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Mark joined the Pingry faculty in 2002 as a Grade 6 history and English teacher.  In 2007, 
he made the move to the Martinsville Campus and spent two years as a Grade 6 history 
teacher and advisor.  In 2008-2009, he served as the Faculty Team Leader for Grade 6.  
This year Mark has made another shift and now teaches Grade 7 & Grade 8 History, is a 
Grade 8 advisor, and serves as the Grade 8 Faculty Team Leader.     
 
In 2007, Mark received the Herbert F. Hahn Junior Faculty Fellowship. The award was 
given in recognition of good teaching, the successful performance of multiple 
extracurricular responsibilities, and other informal efforts with Pingry students.  In 2008, 
Mark was awarded The Norman B. Tomlinson Jr. ’44 Chair for History and Literature. It 
is given to a faculty member in the humanities who has made a significant contribution to 
the life of the school outside the classroom. 
 
In 2006, Mark completed his graduate work at Seton Hall University and received his 
Masters in Education.  He is currently due to complete his second Master's Degree at 
Rutgers University this December in Educational Administration.  One of his career goals 
is to be an administrator on the elementary or middle school level. 
 
Prior to his arrival at Pingry, Mark spent several years after college pursuing careers in 
the theater and in the business sector.  He was a co-founder of Push Productions, a not-
for-profit theatrical production company founded in 1999 and committed to creating 
ensemble theatrical presentations that promote social awareness.  He also spent time in 
advertising and as a financial advisor in the mutual fund industry. 
 
Mark has had a lifelong passion for wrestling.  He regularly attended the New Jersey 
State Wrestling Championships, first as a young spectator watching his older brother 
compete.  Mark wrestled at Delbarton, and was an NJSIAA state place-winner in 1992 
for the Green Wave at 135 pounds, finishing in the top eight in New Jersey.  He 
continued his wrestling career at Williams College, where he was a co-captain of the team, 
earned Academic All-American honors in two seasons, and placed 4th in the New England 
Championships during his senior year.  Mark returned to Delbarton after graduating from 
college to serve as an Assistant Coach of the wrestling team for two seasons. He is also a 
coach at the highly-regarded Moeller High School Wrestling Camp in Ohio. 
 
During the 2003-2004 season, Mark became an Assistant Wrestling Coach at Pingry.  The 
next year, he became Pingry's Head Varsity Wrestling Coach and has served in that role 
for the last five years.  With his move to the Martinsville Campus, he took on the 
additional responsibility of being the Assistant Coach for the Pingry Middle School 
wrestling team and has held that role for the past three seasons. 
 



He is a true sports enthusiast who wears his New York Yankees and New York Giants 
apparel with great pride—and as a reminder of the other two sports he loved to play as a 
young athlete.  He is dedicated to maintaining his physical fitness, and he completed 
marathons in 1995 and 2001. He hopes to complete another one before turning 40.  
Always seeking a chance to compete, Mark challenges the entire Varsity Wrestling team 
to an annual pull-up contest (the results of which are a private team matter…). 
 
Mark’s leadership has enabled the Pingry wrestling program to nearly double in size 
during his tenure as head coach.  His goal is to build upon the tremendous success of the 
Pingry Middle School Wrestling program in order to create a group of dedicated, 
experienced athletes who can be competitive as members of the Varsity Wrestling team.  
 
Mark’s coaching philosophy is based upon the elements that made him such a successful 
wrestler.  He believes success begins with a disciplined commitment to strength and 
cardiovascular fitness, as well a refusal to concede defeat or give up under difficult 
circumstances.  He also stresses the importance of expanding knowledge of technique and 
consistent execution as the foundation of success in match situations.   Most importantly, 
he believes in strong sportsmanship and a commitment to brotherhood among teammates.  
He feels a commitment to these attributes enables wrestlers to face the formidable 
challenges of wrestling equipped to handle both the adversity and the success which come 
with the sport.  His goal is to have his wrestlers emerge from their experience as members 
of the Pingry wrestling team with the confidence and strength to face whatever life sends 
their way.  
 
For more information, contact Mark Facciani at mfaccian@pingry.org. 


