
“either do-
ing work or 
solving the 
crisis of the 
day.” 

W h e n 
reflecting 
on her time 
at Pingry, 
Mrs. New-
man said, “I 
have made 
wonderful 
friends and 
memories 
that will stay 
with me for 
many years. 

H. Park (V)

C. Beard (IV)

me with my work and any other 
problems I had.” Another one 
of her students, Taraja Arnold 
(V), agreed, saying, “I will miss 
Mrs. Newman’s honesty and 
caring personality. She is a great 
leader and made Yearbook very 

I have learned so much from 
faculty, staff, and especially the 
students.” 

Mrs. Newman will be missed 
dearly by the community, but she 
plans to keep in touch with her 
students and colleagues. 

Gallery Features Variety of Work
By CHRISTINA COSTA (V) and 

LORI KIM (VI)

This spring, the Hostetter Gal-
lery featured a wide range of art, 
from abstract design to architec-
ture.

During the month of May, the 
gallery displayed work created by 
architect and Pingry alum Scott 
Loikits ’90. 

While Mr. Loitkits is currently 
the Principal Architect and Design 
Director at the architecture firm 
GreenbergFarrow, the gallery also 
featured his past work, including 
his involvement in the renovation 
of the Museum of Modern Art. 
More recent projects include the 
new home of the Whitney Mu-
seum of Art. 

In addition to renderings and 
photographs of Mr. Loitkits’s 

work, the gallery featured 3D-
printed models and design propos-
als of his architecture.

Art Department Head Mr. 
Miles Boyd commented that 
featuring Mr. Loitkits’s work hit 
close to home because of the art-
ist’s connection to Pingry: “I had 
been to two of Scott’s career days, 
and to say that I was impressed 
is an understatement––he’s done 
phenomenal work. And David’s 
ISP with him made it even more 
special.” Mr. Boyd added that, 
“Doing something like the Phila-
delphia airport itself is a big deal, 
and going beyond that to work on 
the MoMA and with Keano on 
the Whitney is pretty incredible.” 

David Rockoff (VI), who in-
terned for Mr. Loikits for his ISP, 
assisted in setting up the gallery. 
Rockoff said, “I think it’s a great 

L. Kim (VI)The Gallery featured 3D-printed models of Mr. 
Loikits’90’s work.

opportunity for students to see 
the work of an artist who is in the 
field of design rather than strictly 
traditional fine arts.”

In early June, the gallery fea-
tured artwork from students who 
pursued a wide range of artistic 
interests, from photography to 
pottery, for their ISP’s. 

Reflecting on the variety of 
exhibitions displayed in Hostetter 
this year, Art Department Chair 
Mr. Miles Boyd said, “Mr. Del-
man, Ms. Sullivan and I worked 
hard to put together a really excit-
ing season in order to bring a wide 
range of work to the students.” 
In particular, Mr. Boyd and Fine 
Arts teachers Mr. Peter Delman 
and Ms. Rebecca Sullivan wanted 
to “bring students a variety of 
approaches to the art process,” 
beyond just traditional drawing 
and painting. 

Through the Hostetter Gallery 
and various art events at Pingry, 
Mr. Boyd hopes to “give students 
exposure” to the contemporary art 
world that thrives in the nearby city 
of New York. “We try to bring a 
sample of that artwork to Pingry––
these featured artists are national, if 
not internationally recognized, and 
I think it’s one of the greatest yet 
most underrated opportunities for 
Pingry students,” Mr. Boyd said. 
He added that the opportunity to 
not only see artwork but also meet 
the artists behind the works is one 
that is unique to this school, and 
“part of our mission is to bring that 
art world to Pingry.”
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After teaching 6th grade Eng-
lish and History classes at the 
Middle School for three years, 
Mr. Zachary Cohen will be leav-
ing Pingry.

Mr. Cohen attended Hamilton 
College in Clinton, New York. 
While there, he majored in Po-
litical Science and minored in 
Creative Writing, two fields he 
has been interested in throughout 
his life.

Mr. Cohen didn’t know that he 
wanted to be a teacher until his 
junior year at Hamilton. Pursu-
ing his desire to work abroad, he 
received his TEFL certification, 
which licensed him to teach 
English in foreign countries. 
Commenting on his certification, 
Mr. Cohen said, “I knew I always 
wanted to work internationally 
and be abroad.”

After graduating from Ham-
ilton, Mr. Cohen spent two years 
teaching English in China before 

Mr. Cohen Departs For Posting 
in South Africa

By DILLON NOONE (V)

Middle School Teacher Ms. Cum-
berbatch Continues Work with KIPP

Having concluded a year 
of teaching sixth grade Eng-
lish, Ms. Shamayne Cum-
berbatch will be leaving 
Pingry to move to the Min-
neapolis–St. Paul area in 
Minnesota after her summer 
wedding. In the Twin Cities, 
Ms. Cumberbatch will con-
tinue her work as a teacher at 
a Knowledge Is Power Pro-
gram (KIPP) school while 
conducting research for the 
Blake School.

Ms. Cumberbatch was 
born  in  Guyana ,  South 
America and later moved to 
Irving, NJ. She first attended 
the local public school be-
fore enrolling at Kent Place 
for middle and high school. 
She earned her bachelor’s 
degree from Princeton Uni-
versity and her master ’s 
degree from Harvard in 
Education Policy and Man-
agement.

Before working at Pin-
gry, Ms. Cumberbatch, par-
ticipated in the Teach for 
America program, teaching 
eighth grade English classes 
at a charter school in New-
ark, NJ, under the KIPP 
organization. 

KIPP’s mission is to pro-
vide students from less for-
tunate communities with the 
opportunity for an education 
that will teach them the nec-
essary skills for the future.

Ms. Cumberbatch was 
first drawn to teaching be-
cause of her interest in “is-
sues in the achievement 

By CAROLINE TERENS (V)

C. Beard (IV)
gap,” hoping to ensure that 
“all students have the oppor-
tunity to receive an excellent 
education.” She has always 
loved reading and writing, 
which has paved the way 
for her career as an English 
teacher.

Her favorite part of teach-
ing at Pingry has been work-
ing with students whom she 
believes have an “internal 
drive” that is unique to the 
school. She notes that the 
students here are always 
engaged during class and 
self-driven to succeed aca-
demically, something that, 
in the past, she has had to 
“structure for students.”

In reflecting on her teach-

ing experience at Pingry, Ms. 
Cumberbatch said, “English 
is so much about what we 
think, what we feel, and our 
ideas, it is really a great way 
to get to know the students.”  
She considers herself lucky 
to have seen her students 
“mature and grow as readers 
and writers.” 

In addition to teaching 
English, Ms. Cumberbatch 
was the Assistant Coach 
of the Middle School field 
hockey team and a faculty 
member of the multi-cultural 
team. 

She particularly enjoyed 
working with Dr.  Diana 
Artis on issues regarding di-
versity and with Dr. Denise 

After three years of teach-
ing, Chemistry and Biol-
ogy teacher Mr. Anthony 
Weinkopff is leaving Pingry. 
Mr. Weinkopff will be relocat-
ing up north, where he plans 
to take care of his grandfather 
and be closer to his family.

Mr. Weinkopff graduated 
from Lynchburg College in 
Virginia, where he intended 
to study pre-med and eventu-
ally become a neurosurgeon. 
When a college professor 
gave him the opportunity to 
teach a class, however, he 
immediately fell in love with 
teaching.

Encouraged by his pro-
fessor to become a TA at 
Lynchburg, Mr. Weinkopff 
answered students’ ques-
tions and helped them with 
their work. Eventually, he 
began running classes full-
time. Since then, he has had 
a passion for teaching and 
research. 

Before coming to Pingry, 
Mr. Weinkopff taught chemis-
try, biology and physics at the 
Blue Ridge School in Virginia 
and participated in summer 

research programs at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and 
Stanford University. 

Mr. Weinkopff joined the 
Science Department at Pingry 
in 2012. In addition to teach-
ing chemistry and biology 
classes, he coached the Junior 
Varsity soccer and basketball 
teams. He was also the faculty 
advisor for the Waksman Re-
search Program. 

Mr. Weinkopff’s favorite 
part of working at Pingry was 
“seeing students come into 
the room and take ownership 
of the learning experience.” 
He said that it is rewarding 
to see how students transform 
in the classroom and that it 
is crucial to get to know the 
students better as individuals.

One aspect of Pingry that 
Mr. Weinkopff will miss the 
most are the relationships he 
has formed, as well as being 
surrounded by driven, yet 
exceptionally down-to-earth 
people. He said that he has 
made incredible relationships 

Science Teacher Mr. Weinkopff  
Looks Forward to the Future

By ALEXIS ELLIOTT (III)

H. Park (V)
with colleagues and students 
who are extremely smart 
and have great interpersonal 
skills. 

Through  h i s  t each ing 
experience at Pingry, Mr. 
Weinkopff said that he has 
grown as a teacher, learning 
to be fair and always articu-
lating to students that he has 
their best interests at heart. 
He added that his goal each 
day is to make sure that stu-
dents feel like they are getting 
something out of every class.

Naiyah Atulomah (III), one 
of Mr. Weinkopff’s students, 
attested to this belief, saying, 
“He really connects with the 
students when he’s teaching, 
so it feels more like an infor-
mative conversation than a 
typical class.”

Consider ing a t tending 
graduate school in the near 
future, Mr. Weinkopff plans 
to expand on his passion for 
the sciences and impart this 
passion to his students as he 
continues his teaching career.

returning to the United States 
to receive his Master’s degree. 
Citing his experiences there, he 
said, “Once I stepped into the 
classroom, I fell in love with it. I 
knew I didn’t want to do anything 
else. I wanted to garner a greater 
understanding of the world, and 
I saw teaching as a vessel to do 
that.”

Teaching at Pingry was Mr. 
Cohen’s first job upon returning 
to the United States. When asked 
why he chose to teach 6th grade, 
Mr. Cohen jokingly said, “I feel 
all teachers were stunted at a 
certain age, and whatever that 
age happens to be is the grade 
they teach.” With a smile, he 
continued, saying, “I am a 6th 
grader at heart, and I feel like I 
connect with them better than I 
do with any other age group.”

At Pingry, Mr. Cohen quickly 

got involved in school life. In ad-
dition to teaching, he has coached 
the Middle School Basketball 
and Baseball teams, served as 
the Director of the Middle School 
Green Group, supervised the 
Middle School Debate Club, and 
has been a 6th grade advisor.

When asked about his favorite 
part of teaching, Mr. Cohen said, 
“I most enjoy, especially with 
the 6th graders, getting to know 
students and watching them 
develop for the better. And they 
do, every single time. Getting 
a student who is at heart a 5th 
grader, and working with him or 
her throughout the year, is my 
favorite part.”

Next school year, Mr. Cohen 
plans on teaching 7th grade His-
tory and 8th grade Poetry classes 
at the American International 
School of Johannesburg. 

Courtesy of Pingry Communications

Brown Allen in professional 
development. 

Ms. Cumberbatch also 
enjoyed working with her 
colleagues in the Middle 
School to create the course 
work for the year. She has 
been grateful to receive 
their advice and support, and 
noted that they have pushed 
her to become an even better 
teacher. 

Mr. Dow Moves to California to 
Become History Teacher

After two years of being a 
Permanent Substitute, Mr. Indigo 
Dow will be moving full-time to 
the classroom in California. Mr. 
Dow has been immensely invested 
in the community in a variety 
of ways.Raised in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, Mr. Dow attended 
Northfield Mount Hermon board-
ing school. He then went on to at-
tend and play four years of college 
football at Colby College in Maine.

While at Colby, Mr. Dow ma-
jored in American Studies and 
minored in Anthropology. He said 
that he began to take Education 
courses during his junior year. He 
added that his prior participation in 
Big Brother programs, as well as 
his courses, presented teaching as 
a good fit for him. Eventually, his 
aspiration was confirmed. 

“The summer between junior 

By COBY WEISS (IV) and senior year, I was a music 
counselor at a day camp,” he ex-
plained. “It enhanced my opinion 
of teaching. I knew I wanted to 
work in education.”

At Pingry, he has been a perma-
nent substitute and a co-teacher of 
seventh grade history along with 
History teacher Mr. Jake Ross’96. 
Mr. Dow focused on humanities 
education in college, and “looked 
at schools all over the country. “My 
senior year,” he said, “I spoke to 
Jon Leef about an opportunity for 
the permanent substitute position 
here at Pingry.”

As a permanent substitute, Mr. 
Dow works with classes anywhere 
from sixth to twelfth grade, ranging 
from substituting a day to a week. 
“Last year, I would observe teach-
ers in order to learn from them. 
A handful of times, I was able to 
practice teaching to work on my 
skills,” Mr. Dow said. After teach-

ing a History 7 class this year, Mr. 
Dow reflected, “I found a passion 
for teaching at that age range and 
subject matter.”

In terms of music, Mr. Dow 
is actively involved with the Jazz 
Band. In college, Mr. Dow was in 
a funk band, and his love of music 
remains with him. “A few mem-
bers of the Jazz Band and I have 
been meeting and jamming,” he 
recollected. “It was so fun getting 
to work with those guys. I know 
they will be great musicians in the 
future,” Mr. Dow said.

Mr. Dow has also coached foot-
ball, basketball, and middle school 
track. When describing one aspect 
of Pingry life that could improve, 
he said that it is important for Pin-
gry sports to be more of a priority 
to the kids here. “You don’t get that 
same team dynamic if everyone is 
not as invested,” he said.

Mr. Dow has also been actively 
involved in the school’s diversity 
movement. As half-Trinidadian 
and half-American, Mr. Dow has 
been a co-leader of the multira-
cial affinity group. He has also 
been a part of the middle school 
multicultural team, “Our goal is 
to create a curriculum for middle 
school students to deal with is-
sues of diversity,” he said. “This 
year our focus was more on the 
teacher side.”

If he could change one thing 
about the school, Mr. Dow said, “I 
think that on a school standpoint, 
there needs to be more time set out 
for dialogue that is not part of the 
day now. For example, there were 
the community forums. There need 
to be more forums, or opportuni-
ties like those, for people to speak 

their mind. I think that sometimes 
we lose sight of how Pingry is a 
community. We need more time 
to just talk and reflect.”

Mr. Dow said, “It has been 
a pleasure to get to work with 
the kids here. The students I’ve 
worked with have been welcom-
ing, easy to work with, and moti-
vated students who really want to 
learn. It is a unique thing to come 
to a school like this. It is a big privi-
lege to come here, but also to work 
here.”Next year, Mr. Dow will be 
teaching seventh grade history at 
La Jolla Country Day School in 
San Diego, California.

C. Beard (IV)
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Seniors Embark On Unique Journeys During ISP
Continued From Page 1

Art

Ruthie Advokat shadowed 
interior designer Ms. Suza Lucas 
Santiago, who is the head of 
Santiago Design Group. Under 
the guidance of Ms. Santiago, 
Advokat created a few designs 
of her own. 

To expand on her Pingry art 
career, Yandely Almonte cre-
ated various paintings, along 
with physical and sculptural 
counterparts, that were inspired 
by various artists, cultures and 
techniques. Under her mentor, Mr. 
Boyd, Almonte designed pieces 
that were influenced by a wide 
range of cultural movements. 

Taking advantage of her ISP 
opportunity, Gianna Arata trav-
eled to New York City to photo-
graph and interview city inhabit-
ants. Under the mentorship of Mr. 
Boyd, Arata displayed her work at 
ISP Night. 

To find inspiration and ideas 
for her own artwork, Evy Barnett 
spent time visiting art bookstores 
in New York City for her ISP. 
Barnett then created a hardcover 
book of her artwork that consoli-
dated and expanded her portfolio 
of small paperback books of art. 
This hardcover book is her first 
large collection of work.

Inspired by the fable of the 
Three Little Pigs, Jake Bober and 
Jake Greenberg designed and 
built pig-size houses by gather-
ing materials from the woods 
and appliance stores. The three 
houses—one made of straws, one 
of sticks and one of bricks—are 
in the woods that line the cross 
country trail. 

Expanding on her passion 
for dance, Allie Brenner took 
dance classes at Broadway Dance 
Center in NYC, while continuing 
her work with her team at Dance 
Express in Warren, NJ. In addi-
tion to blogging about her dance 
experience, Allie pursued her 
photography endeavors in New 
York to add to her high school 
portfolio.

Pursuing her aspirations in 
writing, Victoria Castillo wrote a 
50,000-word novel, completing a 
project that she had started for Dr. 
Dineen’s Creative Writing class. 

To decorate the Pingry campus 
and raise awareness about envi-
ronmental issues, Katia Colon 
created various environmental 
art pieces under the mentorship of 
Art teacher Mr. Peter Delman. Her 
works include a bamboo archway, 
studio art paintings and nature 
drawings that will be displayed on 
the green art path or in the garden.

Hunter Conti learned the 
craft of welding with the aid of 
Sculpture teacher Mr. Richard 
Freiwald. He then applied these 
newly learned skills to create 
kinetic metal sculptures. His 
ultimate goal was to master the 
skill of MIG (Metal Inert Gas) 
welding to produce large kinetic 
metal sculptures.

For Sean Fischer’s senior 
project, he made a comedy re-
view series on YouTube about 
video games and movies. With 
a combination of his own humor 
and footage from the games and 
movies, Fisher filmed, edited 
and published his videos onto the 
internet. 

In New York City, Julia 
Friend interned at designer Cyn-
thia Rowley’s main retail store. 
She learned about fashion busi-
ness and sales from Cynthia Row-
ley herself and other designers at 
the brand.

school, explored different styles 
of pottery and sculpture that he 
was unable to try in a class setting. 

Since he was unable to pursue 
his interest in art at Pingry, Paul 
Ludwig spent his ISP taking 

Head of the Drama Department 
Mr. Al Romano, he explored what 
it means to be a director of a play. 

To learn about different me-
diums of art, Natalie Mullins 
visited a number of New York 

pieces in-depth with her private 
teacher to improve her technical 
and musical abilities. She then 
produced an album of her existing 
repertoire, working in a recording 
studio twice a week. 

Hoping to further her artistic 
ability, Sarah Wang created 
large-scale paintings and worked 
on digital art. Using the com-
puter to digitally draw and paint, 
Wang helped Nate Ballintyn and 
Tommy San Miguel create a 
video game for their ISP.

Expanding on her interest in 
production, Kacey Weiniger 
interned at Steiner Studios in 
Brooklyn, the largest production 
studio on the east coast. Weiniger 
worked in four different depart-
ments of the studio, Lighting and 
Grip, Accounting, Operations 
and Stage Management. She also 
made a short film documenting 
her experience at the studio.

Health & Cooking

To achieve her goal of becom-
ing a certified yoga instructor, 
Leah Ajmani trained at Bkhati 
Barn Yoga Studio in Millburn. In 
addition to learning the anatomi-
cal reasoning behind the poses 
and movements of yoga, Ajmani 
gained knowledge of the busi-
ness of owning a yoga studio. 

She also co-taught an exclusive 
yoga class for Pingry students 
with her mentor, Betsy Davis.

In the hopes of learning how 
to cook before going to college, 
Takiyah Johnson and Ayanna 
Neal created a cookbook with 
healthy recipes, for which they 
also created a blog. For their 
deliverable, they handed out 
food samples and presented their 
cookbook and blog. 

Rachel Noone explored the 
art of cooking in her own home. 
She also took photographs of each 
meal, recorded the recipes and 
wrote corresponding entries. Un-
der the mentorship of her father, 
Mrs. Grant and Mrs. Sullivan, 
Noone ultimately produced a 
hardcover cookbook using iPhoto. 

Pursuing her interests in physi-
cal therapy and sports medicine, 
Caitlin Mahoney interned at Jag 
Physical Therapy in Warren, NJ. 

exploring mindfulness through 
scholastic study and personal 
practice. Rabke spent his days 
researching the history of medita-
tion and practicing the techniques 
he studied. 

Allie Ruggiero spent her ISP 
creating a family recipe book, 
learning more about Italian cul-
ture and history along the way. 
Additionally, Ruggiero hosted 
a series of lunches at school to 
benefit Fondo Ambiente Italiano, 
a charity dedicated to preserving 
Italy’s national treasures and 
heritage.

Environment

Jeremy Algoo and Brandon 
Kong recreated a traditional 
Native American dugout canoe 
for the purpose of exploring the 
techniques and culture of history 
through an environmental lens. 
They built and tested the canoe 
on a farm owned by their mentor, 
Daniel Chin. 

Kim Chen worked at Rutgers 
Gardens, a public garden in New 
Brunswick, under the mentorship 
of Debbie Henry, who coordinates 
public education and directs the 
children’s programs. She learned 
and researched the foods grown 
in the vegetable garden and took 
photographs. She also created 
signs for the garden and helped 
out with the garden’s Family and 
Youth Garden Club sessions. 

Along with Kamau Holston, 
Taylor Dillon explored the reac-
tion of the Pingry community to 
the recently introduced affinity 
groups. They interviewed a ran-
dom sample of students and fac-
ulty and recorded their responses 
in a book.

Caroline Freinberg hiked 
through the Appalachians and 
kept a field journal that recorded 
the plants and animals that she 
saw on her trip. 

Christina Ou interned with 
the Great Swamp Watershed As-
sociation. While there, she helped 
assist with field and office work. 

Joey Padula drafted and con-
structed a mini-log cabin with 
help from Art teacher Mrs. Jane 
Asch and his father. The drafting 
artistically illustrated the front, 

M. Dannenbaum (VI) worked in the clay studio for his ISP. L. Kim (VI)

G. Gupta (VI) and A. Wang (VI) (not pictured) assembled a small quadcopter. L. Kim (VI)

Will Johnson and Josh Leb-
owitz created podcasts analyzing 
American fears in film throughout 
the twentieth century. They were 
inspired by their studies in AP US 
History and specifically by issues 
such as communism, totalitarian-
ism and racial tensions.

Max Leef created a gallery 
consisting of pottery and sculp-
ture. He worked in the 3D studio 
with Mr. Freiwald, combining 
various mediums for a unique 
blend of hand building, throw-
ing and sculpting. To expand his 
knowledge and abilities in clay 
working, Leef experimented with 
new glazing techniques and forms 
of pottery.

Lovers of fashion and de-
sign, Sydney Lieberman and 
Claire Putman shadowed Megan 
Young, a local interior designer. 
Lieberman also worked with the 
founder of Runway of Dreams, 
Megan Sheier, to explore antique 
stores in New York City and 
gather fabrics, paint samples and 
furniture. She documented her 
experience with photography. For 
the second half of her ISP, Putman 
shadowed an anesthesiologist and 
observed numerous surgeries.

Lori Kim spent her time 
studying the websites of success-
ful news outlets in order to begin 
creating record.pingry.org, the 
Pingry Record’s own website. 

Alec Kirmser traveled to Los 
Angeles to work with Mr. J. Vin-
cent Reppert, a founding partner 
of Reppert Kelly, LLC. Kirmser 
mainly studied filmmaking with 
Mr. Reppert’s production com-
pany, which creates made-for-TV 
movies. Kirmser, who plans to 
major in Film in college, produced 
a screenplay and short paper about 
his ISP. 

Keerthi Kotha spent her ISP 
pursuing her love of dance by 
filming dances that she either 
learned or choreographed herself 
in Pingry’s dance studio and 
multi-arts room. 

Sebastian Lutz worked as an 
apprentice to Mr. Freiwald. Lutz, 
who took pottery classes in high 

classes on glass blowing. As part 
of his final project, he put his skills 
to the test as he worked to blow 
his own glass piece. Additionally, 
he interned at Citic Securities, a 
Chinese investment bank with 
offices in New York City.

Georgia Miller interned at 
PAPER Magazine in New York 
City. PAPER focuses primarily 
on fashion but also explores New 
York culture. While there, she 
explored the many aspects of the 
publication process, including 
online publishing.  

Nicole Mo embarked on an 
art-centric project, visiting muse-
ums in New York City to study the 
works of established artists and 
creating her own works. Nicole 
also interviewed several Pingry 
faculty and staff members and 
turned their stories, experiences 
and opinions into short memoir 
pieces that could be collected as 

City art museums and galleries. 
She also attended Supreme Court 
hearings and photographed pro-
tests and demonstrations taking 
place in Washington, D.C.

Combining her interests in 
the visual arts and environment, 
Emma Palmer created three 
major installations solely relying 
on materials in nature. She learned 
how to work with new materials 
while also understanding how to 
appropriately plan, prepare and 
construct large-scale outdoor 
installations. 

Carol Porges and Bella Zinn 
spent their time working at Kalaki 
Riot, a boutique jewelry company 
founded by Tracy Dungo ‘03. 
By the end of May,  they made 
a lookbook that encompassed 
everything that they learned. 

David Rockoff spent his ISP 
interning at the GreenbergFarrow 

architecture firm under the guid-
ance of Scott Loikits’90. This 
opportunity served as an introduc-
tion into the world of architecture 
for Rockoff. 

Gladys Teng studied piano 

an anthology.

Continuing his interest in 
drama, Ricky Morash staged a 
production of “The Shallow End” 
by Wendy MacLeod in the Attic 
Theater. Under the tutelage of the 

Mahoney also worked on vari-
ous environmental art projects, 
including helping Green Group 
create a trail and campsite in the 
Pingry woods.

Theo Rabke spent his ISP 

sides, back and overview of the 
building. He used a method called 
ducktail notching to construct the 
cabin.

Jamie Smith joined the Som-
erset Lake and Game Club to 
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participate in a river restoration 
project on a one-mile stretch of 
river that flows into Ravine Lake 
in Far Hills, NJ. Smith helped 
restore the area, which is in need 
of repair due to environmental 
damage. 

Emery Sorvino and Frances 
Steele worked on the farm and 
in the cooking school of Ninety 
Acres, a farm to table restau-
rant on the Natirar Property in 
Peapack-Gladstone. On the farm, 
they had a chance to learn the 
basics of organic farming. Under 
the guidance of Kim Wojotowicz 
and Ellen Taylor, they learned 
how to use the produce from the 
farm when cooking. 

Business

Working with The Bar Method 
of Summit, an exercise studio, 
Sarah Beckmen learned the 
behind-the-scenes work involved 
in owning a successful franchise 
while further understanding the 
benefits of exercise to the mind 
and body. She worked on their 
social media accounts, interned 
with Head of Retail Management 

Alligent Group, a medical-affairs 
focused company based out of 
Stirling, NJ. While there, he fol-
lowed and worked with research-
ers and presenters to further his 
experience with science research.   

For his ISP, Jonathan Butler 
shadowed Pingry parent Mr. 
Keith Zusi, Vice President in the 
High Yield Credit Sales Division 
of The Goldman Sachs Group in 
New York City. Butler observed 
Mr. Zusi’s daily operations and 
gained knowledge about the role 
of Mr. Zusi and his team in the 
firm, as well as the different areas 
of the financial sector. Mr. Zusi 
also provided Butler with useful 
professional advice on interview-
ing for a job and preparing a cover 
letter. 

Frederick Chang worked as 
a marketing and digital media 
intern at DirecTV in New York 
City. While there, he was exposed 
to aspects of the industry such as 
search engine optimization and 
market tactics. 

Drawing on his knowledge of 
microeconomics, James Char-

guson Bath, Kitchen, and Light-
ing in Houston, TX. She recorded 
her experience marketing and 
advertising for the company in 
a journal.

Claudia Jiang interned at 
Citic Securities International, 
where she learned about Chinese 
financial markets and was able 
to improve her Chinese speaking 
skills. She kept a daily journal 
and made a powerpoint about her 
experience. 

Abhiram Karuppur worked 
with Josh Connor ’92 and used 
data modeling for stock indices 
across six continents to analyze 
and explore the concept of “tim-
ing the markets.” After coming 
up with a set of rules (e.g. when 
the market goes up 10% sell), he 
simulated investing a million dol-
lars in each of the six indices to 
determine how much profit could 
be made by following these rules. 

In pursuit of her interest in 
statistics, Diana Masch spent 
her ISP working at CSM Capital 
Corporation, an independent New 
York-based asset management 

Americas at Goldman Sachs. He 
analyzed the impact of changes 
in commodities prices in the dif-
ferent Latin American countries. 
Vollbrechthausen documented 
his experience and activities on 
a daily blog.

Community Service

For his ISP, Russell Becker-
man volunteered at Cerebral 
Palsy of North Jersey’s Horizon 
School, helping the school to 
organize and prepare for their 
Wheelin’-n’-Walkin’ Challenge. 
His responsibilities included pro-
cessing donations, writing press 

releases and planning special 
events for the organization.  

Under the mentorship of en-
trepreneur and Pingry dad Keith 
Wargo, Julian Chartouni re-
searched and developed a busi-
ness plan to design and build a 
housing project for adults with 
autism. He gained knowledge of 
the issues surrounding a business, 
as well as insight into the real 
estate and finance fields.

Stephanie Clark shadowed 
teacher Russell Fay at ECLC 
in Chatham, NJ. Working with 
the ECLC advisor at Pingry, 
Ms. Dillon, Stephanie sat in on 
classes and helped students with 
homework. 

Margaret Ding worked at 
Deirdre’s House, where she 
helped with a golfing fundraiser. 
While there, she worked with chil-
dren and in the office, specifically 

in program management. 

Thomas Foreman improved 
and expanded the outreach of 
Tackles4Tanzania, which is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
that he founded. During his ISP, 
Foreman put together an overview 
and an excel sheet to track dona-
tions. He also created a toolkit that 
includes access to the website, 
handouts and promotional items 
to help generate interest in the 
foundation. 

Lily Graff worked at the 
Reeve Foundation in Short Hills, 
NJ in prospect researching and 

fundraising. Working under 
Patricia Stush, the foundation’s 
director of strategic partnerships 
and development communica-
tions, Graff conducted research 
for possible donors. She also 
wrote emails, helped with mailing 
and organized fundraising events. 

Rachel Jacob and Doug 
Lachenauer organized this year’s 
annual John Taylor Babbitt Walk 
for the Heart. Along with the help 
of John Taylor Babbitt’s mom, 
Ms. JoAnne Babbit, Jacob and 
Lachenauer organized aspects 
of the event such as selling raffle 
tickets and marketing the event.

For her senior project, Stepha-
nie McMorran volunteered at 
Deirdre’s House in Morristown, a 
non-profit organization that helps 
victims of domestic abuse bring 
their cases to court. During her 
time working, she learned about 
children’s psychology and how to 

T. San Miguel (VI) tests out Lacuna, the video game that he and 
N. Ballintyn (VI) coded.

L. Kim (VI)

P. Rothpletz (VI)P. Rothpletz (VI) interned at CNN and experienced the 
media industry.

help them in situations of domes-
tic abuse. She also furthered her 
interest in African philosophy and 
the philosophies of the African 
diaspora from North America and 
the Caribbean. She discussed her 
ideas and continued her research 
with the help of History teacher 
Dr. Barrington Edwards.

Evan Seals interned at the 
Children’s Justice Campaign and 
helped the organization prepare 
for the Battered Mothers Custody 
Conference. For his deliverable, 
he created a journal that high-
lighted important issues that were 
discussed at the conference. 

A photo from C. Porges (VI) and I. Zinn (VI)’s jewelry lookbook. I. Zinn (VI)

Science, Math, and 
Technology

Nate Ballintyn and Tommy 
San Miguel designed and built 
their own video game. The proj-
ect consisted of writing the story, 
creating specific roles of the char-
acters and recording the voices of 
the actors. They used their artistic 
and technical skills to complete 
this project with the help of their 
mentor, English teacher Mrs. 
Vicki Grant.

Volunteering at the Randolph 
Pound, Kaelea Composto cared 
for the shelter’s animals. In ad-
dition to helping the shelter with 
maintenance, Composto analyzed 
the correlation between adoption 
rates of cats and fur color. 

In hopes of expanding their 
knowledge of engineering, Josh 
Chin and Garret McGregor 
constructed a go-kart at a farm 

Robin Naylor and interacted with 
the studio’s clients. 

Julia Muro interned at Allison 
Sargent Events in Montclair, New 
Jersey. She helped Alison and 
her team execute their events and 
learned about the event planning 
business. She kept a journal about 
her daily work.

Mark Biedron interned at 
Affiliated Private Investors, a 
financial advisory firm. He ex-
panded the knowledge he gained 
through his economics courses 
at Pingry and spent a majority of 
his time shadowing his mentor, 
Kristian Horvei. 

To learn more about analytics, 
William Bierds used the newest 
technology to study the emerging 
field of computer science. Under 
his mentor, Christian Barrera, he 
studied predictive analysis, the 
science of analyzing unstructured 
data to capitalize on a set of in-
formation. 

Interested in entering the hos-
pitality industry, Kyle Boylan 
interned at Natirar Ninety Acres 
in Peapack, NJ. He spent a sig-
nificant amount of time working 
with the management team to 
learn about the inner workings of 
the private club. Under mentor, 
co-founder and sole proprietor of 
Natirar, Richard Branson, Boylan 
learned about the specifics of 
the industry, including the bar, 
cooking and wine school, and the 
club’s future plans to open a spa.

David Braverman interned at 

touni interned at Cato Partners, 
a financial planning committee. 
Through his internship, Chartouni 
gained a better understanding of 
the analytical work required to 
study specific companies and 
industries. 

Emma Engel interned at 
Gladstein Neandross & Associ-
ates, an environmental consulting 
firm for building advanced, clean 
energy transportation technology, 
policies and innovation. While at 
the firm’s New York City office, 
Engel conducted research for the 
market analysis and development 
team.

For the first part of his ISP, 
Jamie Finnegan worked in the 
Pingry Alumni Office with Tara 
Enzmann, gaining insight into 
activities that the alumni of-
fice plans. For the remaining 
two weeks of his ISP, Finnegan 
worked at Citic Securities Interna-
tional in New York City in areas of 
trade, sales, research, compliance, 
operation, and accounting. 

Matthew Fromm worked 
for Assured Guaranty, an insur-
ance company in New York. He 
worked with the municipal bond 
insurance staff in the Public Fi-
nance Surveillance Department.

Jordan Hansen interned for 
David Ellis Events, a NJ / NY 
catering company. While there, he 
helped set up events such as bridal 
showers and weddings and man-
aged scheduling for the company. 

Coby Harris interned at Fer-

company. The company is dedi-
cated to serving the investment 
needs of a select group of wealthy 
families and foundations. 

Peter Rothpletz worked in 
the New York office of Sucher-
man Consulting Group alongside 
current Chief Executive Officer 
Erik Sorenson. He also spent a 
few days shadowing individuals 
at CNN’s New York City Head-
quarters. 

Sam Schuman interned at 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch, 
specifically in the emerging mar-
ket bonds division. Additionally, 
he worked at a small company 
named Daiwa that specializes in 
trading stocks and bonds. He kept 
a journal in which he recorded 
everything he learned. 

Inspired by his love for math-
ematics and statistics, Peter Shim 
interned at Citigroup in New York 
City with a Pingry parent. He 
explored the corporate setting and 
exactly how the math he studied 
here applies in the real world of 
finance.

 Zachary Steinhardt interned 
at G-Holdings LLC, a real estate 
firm in New York City. While 
there, he learned the structural, 
legal, financial and physical ob-
stacles that go into the building 
process under the mentorship of 
Ron Gross.

To better understand the econ-
omy, Alejandro Vollbrechthau-
sen shadowed Colleen Foster, 
Co-Head of Commodities in the 
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A photo of French teacher Mrs. Lydia Geacintov from N. Mo 
(VI)’s anthology about the lives of Pingry teachers.

N. Mo (VI)

A. Brenner (VI)As part of her ISP, A. Brenner (VI) took photos of NYC architecture.

in Flemington, NJ. They were 
mentored by Physics teacher Mr. 
Chuck Coe and Rudolpho Betuz, 
who overlooked construction on 
the farm. 

With the help of Physics teach-
er Mr. Jeff Jenkins, Greg Cor-
tazzo and Luke Pacific learned 
about the electromagnetic propul-
sion systems that are used in roller 
coasters, aircraft carriers and mag-
lev trains by building a device that 
uses this phenomenon to launch a 
small model plane. They designed 
and built the project using tools in 
the robotics lab. After completing 
their project, they calibrated the 
device by launching test gliders.

Inspired by their interest in 
statistics, Nicole Korogodsky, 
Dana Wang and Adriana Savet-
tiere produced a series of surveys 
to gain more knowledge about 
the visitors who sightsee in our 

time exploring the construction 
industry. He looked into plumb-
ing, ceiling, and kitchen improve-
ments and cleaning.

For his ISP, Jonathan Zeitels 
worked in the Informational 
Technology Department at Pru-
dential. By shadowing profes-
sionals and assisting on projects, 
Zeitels learned about network 
architecture, production imaging, 
information security and coding.

Anthony Wang and Gaurav 
Gupta applied their knowledge 
of and interest in physics and 
engineering to build a remote-
controlled helicopter under the 
supervision of Physics teacher Mr. 
Jeff Jenkins.

Law & Politics

Ben Chen worked alongside 
Jeffrey Advokat at his law firm, 

Advokat & Rosenberg. He gained 
experience in a legal setting and 
kept a daily journal detailing his 
day-to-day activities. 

Max Lurie volunteered at 
AIPAC, a prominent political 
activist group that lobbies for Is-
rael’s interests in America, which 
offered Lurie the opportunity to 
pursue his interests in interna-
tional affairs.

Cory Ransom furthered her 
interest in government and poli-

tics by interning at New Jersey 
Property Assessed Clean Energy 
(PACE). Cory contacted mu-
nicipal leaders and helped them 
follow the process of filing an 
ordinance and initiating PACE in 
their towns. 

Hunter Stires continued 
writing George Washington: 
America’s First Action Hero, a 
biography meant to make the 
life of George Washington more 
accessible to kids. He worked 
from home and was mentored by 
Civilizations teacher Dr. Edwards. 
He also consulted the Lloyd W. 
Smith Archives in Morristown to 
gather information. 

Sports

Jamie Cook and Roberto De 
Almeida interned at Relevent 
Sports in NYC in order to gain 
insight into the behind-the-scenes 

C. McCollum (VI) and C. Lucciola (VI) sold iced drinks. A. Karuppur (VI)

complete life of a triathlete by 
visiting athletic stores to docu-
ment triathlon equipment and 
cooking nutritional recipes es-
sential for an athlete. 

To gain experience in sports 
marketing, Meg Vreeland, JC 
Sorenson and Annelise Kinney 
worked for Mrs. Laura Gump 
and her two companies, Sum 
It Up Lacrosse and Swax Lax. 
Their responsibilities included 
marketing the clinics and camps, 
writing blog posts for the com-
panies, creating sample kits of 
lacrosse balls and designing new 
apparel. 

To pursue his passion for 
golf, Alex Wolfson shadowed 
and assisted PGA Professional 
Jim Beadle. At the Essex Golf 
Performance Lab, where Mr. 
Beadle is the director of instruc-
tion, Wolfson learned about the 
newest technology of the golf 
industry and interacted with club 
manufacturers. 

Education

Christine Daifotis assisted 
Ms. Dugan’s second grade class 

at the Short Hills Campus. A lifer 
herself, Daifotis returned to her 

Elizabeth Kraeutler and 
Sharanya Pulapara worked with 
Latin teacher Mr. Tom Varnes to 
cover a condensed version of the 
Latin 6 curriculum, since they 
were unable to take this course 
during their senior year. In addi-
tion to translating passages and 
reviewing grammar, both pro-
duced a poetic translation of a 
Latin work. 

For the first part of his ISP, 
Rahul Oza, who hopes to pursue 
chemistry in college, assisted Mr. 
Grant in teaching Chemistry II 
and tutored students preparing 
for the SAT II Chemistry Subject 
Test. For the second part of his 
ISP, Oza, a junior EMT, worked at 
the New Providence EMS. 

Gabrielle Stern pursued her 
interest in developmental psy-
chology and Special Education at 
Temple Sinai’s Early Childhood 
Education Program in Summit, 

NJ. She worked with two- and 
three-year-olds and assisted their 
teachers with designing and exe-
cuting activities. She documented 
her observations, which will be 
used in state-mandated assess-
ments of each child’s progress. 

As a proud member of the Quiz 
Bowl team, Andrew Verdesca 
compiled a guide to the literature 
that is commonly encountered 
in Quiz Bowl tournaments. He 
distributed a copy of the guide 
to the school’s Quiz Bowl team 
to help them study, practice and, 
hopefully, succeed. 

Jenny Wilkens and Emma 
Thomas worked on the Basking 
Ridge and Short Hills campuses 
with their mentor Ms. Cindy 
McArthur, Pingry’s director of 
summer and auxiliary programs. 
In addition to organizing and plan-
ning camp open houses, they in-
teracted with prospective campers 
and their parents at these events.

As a dancer and member of 
the Kpop Dance Club, Tiffany 
Yu worked in the dance studio on 
campus and choreographed solo 
pieces to perform on ISP night. 
She also translated several stories 
of Chinese character known as 
Afanti under her mentor, Mrs. Yu.

Medicine

Matthew Dannenbaum 
worked with the Summit Volun-
teer Aid Squad and the Mobile 
Intensive Care Unit Paramedics 
from the Atlantic Ambulance 
out of Morristown Medical and 
Overlook. He had previously 
completed a 180-hour EMT class 
and become a member of the 

Summit Squad. He was mentored 
by Kate Getzendanner, the crew 
chief of the squad, in order to 
learn to make calls and do patient 
assessment and care. When not 
working as an EMT, he was in 
the clay studio working on pot-
tery projects. 

Bridget Harrison shadowed 
her aunt, Dr. Paulette Browne, 
who is a Fair Oaks, VA-based 
OB/GYN and clinical instructor at 
Georgetown University. Harrison, 
who hopes to one day become a 
physician herself, gained insight 
into the medical field by sitting 
in on weekly journal presentations 
and classes hosted by her aunt.  

Kathleen Murray spent her 
ISP working with the Florham 
Park Memorial First Aid Squad. 
Having earned her EMT certi-
fication last September, Murray 
assisted the squad by covering 
shifts.  

Prad Maganti shadowed 
nurses and doctors at the nearby 
Overlook Hospital. He observed 
operations and followed doctors 
as they met with their patients. 
Additionally, Maganti wrote four 
journal entries detailing each 
week’s activities.

In order to explore the medical 
field, Branden Phillips spent his 
time under the supervision of Dr. 
Marygrace Zetkulis of St. Peter’s 
Hospital. In particular, Phillips 
focused on trauma and emergency 
room patients by shadowing Dr. 
Zetkulis while she made hospital 
rounds and and followed up on 
patients.

Pursuing her interest in medi-
cine, Sahar Sheikh shadowed 
two physicians to furthur her 
passion for science research. She 
had the chance to watch Dr. Tanvir 
Janjua, a facial plastic reconstruc-
tive surgeon in Bedminster, NJ, 
and Dr. Jay Chun, a neurosur-
geon in Morristown, NJ, perform 
various surgeries and consult with 
patients. 

To gain insight into the de-
mands of being a surgeon, Brigit 
Sullivan shadowed Dr. Michael 
A. Marano and his team of doctors 
at the Burn Center in Saint Barn-
abas Hospital. She kept a journal 
of her day-to-day experiences and 
observations at the hospital.

Entrepreneurship

Robbie Diaz ,  Clayton 
Wright, Ryan Solomon, and 
Justin Friedman ran a breakfast 
sandwich and burger business 
four days a week called “Big 
Macs Dirty Country Griddle.” 

They budgeted their own finances 
and worked closely with a JTB 
representative, as all proceeds 
went to the John Taylor Babbitt 
Foundation. 

Pursuing her interests in en-
trepreneurship and art, Kate 
Northrop used software such 
as Photoshop and Manga Studio 
5.0 to create new works and 
place them on various products 
such as phone cases, clothing 
and accessories. She created her 
own online business in hopes 
of understanding how to build a 
storefront online.

Clay McCollum and Chris 
Lucciola ran C&C Coffee, a cof-
fee shop at Pingry. Additionally, 
the two pursued their interest in 
music by spending some of their 
ISP time rehearsing a piece that 
they performed on ISP Night.

elementary school to spend time 
with students in the classroom and 
plan her own class lessons.

In order to gain firsthand ex-
perience in teaching, Tatiana 
Oliveira observed a class in her 
local elementary school. She 
kept a journal to document her 
experiences and thoughts about 
each day and facilitated classroom 
activities. 

workings of professional soc-
cer. They worked with Charlie 
Stillitano ’77, one of the founders 
of the company, in order to gain 
experience and pursue their inter-
est in soccer.

Sydney Streicher combined 
her interest in art and athletics by 
training for a triathlon one hour a 
day while keeping a photography 
log of her training, which she 
exhibited at ISP night. Streicher 
also took classes to further her 
knowledge of photography and 
Photoshop. She captured the 

nation’s capital. They spent five 
days in Washington D.C. inter-
viewing tourists about the various 
monuments and historical themes 
at the capital. 

Matt Rice used his time to 
complete his restoration of his 
childhood dream car, a 1966 Mus-
tang. Rice has spent the past three 
years working on the project, but 
its completion has been delayed 
by his busy school schedule. 

Under the guidance of a Pingry 
parent, Austin Schmidt spent his 
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What We Need to Know About the 
Economy: Rana Foroohar Answers

On Thursday, May 7, Ms. 
Rana Foroohar, an assistant 
managing editor and columnist 
at Time Magazine, visited Pin-
gry and addressed Upper and 
Middle School students and 
faculty as part of the annual 
Financial Literacy Lecture.

A 1992 graduate of Barnard 
College, with a degree in Eng-
lish Literature, Ms. Foroohar 
has written for Forbes Magazine 
and Newsweek. Currently, she 

By ABHIRAM KARUPPUR (VI) high school and college drop-
outs, but kids graduating from 
four-year colleges also face el-
evated levels of unemployment 
by historical standards, and that 
tends to mean a depressed salary, 
in relative terms, through their 
life span. To counter this trend, 
students need to be entrepre-
neurial and embrace the concept 
of a “gig economy,” where 
everyone wears multiple hats. 

Q: What is the value of a 
college education?

A: The data show that gradu-
ating from a four-year col-
lege will get you a better life-
style and salary. Some wealthy 
technology personas say that 
students should be more entre-
preneurial and should drop out 
of college and found their own 
start-up, like Mark Zuckerberg 
or Bill Gates. However, this 
strategy only works for people at 
the top, and it’s not great advice 
for a first-generation college 
student or students from less-
privileged backgrounds, who 
don’t have a safety net. It is 
important to note that employers 
are becoming less focused on the 
pedigree of the university, and 
are more interested in the unique 
skills that individuals bring to 
the table, such as creativity and 
leadership.

Q: What will be the effects 
of the climate-change issue on 
the economy, and what can we 
do to mitigate these effects?

A: Climate change is a big 
issue that businesses don’t want 
to talk about, but it is something 
that we as a society need to ad-
dress. One reason for China’s 
GDP decline is their massive 
pollution problem, and the Chi-
nese government has recognized 
this and has a five-year plan to 
support green industries, kind 
of like the “Green New Deal.” 
In the US, we could employ 
people to retrofit houses and 
factories with energy-efficient 
technology, which could lower 
unemployment. The government 
has the power to take away oil 
and coal subsidies, but the prob-
lem is that the lobbyists have a 
lot of influence over politicians.

18

writes an economics column for 
Time, ranging from topics such 
as corporate mergers to foreign 
affairs. In addition, she serves as 
CNN’s Global Economic Ana-
lyst, is a member of the Council 
on Foreign Relations, and ap-
pears on the weekly radio show 
“Money Talking,” produced by 
WNYC.

As part of her visit, a select 
group of economics students got 
the chance to sit down and ask 
Ms. Foroohar some questions 
pertinent to college and career-
bound students.

Below are some excerpts 
from the conversation: 

Q: What are some changes 
you think will occur in the 
labor force, and how does it 
pertain to students?

A: Currently, there is a lot 
of emphasis on STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math) and STEM is go-
ing to become an increasingly 
important sector in the future. 
Statistics show that those who 
enter STEM professions have 
on average higher salaries than 
many of their counterparts in 
other industries. The caveat to 
this is that the top tier of jobs 
will require a strong liberal arts 
foundation. Improvements in 

technology will replace many 
current occupations and we need 
more creative, instead of voca-
tional, thinkers to design future 
apps and services. This skill can 
only be acquired through pursu-
ing a liberal arts curriculum in 
college. In the next 20 years, 
science education will be much 
more about creative thinking 
across a variety of disciplines.

Q: With such a high rate of 
youth unemployment, what 
can students do to increase 
their chances of being finan-
cially stable in the future?

A: Youth unemployment is 
a growing problem, since the 
current rate is 14% while the 
national unemployment rate is 
5.5%. The 14% also includes 

Artis Communicates the Importance 
of Learning the Chinese Language

AP Economics students and Alexis Elliott (III) 
at the luncheon with Ms. Foroohar Courtesy of Mrs. Kutney

By JACKSON ARTIS (V)

Deciding to take Mandarin 
six years ago ranks in my top 
five decisions made at Pingry.
And I’ve had 12 years to make 
decisions at Pingry. So my 
advice to you is to take manda-
rin. Plain and simple. I realize 
that my immediate audience 
has almost certainly already 
picked their language for 
next year and quite possibly 
signed a three-year contract 
to that same language. While I 
realize it is too late to convert 
you rising seniors, juniors and 
sophomores, it isn’t too late 
for your siblings, incoming 
friends and acquaintances. 

I’ve heard just about every 
reason to not take Mandarin: 
“It doesn’t even have any let-
ters,” “There are sooo many 
characters to learn,” and “It’s 
too hard.” While those con-
cerns are not entirely off base, 
I would argue that most people 
fear Mandarin simply because 
it seems foreign to us. Yes, 
there is no formal alphabet. 
Yes, there are quite a few 
characters one would have 
to learn. But no, it isn’t too 
hard. It may not be the easiest 
language on Planet Earth, and 
it can’t be learned by osmosis, 
but it isn’t the second DaVinci 
Code. It also doesn’t require 
learning verb conjugations 
and tenses, something that 
I know can be the downfall 
of many Spanish and French 
students. 

The tricky thing about 
studying Mandarin is learn-
ing the correct tonal pronun-
ciation of certain words. Once 
in class I said “history” in 
Mandarin, and TanTan Wang 
started laughing because I had 
apparently said “bird poop.” 
Yet, these bloopers happen 
when learning all languages. 
Besides Mandarin, I have 
studied French, Spanish and 
Latin and have sounded as 
ridiculous in Spanish and 
French as I have sounded in 
Mandarin. Making mistakes 
is part of learning and the 
fear of mistakes should not be 
what keeps you from learning 
something new.

Studying Mandarin has not 
only allowed me to glimpse a 

whole new culture and way 
of life but has also given me 
six years of great memories 

and great teachers. I’ve come 
to truly love and appreciate 
the methodic and systematic 
nature of the language. Every 
day presented a new chal-
lenge and a new opportunity 
for deep satisfaction when the 
challenge was surmounted. 
And to top it off, I just love 
the way the language sounds. 

As I know my opinion on 
the class is slightly biased, I 
interviewed two underclass-
men about their experiences 
taking Mandarin to find out 
what they thought. 

Matt Stanton (III), who 
came to Pingry as a freshman, 
began taking Mandarin in 
fifth grade. When asked why 
he decided to take Mandarin, 
Matt said he wanted a chal-
lenge and also recognized 
that Mandarin offered a new 
experience. As the conversa-
tion continued, Matt told me 
that even though he has loved 
the language, Mandarin does 
require hard work and ef-
fort—it’s for students who 
enjoy that kind of work.

I also interviewed Ka-
tie Ho, a rising junior who 

started taking Mandarin in 
sixth grade.  The main differ-

ence between Katie and Matt 
is that Katie speaks Mandarin 
at home and has many family 
members who speak expressly 
in Mandarin. When I asked 
her why she decided to study 
Mandarin, Katie told me that 
she hoped to attain a bet-
ter mastery of the language 
and understand more of the 
culture. Katie said that she 
has achieved those goals. I 
then asked Katie if she would 
recommend Mandarin to other 
students and she told me that 
she absolutely would. She said 
that she thinks “people don’t 
take it cause they think it’s 
scary and hard,” and in spite 
of that misconception, taking 
Mandarin is great. Even Katie, 
a native speaker, finds study-
ing the language challenging, 
especially in terms of learning 
how to write so many new 
characters.

For all of these reasons I 
urge you not to take Mandarin 
off the table. I know that I 
never expected to fall in love 
with the language the way that 
I did, and you won’t know if 
you will unless you try it. 

Attendees thoroughly enjoyed the Chinese Appreciation 
Day celebration. Courtesy of J. Artis (V)

Maintenance Keeps Pingry Running with Aplomb
By COBY WEISS (IV)

Members of the Basking Ridge Facilities Staff Include: Mr. Davey, 
Mr. Moore, Mr. Baker, Mr. Sandorse, and Mr. Tamn

A. Karuppur (VI)

The Facilities Department 
does far more than just “main-
tenance”—it’s the clockwork of 
Pingry. The department provides 
the school with essential services 
that we unfortunately tend to over-
look or take for granted.

As Director of Facilities Mr. 
Mike Virzi put it, “We are a 
facilities department, not just 
maintenance. We do the day-to-
day operations, like managing the 
property, from the athletic center 
to the classrooms.” He added, 
“We also handle all security, man-
age the school cleaning, and buy 
energy contracts, among many 
other things.”The department 
consists of 22 members, with 17 
members working primarily on 
the Basking Ridge campus and 
five members working primarily 
on the Short Hills campus.

Mr. Virzi described the group 
as “guys who are dedicated to 
grounds-keeping, including turf 
management, fertilizing, seeding, 
etc.—it is all in-house. Inside, I 
have guys dedicated to the me-
chanical systems. And I have guys 
who are general tradesmen, car-
penters, locksmiths, and painters.”

The Basking Ridge staff is as 
follows: Tylor Baker, John Chilm-
onik, John Davey, Gary Deemer, 
Anthony Gagliardi, Michael 
Janes, Eric Moore, Joseph Parent, 
David Sandorse, Brian Smith, 

Gerard Soriano, Jeffrey Tamn, 
Timothy Thompson, James Toner, 
Michael Virzi, Michael Waelz, 
and Marcus Wilson. 

The Short Hills staff is as 
follows: Mick Amey, Joaquin 
Garcia, Jennifer Herrmann, Jean 
Eddy Milfort, and Robert Wulff.

The department also values 

green energy. While everyone has 
seen the solar panels that line the 
school, Mr. Virzi explained said 
that they are “just one piece of our 
energy strategy.” He explained 
that in recent years, Pingry’s 

utility costs have been steadily 
decreasing due to a conversion 
from gas appliances to electric 
and usage power drives instead 
of pumps, among other changes. 

The department’s current 
projects are mainly focused on 
modernization, such as making a 
new biology suite. Additionally, 

the department is undertaking a 
25,000 square foot renovation 
to the Short Hills campus this 
summer. 

When asked about the com-
munity’s response to the depart-

ment’s work, Mr. Virzi responded, 
“Pingry’s main mission is edu-
cation, and we just do the little 
things—our role is to not be seen, 
and if we are doing our jobs cor-
rectly, we won’t be.” He added, 
though, that, “I think the students 
and faculty still recognize the 
hard work.”

Congratulations, 
Honor Board Members! 

Seniors
Maddie Temares (Chairperson)

Ursula Dedekind
Nia Gooding
Bobby Rigby

Juniors
Sean Wang (Secretary)

Sandeep Biswas
Jack Laurent

Lindsey Lubowitz
Sophomores

Maddie Parrish
Ally Pyne

Vineil Reddy
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Exhibit Celebrates  
Student Research

Robotics Has Another Successful Season

Students Give Back at Integenerational Prom

By SYDNEY STEIN (V)

On Saturday, April 25, the 
Science department hosted 
its third annual Research 
Exhibit, where students in-
volved in the extracurricular 
sciences showcased their 
work. Over 400 students, 
teachers, parents, alumni, 
and science visitors enjoyed 
the different groups’ sta-
tions that featured hands-on 
activities. Guests were en-
couraged to listen contro-
versial talks hosted by Claire 

Courtesy of Pingry Communications

causing bacteria to maze-
running fungus. The Robot-
ics Team was also featured 
in the exhibit, showcasing 
their newest robots with their 
interesting capabilities.

When asked about the 
exhibit, Amanda Celli (IV) 
said, “The exhibit was a 
great opportunity to show-
case what we have done so 
far this year.” Celli is in-
volved in Journal Club and 
said that the exhibit gave her 
the opportunity to “show the 
behind-the-scenes work that 

Putman (VI) and Science 
Department Head Mr. David 
Maxwell. 

Hands-on science proj-
ects included extracting 
DNA from strawberries in 
the Project 80 room, plac-
ing a stent using new tech-
nological techniques with 
Sharanya Pulapura (VI) and 
her iRT team, performing 
mock brain surgery to mimic 
the procedure Julia Friend 
(VI) and her iRT team do 
with zebra fish, and mak-
ing models of molecules 
with SMART Team. These 
activities provided visitors 
with an interactive way to 
learn about the most current 
science that Pingry students 
are involved in.

AP Biology students gave 
short presentations on their 
individual, in-class research. 
Projects ranged from cancer-

isn’t clearly seen during our 
Thursday morning presenta-
tions.” 

Mr. Maxwell spiced up 
the exhibit in his talk ad-
dressing where the true evil 
lies in genetically modified 
organisms. Through sharing 
the story of the diminishing 
chestnut tree, Mr. Maxwell 
showed the positive out-
comes that genetic modifica-
tion can create. Putman, the 
graduating head of Journal 
Club, gave a presentation 
on the biological differences 
between the brains of men 
and women and sparked a 
discussion on how much 
these factors should be con-
sidered in the movement for 
equality. This year’s exhibit 
was well received by attend-
ees, building on Pingry’s 
growing achievements in 
research. 

By KATIE HO (IV)

On Tuesday, April 2, both 
students and senior citizens 
gathered in the cafeteria for 
a fun-filled night of dancing, 
eating and socializing. Com-
munity Service Coordinator 
Mrs. Shelley Hartz hosted 
the prom for the twentieth 
year that she has been at 
Pingry. She said, “To me, 
the Intergenerational Prom 
is one of the best things 
Pingry does. Many of our 
senior guests tell me that the 
prom is one of their favorite 
activities.” In addition, the 
students had an equally en-
joyable time volunteering at 
the prom. 

As soon as the guests 
piled in and were seated in 
the cafeteria, the Balladeers 
and Buttondowns started 
performing their repertoire 
of songs, which was exciting 
for both the students and the 
guests to listen to together. 
Many guests even started 
singing along, and each song 
was followed with loud, en-
thusiastic applause.  

The Jazz Band began to 
play shortly after, and the 
sound of saxophones, trum-
pets, trombones, guitars and 
drums filled the room. As 
the band continued to play, 
dinner was served, and se-
niors and students lined up 
together to fill up their plates 
with delicious baked ziti, 

potatoes, salad and chicken. 
During dinner, some students 
circled back and forth from 
table to table, pouring sweet 
iced tea into each guest’s 
cup, while other students 
mingled with the guests, 
striking up conversation and 
eating together. 

Though dinner was de-
lightful, the most special mo-
ment of the night for many 
was the dancing afterwards. 
After all the guests finished 
their meals, both students 
and guests headed to the 
dance floor. Kayla Thau (IV) 

enjoyed listening to the Jazz 
Band while dancing. She 
said, “It was so much fun to 
dance with the seniors in a 
happy environment.” 

Many seniors had a huge 
grin on their faces as they 
danced and twirled around. 
Will Digrande (IV) said, “My 
favorite part of the prom was 
seeing all the seniors enjoy-
ing themselves. And dancing 
with my grandma!” 

Mrs.  Hartz also had a 
wonderful time socializing 
and dancing with the guests. 
Her favorite part of the night 

was the dancing. She said 
happily that the seniors love 
seeing the students and “in-
teracting with them both 
during dinner and on the 
dance floor.” 

To end the night, once 
dessert was served, the prom 
had the crowning of the king 
and queen, which was full 
of laughter and smiles. Mrs. 
Hartz said, “The prom is a 
wonderful way to give back 
to the larger community, and 
there is no doubt that both 
the students and our guests 
had a great time.” 

B. Grimaldi (V) sings during the Integenerational Prom.

Led by senior Matt Rice, 
the robotics team had a busy 
season of building, pro-
gramming, and competing. 
They participated in a total 
of four events this year, in 
both the smaller series of 
FTC robots as well as the 
bigger FRC robots. 

“We definitely finished 
strong in a tough field of 
competitors from around 
the country. I’m proud that 
our robot carried out exactly 
what it was supposed to 
smoothly without malfunc-
tions,” team member Ami 
Gianchandani (III) said. 

Though they did not place 
at the top, Rice said, “I’m 
really proud of and happy 
with the team. We’re just a 
group of four freshmen and 
a handful of upperclassmen, 
but together, we created a 
functioning robot.” 

For those unfamiliar with 
robotics, each competition 

By RACHEL CHEN (III) consists of a three-day week-
end packed full of matches. 
Rice explained, “You set up 
on Friday to test your robot 
and practice. Saturday and 
Sunday there are sixty or 
more qualifying matches, 
then you go into elimination 

Gianchandani added, “You 
have a very limited amount 
of time to fix your robot 
and experiment between 
matches, so you have to stay 
extremely sharp and hyper 
aware of what your robot is 
capable of.”

The 2014-2015 Robotics team competed in 
multiple tournaments. Courtesy of Mr. Jenkins

rounds. If you win, you can 
move on to bigger events at 
schools across the country.” 

New to the team this 
year, Gianchandani shared 
her experience and her first 

impressions of the event. 
“When you walk in, there 
are already 40 teams with 
their own set up and stations. 
Everyone is so invested and 
enthusiastic and competi-
tive,” she recalled. “I re-
member one team brought 
a 3D printer and printed 
keychains for everyone. It’s 
this sense of passion that 
makes everything so intense 
and enjoyable.” 

Despite the fun of com-
petition, Rice enjoyed the 
building season even more. 
“Even though its technically 
preseason, I find all the fun 
and excitement in getting 
to work with my team on a 
robot of our own design,” 
he said. “It’s definitely a 
team sport. There are desig-
nated captains for electrical, 
programming, and even for 
safety. It’s all  a collab-
orative effort.” He added, 
“Competing is fun because 
it is the culmination of all 
our efforts, but building our 
own robot is why we come.”

Courtesy of Pingry Communications

Faculty and Students Pledge to Limit Instances of Distracted Driving
By MACKINLEY TAYLOR (IV) 

and MARIA WERNER (V)
In honor of Distracted Driving 

Awareness Month during April, 
Pingry took a 30-Day pledge 
and signed a banner promising 
to put down electronic devices 
while driving. 

“At any given daylight mo-
ment across America, approxi-
mately 660,000 drivers are using 
cell phones or manipulating 
electronic devices while driving, 
a number that has held steady 
since 2010,” according to the 
National Occupant Protection 
Use Surveys. Distracted driving 
is any activity that could divert 
a person’s attention away from 
the primary task of driving. All 
distractions endanger driver, 
passenger, and bystander safety. 

Because text messaging requires 
visual, manual, and cognitive 
attention from the driver, it is by 
far the most alarming distraction, 
as stated on the Official US Gov-
ernment Website for Distracted 
Driving. 

The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and National 
Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration reports that motor vehicle 
accidents are one of the top ten 
causes of death for Americans 
of all ages and the leading cause 
of death for children and young 
adults. In an attempt to lower 
these statistics, the Somerset 
County Comprehensive Traffic 
Safety Program believes that the 
best way to end distracted driving 
is to educate all Americans about 
the danger it causes. 

To support this cause, Pingry Courtesy of Google Images

encouraged students and faculty 
to sign a 30-Day pledge promis-
ing to go 30 days without using a 
cell phone or any other electronic 
device while driving. Members of 
the community were also encour-
aged to sign the pledge banner to 
raise awareness of the fact that 
change will only occur with the 
effort from everyone. 

Sergeant Christopher J. Ro-
kicki, a retired Sergeant from 
Somerset County who promotes 
this Challenge, explained that 
the 30 Day Challenge was cre-
ated by students at the Somerset 
Academy in Bridgewater as an 
entry into the Brain Injury Al-
liance of NJ “You Got Brains 
Competition.” 

“The students understood the 
gravity of Distracted Driving 
and wanted to start making a 

change because of the horrifying 
statistics that illustrate the con-
sequences of distracted driving,” 
he noted. 

According to the Virginia 
Tech Transportation Institute, 
“Engaging in visual-manual 
subtasks (such as reaching for a 
phone, dialing and texting) asso-
ciated with the use of hand-held 
phones and other portable devices 
increased the risk of getting into 
a crash by three times.” In 2013, 
3,154 people were killed in mo-
tor vehicle crashes that involved 
distracted drivers. 

Director of the Upper School 
Dr. Denise Brown-Allen hoped 
that students had conversations 
with their parents and families in 
order to raise even more aware-
ness about the dangers of distract-
ing driving.

K. Sharma (IV) explains the SMART Team project to parents.
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Chen’s Experience in The Philippines Reminds 
Others to Help the Less Fortunate

Never in my life has a 
person begged on his knees 
before me; let alone for some-
thing so trivial as a pair of 
flip-flops.

I found myself in this situ-
ation over winter break when 
I had the chance to volunteer 
on a medical mission trip to 
the Philippines. On that day, 
our team was distributing 
flimsy, styrofoam flip-flops 
to children at a slum village. 
I was torn. The boy couldn’t 
speak English, but he con-
veyed his desperation through 
urgent tugging and gesturing. 
“Please,  Tita.” My hands 

By RACHEL CHEN (III)
moved to a pair of sandals 
from the cheap, Dollar Tree 
20-pack in my arms.

And yet, I couldn’t. Even 
as he pleaded so helplessly, I 
could feel the hungry stares of 
a hundred other children hot 
on my face. Everybody was 
waiting to see if I would hand 
out seconds. 

Our team spent ten days 
in this way, visiting schools 
across Iloilo to distribute 
secondhand clothing, picture 
books, and donated toys. We 
passed through streets teem-
ing with bony children chas-
ing flea-ridden, stray dogs. 
They even played in the dirt 
heaps near sewers, and they 
smiled with the crooked, 

“Whiplash” Excites 
Audiences

R. Chen (III) with students she met in the 
Philippines. R. Chen (III)

By ZAYNA NASSOURA (V)
Damien Chanzelle’s critically 

acclaimed movie, “Whiplash,” 
was a big hit last fall. The movie 
was shown at the Sundance, To-
ronto, Cannes, and New York Film 
festivals. It won three Oscars, one 
of which was Best Performance by 
an Actor in a Supporting Role, and 
it also won one Golden Globe. It 
has also been nominated for close 
to 85 awards. 

I, however, am unsure as to 
whether the film deserves to be 
nominated for so many awards.

“Whiplash” is about a college 
freshman jazz drummer named 
Andrew Neiman, played by Miles 
Teller, who is enrolled at the 
esteemed Shaffer Conservatory 
in New York. The movie follows 
his relationship with conductor 
Terence Fletcher, played by J.K. 
Simmons.  Andrew must compete 
against fellow drummers Ryan and 
Carl to keep his place in the band.

From the start of the film, An-
drew is determined to be remem-
bered as one of the best drummers 
in history. Miles Teller gives a 
very convincing performance of 
a teenager who strives to achieve 
greatness even though his mentor 
puts him down.

However, the actor that de-
serves the most credit is J.K. Sim-
mons. Terence is one of the most 

more Ellen Li (IV) were shown 
to seniors so that they could see 
the “runway timing and flow in 
action.” There were also Pingry 
parents who volunteered to be 
“Guardians of the Runway” and 
helped guide the seniors during 
the actual show. 

Not only did the models 
have to extensively prepare 
to walk the runway, they had 
to model a variety of designer 
clothing. The girls modeled the 
latest in designer fashions with 
brands ranging from Rent the 
Runway, Bloomingdales, and 
Carmen Marc Valvo. The boys 
perfectly matched this high 
fashion in tuxedos from Tes-
suto Menswear, Prima Men’s 
Fashions, and menswear from 
Bloomingdales.

Organizing all of this was 
no easy task and Mrs. Boylan 
said that the most challenging 
part was “simply organizing, 
dressing, and mobilizing so 
many kids. We had 117 seniors 
participate in this year’s fash-
ion show.” Yet, all of this hard 
work provided a fun experience 
for both the seniors and their 
parents.

Sydney Lieberman (VI) re-
ally enjoyed the experience, 
saying, “Although walking on 
the runway was really nerve-
wracking, participating in the 
show with all my friends was 
an amazing experience. As we 

By ALEXIS ELLIOT (III)

On Saturday April 18, Pin-
gry’s PSPA hosted its annual 
Spring Soirée. The word soirée, 
meaning an eventful and lively 
gathering, perfectly described 
the event. During this lavish 
occasion, a silent auction was 
held, Pingry parents mixed and 
mingled, and the highly antici-
pated senior fashion show took 
place. In the fashion show, the 
Class of 2015 had the opportu-
nity to showcase fancy clothing 
and walk the runway to their 
favorite songs. 

The evening was an amazing 
experience, and there was a lot 
of preparation that took place 
in order for the modeling to run 
smoothly. Mrs. Lisa Boylan, 
one of the committee chairs, 
said that the Fashion Show 
Committee began planning for 
this event in September and 
started having meetings with 
the seniors in January. After the 
seniors were chosen to walk the 
runway, model cards were made 
in order for the vendors to see 
what outfits would look best on 
each senior. 

In order to prepare the models 
to walk the runway, The Fashion 
Show Committee posted the 
layout of the runway to show 
the precise timing guidelines. 
Additionally, videos from last 
year’s show filmed by sopho-

dynamic characters in the film: he 
can be extremely polite one minute 
and screaming at the top of his 
lungs the next.

Terence should be a role model 
for his students, but instead, they 
are all terrified of him. No one has 
the guts to look him in the eye, and 
he is very intimidating. In almost 
every scene, he shouts explicit 
curse words. Not only does he not 
have a filter, he also does not hold 
himself to any sort of moral code. 
He is condescending and uses of-
fensive language that should never 
be acceptable.

On the other hand, Andrew 
can be considered an admirable 
character for his perseverance in 
the jazz band despite the fact that 
his conductor treats him poorly. 
Sometimes, though, Andrew’s 
perseverance comes across as 
foolish. He gives up his life and 
his girlfriend to play for someone 
who hates him and treats him ter-
ribly. He risks his life for Terence, 
and it is difficult to understand why 
he does not put himself first. Even 
though his career is important, his 
health and mental state should be 
more important.

Overall, the jazz music through-
out the movie is enjoyable, and 
J.K. Simmons gave the perfor-
mance of a lifetime, but all the 
cursing and remaining questions 
leave me unsettled about the film.

Seniors Strut Their Stuff on the Runway

Courtesy of Pingry Communications
R. Morash (VI) and Y. Almonte (VI) 
walk down the runway.

end our time at Pingry, this is a 
great way to come together and 
really have fun while being able 
to get our hair and makeup done 
and get dressed up.” 

“The fashion show was a 
great time,” Alex Wolfson (VI) 
agreed. It was fun to get ‘dressed’ 
by the experts at Bloomingdales 
and then walk the runway with 
my classmates.” 

Courtesy of Google Images

Thanks to all of the parents, 
students, and staff that made this 
event possible, the Spring Soi-
ree fashion show was deemed a 
success. When asked what the 
most exciting part of the fashion 
show was, Mrs. Boylan said, 
“The confidence and personality 
of every senior lit up the runway 
for an unforgettable night for the 
Pingry community.” 
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yellowed teeth of children 
who have never laid eyes 
on a toothbrush before. The 
lifestyle of these children can 
only be described as survival; 
they lived on the bare mini-
mum, but they did not seem to 
care. They were the happiest 
kids I had ever known! Even 
without the basic necessity 
of one solid meal a day, they 
were ecstatic to hold my hand. 
The excitement they showed 
to simply be noticed was a far 
cry from the deliberate apathy 
of my friends at home. 

This experience was like 
a steel needle to my privi-
leged, rose-scented bubble. 
Each used stuffed animal I 
distributed, smile I bestowed, 
and selfie I took culminated 
in the epiphany that there 
is a monumental difference 
between true gratefulness 
and mere acknowledgement 
of our luck. 

We all know that we are 
lucky. Count it as a lesson 
learned from constant pa-
rental nagging or envy from 
our non-Pingry friends. It’s a 
mantra, a reminder shoved in 
our faces at every turn - and 
yet how many of us are truly 
grateful? 

Here at Pingry, it is too 
easy to get lost in our fish-
bowl world and forget about 
the bigger picture. We com-
plain about the lack of air 
conditioning, the dusty chalk 
boards, about SAGE’s din-
ing services, and even about 
climbing two flights of stairs 
to reach the library. Mean-
while, schools in the Philip-
pines share a single rotating 
fan between two classrooms, 
and their libraries are com-
posed of the boxes of books 
we donated. Our team found-
ed a program to help moth-
ers who could not afford to 

meet their children’s nutrition 
needs; in all my years at Pin-

gry, I can’t recall a single time 
that I’ve sat down for lunch 
and found no one complaining 
about their food.

At one point, we visited 
a small boarding school in a 
rural area. I wondered aloud 
why there were only young 
girls, aged six to 17, in at-
tendance. Hadn’t all the oth-
ers been co-ed and crowded? 
When I learned how their 
fathers had repeatedly raped 
the students, there were tears 
rolling down my face be-
fore I met them. They were 
the sweetest, happiest, most 
beautiful girls I had ever met, 
especially  Marylen Joy. She 
was a hilarious first grader, 
only “six-turning-seven-in-
May.” We spent barely four 
hours together. In that time, 
I became so attached to our 
selfies and meaningless, silly 
conversations that I couldn’t 
stand to say goodbye. Before 
leaving, she pulled me down 
to her height and threw herself 
into my arms. “I love you, Tita 
Rachel. Thank you.” My heart 
melted. I felt not only a stab 
of compassion, but also the 
overwhelming rush of feel-
ing needed. I touched a life! I 
meant something to someone. 

Perhaps the greatest thing 
I discovered on this trip was 
not the inhumane conditions 
of people living outside of 
my sphere. Maybe the most 
important lesson I learned 
is that no matter how young 
or unskilled you are, you 
are capable of making a dif-
ference. Doing community 
service helped me realize that 
I matter. Whether it takes a 
precious girl refusing to let go 
of your hand, a boy begging 
on his knees for flip flops, or 
just a trip to the food bank on 
Rufus Gunther Day, I hope 
you realize that you have the 
potential to change someone’s 
world.

“Bloodline” Contains 
Invigorating Plot

By ALLY PYNE (III)

“Bloodline,” the Netflix origi-
nal television series, grips viewers 
with its dark plot twists and deeply 
conflicted characters.

Best known for his role as 
Coach Taylor in “Friday Night 
Lights,” Kyle Chandler stars as 
John Rayburn in “Bloodline.” 
Academy Award and Golden 
Globe-winning actress Sissy 
Spacek portrays the jaded, yet 
loving matriarch of the family, 
Sally Rayburn. Linda Cardellini, 
Ben Mendelsohn, Norbert Leo 
Butz and Sam Shepard round out 
the cast as the other members of 
the Rayburn family.

John Rayburn and his fam-
ily lead a seemingly serene life, 
nestled in the beauty of the Florida 
Keys. Between helping his parents 
at the Rayburn Inn, working as a 
sheriff, and raising a family of his 
own, John and his siblings manage 
their lives fairly well. However, he 
and the entire Rayburn family are 
pushed to their limits when their 
deadbeat brother, Danny Rayburn 
(Ben Mendelsohn), returns home. 

Once home, Danny rekindles 
relationships with local washouts 
and takes full advantage of the 
laid back Keys lifestyle. Over the 
course of the first season, he tries 
time and again to win back his 
family’s approval and affection. 

However, due to a combination 
of his continued negligence, his 
propensity to engage in criminal 
behavior, and split views of his 
work amongst the family, Danny’s 
wish seems nearly impossible.

Throughout the show, there are 
sinister flashbacks to moments of 
the family’s past that hint at abuse, 
murder, lies, and a trail of fam-
ily secrets. The flashbacks bring 
the Rayburn’s history together 
at a pace that is fast enough to 
keep viewers interested, yet slow 
enough to keep them wanting 
more.

The thrilling plotline of “Blood-
line” is sure to keep viewers on the 
edge of their seats. Once viewers 
press play on that first episode, they 
will be shocked and blown away 
by a barrage of action, character 
dynamics, and perturbed fam-
ily history that come within each 
episode.

Glenn Kessler, Todd A. Kessler, 
and Daniel Zelman created the 
show and Sony Pictures Television 
produces it. The cast and crew of 
“Bloodline” filmed the majority 
of episodes in Islamorada, Florida, 
which is where the show is set. 
Netflix released the full thirteen 
episodes of the first season on 
March 20 of this year. A second 
season of “Bloodline” has been 
officially announced to premiere 
on Netflix in 2016.



21
THE PINGRY RECORD PUZZLES JUNE 7, 2015

June Sudoku PuzzleJune Crossword Puzzle

All of the words in the puzzle are Pingry themed. 
There are no spaces in any of the answers.

Congratulations to Tom Foreman (VI) 

for solving the Sudoku Puzzle! Come 

to the Record Office for your prize!

The Green Group has 
recently constructed a hik-
ing trail and campsite on 
the Basking Ridge campus. 
The hiking trail connects 
Bugliari Field with the pond 
near the Beinecke House. 
Students in Environmental 
Art classes, with the help 
of the visiting Chinese ex-
change students, made the 
ceramic markers that guide 
hikers along the trail. At 
the end of the trail lies the 
newly built campsite.  

Matt Rice (VI) and Emma 
Palmer (VI) led the success-
ful campsite project. Rice 
was the head of the con-
struction of the campsite. 

Green Group Raises Awareness for Environmental Concerns
He and Palmer organized 
building sessions for mem-
bers of the Outing Club and 
Green Group to transform 
the campsite from an idea 
into a reality. The boys’ 
lacrosse team and a crew 
of sixth graders also con-
tributed to the project by 
hauling lumber through the 
woods to the site. 

Head of Green Group Mr. 
Delman said, “The campsite 
was designed and built pri-
marily by students. It was 
a student-led project, and 
that’s what we really want, 
for students to lead.” 

There are five tent plat-
forms at the end of the hik-
ing trail, which provide a 
level base for pitching tents 

By EMERY SORVINO (VI)

Courtesy of Mr. Delman

Courtesy of Mrs. Sullivan

Courtesy of Mr. Delman

on the rocky slope. With 
the hope of fostering more 
exploration and apprecia-
tion of Pingry’s vast natural 
spaces, the campsite will 
provide students with an 
impressive forest view. 

The Green Group also 
created a paid internship 
program in the Pingry Gar-
den for this summer. 

Students will be hired to 
tend the garden over break 
and have an opportunity to 
learn more about sustain-
able,  organic gardening 
from Garden Consultant Ms. 
Wanda Kapnik. 

Looking forward, Green 
Group plans to host more 
awareness campaigns to 
promote the issues that are 
in the Green Group’s agenda 
for the next school year. 
Potential initiatives include 
anti-idling, recycling, and 
paper reuse campaigns. 

There have already been 
attempts to advocate for 
these issues, such as the 

Water Bottle Challenge in 
the month of May. Students 
took a pledge to refrain 

from using plastic water 
bottles for 30 days, which 
forced them to adjust their 
lifestyles and encouraged 
them to make this more sus-
tainable lifestyle permanent. 

Mr. Delman said, “Green 
Group leaders hope to use 
the campus more for nature 
walks and look to work with 
teachers of courses, such 
as Environmental History, 
Science, and Global Pro-
grams, to see how we can 
utilize the campus more for 
educational, environmental 
lessons, and the campsite is 
useful for that.” 

In reflecting on the Green 
Group’s progress, Mr. Del-
man commented, “This year 
we are focusing on building 
things, and next year we 
want to work on building 
the organization.”

THE PINGRY RECORD ARTS JUNE 7, 2015



Faculty: What Will You Miss Most About the Class of 2015?

Mrs. Markenson
“Their sense of humor and 
Kamau’s banana costume.”

Students: What Will You Miss Most About the Class of 2015?

THE PINGRY RECORD WORD IN THE HALL JUNE 7, 2015

Word in the hall
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Ms. Hao
“All of the K-POP seniors 

who are graduating!”

Mr. Dow
“They have good energy, are 
approachable, and are really 

talented!”

Mr. TraMonTana
“Arguing with Abhiram”

Dr. eDwarDs
“The characters, because I taught so 

many of them.”

Mr. BurkHarT
“Being able to have Leah 

Ajmani teach my classes for 
me.”

Seniors: Why Is the Class of 2015 the Best?

Jackie cHang anD JereMy 
LisTer (iii)

“The super nice people 
who are in it!”

HoLLy BuTrico (V)
“My Civilizations class. I 
was the only junior. And it 
was my favorite class!”

BranDon Li (iV)
“My Quiz Bowl Team 
captains, so I’ll miss 

winning!”

VineiL reDDy (iii)
“Garret McGregor”

BoBBy rigBy (V)
“The fun atmosphere that they created.”

eLLen Li (iV)
“You guys were inspiring!”

aLLie ruggiero

“The way we’ve come 
together as a class.”

naTe BaLLinTyn
“This is a very loaded 

question...42.”

TayLor DiLLon
“It’s not the best, but it’s 

OGE!”

sHaranya PuLaPura anD 
Liz kraeuTLer

“Her!”

kaMau HoLsTon
“Because LMBO Tuesday.”

sTePHanie McMorran
“It’s just a fact.”
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Starting this fall, Sebastian 
Lutz (VI) will swim for Harvard 
University under the guidance 
of Coach Tim Murphy. A var-
sity swimmer since his freshman 
year, Lutz said that he “had an 
incredible experience swimming 
for Pingry,” but is “excited for 
what the future holds” at the Divi-
sion I school in Cambridge, MA.

Lutz began swimming at 
age 12, influenced by his father, 
who swam in college. Although 
Lutz initially enjoyed the sport 
because of its individual nature, 
he noted, “It was only when my 
teammates and I started pushing 
each other in practice, and when 
I started to collaborate with my 
coaches, that I really began to 
love the sport.”

Lutz has had a successful 
swimming career in high school.  
He is an eight-time All-American 
swimmer, eight-time New Jersey 
High School Champion, and 
two-time NJISAA Prep Champi-
onship MVP, under Head Coach 
Steve Droste.  

Looking back on the past four 
seasons, Lutz mentioned that he 
doesn’t think he “could have 
chosen a better place to swim 
in high school,” as he has been 
“under the tutelage of a coach 
of, not only unparalleled skill, 
but also incredible passion for 
swimming.”  

Sebastian Lutz Will Pursue 
Olympic Dream at Harvard

By JACQUIE JAKIMOWICZ (V)

Courtesy of S. Lutz (VI)
Lutz’s most memorable ex-

perience on the swim team was 
being part of the 4x100 free-
style relay that won the Meet of 
Champions his freshman year, as 
he considers that race his “first 
foray into a higher echelon of 
swimming.”  

Lutz holds state records in the 
50- and 100-yard freestyle, as 
well as the national independent 
school record in the 50-yard 
freestyle, in short course meters. 
In addition, he is a three-time 
YMCA National Champion and a 
2014 USA Swimming Scholastic 
All-American. Lutz’s talent isn’t 
limited to athletics, as he was also 
named a Commended Student in 
the 2015 National Merit Scholar-
ship Program. 

Looking forward to his next 
four years at Harvard, Lutz said, 

“Swimming in college and being 
able to represent the school at 
such a high level of competition 
is an honor and a privilege.” He 
added that he is “lucky to be with 
such a great group of dedicated 
swimmers.”  

His advice for other aspir-
ing college recruits is to “work 
toward your goal step-by-step 
in a methodical fashion,” so that 
the “goal can be more easily 
achieved.” He further advises 
student-athletes that, “Half of 
the battle of going to practice is 
just showing up. The other half is 
maintaining focus while there.”

Thinking about his goals for 
the coming years, Lutz hopes to 
finish at the Olympic Trials this 
summer in Omaha, Nebraska, 
along with his former teammate, 
Nic Fink ’11.  

Jenny Wilkens Will 
Play for UC Berkeley

By MEGAN PAN (III)
Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse Team 

Captain Jenny Wilkens (VI) will 
be playing for the women’s la-
crosse team at the University of 
California, Berkeley next year. A 
team goalkeeper for the past four 
seasons, Wilkens looks forward to 
continuing her athletic career at the 
Division I school.

Wilkens started playing la-
crosse in the third grade as a mem-
ber of her town’s recreational team. 
Eventually, she joined Pingry’s 
middle school lacrosse team, as 
well as a competitive travel team. 

In 2013, Wilkens was named to 
the Skyland Conference/Delaware 
Division 2nd Team, and she was 
later accepted to the 1st Team in 
2014. She was also invited to the 
Nike Elite 120, an invitation-only 
showcase of top female lacrosse 
players from the East Coast. 

Athletic Department Head 
and Lacrosse Coach Mrs. Carter 
Abbott spoke highly of Wilkens, 
saying that she is not only “a very 
talented goalkeeper” but also “a 
leader for the team.” As a goalie, 
Wilkens made a total of 471 saves 
out of 910 shots, giving her an 
impressive accumulative save 
percentage of 51.8%.

“As a player, Jenny comes up 
with the big saves when we need 
them. When she is dialed in, she is 

unbeatable,” Coach Abbott added. 
“She’s a great teammate. She al-
ways brings a positive attitude to 
practice. I’m really excited to see 
how she does in the future.”

In addition to her athletic con-
tribution to Pingry, Wilkens is 
involved with Yearbook, as well 
as many other clubs, including the 
John Taylor Babbitt ’07 Founda-
tion Club and the Pingry Outing 
Club.

Wilkens said that she is excited 
to attend the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley in the fall. Although 
she described the west coast school 
as slightly “out of her comfort 
zone,” Wilkens believes the school 
possesses a positive energy. She 
said, “It’s so different from who 
I am, but it’s a whole new experi-
ence for me.”

Wilkens’s teammates are con-
fident in her ability to succeed 
in college. Wilkens’s co-captain, 
Annelise Kinney (VI), said that 
Wilkens is “set up to do really well 
at Berkeley.” 

Reflecting on her time spent 
playing with Wilkens, Kinney 
said, “As an athlete, I know Jenny 
always pushes herself. She really 
holds high standards for herself 
and her teammates. I know she has 
unlimited potential. Berkeley’s an 
awesome school, and she’s going 
to do an amazing job there.”

Courtesy of Pingry Communications

Justin Friedman (VI) is head-
ing off to play baseball at George 
Washington University in Wash-
ington, D.C. this coming fall. As 
a valued pitcher for the Varsity 
baseball team for the past four 
seasons and a captain for his 
final season, Friedman’s pres-
ence on the team will be greatly 
missed when he plays in college 
next year. 

Baseball has been an integral 
part of Friedman’s life since he 
was drawn to the sport at only 
two years old. By the age of four, 
he started working with his first 
pitching coach, a man who has in-
fluenced both Friedman’s baseball 
career and his life. 

Looking back on this past 
spring, Friedman regards his 
senior baseball season as particu-
larly special. He reflects fondly 
on the games where Big Blue 
was able to pull through as the 
underdog. 

Although Pingry baseball is 
not a large team, Friedman said, 
“There is a lot of pride in being a 
small program at a small school. 
We relish being the underdog 
and the program has taught me a 
lot about going into every game 
with my back against the wall and 
something to prove.” 

As Friedman has grown in age 
and as a player, his goals have 
remained the same. He wants 
to continue to improve, and is 

By JENN KORN (IV)

Justin Friedman Joins George 
Washington University for Baseball

Courtesy of J. Friedman (VI)
excited about the opportunity to 
do so at George Washington Uni-
versity, where he will bring both 
his love and drive for the game. 
Friedman hopes he will have the 
chance to go the College World 
Series and become the best player 
in Colonial history. Friedman 
also intends to continue playing 
baseball post-college.

When asked for any advice 
he would give to aspiring col-
lege recruits, Friedman strongly 
believes that an athlete should 
never settle. He advises student-
athletes, “When you think you’ve 

done enough, do more. Recruiting 
is a grueling process and it is easy 
to get discouraged. You may have 
all the talent, but just haven’t been 
noticed yet.” Friedman urges 
students to take the initiative to 
both train harder and reach out 
to coaches. 

With a stellar high school 
baseball career nearly behind him, 
Friedman is excited for all there is 
to come. While the Pingry base-
ball program will surely miss this 
year’s senior captain, they look 
forward to seeing him succeed in 
his next step. 

Jonathan Butler Joins 
Harvard Lacrosse Team

This fall, Jonathan Butler (VI) 
will be attending Harvard Col-
lege to play lacrosse under the 
guidance of Coach Christopher 
Wojcik, who graduated from 
Harvard University in 1996.

Butler picked up the sport in 
second grade when some friends 
on his hockey team suggested 
that he play on the town lacrosse 
team. Butler described starting the 
sport as “pretty low-key,” since he 
practiced only a few times each 
week. But as his skills improved 
and he became more passionate 
about the sport, Butler joined 
an intramural lacrosse team and 
played in games on the weekends.

Butler has had a successful 
Pingry lacrosse career, having 
played on the varsity team his 
sophomore, junior and senior 
years. As his final season comes 
to a close, Butler hopes to add 
a few more wins to the team’s 
current 29-23 record before he 

graduates.
Butler has gotten close with 

the team during the team’s annual 
training trip to Florida, a Spring 
Break tradition for the boys’ la-
crosse team. Though he described 
the trips as “tiring,” they make for 
some of Butler’s “best memories 
with the team.” With training trips 
like these, which create strong 
bonds among the players, Butler 
said that his fellow players are 
what he will miss most about his 
high school lacrosse experience.

Though leaving his current 
team is difficult, Butler said that 
he is eager to see what the fu-
ture holds for him as a Harvard 
lacrosse player. Butler said, “I 
look forward to competing at 
the next level and pushing to 
get better against even tougher 
competition.” 

Although Butler is nervous to 
play for a team other than Pingry 
for the first time in years, he is cer-
tainly “excited to take on the new 
challenges that come with it.” 

By JULIA AXTELL (V)

Courtesy of J. Butler (VI)

Tanika Roach Joins 
Seton Hall Soccer

By MILES LEANDRE (IV)
This fall, Tanika Roach, the 

current leading scorer for the 
girls’ varsity soccer team, will be 
continuing her soccer career at 
Seton Hall.

Roach began her soccer career 
early, when parents and coaches 
saw her ability on the soccer field. 
“I got into soccer when I was 
about five or six years old,” Roach 
explained. “I started out playing 
with my town’s recreational league 

Courtesy of T. Roach (VI)

Schools. 
Despite her individual achieve-

ments and impressive statistics, 
Roach’s most memorable moment 
in a Pingry uniform is one that was 
shared with her teammates. “My 
favorite Pingry soccer memory 
is scoring the winning goal in the 
2014 Somerset County Champi-
onship, which the team has not 
won in seven years.” 

As her high school career 
comes to a close, Roach antici-

and then eventually ended up on an 
elite club soccer team.” 

Roach has been a highly re-
garded player in New Jersey since 
she joined the Pingry team her 
sophomore year. At the beginning 
of her senior preseason, Roach 
was named a Notable Forward. 
After a productive overall season, 
in which she netted 17 goals and 
distributed seven assists, Roach 
was again honored as Second 
Team All-State for all Non-Public 

pates a new chapter in her soccer 
career playing for Seton Hall. “I 
look forward to improving myself 
in the game and creating friend-
ships with my new teammates 
at Seton Hall,” she said. Yet, she 
added that she will miss playing 
for Pingry and is appreciative of 
the opportunity she had. “I learned 
the meaning of teamwork and 
what it means to step up in critical 
moments when your team needs 
you,” she said.

Congratulations to all of our recruited athletes! 

We apologize if we were unable to profile you.

Seniors: Why Is the Class of 2015 the Best?
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Annelise Kinney Recruited for  
Lacrosse at Lafayette College

This fall, Annelise Kinney 
(VI) will be heading off to La-
fayette College to continue her 
lacrosse career at the Division 
I school. As captain of the Pin-
gry Girls’ Varsity lacrosse team 
this season and a key player 
of both defense and midfield 
during her four years on the 
team, Kinney is excited to take 
her game to the collegiate level 
next year.

Although she has been play-
ing lacrosse since 7th grade, 
Kinney realized that she want-

thing about lacrosse,” she said, 
“is that it requires a high under-
standing of defensive concepts 
and that really drew me to the 
sport.” 

Reflecting on her time spent 
playing on the Pingry lacrosse 
team, Kinney remarked, “My 
Pingry experience has really 
prepared me for college and 
college athletics.” She added 
that her lacrosse experience at 
Pingry will allow her to take on 
the higher caliber of academic 
and athletic competition at 
Lafayette.

In choosing where to con-

By AMANDA COSENTINO (V)

Courtesy of Pingry Communications

Kinney has received several 
notable accolades throughout 
her successful high school 
lacrosse career. She earned 
Skyland Conference honors 
her last two seasons and rep-
resented New Jersey in the 
Under Armor Underclassmen 
Tournament last summer.  

After a very successful 2015 
season, leading the team to 
the semifinals in both the state 
and county tournaments, Kin-
ney noted that her favorite 
memories were spent having 
fun with her teammates. “My 
favorite moment from Pingry 

Kate Northrop (VI) will 
be joining the ranks of Princ-
eton University’s team. As 
the A strip fencer of foil for 
the past four years, Northrop 
played a crucial role in the 
fencing team, bringing in 
victories against many tough 
opponents and rivals of Pin-
gry. In addition to her role in 
scoring for Pingry, Northrop 
also led the team as captain 
for two years.

As of the current year, 
Northrop has fenced for 
nine years. Up to the point 
when she was nine years 
old, Northrop had tried to 
get herself involved in sports 
such as lacrosse and soc-
cer, but had little interest in 
them. She remembers sitting 
in a local restaurant with her 
family, watching an Olympic 
fencing bout on television. 
After trying out a few private 
lessons in fencing, Northrop 
knew that fencing was the 
sport for her, and settled on 
foil as her weapon of choice.

For Northrop, her biggest 
challenge was finding the 
balance between her athletic 
and academic pursuits. Hav-
ing to juggle between com-
muting to Brooklyn, NY to 
practice at her club, traveling 
to numerous national and 
international competitions 
throughout the year, fencing 
for the Pingry Fencing Team, 
and keeping up with school-
work, time management was 
absolutely essential for her.

Her favorite experience 

By BRANDON LI (IV)

Fencing Champion Kate Northrop 
Looks Forward to Princeton 

Courtesy of Pingry Communications

gry, she recalled a constant 
air of intensity at the event. 
“I was hit with a wave of 
nostalgia somewhere along 
the way. At that point, I sort 
of just realized, ‘Wow, this 
is it.’” 

“The entire experience 
was bittersweet, but my fa-
vorite moment nonetheless. 
It’s indescribable, really.”

In anticipation for be-
coming a part of the Princ-
eton community, she looks 

level. 
Northrop will miss the 

fencers and the coaches. She 
plans on checking back in on 
the team when the next sea-
son comes around. “I prefer 
to think of it as my second 
family. There was always 
a sense of closeness and an 
abundance of personality 
that contributes to the team’s 
success. I look forward to the 
team’s continued achieve-
ments and success!”

JC Sorenson Joins Michigan Lacrosse
After having a successful 

four years playing midfielder 
for the boy’s varsity lacrosse 
team, JC Sorenson will be 
continuing his lacrosse career 
at the University of Michigan. 
He hopes to improve his game 
even more and to continue his 
successful career at the col-
legiate level. 

Sorenson started playing 
lacrosse in third grade for his 
town league in Ridgewood, 
NJ, and ever since then, he has 
loved the sport. After training 
and working very hard on his 
lacrosse abilities and skills, he 

was thrilled when he “had the 
opportunity to start as a fresh-
man and play on the varsity 
team for the past four years.”

Throughout high school, 
Sorenson has helped the team 
to many key victories. This 
year, he has 25 goals and 11 
assists and recently scored his 
100th career point. Sorenson 
has scored at least one goal 
in every game this season, 
which has helped the team 
throughout the season and into 
the playoffs. 

Although Sorenson is ex-
cited to continue his career, his 
departure is bittersweet. After 

By EDWARD JOHNSON (IV)

Courtesy of Pingry Communications

playing lacrosse with the same 
students for four years, Soren-
son said, “I will definitely miss 
my senior friends the most. We 
all have such a great bond on 
and off the field.”

Sorenson has made a lot 
of great memories with the 
team. He said,  “My most 
memorable experience on the 
lacrosse team is probably our 
yearly trip to Florida during 
the preseason. It’s a great team 
bonding trip and always lots 
of fun.”

For Sorenson, the recruit-
ing process began the summer 
after freshman year when 

many colleges began to 
reach out to him. After 
a long process, he se-
lected the University of 
Michigan, “because of 
the amazing academics 
and the rich tradition 
of athletics.” Sorenson 
also said, “I am really 
excited to have the op-
portunity to play for the 
University of Michigan. 
It is a great honor and I 
am very excited to be 
part of the program.”

E n d i n g  h i s  h i g h 
school career on a high 
note, Sorenson and the 
team won the Non Pub-
lic B tournament and 
hope to win the Tourna-
ment of Champions. 

on the team was fencing in 
the State Finals against Co-
lumbia. Having taken place 
during her last season in Pin-

forward to starting a brand 
new journey, meeting new 
people, and experiencing the 
sport of fencing at a college 

This fall, Pingry Girls’ 
Squash captain and 2015 MVP 
Diana Masch (VI) will be head-
ing off to Columbia University 
to continue her squash career.

Having started playing at 
age seven, Masch has dedicated 
much of her early life to train-
ing and competing in squash. 
Her dedication has paid off, 
as she has been named an All-
American 2015 and rewarded 
the Scholar Athlete Award 
2012-2015.

In describing her experience 
on the Pingry squash team, 
Masch said, “Being part of the 
squash team and being captain 
this year has honestly contrib-
uted the most to my great ex-
perience at Pingry. The squash 
team is truly a family and is 
different from most of our 
sports teams because the girls 
and boys teams are together all 
the time.”

When asked about her fa-
vorite part of the sport, Masch 
said she most appreciates “the 
friends I have made along the 
way, as well as the tourna-
ments, training squads and 

Diana Masch Continues her 
Squash Career at Columbia

By MACKINLEY TAYLOR (IV)

Courtesy of Pingry Communications
camps.” 

Masch noted that her favor-
ite memories playing squash 
took place at Nationals, where 
both the boys’ and girls’ teams 
traveled together and competed 
all weekend. “It was so much 
fun to bond with everyone and 
show our spirit,” said Masch, 
who helped lead her team to 
tenth place in Nationals this 
past season. 

Masch encourages other stu-

dents to join the squash team, 
and she advises students “to 
stop by the new courts when 
they are built and try play-
ing—you might find that you 
really enjoy it.”

As for the future, Masch is 
excited to be on a team where 
she can improve her skills and 
be pushed by her teammates to 
improve, noting that her goal is 
“to make top five on the team.” 

ed to play the sport in college 
during her sophomore year of 
high school. 

Also a member of the Var-
sity field hockey and basketball 
teams, Kinney fell in love with 
lacrosse more than her other 
sports because of its fast pace 
and high intensity. “The great 

tinue her lacrosse career, many 
factors contributed to Kinney’s 
decision before she chose to 
play for the Leopards. “La-
fayette had exactly what I was 
looking for,” she explained, as 
it offered “the perfect balance 
of academics, athletics, and 
student life.”

lacrosse was the team trip to 
Tampa for spring break this 
year,” she said. 

Kinney will miss being a 
member of the Pingry lacrosse 
team, but she is looking for-
ward to a new level of play and 
the new friends and memories 
she will make at Lafayette.


